
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at jhttp : //books . qooqle . com/ 



I 1)1)-) ))'))))) 

)))))))) ))))),),. 
) ) ) ) ) ) ) ) ) ) ) ) ) ) 



))))))))))))))) 
))))))))))))))),,, 

'))))))))))) ))))»> 






&* 



/■V'.--.v *..;,, 777 If. 







<i _.V* 



THE 



H I S T O 




O F 






H I N D O S T A N; 

TRANSLATED FROM THE PERSIAN. 

THE SECOKD EDITIONj 

HEVISED, ALTERED, CORRECTED, AND GREATLY ENLARGED* 

By ALEXANDER DOW, Esq.. 
IN TWO VOLUMES. 

VOLUME II. 

LONDON: 

Printed tor T. Becket and P. A. De Hondt, in the Strand.- 

M D C C L X X. 



> 



.Al 


P513 





fc >i4 



<P<J- 3~?t 7 AT 



CONTENTS 

OF THE 

SECOND VOLUME. 



Invasion of TIMUR-BEC, 

1 CHIZER, ... 


«■ 


Page I 


■» 


20 


MUBARICK n. 


- 


25 


MAHOMMED V. 


mm . 


39 


ALLA II. 


• 


4* 


BELOLI, 


m 


$o 


SECUNDER I. 


m . 


64 


IBRAHIM II. - 


- 


79 


BABER, <m m m 


- 


87 


HUMAIOON, 


■• 


13$ 


SHERE, - . - 


- 


*S9 


SELIM, 


- 


182 


MAHOMMED VI. 




i93 


IBRAHIM m. 


- 


196 


HUMAIOON in Perfia, 


■» 


201 


AKBAR, 


- 


2*5 


The decline of the Mogul empire, 


*•. 


303 


MAHOMMED, 


- 


307 


AHMED, - 


• 


35 * 


ALLUMGIRE H. 


- 


360 


SHAW ALLUM, 


- 


37 1 


Present state of Hindostan, • 


mm 


381 



f 



THE 



i 



\ 



V 



^*^- 

!■>-%• 



.1 



s 



( I ) 



T H E 



HISTORY 



O F 



HINDOSTAN. 



INVASION OF TIMUR-BEG 

TIMUR-BEC, being informed of the commotions and civil A. D ^W* 
wars of India, began his expedition into that country, in Tamerlane 
the eight hundredth year of the Higerah, and, on the twelfth of Hmdoftan. 
Mohirrim, in the following year, arrived on the banks of the 
Chule Jallali, one of the moft wefterly branches of the Indus. 
He immediately difpatched Noor ul Dien to difpoflefs Mubarick, 
who, on the part of the king of Delhi, had, in charge, the de- 
fence of the frontier diftri&s. When Noor ul Dien had arrived 

« 

within a few miles of Mubarick, he fummoned him to fubmit to 
Timur. But as the imperial general had previoufly retreated into 
a ftrong hold, on the bank of the river, round which he had 
drawn a ditch, forming the place into an ifland, he determined to 
defend himfelf to the laft. 
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4 THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN. 

A. p. 1397. them without the town, in order of battle. The Moguls, how- 
ever, upon the firft onfet, drove him back within his walls, while 
the king, in perfon, preffed fo hard upon the enemy's rear, that he 
poffeffed himfelf of the gates before they could be fhut. Then 
driving the runaways from ftreet to ftreet, he became, in a few 
hours, intirely mafter of the place, except the citadel ; to reduce 
which, he ordered a party immediately to difinount, and begin to 
undermine it. 

The city The garrifon defired to Capitulate, to which Timur agreed ; and 

en * the governor, having had an interview with the king, prefented 

him with three hundred Arabian horfes, and with many of the 
valuable curiofities of Hindoftan. Timur, in return, honoured him 
with a chelat ; and after the conditions- were fettled, fent Soli- 
man, SJheh, and Omar Ulla, to take poffeflion of the gates, com- 
manding them to flay all thofe who had taken refuge in the 
place, and had before been a&ive againft his- grandfon Mahom r 
ined. The reft, after being plundered,, were ordered, to be dif- 
miffed* 



and the inha- 



In confequence of this inhuman order, five hundred perfons, in 
bitants put to a few minutes, were put to death, Thofe who remained ftill 

the (word. 

within the fort,, were fo ftruck with this maffacre, that they fet 
fire to the place, murdered their wives and children,, and, in mere 
defpair, fought after nothing but revenge and death. The fcene 
now became terrible ! but the unfortunate inhabitants were, in the 
end, cut off to a man ;. they however revenged themfelves amply, 
upon the rapacious and inhuman authors of their diftrefs ; fome 
thoufands of the Moguls having fallen by their hands. This fo 
much exafperated Timur, that firebrand of the world, that he or- 
dered every foul in Battenize to be maffacred,. and to reduce the 

city itfelf to afhes.. 

Timur* 
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Timur, marching to Surufti, put the inhabitants of that place, A. p. 1397. 

alfo, to the fword, and gave the town up to pillage. Advancing Sevcral cities 

to Fatteabad, he continued the fame fcene of barbarity, through *&** *>y Ti- 
mur, and the 
that, and the adjacent towns of Rahib, Amirani, and Jonah. He inhabitants 

detached Hakim Agherack towards Sammana, with five thoufand m 
horfe, and with the few that remained, he himfelf fcoured the coun- 
try, and cut off a tribe of banditti called Jits, who had lived for 
fome years by rapine. His army, in the mean time, being divided 
under different chiefs, carried fire and fword through all the pro- 
vinces of Moultan and Lahore, but when they advanced near the 
capital, he ordered a general rendezvous at Keitil, a town withia 
ten miles of Sammana* 

Timur himfelf fbon joined his army, and having^ regulated the 
order of his march, advanced towards! Delhi. When he reached 
Panniput, he ordered his foldiers to put on their fighting apparel*; 
and, that he might be the better fupplied with forage, crofled the 
Jumna, took the fort of Lowni by aflault, and put the garrifon to 
the fword. He then marched down along the river, and encamped Arrives be- 
oppofite to the citadel of Delhi, polling guards to prevent all com- ° r e Ir 
munication. He immediately detached Soliman and Jehan to fcour 
the country behind him to the fouth and fouth eaft of the city j* 
whilft he himfelf that very day, with feven hundred horfe only, which her* 
crofled the river to reconnoitre the citadel* connoitrc*. 

The King of Delhi and his minifter, Eckbal, feeing fo few in, 
the retinue* of Timur, ifliied forth with five thoufand foot and 
twenty-feven elephants againft him. Sillif, an Omrah of repute 
in Delhi, who led on the attack, was repulfed and taken prifoner 
by the Moguls. Timur ordered him to be immediately beheaded, 

* Coats fluffed thick with cotton, worn inftcad of armour, 

and: . 
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A- D. x397« and after having; made the obfervatbns which he had intended, re- 
paflcd the river and joined his army. 



Hi S . 80 1 



He next morning moved his camp more to the eaftward, where 
he was told, by the princes and generals of his army, that there 
were then above one hundred thoufand prifoners in his camp, who 
had been taken fince he croffed the Indus ; that thefe unfortunate 
perfons had, the day before, exprefled great joy, when they faw 
him attacked before th? citadel ; which rendered it extremely pro- 
bable, that, on a day of battle, they would join with their country- 
men againft htm. The inhuman Timur, who might have found 
other means of prevention, gave orders to. put all above the age of 
fifteen to the fword, fo that, upon that horrid day, one hundred 
He maflacres thoufand men were maffacred, in cold blood. This barbarity, to- 
foners in cold gether with 'his other a&ions of equal cruelty, gained him the 
° 0< ^ name of Hillak Chan, or the deftroying Prince. Upon the fifth 

of the firft Jemmad, Timur forded the river with his army with- 
out oppofition, and encamped on the plains of the city of Firofe, 
a part of Delhi ; where he entrenched himfelf, filling the ditch 
with buffaloes fronting the enemy. He fattened the buffaloes with 
ropes and pkquets to their ftations, placing, at the fame time, 
ftrong guards, at proper diftances, behind them. 

Though the aftrologers pronounced the feventh an unlucky day, 
the king marched out of his lines, and drew up his army in order 
of battle. King Mafomood and Eckbai, with the army of Delhi, 
and one hundred and twenty elephants in mail, advanced towards 
him. But upon the very firft charge of a fquadron, called the 
Heroes of Chighitta, the elephant-drivers were difmounted, and 
the outrageous animals, deprived of their guides, ran roaring 
back, and fpread terror and confufion among their own ranks. The 

veteran 
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▼etcran troops of Timur, who had already conquered half the A £- *J97* 

world, improved this advantage, and the degenerate Hindoos 

were, in a few minutes, totally routed, without making one brave JPJJj 1 *^ 

effort for their country, lives, and fortunes. The conqueror pur- enemy, 

fued them, with great flaughter, to the very gates of Delhi, near 

which he fixed his quarters* 

The confirmation of the fugitives was fo great, that, not truftingf 
to their walls, Mahmood and his minifter deferted, in the night, 
their capital ; the former flying to Guzerat, the latter taking the who defert 
route of Rerren. Timur, having intelligence of their flight, de- 
tached parties after them, one of which coming up with Mahmood* 
killed a great number of his retinue, and took his two infant fons, 
Seif ul Dien and Choda Daad, prifoners. Timur received the fub- 
miffion of all the great men of the city, who crowded to his. camp, 
and were promifed prote&ion upon paying great contributions; 
and, upon the Friday following, he ordered the royal proclamatioa 
and titles to be read in his own name in all the mofques. Upon 
the fixteenth of the fame month he placed guards at the gates, and 
appointed the fcriveners of the city, and magifirates, to regulate 
the contribution according to the wealth and rank of the inhabi- 
tants. Information was, in the mean time, lodged, that feveral 
omrahs and rich men had fhut themfelves up in their houfes, with 
their dependents, and refufed to pay down their fhare of the ran- 
fonu This obliged Timur to fend troops into the city, to en- 
force the authority of the magistrates. A general confufion r 
uproar, and plundering, immediately enfued, which could not be 
reftrained by the Mogul officers, who, at the fame time, durft not 
acquaint the king that their authority was contemned by the 
troops. 

Timur, according to his cuftom after fuccefs, was then bufy in 
his camp, in celebrating a grand feftival, on account of his vi&ory* 
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fo that it was five days before he received any intelligence of thefe 
proceedings. The firft notice he had of them, was by the flames 
of the city ; for the Hindoos, according to their manner, feeing their 
wives and daughters raviflied and polluted, their wealth feized by 
the hand of rapine, and they themfelves infulted, beat, and abu- 
fed, at length, with one confent, fhut the city gates, fet fire to their 
houfes, murthered their wives and children, and ran out like mad- 
men againft their enemies. 



A general 
irisfTaCre in 
Delhi. 



But little effeft had the defpair of the unfortunate \ipon the Mo- 
guls, who foon colle£ted themfelves, and began a general maflacre. 
Some ftreets were rendered impaflable, by the heaps of dead : and, 
in the mean time, the gates being forced, the whole Mogul army 
were admitted. Then followed a fcene of horror, much eafier 
to be imagined than defcribed. The defperate courage of the 
unfortunate Delhians, was at length cooled in their own blood. 
They threw down their weapons, they fubmitted- themfelves like 
fheep to the flaughter. They permitted one man to drive a hun- 
dred of them prifoners before him ; fo that we may plainly per- 
ceive, that cowardice is the mother of defpair. In the city, the 
Hindoos were, at leaft, ten to one, fuperior in number to the 
enemy, and had they poflefled fouls, it would have been im- 
poflible f<?r the Moguls, who were fcattered about in every 
flrect, houfe, and corner, laden with plunder, to have refilled the 
dreadful aflault. But though the Indians had the favage refolu- 
tion of imbruing their hands in the blood of their wives and chil- 
dren, we find them ftill the flaves of fear, and fhrinking at the 
approach of that death, which they could fo readily execute upon 
others. 



Another *c- This maflacre is, in the Hiftory of Nizam, otherwife related. 
ma U flracrc in The colle&ors of the ranfom, fay6 he, upon the part of Timur, 
Ddhl having 
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having ufed great violence, by torture and other means, to extort 
money, the citizens fell upon them, and killed fome of the Mo^ 
guls. This circumftance being reported to the Mogul kirig, he. 
ordered a general pillage, and, upon refiftance, a maffacre to com- 
mence. „ This account carries greater appearance of truth along 
with it, both from Timur's general chara&er of cruelty, and the 
improbability of his being five days clofe to the city without having- 
intelligence of what-pafled within the walls. But the imperial 
race of Timur take, to this day, great pains to invalidate this 
opinion, nor do they want arguments on their fide. The prin- 
cipal one is this, that, in confequence of a. general plunder, 
the king would have been deprived of the ranfom, which mull 
have been exceedingly great, and for which he only received 
the elephants and regalia. Neither have we any acco.unt of his 
taking any part of the plunder from his army afterwards, though 
it muft have been very immenfe. 



A.D: 1397. 
Hig« Sou 



The king, after this horrid fcene, entered the city, taking to Timur cntcrt 
himfelf one hundred and twenty elephants,, twelve rhinocerofes, 
and a number of curious animals, that had been colle&ed by the 
emperor Ferofe. The fine mofque, built by that prince, upon the 
ftones of which he had inferibed the hiftory of his reign, being 
efteemqd a mafter-piece of archite&ure and tafte, took fo much 
the fancy of the conqueror, that he ordered ftone-cutters and 
mafons from Delhi to Samarcand, to build one upon the fame 
plan. 



After having ftayed fifteen days at Delhi, Timur took a fudden Rcfolvcs to 
refolution of returning^ and he accordingly marched out to Firo- wtttm - 
feabad, whither the Indian governor of Mewat fent him two white 
parrots, as curiofities, with profeflions of fubjedtion. The king 
fent Seid Turmuzi to bring him to the prefence, which fummons 

Vol. H. C he 
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A. D. 1397; 
Hig. 801. 



he immediately obeyed ; and Chizer t> who had lain concealed 
in the hills, appeared in the royal prefence, and was favorably 
received. 



Arrives at 
Paniput. 



The king marching from Firofeabad arrived at Paniput, from' 
whence he detached Amir Shaw, to befiege Merat, a ftrong fort, 
fituated between the rivers, about fixty miles from Delhi. When; 
Amir Shaw reached the place, upon reconnoitring its .ftrength, 
and finding the garrifon determined to defend it, he mentioned in 
a letter to the king, that they infulted him from the walls, by tell- 
ing him he could fucceed no better than Seri, the Mogul prince* 
who had formerly attempted to take the place. 



Befiege* and 
"takes Merat. 



This had the defired effect upon the king, who immediately 
inarched his army againft Merat, and, without delay, began to 
fink his mines, and carry on his approaches ; advancing his fap 
towards the walls, at the rate of fifteen yards every twenty-four 
hours. Elias Adyhuni, the fon of Mohina, Ahmud, and Suffi, 
defended the place with great refolution. But the Moguls 
having filled up the ditch, placed their fcaling ladders, and 
fattened their hook-ropes to the wall, in fpite of all oppofkion ; 
and, without waiting for a breach by means of the mines, 
ftermed the place, and put .every foul within it to the fword. The 
mines, however, being finifhed, the king ordered them to be 
fprung, which blewthe walls and baftions into pieces. 



Hisprogrefs 



Timur continued his march to the fkirts of the mountains of 



Sdrf^ci ^ewalic, marking his way with fire and fword. Ooffing, then, 
Ganges. _ the Ganges, he fubdued the country as high as where the river 
iflues from the mountains ; returning from thence, he repaired 



$ Afterwards Frnperor. 
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the river, and marched through the hills, where he wa$ oppofed A u D, g l3p7% 
by an Indian zemindar, whom he defeated and plundered. He 
then continued his rout, taking feveral fmall forts in his way ; 
having arrived at Jimmugur, he fought the raja of that place, who 
was wounded, taken, and forced to become a Muffuiman. 

Jifferit, the brother of the prince of Gickers, who had fled to 
him after his being defeated by Timur, had by his brother been 
feverely reprimanded for oppofiag the king ; which having been 
represented to Timur, the prince was admitted into his prefence^ 
and became a great favorite. But when the king had marched Lahoreukeiw 
on to Delhi, he remembered not his obedience, and in the abfence 
of Timur poflefled himfelf of Lahore. The king having returned to 
Jimbo,* the Dicker refufed to fubmit to his authority. The Sultan 
fent part of his army to befiege Lahore, which being taken in a 
few days, the prince was brought prisoner to the king, who or* 
dered him to be inftantly beheaded. 

We do not find that Timur appointed any king to govern Hin- 
doftan, which he had in a great meafure fiibdued. He, however, 
confirmed the fubas, who had fubmitted to him, in their govern- 
ments ; and, from this circumftance, we may fuppofe, that he in** 
tended to retain the empire in his own name; though he left n<? 
troops behind him, except a fmaJl detachment in Delhi, to fecure 
it from further depredations. While he remained at Jimbo, he 
appointed Chizer viceroy of Moultan, Lahore, and Dibalpoor, then 
proceeded, by the way of Cabul, to Samarcand. 

The dty of Delhi had remained in anarchy for the fpace of two 
months after the departure of Timur, when it was taken pofleflion 
of by the pretended emperor Nuferit, with only two thoufand horfe, 

* A fort in Punjaab, three days journey north of Lahore. 

C z from 
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Eckbal reco- 
vers Delhi. 



from Merat. Two chiefs, Shab and Almafs, with their troop* 
and ten dephants, joined him foon after from the fame place ; 
Nurferit Tent immediately Shab, with his troops, towards Bir- 
ren, againft Eckbal, who had there taken up his refidenee., But 
Shab was attacked, in the night, upon his march, . by the ze- 
mindars in the intereft of Eckbal, and flain ; Eckbal purfuing 
this advantage, took all the baggage of Shab's army. 

This fuccefs raifing the reputation as well as fpirits of Eckbal,, 
he, in a few days, thought himfelf in a condition to make an at- 
tempt upon the capital, which he did with fuccefs j for Nuferit» 
upon his approach, fled to Merat ; and Eckbal refumed the ad- 
miniftration of affairs in the ruined city. The inhabitants, who 
had fled to different places, having flill a natural hankering after 
their old abode, began to affemble again, and the place, in a fhort 
time, put on the appearance of populoufnefs, efpecially the quarter 
called the New City, 



The Subas 
revolt from 
the empire. 



A. D. 1400. 
Hig. 803. 
Eckbal de- 
feats Shumie. 



Eckbal poflefled himfelf foon of the country between the two 
rivers, which, with a finall diftrid: round the city, was all that 
now held of the capital. The fubas had rendered themfelves in- 
dependant, in their own governments, during the misfortunes 
and confiifion of the empire. Guzerat was feized upon by 
Azim ; — Malava by Delawir ; — Kinnoge, Oud, Kurrah, and 
Jionpoor, by Chaja Jehan, commonly called the King of the 
Eaft; — Lahore, Dibalpoor, and Moultan, by Chizer j — ■ Sam- 
mana by Ghalil ;— Brana by Shumfe; — Mahoba by Mahom- 
med, the fon of Malleck, and grandfon of Ferofe ; and fo on 
with regard to the other provinces, the governors afferting their 
own independence, and ftiling themfelves Kings. 

In the month of the firft Jemmad, 803, Eckbal marched with 

an army from Delhi towards Biana, and defeated Shumfe; 

2 whofe 
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whofe troops joining him, he proceeded to Kittar, and after hav- ^J*'.** * 
ing levied a great » contribution upon the territory of Narfing, 
returned to Delhi. Intelligence was foon after brought him, that 
Chaja Jehan was dead at Jionpoor, and that his adopted fon, Kir- 
rinphil, having afTumed the title of the Emperor Mubarick, held 
that government. Eckbal having gained over to his intereft 
Shumfe, governor of Biana, Mubarick and Bahadre of Mewat, 
marched the fame year againft Kirrinphil. 

When he had reached the village of Pattiali, upon the banks of 
the Ganges, Rai Seri, and all the zemindars of that country, op^ 
pofed him ; but he defeated them, with great daughter. After 
this vi&ory, he marched to Kinnoge, with an intention to proceed 
to Jionpoor, and from thence to Bengal. Upon hia march, how- j^"^^** 
ever, he was met by Kirrinphil, who oppofed his croffing the uponj^on^ 
Ganges fo effectually, that, after repeated efforts for two months, t °° r * 
he was forced to abandon the undertaking, and to return to his own 
country. But the perfidious Eckbal, entertaining fome groundlefs 
fufpicions of Shumfe and Mubarick, aflaffinated them both upon 
their way back to their own governments. 

The emperor Mahmood, in the year 804, being difgufted with Mahmood 
Ziffer, governor of Guzerat, fled from him to Malava, and foon dSm* ** 
after, by the invitation of Eckbal, returned to Delhi. He, how- 
ever, contented himfelf with a penfion, fearing that his interfering 
in the government would prove fatal to him. Advice being arrived, 
that Kirrinphil, or, as he ftiled himfelf, Mubarick, was dead, at 
Jionpoor, Eckbal, taking along with him the Emperor Mahmood* 
marched again towards Kinnoge ; upon which, Ibrahim, the 
brother of Mubarick, who had mounted the throne, advanced 
with the troops of the Eaft to meet him* 

\Vhe» 
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tfig. S04. 
His folly. 



Made 
nor of 
iioge. 



>vcr- 



When the armies were near one another, Mahmood, diflatisfiefl 
with his cbndition, and having the folly to imagine that Ibrahim 
would acknowledge him king, and abdicate the throne of the 
Eaftern provinces for his fake, efcaped, one day, when he was out 
hunting, to the army of Ibrahim* But when that prince learned 
the intentions of Mahmood, he even with-held from him die ne- 
ceflaries of life, and intimated toliim to quit the camp* Mahmbod 
returned, in great diftrds, to Kiftnoge, and was left, by Eckbal, 
in the government of that city; the governor, who was for- 
merly there on the part of Ibrahim, being driven out. Ibrahim, 
"hoWevw, put up with this infblt, and returned to Jbnpoor, white 
Eckbal retired to Delhi. 



Sckbal 
jnfcrcbes 
*gainft 
Gualier, 



iktava, 



In the year 805, Eckbal marched againft GuaKer, which had 
iailen into the hands of Narfing, during the invafion of Timur, 
,and had now, upon Naifitig's death, defcended to his fon, Byrarti 
Deo. The fort being very ftrong, he could efFedt nothing againft 
it, but plundering ths diftrift around, he returned to Delhi. 
Brooking ill, however, this diiappointment, he, in a fhort time, 
marched a fecond time againft Gualier, Byram Deo fallied out df 
the place, and engaged Eckbal, but he was foon driven back into 
the fbrt, the fiege of which Eckbal was again obliged to raife ; and 
liaving plundered the country as before, he returned to Delhi. 



Eckbal, in the year 807, drew an army towards Atava, and 

liaving, in feveral battles, defeated the Hindoo chief of Sibbiri, 

the prince of Gualier, the raja of Jallar, and others, who pof- 

fefled that country, he raifed contributions there. He then turned 

andKinnogc. his arms againft the nominal emperor Mahmood, in Kinnoge. 

The Sultan (hut himfelf up in the city, and Eckbal invefted it for 

fome time, but, not being able to reduce the place, he rai&d the 

liege, and marched towards Sammana. 

Byram, 
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Byram* a defendant of one of ths Turkiflx flaves of the empepor A^g. ! f>^ 
Jerofe* had feed himfelf in Sammana, and, upon t&e 3pproach of v 
Eckbal, had fled to the hills of Budhoor ; Eckbaf dofely purfuing; 
him, encamped at the fkirt$ of the mouijtains* AJim eame to 
mediate matters, and a peace was foon patched up between the 
contending parties, and both joining their forces together, marched 
towards Mountain, againft Ghizen A* Tilbundi they were oppofed 
by Rai Daobcjl, Carnal Mai, and Rai Hifibbu, chiefs in the northern, 
provinces, who were defeated and taken prisoners* The perfi- 
dious EckbftU after this vi&oty, without any apparent reatbn, ,ex- 
cept a dejftrc of aggrandizing himfelf, feized upon Byram, and or-< 
dered him to be flay'd alive. The death of Byram did not remain By 1 *? 1 * 

. • . . flayed alive*, 

long unrevenged, Eckbal arriving near Adjoudin, Chizer met 

him, with the troops of Moultan, Punjaab, and Dibalpoor, and', 

upon the nineteenth of the firft Jemmad, the two armies engaged ; 

Eckbal was flam, and the world was happily rid of a perfidious EckbalCha* 

and cruel villain*. 

Dowlat Lodi, and Adiar, wha commanded in Delhi, being Sultan Mafi~ 
informed of this event, called the emperor Mahmood from Kin- S* 
noge. Mahmood, coming with a fmall retinue to Delhi, re- 
affumed the throne; hut, laying afide any further efforts ta 
reduce Moultan, he fent Dowlat with an army againft Byram* 
who, upon the death of the former Byram, poffefled himfelf of 
Samman*. The emperor himfelf returned back, in the mean Flies from 
time, to Kinnoge ; Ibrahim marched againft him, and, after fome p u rfw£Fby 
fkirmifhes, obliged him to retreat to Delhi. The Sultan's fpirit- Su mIbnl " 
lefs behaviour loft him the affe&ions of his troops, and they ac- 
cordingly, with one confent, difperfed themfelves. Ibrahim hav- 
ing received intelligence of this defertion, croffed the Ganges, 
»od inarched towards Delhi, with great expedition* When he 

ha* . 
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A. D. 14A&- had reached the banks of the Jumna, he heard that Azim of 

ifig. 809. . . - 

Guzerat, had defeated and taken Alip, Suba of Mindu, and the 

country of Malava, and was then upon his march towards Jion- 
poor. Upon which he immediately retreated, to cover the capi- 
tal of his dominions. 4 

Byramde- In the month of Rigib, 810, Dowlat Lodi and Byram came 

LodL Y t*> battle near Sammana. Byram was defeated, and furrendered 
himfelf to Dowlat ; but before the latter had enjoyed any fruits 
of his victory, he was himfelf beat back to Delhi, by Chizer. 
Mahmood, in the following year, marched againft Keiwan, who, 
upon the part of Chizer, commanded the fort of Firofa. The 
emperor, after levying contributions, returned ; and Chizer, upon 
the advice of thefe tranfa&ions, marched againft Delhi, and be- 
fieged Mahmood, who was neither a warrior nor a politician, 
in that part of the city which is diftinguifhed by the name 
of the city of Firofe. But fortune, for this time, fupplied the 
want of abilities in Mahmood, for Chizer being in want of 
~ forage and grain, was obliged to raife the fiege; and retire to 

Fattipoor. 

Chizer be- Chizer, in the beginning of the year 814, returned by the way 
m^ hi* 1 *" of Rhotuc, a country then in the poflefTion of Sultan Mahmood, 
Delhi. where E&eriz and Mubariz, the governors of that ^country, de- 

clining hoftilities, fubmitted to his pleafure. He plundered the 
town of Narnoul, and again advanced to Delhi ; Mahmood fhut 
himfelf up in the old citadel of Seri, which Chizer immediately 
befieged. Achtiar, who commanded in Firofeabad, feeing the 
affairs of Mahmood in a defperate fituation, joined himfelf to 
Chizer, and admitted him into the place. They then, with all 
their troops, took poffeffion of the country on the oppofite fide 
of the river, and prevented all fupplies from Mahmood. 

But 




^ 
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But that famine which they defigned for the Emperor and his A j_P- HH« 
adherents, recoiled upon themfelves ; for a great drought had oc- 
cafioned a fcarcity of provifions between the rivers, and in the 
neighbourhood of Delhi ; infomuch that Chizer was, a fecond time, 
forced to raife the fiege, and retire to Fatipoor. Mahmood being Bu * retires,, 
delivered from this imminent danger, took no pains to ftrengthen 
himfelf againft a future attack. He took the diverfion of hunting 
in the neighbourhood of Keitul," where he was feized with a fever, 
and died in the month of Zecada ; and with him the empire of Mahmood 
Delhi fell from the race of the Turks, who were adopted flaves 
of the Emperor Mahommed Ghori, the fecond of that race of the 
princes of India, diftinguifhed by the name of the dynafly of 
Ghor. 



The difaftrous, interrupted, and inglorious reign of the weak His charao 
Mahmood, lafted twenty years and two months. He was juft as 
unfit for the age in which he lived, as he was unworthy of better 
times. God was angry with the people of Hfndoftan, and he gave 
them Mahmood, whofe only virtue was, that his folly made him 
infenfible, in a great meafure, to thofe ftrokes of fortune, which 
abilities much greater than his could not, perhaps, avert. The 
omrahs, foon after his death, elected, in his Head, Dowlat Lodi, 
a Patan by nation, and originally a private fecretary, who^ after 
pafling through various employs, was raifed by Mahmood to the 
dignity of Aziz Mumalick *. 

Deftitute of every pretenfion to the throne, by fucceflion, Dowlat Lodi 
Dowlat Lodi could not long be fupported upon it, by the few ^ cdEm P c - 
chiefs, who owned allegiance to the court of Delhi. He was, 

* An officer fomething fimilar to our Secretary of ftate. 

Vol* IL D however* 
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A - P- *4J3- however, feated upon the imperial Mufnud, in the month of Mo- 

.riig. oio. # # 

hirim of the 816 year of the Higerah. He began his reign, by 
ftriking the currency in his own name, which is commonly the 
firft adl of kings. Two chiefs of power and reputation, Malleck 
E&eriz and Mubariz, who had been in the intereft of Chizer, 
abandoned that omrah and joined Lodi. A few days after his 
acceflion, he marched towards Kittar, and was met by Rai Nar- 
fingh, and other "zemindars of thofe diftri&s, who acknowledged 
his title. Arriving at the town of Battiali, Mohabi^t, governor 
of Budaoon, came to meet him. 

Advices, in the mean time, arrived, that Ibrahim, who ftiied 
himfelf Emperor of the eaftern provinces, was befieging Kadir 
the fon of Mahmood, in Calpee; but as Lodi had not forces enough 
to march to his relief, he returned to Delhi to recruit his army, 
Chizer, who had been preparing to invade the capital, advanced, 
in the month of Zihidge, with fixty thou&nd horfe, and a third 
time inverted the citadel of Seri, whither Dowlat Lodi had re- 
tired. After a fiege of four months, he obliged Lodi, upon the 
Is taken and 15th of the firft R\bbi, in the year 817, to furrender himfelf. and 
Chizer. the citadel. The emperor was confined in the fort of Eirofa, 

where he died foon, after a nominal reign of one year and three 
months. 

State of \£a. Difturbances in Perfia, and his ardent defire of extending his 
conquefts to the extremities of Afia, on the north and weft, pre* 
vented Timur from retaining the conquefts he had made in India. 
The inferiority of the troops of the Patan empire to the Moguls 
convinced him, that he could, at aay time* reduce India.; and he 
was therefore unwilling to leave any part of his veteran army to 
fecure the provinces he had feized. Timur, after his Teturn from 

Hin- 
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Hindoftan, fettled the affairs of Perfia, reduced Syria, Egypt, and A -P- H 1 ** 

' Hig. Sic* 

the lefler Afia ; and, in the 805 of the Higera, defeated Bajazet, 
the Turkifh Emperor, in a great battle in the plains of Galatia. 
When he was meditating the conqueft of China, he died on his 
march into that country, in the 808 year of the Higera, and the 
1405 of the Chriftian aera. His foil Sharoch fucceeded Timur* 
in his vail empire, and was on the throne at the death of Dowlat 
Lodu 



■'«& 
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C H I Z E R. 



A.D. 1414.. 
Hig. 817. 
Chizer fuc- 
cccds. 

His family. 



THE moft accurate hiftorians of thofc times affirm, that 
Chizer was of the race of the Prophet, and confcqucntly, 
what the Iflamitcs call a Scid. His father, Soliman, being a per- 
fon of fome diftin&ion, became the adopted fon of Dowlat, a 
great omrah, and governor of the province of Moultan in the 
reign of Fcrofe. Dowlat was, upon his death, fucceeded in his 
government by his own fon Malleck Shech ; and he foon dying, 
Soliman was appointed to that viceroyfhip, which defcended 
to Chizer from his father. Chizer being defeated, as we have 
already obferved, by. Saring, and* driven from his country, 
he waited upon Timur, after the conqueft of Delhi, and, 
having gained his favor, was by him reinftated in his former 
government, with the addition of all the countries watered by 
the five rivers, commonly called Punjaab and Dibalpoor. This 
acceffion of ftrcngth enabled him to pave afterwards his way to 
the empire. 



Docs not af- 
fume the 
name of 
Emperor. 
Pretends to 
hold of Ti- 
mur. 



Chizer, upon his acceffion, conferred honours upon Malleck 
Joppa, and made him Vizier ; and raifed to dignities Rahim, the 
adopted fon of his father Soliman, with the government of Fat- 
tepoor and Moultan. He thus diftributcd favors, governments, 
and dignities among his other omrahs, but would not aflume 
the imperial titles to himfelf, holding forth, that he held the em- 
pire for Timur : and ordered the coin to be ftruck in his name. 
The Chutba, during the life of Timur, was read in that con- 
queror's name in the mofques ; and after Timur had travelled 
the way of mortality, in that of the Emperor Sharoch his fon, 
mentioning the name of Chizer after him. He even fent fome- 
times a tribute to Samarcand. This was, probably, good policy 



in 
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in Chizer, as he could govern his fellow omrahs, with lefs A ; T P # *4i4* 

. rr **ig. 817. 

envy, in the name of the Tartar Prince, than if he was to aflume 

the name of King himfelf, to which he had not the leaft fhadow 

of pretence. 

In the firft year of his government he fent Joppa, with an Subdue* 
army, towards Kittar, which he fubdued, and drove Rai Nar- 
fmgh to the mountains ; but upon paying a tribute Rai Narfingh 
was again put in pofleffion of his country. Mohabut, Suba of 
Badoon, at the fame time came to meet Malleck, and promifed 
allegiance ; and from thence the vizier marched towards Koer, 
Kumbul, and Chidewar, and levied the revenues which were due 
for fome years before. After recovering Jellafar out of the hands 
of the Rajaputs of Chundwar, he marched to Atava, which he 
brought under fubje&ion, by- changing the adminiftration j and 
after thefe exploits returned to Delhi. 

In the month of the firft Jemmad of this year, a tribe of Turks, 
who were of the adherents of Byram, afTaffinating Malleck, go- 
vernor of Sirhind, took pofleffion of his country. Chizer fent 
Zirick, with a powerful army, againft them; and, upon his The Turks 
approach, the Turks crofled the Suttuluz, and retreated to the fr^^h^ 
hills. Zirick purfued them thither j but ihofe mountains being a 
continuation of thofe ofNagracot, which were then poflefled by 
powerful zemindars, who affifted the Turks, he could efFe& 
nothing material againft them ; and, in the end, ' he was obliged to 
retreat. 

Intelligence was, in the year 819, received at Delhi, that Ah- chizer's ex- 
mud, who ftiled himfelf king of Guzerat, had advanced to Na- ^SSaIi. 
gore. Chizer muftering all his forces, marched againft him, mud - 
but Ahmud declining battle, turned off towards Malava. When 

Chizer 
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A Hie. sVt' ^ zer ^ad reached Hanir, Elias, governor of that beautiful cityy 
which had been built by the Emperor Alia, came out to meet 
him, and was honorably received. The Emperor proceeded from 
thence to Gaulier, where he levied the tribute upon the raja, and 
then continued his march to Biana, taking tribute from Kerim, the 
lord of that country. He after thefe tranfadtions returned to* 

■.'?' Delhi. 
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Chizer in- 
vades Kittar. 



In the year 820, Tan, chief of thofe Turks who had aflafli- 
nated Malleck, lay at the head of a great army before Sirhind. 
Zirick, governor of Sammana, was immediately difpatched by 
Chizer, with a ftrong force, againft the Turk who befieged Sirhind, 
and he was once more driven back to his hills ; and a feafonable 
relief was accomplifhed for the empire. Zirick having, in purfuit 
of the enemy, reached the village of Pael, Tan contented to pay* 
tribute, and gave him his fon as a hoftage, expelling the mur- 
derers of Malleck. Upon this pacification he was left in poflef- 
fion of Jallender, and Zirick returned to Sammana, fending the 
hoftage and contributions which he had raifed, to the royal 
prefence. 

The Emperor, in the year 821, lent his minifter againft 
Raja Narfingh. The vizier, without ending the war, plundered 
and laid wafte the province of Kittar, and returned to Bu- 
daoon. Grofling then the river, he canre to Atava, where he 
raifed contributions, and from thence returned to Delhi. Chizer 
went, in perfon, againft the rebels of Kittar, and, upon his march, 
chaftifed the banditti of Schole. He crofted the Rabib, laid waftc 
the country of Simbol and Kittar, and,, without coming to battle, 
returned to his capital- 
He continued at Delhi a few days, and' then moved towards Bu- 
daoon, crofting the Ganges at Pattali. Mahabut being alarmed at 
c his 
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his approach, fliut himfelf up in Budaoon, where the king be- A ^>- JM9-- 
fiegcd him for fix months. In the courfe of the fiege, Cawarn, 
Achtiar Lodi, and all the old friends of the Emperor Mahmood, 
formed a confpiracy againft the life of Chizer. The Sultan dif- Dif covc „ a 
covering the plot, decamped from before Budaoon, and returned gj^f* 11111 
towards Delhi, He, on his way, prepared an entertainment, upon 
the 20th of the firft Jemmad in 822, to which all the confpirators 
were invited, and the guards fetting fuddcnly upon them, they 
were to a man affaflinated. 

After the Sultan returned to Delhi, he was informed, that an An impoftor 
impoftor had appeared at Matchewarrah, under the name of Saring MaStwar- 
Chan, and had, by that means, collected a great body of people ***** 
together. The king ordered Maleck Lodi, who, with the title of 
Iflam Chan, was, at that time, governor of Sirhind, againft him. 
The impoftor was defeated, driven to the hills, and purfued by the 
joint forces of Tan, governor of Jallender, of Zirick, governor of 
Sammana, and of Maleck, governor of the country between the 
rivers. The impoftor's army deferted him, each man {kulking as 
beft he could, and privately retiring to his abode. The imperial 
forces having no further fervice to do, feparated, and returned to 
their refpe&ive ftations. But, in the year following, Saring, the 
impoftor, iffued again from his hills, and having made an alliance 
with Tan, governor of Jallender, they inverted the fbrt of Sir- 
hind, and ravaged the country &s far as Munfurepoor and Pael. 
The king fent a great army againft them, who, giving them a 
total defeat, drove them out of the kingdom. 

In-tlie^hear S24, Chizer marched towards Mewat, taking and chizer's 
deftroying the fort of Kotillah. The vizier dying at that time, %£^" 
the vizarit was conferred upon his fon. The Sultan turned from 

thence 



r 



* 4 THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN. 

^Hie. ItlT t ^ icrice towards Gualier, where he raifed contributions, and then 
haftened to Attava, levying tribute on the fon of Rai Sibber, 
who then pofleffed that country. Falling fick during his pro- 
grefs, he returned to Delhi, where he died on the 1 7th of the 

Dies. fi r ft Jemmad of this year. He reigned feven years, and a few 

months ; and his death was greatly lamented by the people, being 
efteemed a juft, generous, and benevolent prince, for that age. 

State of Afia. Sharoch, the fon of Timur, fat on the Mogul throne, and ruled 
the vaft empire conquered by his father, with great ability, juftice 
and moderation. 



MUBARICK 
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M U B A R I C K II. 

HEN the Emperor Chizer had, by the violence of his dif- A. p. 1421. 
order, loft all hopes of recovery, he, ttyee days before he 
expired, appointed his eldeft fon to fucceed him in the empire. Ac- 
cordingly, . two days after the Sultan's death, Mubarick * afcended Mubarick af- 

* : . ■;:>';'■ ..■■•■" cends the 

the throne, by the title of the Supporter of Religion and father of throne, 
the victorious. The new emperor made the ufual appointments, 
raifing Maleck Buddir, his coufm, to high honours; and Maleck 
Rigib, to the government of Dibalpoor and Punjaab. 

In the month of the firft Jemmad, he received advices, that Jif- Jifferk in- 
ferit, the brother of She<;a the Gicker, who had, m the preceding year, pj re . 8 
defeated and taken Ali king of Caihmire, upon his return from 
•an expedition againftTatta, prefuming upon his own power and 
valour, had taken a refolution to attempt the throne of Delhi. He* 
for this purpofe, invited into his fervice the famous Tan, who had 
(§ed to the mountains, and appointed him captain general of his 
forces. He foon over-run the countries of Punjaab and Lahore, 
feized upon Zirick, governor of Jallender, by perfidious means, 
after which he took the ;place ; and immediately thereafter befieged ^ 
Iflam, the imperial governor of Sirhind. 



Thfe emperor Mubarick, though the foJflitial rains were then ip. 



it 



The emperor 



tfieir height, marched from Delhi, and upon his approach to Sir- marches a- 
' hind, Jiflerit raifed' the fiege, and retreated to Ludhana. Zirick, 
" at that place, found means to efcape from him, and join Mubarick. 
"The empero'r advanced towards Ludhana and JifTerit, croffihg the 

Suttuluz, eneamped on the oppofite bank ; having firft poffeffed 

* His titles were Moaz ul dien, Abul Fatte, Sultan Mubarick Shaw. 
Vol.H. E himfelf 
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A. D. 1421. 
Hig. 825. 



Mubarick 
rebuilds La- 
hore, and re- 
turns to Del- 
Jii. 



himfelf of all the boats upon the river, which circumftance obliged 
Mubarick to halt, till the water fhourd fell at Kabulpoor, Jiflerit, 
in the mean time, being determined to oppofe his paflage. Upon 
the nth of Shuwal, Secunder the Vizier, Zirick, Mahmood 
Haflen, Maleck Callu, and other omrahs, according to the em- 
peror's order, made a forced march, and forded the river, the king 
himfelf following them clofe to fuppbrt them with the body of the 
army. Jiflerit, by this means, was thrown into confufion, and 
turned his face to flight. The Sultan kept clofe to his heels, flew, 
in the purfuit, a great many of the enerhy, and took all their 
baggage. 

• 
Jiflerit, after this defeat, took refuge in the mountains, in a very 

diftrefled condition. But Rai Bime of Jimmu, having dire&ed the 

king's army to Bile, a ftrong fort into which Jiflerit had thrown, 

himfelf, he fled to another place, but was purfued with gneat 

flaughter, and Mubarick, in the Mohirim, of 825, directed his 

march to Lahore, ordered the ruined palaces and fortifications to 

be repaired^ and, appointing Haflen governor, returned to 

Delhi. ^ • 



Jiflerit be- 
fieges La- 
hore without 
frccefi. 



Jiflerit, colk&ing his fcattered forces, took the field again* and 
invefted Lahore for five months, without fuccefs. He then raifdd 
the fiege, retired to Callanore, and fell upon Rai Bime, for having 
given affiftance to the king j; but thea&ion, which enfued between 
them, being undecifive, Jiflerit went to the banks of the Bea* aftd 
began to. recruit his army. In the mean time, Malleck Seconder 
the vizier, who had been fent to fuccour Lahore, joined by 
Malleck Rigibj governor of Debalpoor, and by Iflarn,. governor 
of Sirhind, advanced towards Jiflerit, and obliged him to crofs 
the Ravi and Chinaab, and to take ihelter among the hills. The 

vizier 
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vizier marched along the Ravi to Callanore ; and, upon the fron- A ^ D - H"* 
tiers of Timmu, Rai Bim6 joined him, and leading the imperial I« obligrf w 

. . take fhclter 

troops through the hills, where the Gickers were concealed, inthemou*. 
foniis'thoufandiof that unhappy people were put to the fword, and 

the tfete* retdrnted to Lahore* 

< .' ■- '.'u:.\ :.-.;■ . 

Thefe fuecefle* prevailed upon the king to appoint the vizier 
Vice-roy of Lahore, and to recal Haflfen. But, in the year eight 
hundred arid twenty fix, the Sultan deprived him of the vizarit, 
and conferred it tapdh Su^ur ui Muhitk, whom he difpatched 
againft the Hindoos of Kittar/ The empfcrop himfelf followed that 
eeherarwkh a gr*ater army. The inhabitants of Kittar were fub^ Mubarick in- 

5? * ^ vades Kittar* 

dued, afed* gteat tribute, exa&ed from thenau Mubarick having 

fettled affairs tilth Mahabutj gaveroor of Budaaon, commands 

ed him -t& thaffdi -againft the tribe of Toor,. whom that general 

plundered, and took prifoners to a man. The Raja of Attava 

fojriog* tt this tirae, withdrawn himfelf from die royal camp, 

Mubarick. puddled him to that place, and befiegpd him there. But 

ten^sidrf ipcBCJsivasit fettled>b^bweseijt them* and tjhe Raja's fon giyeji 

as a hoftage for ;his .father's, ftrtunei gwdf behaviour. The k$ng 9 

after thefe tranfa&ions, returned to Delhi. 

- r (Haflefr wa$, ?bout cb» time,, appcmitiTcb paymafter and com- 
Zander kiichief -df the troops Jifljarrt, unconquered by his 
'misfortune^ *aifed- agafm hie hea<f, and,: laving defeated and 
ilaih Rai Bim£y by a frefh acquifition of reputation acid wealth, 
rafted aft army of Gfcokere, W4tb which he again attempted the 
conqueft of Delhi. Having ravaged the countries of Lakeland 
Debalpoor, he colle&ed together very confiderable plunder, but 
3ffhea Secunder^ the btfe vizier^, .advaaced; againft- him j hfc; did 
(dot cbufe to rifque a. battle, and therefore jjetfcedj, wjtfr j?is 

£ 2 fpoils, 
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A. p. 1423. fpoils, to the hills, where he bulled hinifelf in recruiting his ftrtrtp 

P*- 8 *7- for another attempt* . 

• .* 

In the mean time, Jifferit made an alliance with Amir r Ali, & 
Mogul Omrah, a fubjedt of the emperor Sharogh, thefottofthe 
great Timur, who refided at Cabul. He perfuaded Amir Ali to 
make an incurfion into the territories of Seiflan, Bicker, and 
Tatta, to draw off the king*a attention frojm Delhi, and fo t9 
facilitate his ownfehemes* . AUa, gQvfr^or of Moultan, dying about 
this time, and the news. (>£ Amir ^li'6 inquyrf^nr being, noifed 
abroad, the king* without dolay, fent Haffen* with the arm7 1 
towards Moultan* The raja of! Malava had, in the feme yeas, 
invefted Gualier, which obliged tte empgrpr Muba^icjjctpxaife a|| 
the forces, of thofe ptovincesr, : and to nikrch Agaiijft him '; levying* 
on his way, contributions? upon. Ainiry prince of Biaaa* f . 



.; j 



The raja of Atava, upon the approach of Mubarick, eroded the 

Defeated by Chumbul, and fat down on the oppofite bank. f Mubarick having* 

u anc " in the mean time, found another ford* croffed the river wkh ; great 

expedition, attacfeed>^hkn; itt hist camp, took many prifoners* 

and a part of the enemy's baggage* The prifoners being found to 

be Mahommedans, were difmifTed by the king. The raja thought 

Sues for j t t h en advifeabte to compound all: differences, by paying do^n a 

fum of moneys to. the Sultan ; upon whifch he was.pe remitted t* 

withdraw towards- Dhar*.. Mubarick having tarried for fome time 

in that place, to levy contributions upon the neighbouring Zemin«- 

dars, returned* iathe injonth of Rigih,. eight hundred and; twenty 

feven, to Delhi* 

The Sultan* next year, made a motion towards Kittar, where 
the Indian prince Narfingh came to the banks of the Ganges, to 
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pay hU refpe&s to him ; but as he cjid not pay the revenues of hi* A - P; H 2 3; 

territory, for three years back, he was confined for a few days, till i 

his accounts were fettled, and then he was relealed. The Sultan : 

croffed the river, chaftifed fome riotous Zemindars, and returned. 

to Delhi He did not remain there many days* before he drew* Mubarick re- 
duces Mewat,. 
his army towards Mewat, from whence he drove the rebels to the' 

hills, and ravaging their country, returned to Delhi ; and permit- his army, 

ting his omrahs t<? retire to their jagiers, he gave himfelf up to 

pleafure and feftivity^ . ''.'■" 

• But the inhabitants of Mewat, rendered more defperate and* ^Eatf** 
diftrefled by the king's bad policy, in ruining their country, were 
obliged to prey upon their neighbours, and to infeft all the adja- 
cent countries. This circumftance obliged the king, in the year 
eight hundred and twenty nine, to coNe£t again an army to fubdue 
them. Upon his approach, Jillu and Kiddu, the grandfons of Bad- 
hader Nahir, retreated to the hills of Alwar, where they defended, 
the pafles with great bravery. Being, at length, reduced to great 
dHlrefa, 'they furrendered themfelves, were imprifoned, their coun- 
try was ag.aia ravaged, and the Sultan returned to Delhi. 

But the diftreffes of the people of Mewat did not render them.. Mwat again 
peaceable fubjeds. The king, after a recefs of four months ontyy rcducc<L 
was again obliged to turn his arms againft them, and to carry fire 
and fword through their whole country. He proceeded as far 
as Biana, where, after the death of Amir, his brother Ma- 
hommed held the chief fway. Upon the approach of the emperor^ 
Mahqmmed (hut himfelf up in the city, which he held out 
againft Mubarick fixteen days ; but, upon the defertion of the 
greateft part of the garrifon, he furrendered at difcretion, and was* 
with a rope about his neck, brought into the prefence. The 
Sultan delivered the city to the care of Mackbul, and fent Mahom~ 

medi 
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med and his family to Delhi. To Mallcck Topha he gave in 
charge the town of Sikri, known now by the name of F#tipoor f 
marched to Gualier, raifed contributions there, and returned to 
Delhi. He removed, at that time, Haffen from the government 
of Moultan to that of Firofa, bellowing the former upon Malleck 
Rigib. 



Mahommed 
efcapes, and 
raifes diflur- 
bances. 



Plies to Sul- 
tan Ibrahim. 



During thefe tranfa&ions Mahommed found means to efcape, 
with his family, to Mewat, and colle&ing a confiderable 
force, took the city of Biana, in the abfence of Mackbul, on an 
expedition to Mahaban. The Sultan difpatched Mubariz, whom 
he appointed to that government, to drive Mahommed from 
thence. Mahommed retired into the fort, when Mubariz took 
poffeflion of the country. After a few days fiege he left the 
defence of the place to fome trufty friends, and iffuing out 
himfelf, efcaped to Ibrahim, king of the Eaft, who was advancing 
with an army againft Calpee. 



Kadir Shaw, governor of Calpee, upon this occafion fen^ 
expreffes to Delhi, for fuccours. Mubarick haftened to. his relief, 
and having reached Aterawli, detached Haffen, with ten thoufand 
horfe, againft Muchtifs Chan, the brother of Ibrahim, who was in 
motion with a confiderable force to reduce Attava. This detach-* 
ment, however, encountering Muchtifs, drove him back to his 
brother, and Haffen returned to the army. Ibrahim advanced 
along the banks of the Black R iver to Burhanabad, from thence 
to the village of Raberi, and fp on to the banks of Kinhire, 
where he encamped. Mubarick, in the mean time, croffing the 
Jumna, near Chundwar, encamped within ten miles of the 
enemy. Both .armies remained in their trenches for the fpace 
of twenty-two days, during which time, flight fkirmifhes 
daily happened between them. Ibrahim, however, upon the 
2 feventh 
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feventh of the fecond Jemmad, marched out of hid cdmp, and offered A ^P; JW- 
battle to the king:. Mubarick, though he declined to rifque his Ibrahim ad- 

00 t * vancesagainft 

own perfoh, Ordered out his army to oppofe Ibrahim, under the Mubarick. 
command of his vizier, Seid ul Sadit, and Seid Sallam. 

The adion commenced, with great fury, about noon, and night The armies 

. engage. 

jparted the combatants ; both armies retreating to their refpe&ive a drawn bat- 
camps. Ibrahim, however, marched off, in the morning, towards 
Jionpoor* while Mubarick, contenting himfelf with the advantage 
he had gained, returned towards Gualier, croffing the river at 
Hitgaut. Having received there the ufual prefents, hi turned 
off towards Biana, into which Mahommed had again thrown 
himfelf, after the battle. . He made a gallant defence, but was 
again obliged to capitulate, and had leave to go whitherfcever he 
pleafed. Haflen was left in the government of that province ; and 
on the fifteenth of Shaban, eight hundred and thirty-one, Mtiba- 
rick returned victorious and triumphant to Delhi. He there feized 
Malleck Mewati, who had joined himfelf to Ibrahim, and ordered 
him to be put to death. 

In the month of Zkada the Sultan received advices, that Jiflerit Jiflerit be. 
had fat down before Callanore, after having defeated Secun- nJrel ** 
der, the late vizier, who had marched againft him, and driven 
him back to Lahore. Mubarick fent an order to Zirick, governor 
of Samana^ and Iflam, who commanded at Sirhind, to join 
. Secunder ; but, before their arrival, he had itaarched towards 
Callanore, and defeated Jiflerit in his turn ; depriving him of all is defeateS. 
the plunder he had acquired in that province. 

Mubarick marched to Mewtt, in the month of Mohirrim, Mubarick 
eight hundred and thirty-two, and entirely fubdued t&at country, Mwat 

obliging 
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•"Al p- H*9» obliging the inhabitants to pay a regular tribute. In the meah 
lg ' 33 * time advices arrived at Delhi, that Malleck Rigib was dead, upon 
which, the king conferred the title of Ameid ul Muluck upon 
Haflen, who had fettled the affairs of Biana, and fent him gover- 
nor to Moultan. The Sultan, in the following year, proceeded to 
Gualier, which country he ravaged, and carried off fome thou- 
fands of the poor inhabitants into flavcry. Turning then his 
forces towards Raberi, he wrefted that country from the fon of 
Haflen, gave it to Malleck Humza, and afterwards returned to 
Delhi. Seid Allum dying by the way, his eldeft fon had the title 
of Seid Chan conferred upon him, and the youngeft that of Suja 
. ul Muluck, together with all the wealth of their father, which was 
very great ; though, according to the cuflom of Hindoftan, it 
fliould become the property of the king. 



inwadtude Thefe favours, however, did not fecure the faith of the fons of 

^Aikm^ Seid Allum > f ° r the y fent Fowlad, a Turkifh flave, to Tibberhind, 
to ftir up privately, in their name, an infurredtion there. They 
had formed hopes, it is faid, that they might be fent with a force 
"to fupprefs the rebellion, and fo have an opportunity to join the 
rebels. But the plot was difcovered, and both imprifoned ; ' while, 
in th& mean time, Eufuph and Ibbu were fent to Tibberhind 
to confifcate their eftates, and fupprefe the difturbancc raifed by 
Jbwlad. 

Rebellion of Fowlad entering into a negotiation, lulled into a negligent fecu- 
Fowlad. r j t y ^ i m p er i a i generals, and Tallying one night from his fort, 

nirprized their camp. He was, however, fo warmly received by 
the king's troops, that he was foon driven back. This did not 
deter him from making another .effort next night, at the fame 
time making a great difcharge of artillery from the works, which 
ilruck a panic into the imperial troops, who took immediately to 

their 
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their heels, leaving their camp ftatiding, with all their baggage. ^P'J**?' 
Mubarick, upon receiving advke. of that difafter, was conftrained Mubarick 
to march towards Tibberhind in £erfon. The rebel daily gathered a gainft him. 
ftrength, and the king was obliged to call Anreid ul Muluck from 
Moultan, and feveral other governors, to join him. Every thing 
for the expedition being prepared, Mubarick flopped at Surfutti, 
and difpatched the greateft part of his army tb inveft the fort of 
Tibberhind. Fowlad fent a meflage to the imperial camp, im- 
porting, that he had great confidence in Ameid ul Muluck, and 
faid, that if he fhould be fent with promife of pardon, he himfelf 
would deliver up the place. The emperor accordingly fent 
Amerd to Tibberhind, where Fowlad jnet him a little without 
the* gate. Having accordingly received affurances of pardon, he 
promifed to give up the place the next day. But one of 
Ameid's attendants, who was of Fowlad's acquaintance, told* 
him privately^ that though Ameid was a man of ftri& honour> 
and would certainly adhere to his promife, yet the king might 
not be fo tender of preferving his, and that it was very pro- 
bable he might bring Fowlad r to punifliment. Fowlad, after the 
conference was over, revolved this intimation in his own mind, and 
repented ferioufly of his promife ; and, therefore, as. he had both, 
money and provifions, he determined to hold out to the laft. 

The king feeing that the taking of the place would be a wbrk d£ Befiegesfcu*; 
time, and that there would be no bccafion for fo great an army to 
befiege it, he permitted Ameid ul Muluck to return with the forces 
of Moultan, and leaving Iflam Lodi, Cummal, and Firofe, to carry 
on the fiege, he himfelf retired to Delhi. Fowlad, having held out 
fix months, was greatly diftrefFed, and faw no means of extricating 
himfelf, but by an alliance with Ali, governor of Cabul, on the 
part of Sharoch, the Mogul emperor. He fent, for this pu/pofe, . 
meffengers to him, with large promifes for his afliftance. As Mu- 
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AJBt i4P^ hariek had taikefc no paia& te keep- upon gpod terms, tvith the; 
JMoggal* the letter left GaM^ a»dt being ia hi* way jpined by the, 
<SWk€^r Groflbd.the Bea^ and ravaged the Gountry of thefe omrahs? 
who- carried on the (lege ; and advancing towards Tibber hind,, the 
imperial army decamped and fled, Fowlady for this fignaLfervicea, 
gjwve to All two iacks^ of rupees, and other prefenta ; f and having 
given to him all the charge of his family* exerted himfelf in re- 
pairing the fortifications, and laying in provilions and ammu- 
nition- 

Moguls ra- AH,, eroding theSuttulujz, committed cruel depredations upotv 

vage the . .. % * 

country; the unhappy country, acquiring of plunder twenty tmles the value, 
of the fubiidy which he had received from Fowlad. Advancing 
then to Lahore,: he raifed the ufuat tribute from Seconder,, then: 
returned towards Dibalpoor,. defblating the country wherever he 
wont; mfomuch that forty thoufand' HindooB were computed tt* 
have been maflacred, befides a great number carried away? pri^ 
foners. Ameid ul Muluck polled himfelf to oppofe AU, at the 
t&wrfofTilfenna, but he gave him the flip* and went to Chit- 
poor, when Ameid received the king?s orders: to retract to 
iaVG Mnfultan. The flight of the imperial army encouraged the* 
*nemy -to foHbw them beyond the /Ravi, and to lay wafte the 
country, to within ten crore9 of Moultan* AH defeated there- 
* flfenv Lodt r who had been left to flop his progrefk 

From thence the Moguls advanced to Gheirahad, wMiin dx 
miles of the city, and the next day, which was the fourth of 
Ramzan, they made an aflault upon the place, but were beaten back. 
They continued, however, from their camp to make daily ex- 
cursions towards the city, putting* all whom they could meet to the 
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*t\it king %emg informed of thefe tranfa&ions, -fent Fatte Chan A.* . i«t- 
andMnbarick, with other omrahs of diftin&ion, to fuccour Ameid ; 
who, upon teing joined by all thefe with their forces, went out, 
and offered tattle to AH, Ali did not decline it, and a furious 
conflict enfued, in the beginning of which the Moguls gained 
fome advantage. However, upon the death of Fatte Chan, the 
gale of fortune changed, and blew with the ftandards of Hindoftaii. 
Ali, at one (broke, played away. all his gains, efcaping, witji a 
few attendants only, to Cabul, his whole army being either killed 
br drowned in the Gelum, in their precipitate flight. 



arc over- 
thrown* 



Ameid, having purfued the runaways to Shinnore, returned 
victorious to Moultan, and the omrahs, who had fuccoured 
him, repaired, hy the king's orders, to Delhi ; and foon after, 
Mubarick, jealous of the fuccefs of Ameid, called him alfo 
to court. Jiflerit took advantage of his abfence, crolTed the 
Gelum, Ravi, and Bea, and fought Secunder, the late yizier f empire, 
hear Jillender, defeated and took him prifoner, with all his 
tneafure and baggage. He forthwith advanced and befieged 
Lahore. Ali, at the fame time, at the inftigation of Jiflerit, made 
another incurlion towards Moultan, and, having taken Tilbunna, 
by capitulation, he broke his word* plundered the place, maflacred 
all the men able to bear arms, and carried their wives and children 
into captivity, laying the town in ruins* 



Jiflerit in* 
vades the 



Befieges La- 
hore* 



Fowlad, taking alfo advantage of thefe difturbances, inarched 
out of Tibberhind, and invading the country of Rai Firofe, de- 
feated him. Mubarick thought it now high time to march from Mubarick 
Delhi. He, accordingly, upon the firft of the firft Jemmad, eight gj*J ** 
hundred and thirty-five* took the route of Lahore, appointing 
his vizier, governor of that place, and to cqjmnand in the van of 
his army* The vizier arriving at Sammana, jiflerit raifed the 
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A. D. 1432. fj effe of Lahore, and retreated to the hills, Ali haftened back to 
riig. 836. ° 

Cabul, and Fowlad again fhut himfelf up in Tibberhind. The 

Sultan, upon this, took the government of Lahore from the vizier, 

and gave it to Nuferit ; then returning, encamped near Panniput, 

on the banks of the Jumna, fending Ameid ul Muluck with a part 

of the army to fupprefs fome infurre&ions about Gualier, and the 

vizier to hefiege Tibberhind ; he himfelf returning to Delhi. 

Mabarick In the month of Zihidge, JifTerit advanced again to Lahoret 

againft jifle- and commenced hoftilities againft Nuferit, which obliged th^ 
* king, in the year eight hundred and thirty-fix, to march from 
Delhi as far as Sammana. Intelligence was brought to him in that 
place of the death of his mother, Muchduma Jehan, and he imme- 
diately returned, with a few attendants ; and, after performing 
the funeral obfequies, went back to his army. After his arrival in 
the camp, he fuddenly changed his refblution, and turned back 
towards Mewat, conferring the government of Lahore upon Mai— 
leek Lodi, who promifed to expel JifTerit. But JifTerit, upon* 
hearing of the king*s return* was joined by a great body of Gickers, 
who imagined that his affairs bore a better afpeft, fb that he was i& 
a condition to receive Lodi, whom he defeated,. 

The king having received the news of this overthrow, and alfo 
that Ali, governor of Cabul, was coming towards Tibberhind, 
took again the rout of Punjaab, fending before him Ameid ul 
Muluck to reinforce the omrahs who were befieging Tibberhind. 
AH takes La- Upon his approach, Ali, who flood in awe of him, laid afide his 
intentions of coming to Tibberhind, and turned away, by forced 
marches, towards Lahore, which he furprized, and began a horrid 
fcene of maffacre and depredation. But hearing that the king had 
• reached Tilbundi, Ali left a garrifon of two thoufand men in the 
place, and retreated towards Cabul, ravaging the country in his 

way, 
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way, and * leaving his nephew, Muziffer, in ; the fort of Shin- A ^p- H|*v 
nore. . 

The king a fecond, time raifed Seeunder, who had ranfomed 
himfelf, to the government of Lahore, Dibalpoor, and Jillen- 
der, upon which he advanced and laid fiege to the city. He 
took it by capitulation, and permitted the garrifon to retire to Retaken.. 
Cabul. He immediately eroded the Ravi, near Tilbundi, and 
uivefted Shinnore., Muziffer held up in that place the ftandard of 
oppofition for a whole month, but being hard preffed, he capitu* Shinnore ca* 
lated, by giving his daughter to the king, and paying a great 
ranfom for his liberty; Mubarick left a great part'of his army at 
Dibalpoor, and, with a fele£t. body,, marched himfelf to Moultan 
to vifit the tombs of the faints, from whence he returned in a few 
days to his Qamjv He, at this time, diverted Secunder of hia 
government of Lahore, gave it to Ameid ul Muhick* and returned 
with great expedition to Delhi, Being, jealous of the power of 
the vizier, he joined KammaL with him. in the vizarit ; and, the 
latter being efteemed a man of fuperior abilities, he foon gained 
the favour of his fovereign and the people.. 

The vizier, upon this, became diffatiafied, and began to project £ med 1 " 1 *** 
treafon. Having gained over Sidarin and Sidpal, two great Hindoo againft the. 
chiefs, of the tribe of Kittrie, Miran Sidder, deputy to the chief 
fecretary Sammud, lord of the private chambers, and others, they 
watched an opportunity to aflaflinate the king. About this time, 
Mubarick had ordered a. city to be founded upon the banks 
of the Jumna, calling it the city of Mubarick, and made aij - 
excurfion towards Tibberhind, as it were to take the diverfioq. 
of hunting. Having, on the way, received advices that Tibber^ 
hind was taken, and being prefented with the head of Fbw-- 
lad, he returned to the new city. He there received intelligence 

that 
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that war was carrying on 4>etw€en Ibrahim, king of the Eaftern 
provinces, and Holhung of Malavi, near Calpie, which was a 
very agreeable piece of news to him, as he fought an oppor- 
tunity to expel Ibrahim from his dominions. He therefore gave 
aiders to mufter (hie army, and pitching his tent without the city, 
delayed a few days in regulating and collecting his forces, during 
which time he continued to viik the new works without fear of 
danger, having aever given offence to his nobility, except in 
changing or turning them out of their governments when -they 
mifbehaved. 



He is aflaffi- Upon the ninth of the month of Rigib, in the year eight hun- 
dred and thirty-feven, according to his cuftom, he went to wor- 
ship at a new mofque which he had built in the new city, with 
only a few attendants. The confplrators Tuflied in, in armour, 
with drawn fwords upon him, and bafeiy aflaffinated him. The 
vizier having previoufly fettled matters with Mahommed, one of 
the grandfons of the emperor Chizer, raifed that prin£e to the 
throne. 



Mis charac- 
ter* 



Mubarick reigned thirteen years, three months, and fixteen 
days. He was efteemed a man of parts, juft and benevolent, 
and, though no great warrior, had he lived in a virtuous age, 
there is no doubt but he pofleffed talents which might render him 
worthy of a throne. 



State of Afia. Little alteration happened in the north of Afia, ' during the reign 
of Mubarick. Sharoch fat on the throne of the Moguls, and 
feemed more inclined to rule his dominions with juftice and equity, 
than to extend their limits towards India. 
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AC€0RfrlM<3 to the cuftom of the weriik whfcfc candc* A. D. 1+33*, 
fofcfcfc without- rulei, the femeda^ifaitr Mubarick was feat:. Hig ' * 3Z * 
ta eternity, Mahommed * was. eftahlifhecb upon the throne* The ' ^jjj^j^ 
ungrateful affaffin, the vizier, received the title of lord of the : throne, 
world, and feized upon the Jring's treafure* regalia? and other 
effe&s*. di&harging all the old oinrahs from office^ aad appointing 
new ones* whfr might, in tinie^ ftnse his aSilbitiou**tew$* 

Kumnf&U* the deputy vizier, and. other omrahs,. who were ia* Theomrah* 
the camp, h&ving^confulted among themfeives, upon hearing of diifontent. 
the king^ death, refolded, rather than kindle a chd* war in l!he 
country* *© hear wit& the times* to pay aliegjamoe *<& the new- 
king, and to wiait # Ac*e proper* and move ccwiiit) opportunity of 
taking revenge upon the coflfpipators^ They came into the cicy 
and paid tJieir compliments: to Ma&ommed.' The firft preferments, The vizier^ 
which; the viiier ga^re away to feciKtate hiafuture fchemes^ was to- 
appoint the tv^ Hindoo confpiratort to: the gtxvernosBcmtE.of Biana^i 
Amf6h* y Narnoul* aai Coram ^ and! Miraa Sid<fer, <%hifiadf with, 
a title, was prefented with a very conliderafile jagicn The fon of; 
Seid Salem was dignified with the title of Chan Azim, and the 
gwertfment of fevferai countries w«tfc conferred \ipolk him. But 
the ott*rahS) and 1 dependants of Mufcarfek* were, by' tridfc* and* 
ftHe accufationsy killed; imprifonedr battifhed* roblkdy <* tum«L 
out of office. 

A flave of the vizier* whofc name! v*fcs Ran*, vMs fe«* etoltelfte^ 
of die revenues to Blaua, but Eaifcpfr Ixxfi fbugRt aftdfleW ftkac x*ea* : 

• His titles at length are > Sultan Mahommed Shaw, the fan of Ferid^the fon of 
the emperor Chizer. 

that 



<4o 



THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN. 



A. D. 14.33. 

Hig. 837. 

The omrahs 

rife in arms. 



that place. At the fame time, fome of the omrahs of the emperors 
Mubarick andGhi£fr, Who favr that there was a; defign on foot to 
deprive them of their jagiers, particularly Chimun, governor of 
Budaoon, Malleck Lodi, who commanded at Simbol, Ali of Gti- 
zerat, and Amir, the Turk, ere&ed the fpear of rebellion, upon 
which the vizier, deceived by the behaviour of his deputy Kum- 
mal, gavfc him the command of the army* and fent Sidarin, and 
his own Ton Eufoph, along with him, to fupprefs the rebels. But 
A^hen they came to the village of Birren, Kummal intended to take 
revenge on Sidarin and Eufoph, for the murder of the king. He 
therefore acquainted Malleck Lodi of his refolutions, who, for 
that reafon, made no motion towards them. This defign being, 
however, ^ifcovered to the vizier, he fent Hofliiar, his own flave, 
witli a great army, under pretence of fiiccours, with private in- 
ftru&ioris to prevent the effe&s of the plot. Kummal had, 
at Ahare, joined his forces with Malleck Lodi, before the re- 
inforcement, under the vizier's flave, arrived. Hofliiar, hearing 
of this jundkion, thought that there was no fafety for him, and 
he, therefore, fled, with Eufoph and Sidarin, to Delhi. , Kummal 
immediately fent to call the difafFe&ed omrahs, who joined him 
without delay, fo that, upon the laft of Hamzan, he moved, with 
a great army, towards Delhi. 



The vizier 
Ibefieged in 
*he citadel. 



The vizier fliut himfelf up in the citadel of Sen, which 
he held out three months ; but as the party of Kummal, 
daily gained ftrength and reputation, he was driven to great 
diftrefs. The king, perceiving that his own affairs would be 
ruined, if he fhould adhere to the vizier, endeavoured to con- 
ciliate matters with the beflegers, and, at the fame time, fought 
an opportunity of making his efcape, or cutting off the vizier. 
The vizier difcovering this plot, defigned to be beforehand with 
the king ; accordingly, upon the eighth of Mohirrim, with the 

fons 
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ions of Mkaa Sidder* and with ftarof kid own adherents, fee A 'P- '^ 

Hig. 83?. 

broke into the king'* apartment* ' But the emperor, having fufc- His coanter- 
peSed him of fuch intentions, had privately a guard at hand, p 
who, on a fignal given, rufhed upon the confpirators. They im- 
mediately betook themfclves to flight; but the vizier Was tut to blhta. 
pieces, as he was rufhing out at the door, and thus met the fate 
he defigned for his lord. The fons of Miran Sidder, and the reft 
of the affaffins, were taken, and put to death, while Mofliiar and 
one Mubarick, who were parties concerned, were publickly exe- 
cuted. The Kittries, and other adherents of the vizier, afraid for 
themfelves, rofe up in arms. The king was obliged to fhut him- 
felf up, ordering the Bagdat-gate to be thrown open to the be- 
fiegers, who, rufhing in accordingly, began a dreadful maffacre 
among the rebels, till they entirely fubdued them. Such as re- 
mained alive were bound and put to death at the tomb of the 
emperor Mubarick* 

Kummal, and the other omrahs, fwore allegiance the next j heon Jf a!li 
day, for the fecond time, to Mahommed ; the vizarit was giancc to 
conferred on Kummal, and Chimun was dignified with the 
title of Ghazi Malleck, with a jagier. The other omrahs were 
confirmed in their former offices, governments, and eftates. 
When matters were completely fettled at Delhi, the king, byjhe The Sultan 
advice of his counfellors, made a campaign towards Moultan, ^SsMoul* 
and encamping near the city of Mubarick, gave orders to draw tan ' 
together his army from all the provinces. Many of the chiefs, 
being intimidated, delayed to repair to the imperial ftandard till 
Ameid ul Muluck arrived from Moultan, adding power to enforce 
the royal commands, by a numerous army, which he hwroght with 
him. All the other provincial omrahs haftened to the camp, and 
were honoured with dreffes, and other marks of favor and diftinc- 

Vol. II. O tkwu 
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A. D, 1434, tion. The king moved towards Moultan, to make a parade with 
his army, and, having vifited the tombs of the iaints* returned to 
his capital* 

andtoSanjr In the year eight hundred and forty, he marched towards Sam- 
mana, and detached a part of his army againft Jifferit, the Gicker, 
who was raifing difturbances. The country of Jifferit was plun- 
dered, and the king returned to Delhi, where he gave himfelf up 
entirely to pleafure, negledting all the cares and neceffary affairs o£ 
government. The accounts of the king's luxurious indolence foon 
affected the ftate. Diffatisfadtion began to appear firft in Moultan, 
where a tribe of Patans, called Linga, rofe in rebellion. At the 
fame time, Beloli Lodi, who, after the death of his uncle, Iflam, 
became governor of Sirhind, without any orders, poffeffed him- 
felf of the city and diftri&s of Lahore and Debalpoor, with all the 
country back to Panniput. 

Beloli defeats The Sultan receiving intelligence of this revolt, fent his whole 
army. army againft him, who drove him back to the hills. In the retreat 

many chiefs of diftin&ion were put to the fword ; but Beloli re*- 
cruited his army, and, when the imperial forces were withdrawn, 
he again poffeffed himfelf of all the countries from which they had 
driven him. Mahommed, this time, fent Hiffam Chan, the vi- 
zier's deputy, againft him, who was defeated, and beat back to 
Delhi; upon which, Beloli wrote to the king, that if he would 
put Hiffam to death, who, by his intrigues, had been the occa- 
fion of this rebellion, he would lay down his arms. 

The Sultan^ The king was weak enough to liften to this arrogant propofal f 

conceflions to . 

the rebels, and accordingly gave orders for the death of Hiffam. He alfo de- 
prived Cumraal of the vizarit, and conferred it upon Hamid, ap- 
pointing another perfon deputy, with the title of Hiffam Chan, 

The 
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The governors of the provinces obferving this pufillanimous and A -V- »«*• 

impolitic behaviour of the king, predicted his deftru&ion, and en- alienate the 

deavoured to fecure their own independency ; while the fubje&s fubjeds. 

and zemindars, forefeeing the convulfions that muft happen in the Confufionsin 
ftate, with-held their rents, in hopes that they might be paffed €Cm P lrc - 
over, in the general confufion. 

Ibrahim, fovereign of the eaflern provinces, poffefled himfelf of A. p. 1440. 
feveral diftri&s adjoining to his dominions ; and Mahmood Ghil- 
ligi *, king of Malava, made an attempt on the capital ; and, in the 
year eight hundred and forty-four, advanced within two crores of 
the city. Mahommed, ftruck with terror in this urgent fituation 
of affairs, imprudently fent an embaffy to Beloli, to beg his affift- 
ance. Beloli accordingly, with twenty thoufand Perfian horfe, 
came to Delhi ; Mahommed, though his army was greatly fupe- The impott- 
rior to the enemy, was afraid to take the field by himfelf, but com- ardlyrbcha-" 
mitted the charge of the whole to his omrahs, and repofed himfelf ™j^°* ^ 
in the haram. The omrahs, according to orders, advanced with 
the army againft the enemy, Beloli leading the van. 

When Mahmood Chilligi was given to underftand, that the 
king of Delhi was not prefent, he thought it was meant as an 
affront to him ; and, to be on a footing with Mahommed, he 
committed the charge of his army to his fons Yeaz ul Dien and 
Kuddir Chan. The two armies having engaged, the troops of A drawn 
Delhi gave way, and left Beloli alone to difpute the field, which 
he maintained with invincible refolution, till the fugitives, afhamed 
of their behaviour, returned to the action. Night, however, 
coming on, the victory was left undecided. Mahmood Chilligi 
being greatly frightened by a dream that night, and having heard, 

* He was defcended of the emperor Ferofe I. of the tribe of Chilligi, emperors 
of Delhi. 

G 2 in 
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A h£ sfi* itt ,hc ^^^^ tha * &**"* Ahmed, of Gazei*, was advanced at 
A peace cea- &* a* Mundo, he was mote and more intimidated* and began to 
dude4. j^ ftefooua ^ maiing peace: but flame prevented him from 

eapreffing his wifhea* At the feme time* Mahommed, with k& 
rtafcn, and contrary to tihe advke of aU Jkis counsellors* gave him~ 
felf up to bafe fear, and fent ambafladors with pre&nts to his rivafc 
to beg peace. 

Mahmood Mahmood Chilligi was overjoyed at thefe propofals, which faved 

Chilligi de- . *•%• 

fcated by the appearance of his reputation, and immediately accepting them* 

el011 ' marched from the field. Beloli, who now began juftly to defpifa 

them both* and to afpire to the empire, marched out of the city 

with his own troops, and purfuing Mahmood Chilligi, attacked 

him upon his march* defeated him, and took all his baggage* 

who Is adopt- The weak Sultan, who did not hitherto fee through his palpable 

tan/ u " intentions, gave him the title of firft of the nobles *, and adopted ^' 

him for his fon. 

r 

^'"ftnn!' * n t ^ ie ^ ear ^S* 11 hundred and forty-five, the emperor marched 
to Sammana, giving the governments of Lahore, and Debalpoor to 
Beloli, and ordering him to expel Jiflerit. He himfelf returned 
to his capital. Beloli, by this means, became extremely power** 
fill, and recruited a great army of Afghans ; but, inftead of. 
fighting Jiflerit, he brought him over to his party, and began ta 
feize upon feveral diftri&s, without any orders from the king. 
At length, without any apparent reafon, but his ambition, he 
drew his army againft Delhi, which he befieged for fome months, 
but, in the end, was obliged to abandon his enterprize. 

The king's The king's power was greatly weakened, and began to decay 

V power de- 

dines. very rapidly. The zemindars of Biana put themfelves under the 

♦ Chan Chanan. 

govern- 
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government of Mahmood ChilligL In the mean time, Mahom- ^ D * 8 1446 * 
med fell fick and died, in the year eight hundred and forty-nine, Hcdiea, 
leaving behind him the chara&er of a weak, diflblute, and unwar- Hb charac* 
like prince; owing to the ambition of others a throne, upon 
which he could not lit with dignity himfelf. He reigned, twelve 
years and fome months, and his fon Alia facceeded him in the 
empire, 

Sharoch, emperor of the Moguls, dying this year, the con- State of Afia. 
quefts of Timur were divided among his grand-children, the fons 
of the prince Bafjnkar. The eldeftfonof Sharoch, the famous 
Ulug-Bec, enjoyed the imperial titles, but his power was confined 
to the weftern Tartary, or Tranfoxiana. The eldeft fon of Bafin- 
kar poflefled himfelf of the extenfive province of Choraflan, and 
the countries towards the Indus; Abul Kafem, the third fon, 
reigned over Mazinderan and Georgia, and Mahommed the fecond 
fon of Bafinkar, became fovereign of all the weftern Perfia. The 
empire of Delhi, though it was in fome meafure reftored by Chizer 
and Mubarick, was far from being as extenfive, as it was before 
the invafion of Timur. Mahommedan princes poflefled the fouth 
eaft provinces, and a kind of empire was long eftablifhed in the 
Decan, independent of the crown of Delhi. 
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A. D. 1447. 
Hig. 851. 
Alia mounts 
the throne. 



all a n. 



A 1 



LLA *, the fon of Mahommed, mounted the throne upon 
the demife of his father. All the omrahs, excepting Be- 
loli Lodi, came and fwore allegiance to him. This contempt of 
Beloli, the new Sultan was in no condition to chaftife. But having 
collc&ed an army, in the beginning of the year eight hundred 
and fifty, he marched to recover Biana. When he was upon 
the way, there was a rumour propagated, that the king of the Eaft 
was advancing towards Delhi, which, though falfe, brought back 
the emperor to his capital ; though he was told by Hiflam, the 
vizier, how ridiculous it would appear in a king to be guided by a 
vague report. This reprimand brought upon the vizier Alla's 
difpleafure. 



Lofcs his re- 
putation. 

His luxury. 



This ftep, however, proved ruinous to the Sultan's reputation, 
and the meaneft of the people feared not to fay publickly, that he 
was a weaker man, and a greater fool, than his father. He 
marched in the following year to Budaoon, where he remained fome 
time, laying out gardens, building pleafure-houfes, and making 
entertainments, and then returned to Delhi. Pretending that the 
air of Budaoon agreed better with his health, he exprefled an 
inclination of making that city his refidence, to divert him from 
which, the vizier took much pains, but only incurred more and 
more of his difpleafure. 



The ftate of 
Hindoftan. 

Decayed con- 
dition of the 
empire. 



All Hindoftan was, at this time, divided into feparate flates ; 
for in the Decan, Guzerat, Malava, Jionpoor, and Bengal, there 
were princes who aflumed the ftile and dignity of kings ; while 
Punjab, Debalpoor, and Sirhind, even to Panniput, was pofieff- 

* His titles were, Sultan Alia ul Dien Ben Mahommed Shaw. 



ed 
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ed by Beloli. Merowli^ and all the country to the Serai of A {^^J' 
Lado, within fourteen miles "of Delhi, were in the hands of 
Ahmed of Mewat ; Simbol, clofe to the walls of this city, was 
poffefled by Deria Lodi; Kole, by Ifah; Rabari, by Guttub, the 
Afghan; Cumpela and Pattiali, by the Indian prince Partab; 
; Biana was fubjeft to Daood Lodi ; fo that the city of Delhi* and 
a few fmall diftri&s, remained only to the king. 

Beloli made, about this time, another attempt upon the city, Beloli makes 

x # an uniuccefs- 

but was not more fuccefsful than he was before. The king, re- ful attempt 
lieved from this danger, began to confult the means to recover 
part of his loft empire, advifing with Guttub Ifah, and Partab. 
Thefe chiefs, defirous to weaken him ftill more, told him, that 
the omrahs were all difgufted with his vizier ; that, fhould he be 
turned out of office, and imprifoned, they were ready to pay him 
due allegiance, and made no doubt but the affairs of the empire 
would put on a more favourable afpedt. The weak Alia became 

• the dupe of thofe traitors, and accordingly imprifoned and dis- 
graced his vizier. He immediately ordered preparations to be 

jnade for removing his court to Budaoon, from which not all the 
remonftrances of his beft friends could reftrain him ; though they 

.reprefented, in a ftrong light, how impolitic it would be, at fuch 

r a juncture, to change his capital. 

Alia accordingly, in the year eight hundred and fifty-two, Fixes his re - 
fet out for Budaoon, leaving HifTam in the government of j„^w>" 
Delhi. When the Sultan arrived at his new capital, Cuttub and 
Partab waited upon him, and told him, that as long as the vizier 
was alive, the omrahs could not be brought to truft themfelves at 
court. The weak king was prevailed upon to command him to Orders the 
be put to death j but the vizier's brother having notice given him p U z t ie [ death,. 

of 
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^P'^' df this bloody purpofe, found means, with the affiftance of forae 
who°efcapcs of ' his friends, to releafe him, and to efcape to Delhi. He there 
k> Delhi, tOQ y. jmjn^jiate pofleflion of all the king's effe&s, and turned his 
turam out of the city. 

Alia put off the time by ridiculous procraftinations, and Vain 
•nd places excufes of the weather, and unlucky times, till the vizier had 

Beloh upon # # ' 

the throne. called Beloli to take upon him the empire. Beloli, glad of the 
opportunity, amu&d the Sultan, by writing to him, that he was 
coming to chaftife the vizier, till he arrived and took poffeflion of 
the city, taking upon himfelf the title of Sultan Beloli. He, 
however, gave place to the name of Alia, in the Chutba, in the 
year eight hundred and fifty-four* 

He g^ave the city in charge to his fon, Chaja Baezid, marched 
in perfon to Debalpoor, and collected together a great army of 
Afghans. He wrote, at the fame time, to Alia, that, upon his 
account, he had expelled the vizier j and he received for an- 
Aila abdi- f WC r, from that weak prince, that as his father had adopted 
your of Be- Beloli as his fon, he would efteem him his brother ; he more- 
over promifed to cede to him the empire, upon condition that 
he would permit him to live quietly in the poffeflion of Budaoon. 
Beloli threw immediately the name of Alia out of the Chutba, 
and fpread the umbrella of empire over his own head. Alia re- 
mained at Budaoon till his death, which happened in the year 
eight hundred and eighty-three ; his reign in Delhi being feven 
years, and his government of Budaoon near twenty-eight. A 
weak, and fometimes a wicked, prince, while he retained the 
empire; in a private ftation, a peaceable, if not a virtuous 
man. 

Perfia, 



loli, 
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Perfia, and the weftern Tartary, were in confufion during the ^P'g^A * 
fhort reign of Alia, by means of a feries of hoftilities between State of Afi* 
the defcendants of Timur, who had divided his conquefts among 
them. The Mogul empire ceafed; in fa£t, to exift, though Abu* 1 
Seid, the fon of Miran Shaw, and grandfon of Timur, kept ug> 
the name of it, in the weftern Tartary and Choraflaru, 
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Beloli's fa- 
mil/. 



BELOLI. 

BELOLI Vpsls an Afghan, of the tribe of Lodi, which peopla, 
forming themfelves into a commercial fociety, carried on a 
trade between Perfia and Hindoftan. In the time of the emperor 
Ferofe, Ibrahim, the grandfather of Beloli, being poflefled of 
wealth, made his way at the court of Delhi, and raifed himfelf to 
the government of Moultan. Ibrahim had five fons, Sultan, 
Culla, Firofe, Mahommed, and Chaja, who, on the death of 
their father, remained in Moultaa. 



Account of 
his birth. 



When Chizer, afterwards emperor, was appointed to that go* 
vernment, Sultan received the command of all his Afghan troops. 
In the a&ion which Chizer had with Eckbal, Sultan had the good 
fortune to kill Eckbal, by which means he became a great favorite 
with Chizer. He was accordingly appointed by that prince gover- 
nor of Sirhind, with the title of Iflam Chan, while his brothers 
partook of his fortune. One of whom, Calla, the father of Beloli, 
had a diftrift beftowed upon him by his brother. The wife of 
Calla, who was his own coufin, being fmothered by the fall of a 
Tioufe, when with child, the father inftantly ripped up her belly* 
and faved the life of the infant, who afterwards held the empire* 
by the title of Sultan Beloli. 



tignii 
himfelf in an 
adion. 



Calla being killed in an a&ion with the Afghans of Neaz, Beloli 
went to his uncle Iflam, at Sirhind, and upon his diftinguifliing 
himfelf in a battle, his uncle gave him his daughter in mar- 
fiage. Iflam was, at this time, fo powerful, that he retained 
twelve thoufand Afghans, moftly of his own tribe, in his fervice. 



Iflam, 



BELOLI.. 
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Iflam, at his death, though he had children of his own come tp A. p. 1450* 

maturity, recpmmended Beloli to fucceed him* The troops, upop iflam Vetom- 

this, divided into three parties, one of which adhered to Beloli, toAcgovcra-- 

one to Firofe, brother to Iflam, who had been made, an omrah by SS tof Sir "" 
the king of Delhi,, ^nd the other to Cuttub, the fon of Iflam. Bijt 
Beloli, who was- thp mQft artful of the three, found cleans tp. 
weaken his rivals, and encreafe his own power*. 

Cuttub repaired to Delhi, and acquainted the emperor Mahom- Cuttub comb- 
ined V. that the Afghans of Sirhind were eftablifhing a power, cour/oV 
which, unlefs it was fbon prevented, woi^ld {hake the empire. DeUu% 
The Emperor immediately difpatched his vizier Secunder, with a 
powerful army, to bring the chiefs, of the Afghans to court, and 
if they difobeyed, to expel them from Sirhind. Jiflerit was alfo 
ihftigated to take arms againft them, by which means they were, 
in the end, driven to- the lylls ; but upon a promife of peace, 
and of their future good behaviour, Firofe left his fonShai Chan 
and Beloli with his army, and, with fome attendants, went to 
Jiflerit and Secunder. They, notwithftanding their promife, by 
the advice of Cuttub*, his nephew, who was in the imperial 
camp, impfifoned him and flew all Ms attendants. They alfo 
difpatched part of their army to rec^ice Beloli, but he retreated 
to a place of fafety, with the women and children. Before he - 
could join Shai Chan, he was attacked and 4efeated, and a great 
part of his army flain.. 

When Jiflerit hid retired to Punjab, Bejoli coJJe&ed tjie remains 
of his tribe, and began to raife contributions* P r phnvler wherjeyer 
he could, and as he was extremely generous in dividing the fpoil Be i u ^ 
among his followers, he foon became very powerful* Soaje time ^Pj* P ow ~ 
after, Firofe made his efcape from Dtelhi, and joined hj m ; 

H z. and 
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A - P- H5°- anil even Cuttub, repenting of his former behaviour, found means 

Hig. 854. 

to be reconciled to Beloli. Beloli loon after invaded Sirhind, and 

poffefled himfelf of that province. Upon receiving intelligence of 

thefe tranfadtions, the emperor Mahommed fent Hiflam, his vizier, 

ivith a great army againft him. Beloli took the field, and giving 

the vizier battle, defeated him, by which his power and reputation 

greatly encreafed. 

is promlfed We are told, that when Beloli was yet a youth in his uncle's 

i/a^Mrefh. fervice, one day he was permitted to pay his refpe&s to a famous 
Dirvefh of Sammana, whofe name was Sheidaa . When he fat in a 
refpe&ful pofture before him, the Dirvefh cried out, in an enthu- 
fiafticJk manner, " Who will give two thoufand rupees for the em- 
f " pire of Delhi ? " Upon which, Beloli told him, he Jiad only 
.one thoufand fix hundred rupees in the world, which he ordered 
.his fervant to bring immediately and prefent to the Dirvefh. The 
Dirvefh accepted the money, and, laying his hand upon the head 
of Beloli, faluted himJring. 

iReflcxion The companions of Beloli ridiculed iiim very much for this ac- 

upon that 

tale. tion ; but he replied, " That, if the thing came to pafs, he had 

" made a cheap purchafe ; "if not, the bleffing of a holy man 
M could do him no harm." Upon a mind naturally ambitious, 
-and in an. age of fuperftition, this prediction of the Dirvefh might 
have great efFe£t in promoting its own end ; for when a man's 
mind is once bent upon the attainment of one object, the greateft 
difficulties will be often furmounted, by a fteady perfeverance. 
But to return from this digreffioa. 

After Beloli had defeated the vizier, he wrote to the emperor 
Mahommed, as before related, laying the whole blame of his re- 
bellion 
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! bellion Upon the vizier's condu& towards him. When Mahommed A -P- H5°* 
Safely complied with his defire of cutting off the vizier, Beloli, 
•according to his promife, waited upon the king, that he might be 
hettet able to carry on fiis intrigues at court. He managed his af- 
fairs at Delhi fo well, that the government of Sirhind was con- 
ferred upon him, together with other diftri&s near -it, con- 
firmed to him in jagier ; which were the means that enabled him 
-to mount the throne, as we have already feen, in the former 
reign. He had, at the time of his acceffion, nine fons, Chaja His fons arid 
-Bae/rid, Nizam, who was afterwards king, under the name of Se- 
cimder ; Barbec, Mubarick, Alk, Jemmal, Jacobs Mufah, and 
Jellal j and of omrahs of renown* who wire related to him, there 
were thirty-fix in the empire. 

As 'Hamid, the vizier, who conferred the empire upon hiift, His tea- 
had great influence ftill in the ftate, he treated him for fome time HaimcL 
with honor and refpeft. Being one day in Hamid's houfe, at afa 
entertainment, he ordered the companions whom he carried with 
him, to make themfelves appear as foolifh and rkliculouaas jfoffr- 
ble, that the vizier might confider them as filly fellows ; that fo he 
might be lefs upon his'guard againft them. *When they accord- 
ingly came into company, fome 4wd their flioes to their girdles, 
and others put them up in the niches of the apartment. Hamid 
afked them the reafon of that extraordinary behaViotlr. They 
replied, that they were afraid of thieves. "When they had taken 
their feats upon the carpet, one of them began to praife the 
flowers, and brightnefs of the colours, faying, He would be ex* 
-tremely glad to have fuch a carpet, to fend home to his own coun- 
try, to make caps for his boys. Hamid laughed, and told hiri*, 
he would give him velvet or brocade for that purpofe. When the 
plates and boxes of perfumes were laid before them, fome hegan to 
rub the fined otter of rofes all over them, others to drink it, and 

others 
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A. p. 1450. others to devour whole feftoons of flowers, while the beetle flood 
^*" 54t no chance, but was eat up, cover and all ; fome, who had eat 
large pieces of chunam, by having their moutha burnt, made a. 
terrible outcry ; and, in this kind of foolery, every one was en- 
deavouring to outdo another, while the king and the vizier were 
almoft burfting with laughter. 

The vizier, imagining that this behaviour proceeded from the 
king's humour, who had a mind to make merry in his houfe, waa. 
extremely pleafed, and had no fufpicion of men given to fo much 
mirth. The next vifit the king paid to Ham id, a greater number 
of his attendants were admitted : but as Hamid had ftill a greater. 
number of his own friends within the court, it was- neceffary to-. 
gain admiflion for fome more of the king's people, who were 
flopped without by the guards. The king having before inftrudbed.* 
thenv how to proceed in this cafe, they began loudly to wrangle 
with the guard, and threw out bitter inve£tives againft the king, 
for permitting them to be fo unworthily treated. They evens 
fwore that they refpe&ed the vizier, and would fee him* 

f^d^* ^^ vtl * cr hearing this, ordered the doors to be thrown open* 

•wn houfe. and as many to be admitted as the court could contain. This point 
being gained, the king gave the fignal, and all his people drawing 
at once, told Hamid's fervants to remain quiet, and they fhould . 
come to no harm. Upon which, two or three ieized the vizier, . 
and bound him. The king then told him, that gratitude was a 
fecurity for his life, but that it was neceflary he fhould retire frota > 
bufinefs, and fpend the reft of his days in the cares of a future ftate*. 
After this the king ruled without fear or controuL. 

: The fame year, the eight hundred and fifty-fifth of the Higer*,. 

lie left Delhi, under the charge of his eldeft fon, Baezid, and 

marched 



nt oti 



ss 



tint ched towards Motaltan to recruit his army* and to regulate all AD - hs*- 
the weftern provinces. Some of his omrahs being diffatisfied at BcioUregu- 
this time, left him, and joined Mahmood, king of Jionpoor, crapwU- " 
who, during the abfence of Beloli, in the beginning of the year 
«ght hundred and fifty-fix, advanced with a great army, and laid 
liege to Delhi. Beloli haftened from Debalpoor, march by march, 
tior halted till he reached Perah, within thirty miles of Delhi. 



ces. 



Beloli defeat! 
the army of 



Mahmood fent thirty thoufand horfe, and thirty elephants, 
under the command of Herevi, againft him. When the a&ion 
began, Cuttub, who excelled in archery, having funk an arrow 
in the forehead of one of Herevi's elephants, the animal became 
outrageous, and broke the lines. Cuttub, in the mean time, ad- 
vancing againft Diria Lodi, one of the difaffe&ed omrahs, who had Mahmood* 
joined Mahmood, cried out— *" For ftiame ! Diria, where is your 
" honor, thus to wage war againft your own kindred, and to 
* inveft your wife and family in the city of Delhi, when you 
u ought rather to defend them againft your fcatural enemies ?" 
cc Purfue me not," faid Diria, " and I am gone ; n and he im- 
mediately wheeled off, followed by all the Patans, or Afghans, in 
•Herevi's army. The other troops being thus deferted, gave way, 
and Herevi was taken prifoner; but having, with his own hand, juft 
killed the brother of Rai Kirren, that omrah, in revenge, ftruck off 
liis head, and fent it to the emperor. Upon receiving the news of 
this defeat, Mahmood raifed the fiege of Delhi, and retreated with 
great precipitation to Jionpoor* 

The power of Beloli became firmly eftablifhed, and he began to 
turn his thoughts tipoft new acquifitions. His firft movement was 
towards Mewat, where Hamid, the vizier, fubmitted himfelf to 
his authority. The emperor took feven pergunnahs from Hamid, 

and 
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and permitted him to hold the remainder in fee, Beloli from. 
thence marched to Birren, and Diria, governor of Simbol, pre~ 
fented him with feven more pergunnahs* and fubmitted in like, 
manner. He then. took the rout of Koli,. and confirmed Ifah in. 
that government. He; continued his progrefs to Burhanabad, and 
gave that province to Mubarick, while Boga was delivered over ta 
Rai Partab., But when he advanced to Raberi, Cuttub, the.fon of 
£taflen, the governor, fhut himfelf up in the fort, but the king 
took it in a few days by capitulation, and again fettled him in the 
fame government. Beloli marching from thence to Attava, regu- 
lated that government, and confirmed the former Suba. . 



theEafl has 
deiigns upon 
Delhi. 



An omrah, called. Jonah, quitted, about this time, the court ia 
difguft, and joined Mahmood, king of the Eaft, from whom he 
received the government of Shumfeabad. Jonah inftigated Mah- 
mood to make another attempt upon Delhi, who, for that purpofe* 
took the rpute of Attava, where., he, met JBeloli. The armies, the 
firft day of their appearance in fight, on both fides fent out parties 
to fkirmifh*, but npthirtg remarkable was. done, and, the next day^ 
they began to treat, whea it was agreed* that Beloli fhould keep 
pofleffion of all the countries poflefled. by the emperor Mubarick, 
and that Mahmood fhould hold all that was in the pofleffion of 
Sultan Ibrahim, of Jionpoor ; that the former fhould give up all 
the elephants taken in, the engagement with. Hereyi, and the latter 
turn Jonah out of his .government^ 



Offended m 
with Beloli* 



Mahmood, immediately after this pacification, returned to* 
Jionpoor, and Beloli went to Shumfeabad to take pofTeffion of* it.. 
This letter expedition, of Beloli greatly offended Mahmood, and 
he immediately returned to Shumfeabad, where the omrahs, Cut- 
tub and Diria, furprized his camp in the night. But during the 

attack, 
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attack, the horfe of Cuttub, having trod upon a tent-pin, threw 
him,. and he was taken by the enemy, and his party retreated to 
their own camp, Beloli drew out his army in the morning, but 
received advice that Mahmood had juft expired, and that the Dies, 
omrahs had fet up his fon Mahommed ; and, by the mediation 
of Bibi Raja, the young king's mother, who probably had received 
previous aflurances, a peace was immediately concluded. Ma- 
hommed returned to Jionpoor, and Beloli took the rout of Delhi. 

Before the king arrived at the capital, he received a letter from 
Shumfe Chatoon, the fifter of Cuttub, conjuring him,- in the moft 
tender manner, not to fuffer her brother to remain in captivity. 
This prevailed upon Beloli to break the peace he had juft con- 
cluded, and to march towards Jionpoor, Mahommed met him 
near Sirfutti. The younger brother of Mahommed, Haflen, 
fearing his brother's refentment for fome trefpafs, took this oppor- 
tunity of marching off, with all his adherents, to Kinnoge. Sit- 
tal, his other brother, foon followed him ; but the detachment 
which Beloli had fent after Haflen, met Sittal on the way, and 
took him prifoner. Beloli determined to keep him as a ranfom 
for Cuttub. 

In the mean time, the omrahs confpired againft Mahommed, Mahommed 
king of the Eaftern provinces, and having aflaflinated him, ad- aflaffinatcd - 
vanced Haflen, his brother, who had fled to Kinnoge, to the 
throne. Beloli, for what reafon we know not, took no advantage 
of thefe diforders, but now entered into a truce with Haflen for the 
fpace of four years'; Cmttub and Sittal being interchangeably re- 
leafed. Beloli returned towards Shumfeabad, whither Bir-Singi, the 
fon of Rai Partab, came to pay his refpe&s. But as his father had 
taken a ftandard and a pair of drums formerly from the omrah 
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Treachery of 
Diria. 



Deria in an a&ion, that bafc man thdught to wipe off that diflxo- 
nour by affaffinating Bir-Singhi. Cuttub, the fon of Haffcn, Mu- 
bariz, and Rai Partab, differing with the cruel traitor about this 
murder, were obliged to fly to Haflen, king of the Eaftern pro- 
vinces. Beloli, after thefetranfa&ions, returned to Delhi. 



Beloli 
marches 
tgainft Haf- 
fcn, 



But, upon account of the rebellion of the viceroy of Moultan, 
and the diforders in Punjaab, he marched towards that quarter. 
Upon his way, he heard that the Eaftern monarch Haflen was ad- 
vancing, in hk abfence, wkh a great army, to take Delhi. He 
therefore, through necdSky, returned, and leaving Delhi in charge 
of Guttub and Jehan, he went out to meet the enemy. The two 
armies having met at the village of Chundwar, they (kirmi&ed 
without inbermiffian for feven days. A peace was at length patched 
up for the term of three years. Ait the expiration cf this trace* 
Haflen ravelled Attava, took it, and drew over Ahmed, governor 
ef Mewat, and Ruikim of Koli, to his interest, while Ahmed* 
who commanded at Sclwan, and was alio governor of Biana, (truck 
money, and read the chutfca ua his name. Haflen, with one hun- 
dred thoniaad horfe and a thousand elephants, marched from At- 
tava towards Delhi ; and Beloli, no ways intimidated by that great 
force, marched out boldly to meet him. The two armies having 
advanced to Batftevara, encamped for feme time in fight of each' 
other, and after fane ftirmifhes, ,in wrbkh thene was no fupc- 
riorky of advantage dn cither fide* they again ftruck up a peaces 
But this pacification was not permanent. Haflen advanced 
again towards Delhi ferae months after, and was oppofed at 
the village of Sink&r, a«d obliged to depart upon peaceable tenuis* 



Much about this tkne # the mother of Haflen* Bibi Raja,. 

died at Attava, and the JBLaja of Gualier and Cuttub went to oaa&le 

3 Vim 
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him upon: -ifcirt occ»fw>ttt When in diicowjfe^ Cuttalr pewcfred ^;,Jgf 
tha* Haffe* v» * l&tfer enenty of Betoli* ho btrgan to flatter mm 
altar this mannar ; — Beloit is one of your dttpeoxkEiita* auatJ casinot 
think of contending long with yoti. If I do not put you; or pofc- 
feffio** of Delhi* look on my void » nokhmg> He then* with 
pauefe art,, g(5* k»re to depart from HfoflfenV court* amd returned 
to Delhi, and there he told to Beloli that he had efcaped with a 
great deal of difficulty from the hands of Haffen, who was medi- 
tating, a iireih war againft hin*. 

About |hU tin**, At «M*0Med c «BpeifOfi A1U*; died at BudfrQOB* Th<f Empero* 

upon which Haflen went to fettle matter* at Budaoon, and, after 
the funeral ceremonies were bver, he took that country from the 
Children ^f Alia. Marching from thence to Stnafcol, he impri- 
ioned Muhaf i«kpi governor of that proyihoev then marching to* 
wards Delhi, in the year eight htundred and eighty-rthree„ he crofted 
the river Jumma near Gutteraitch. BtloK, who was at Sirhind, 
upon receiving intelligence of this iiurafion* returned with all ex- 
pedition to fave his capital. Sereral flight a&ioha eniued, in 
which Haflen had, in general, the advantage. 



Haflen 
marches ta 
Delhi. 



Cuttuh difpalched a.perfoa to Haflen, informing him, that Be« 
Jolt wad ready to rdiaquifli all: the countries beyond the Ganges 
upon condition he ihould leave him fa *po§Mk>n bf aft the pro- 
Winces on this fide of that rmr, Thefe te^ms beiftg accepted, 
they reverfed thtit hoftife ! fp^ar^, and Kaffen marched home- 
ward. But Beloiij in a perfidious manner, broke the peace, and, Beloli'speiy 
purfuing Haffen T attacked him upon his march, killing a great 
tuunbe*, and taking forty omrdtts primers, befides part of his 
treafuve and equipage* Belofi purfoed his victory, and tookfeveral 
4iftri£ts belonging to Haflfen, fuch as Campul, Pattiali, Shum- 

I Z ieabad, 
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A*. p. 1478. feabad, Sickite, Marhera, Sittali, and Koli, appointing agents to 
manage them under himfelf. But when he had purfued Haflen as 
far as Arumbidger, the latter flood his ground, and engaged Beloli. 
The vi&ory being dubious, a peace was patched up between them, 
the village of Doupamou being fettled as the boundary between the 
empires. After this pacification, Haflen proceeded to Raberi, 
and Beloli returned to Delhi. 

Haflen could not, however, forget the perfidy of Belofi. He 
recruited his army, and fome time after marched againft him, and 
met him at the village of Sirihar, when an'oBftinat^ battfe erifited, 
in which Haflen was defeated, and loft all hiis tfeafure and bag- 
gage ; which, together with an addition of reputation, greatly 
promoted the affairs ef Beloli. Haflen ihkving retfeated to Raberi^ 
he was followed thither' by Beldli,' and upon ftanding a fecond en- 
gagement, he w^s again totilly defeated. After the ; battle, he r& 
treated towards Gualier ; the raja of Gualier brought him fomfe 
Jacks of rupees, elephants, harfes, camels, and a fine fet of camp 
equipage j and accompanied him to Calpie. 






Beloli marched, in the mean time, to Attava, where he befieged 
Ibrahim, the brother of Haflen, and took the place by capitula- 
tion. He, however, generoufly made him a prefent of the fort, 
and proceeded to Calpiej; H*flen n*ct him upon' the banka of the 
river, where tfcfey remained; for fome igLQfcths. But.Rai Chand of 
Buxar, coming over to BeWli, ( flig^r^d ftjtn a paflable ford in the 
river, by which he crofled, and attacking HafFen, defeated him 
and drove him to Jionpoor, upon ^ which Beloli turned off to,ths 
left towards Kinnpge. , Haflen again met him n£|ur that city, hut 
he was once more.defeat^d (with great :flatigh<ei:. HisjjregaUa and 
cquip^e were taken, and alfothe chi^f jady of hi* fewglio, Bihi 

Conza, 
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Conza, the daughter of Alia, emperor of Delhi, who was A £?;]#^ 
treated with great refpe&. Beloli returned, after this vi&ory, to 
Delhi. 

Having recruited and regulated his army, he advanced the fpear Affairs of the 
of hoftility again towards Jionpoor. He conquered that country, 
and gave it to Mubarick Lohani, leaving Cuttub, Jehan, and other 
omrahs, at Migouli, to fecure his conquefts. He himfelf went to 
Budaoon, where he foon after heard of Cuttub's death. Jehan, 
Mubarick, and other omrahs, though they kept up the appearance 
of fidelity, were, after the death of Cuttub, concerting meafures 
to throw off Beloli's yoke. Beloli being apprized of their inten- 
tions, marched towards Jionpoor, and drove away Haffen, who 
had made an attempt to recover it, and placed Barbee, one of 
his own fons, upon the throne of Jionpoor. He himfelf returned 
to Calpie, which he took, and gave to his grandfon* Azim Ha- 
maioon, the fon of his eldeft fon Baizied. He directed then 
his march to Dolepore, raifing a tribute upon the raja of that 
place, who began to rank himfelf among Beloli's fubje&s., 
The king marched from thence to a place in the diftri&s of 
Rintimpore, which he plundered, and foon after returned to 
Delhi. 



Beloli being now extremely old, and infirmities beginning daily Beloli, oH 
to increafe upon him, he divided his dominions among his fpns, **•. ** 
giving Jionpoor to Barbee j Kurrah and Manikpore, to Mubarick ; 
Barage to his nephew Mahommed, famous by the name of Kalla 
Par, or the Black Mountain; Lucknore and Calpee, toHumaioon* 
whofe father, Baezid, was affaflinated a little before by his own 
fervant ; Budaoon to Chan Jehan, one of his old omrahs, and a 
relation ; and Delhi, with feveral countries betwQgp the two 
2 rivers* 
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A't?' J* m# rivers, to his ion Nizanv known afterwards by the name of Suhan 

Hi& 894. J 

Secunder, whom he appointed hi* focceflbr in the imperial dignity. 

Some time after this divifion, the emperor proceeded to Giialier* 
and raifmg a tribute of eighty lacks of rupees from the raja of that 
place, came to Attava, from whence he expelled Sickit Sing, and 

He falls fick. then turned his face towards Delhi, Falling fick upon his march, 
many of the omrahs were deftrous that he fhould alter his former 
will, with refpedt to the fucceffion, which, they faid, was the un- 
doubted right erf" Humaioon, his grandlbn. The fultana, upon 
this, wrote to her fon Nizam, who, having heard of his father's 
illnefs, was fetting out from Delhi, by no means to come, other- 
wife he might be imprifoned by the omrahs : at the fame time the 
king, by the advice of feme omrahs r ordered public letters to be 
lent him, to haften him tx> the camp, that he might fee him be- 
fore his death. Nizam waa greatly perplexed how to a£k upon 
this nice oceafion. He, at length, was advifed by Cuttuluk, the 
vizier of the Eaftern emperor Haffen, who was then prifoner at 
Delhi, to pitch his tents without the city, and to advance by very 
flew marches. In the mean time, the king?s difeafe overcame 

Dies, him, and he died at Mala»ii, in the pergunnah of Sikite, in the 

year eight hundred and ninety-four, having reigned thirty-eight 
years, eight months, and feven days. 

His charac-* Beloli was, for thofe dhy*, efteemed a virtwous and mild prince; 

t6l*t 

executing juftice to the atoioft of his knowledge, and treating his 
courtiers rather as his companion* than his fubje&s. When he 
cameto the empire, he divided the public treasure among his friends, 
and could be feldbm prevailed 1 Hpot* to mount the throne, faying f 
" That it was enough for him, that the world knew he was king* 
** without his making a vain parade of royalty," He was ex- 
tremely 
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tremely temperate in his diet, and feldom eat at home. Though A- P- 148&. 
a man of no great literature himfelf, he was fond of the company 
of learned men, whom he rewarded according to their merit. He 
had given fo many proofs of perfonal bravery that ttone could 
doubt it ; at the fame time, he was often cautious to excefs, never 
~ chufing to trull much to chance, and delighting greatly in nego- 
tiation. 

During the longyreign of Beloli, in Delhi, the empire of Perfia State of Afito 
remained divided into a number of petty principalities, moft of 
them fubjedfc to the defendants of Timur-Bec and Zingis Chan, 
Ilmaiel, who afterwards, founded the dynafty of the Softs of Perfia* 
began to make fome figure, in the Weftern Afia, before the death, 
of BelolL Tranfoxiana, the moft of Choraflan and the provinces 
towards the Indus, were fubjefit to the pofterity of Timur, who 
were engaged in almoft uninterrupted hoftilities againft one another* 
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The omrahj 

variouflv 

inclined. 



Firmilli*3 
boldnefs. 



Secunder 
mounts the 
throne. 



THE omrahs, immediately upon the death of Beloli, formed 
themfelves into a council, in which fome appeared to be 
attached to the intereft of Azim Humaioon, fome to Barbec, the 
eldeft fon of the Sultan then living, and fome to Nizam, who had 
affumed the name of Secunder, in confequence of his father's will. 
When they were debating, the mother of Secunder, whofe name 
was Rana, originally a goldfmith's daughter, but raifed to the 
Sultan's bed, by the fame of her beauty, came behind the curtain, 
in the great tent, and made a fpeech to the omrahs, in favor of 
her fon. Upon which Ifah, the nephew of Beloli, anfwered her, 
in a difrefpe£tful manner, and concluded with faying, that a gold- 
fmith's offspring was not qualified to hold the empire, 

Firmilli, who had been dignified, by Beloli, with the title of 
firft of the nobles, a flout daring man, took him up, and told him, 
That Beloli was yet fcarce cold in his hearfe, and that the man 
\mo threw fuch ungenerous afperfions upon his family ought to 
be defpifed. Ifah replied, That filence would better become him, 
who was only a fervant of the ftate. Upon which the other rofe 
up, in a rage, and told him, he was, indeed, a fervant of Secun- 
der, and would maintain his right againft all who durft oppofe it. 
He rufhed out of the council, followed by all his party, and car- 
ried off the body of the deceafed King to Jellali, where he was 
met by Secunder, who there afcended his father's throne. 



Defeats and 
.pardons Ifah. 



Secunder fending the corpfe of his father to Delhi, marched 
againft Ifah, and having defeated him, afterwards forgave his of- 
fence. Returning then to Delhi, he, in the manner of his father, 

conferred 
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coriferred favors upon all his kindred. Secunder had, at this time, A.D. 1488. 
fix fons, Ibrahim, Jellal, Ifhmaiel, HafTein, Mahmood, and Hu- g * 4 ' 
maioon ; and likewife fifty-three omrahs of diftin&ion of his own 
family, in his fervice. § 

Some time after his acceffion, Secunder marched towards Raberii Marches 
and befieged his Own brother, Allum, in the fort of Chundwar, brother 
for fome days. Allum evacuated the place, and fled to Ifah Lodi* AUum - 
at Pattiali. Secunder gave Raberi to Firmilli, went, in perfon, to 
Attava, and calling Allum, his brother, to court, gave him pof- 
feffjon of that country. He then advanced to Pattiali, engaged Again defeat! 
Ifah a fecond time, wounded, and defeated him ; after which Ifah 
threw himfelf upon Secunder's mercy, was pardoned, and foon 
after died of his wound* 

Secunder, about that time, fent a trufly perfon to Barbec, his 
brother, King of Jionpoor, defiring he would do him homage, and 
order his name to b? read firft in the chutba all over his dominions. 
Barbec reje&ed thefe propofals, and Secunder marched againft him. Marches 
Barbec and Calla Par came out in order of battle to meet him. Mother h Bati 
An a£lion enfued, in which Calla Par, charging too far among beck - 
the troops of Delhi, was taken prifoner. Secunder, upon feeing His policy* 
him, alighted from his horfe, and embraced him, faying, that he 
efteemed him as his father, and begged to be looked upon as his 
fon. Calla Par, confounded at the honor done him, replied, that, 
except his life, he had nothing to make a recompence for fuch 
kindnefs, defiring to get a horfe, that he might fhow himfelf not 
wholly unworthy of the royal favour. He was accordingly mount- 
ed, and perfidioufly fold his reputation for a compliment, turn- 
ing his fword againft Barbec ; which circumftance, in fome mea- 
sure, contributed to the fuccefs of Secunder. The troops of Bar- 
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Barbeck 
•ideated, 



bee feeing Calla Par charging them, imagined that all his force* 
were alfo gone over to the enemy, and betook themfelves to flight. 
Barbec did all that bravery could perform ; but finding himfelf 
deferted, he fled to Budaoon, while Mubaric, his fon, was taken 
prifoner. Secundcr purfuing him clofe, inverted Barbec in Bu- 
daoon, who, foon driven to diftrefs, capitulated, and was received 
with great kindnefs and refpedt. The King carried Barbec with 
him to Jionpoor ; but as Haflen, the expelled King of the eaftera 
provinces, was ftill a powerful prince in Behar, he thought Barbec 
would be the propereft perfon to check him, and accordingly con- 
firmed him as before in the government of Jionpoor ; leaving, 
however, fome trufly friends at his court, upon whom he beftowed 
eftates and jurifdi&ions, to keep them firm in his own interefL 



Seconder 
marches to 
Caipie. 



Secunder returning to Caipie, took the place from his brother 
Azim Humaioon, and gave it to Mahmood Lodi. He marched 
from thence to Kurrah, and Talar the governor paying him ho- 
mage, he confirmed him in his office, and turning towards the fort 
of Gualier, he fent one of his omrahs Chaja with an honorary 
drefs to Raja Maan, who difpatched his nephew with prefents 
10 accompany the King to Biana. Sherrif, the governor of Biana, 
met the emperor, upon friendly terms. The King ordered him 
to give up Biana, and he would appoint him governor of Telk— 
far, Chandwar, Marrara, and Sekite* Sherrif took Omar Serwani 
with him to put him in pofleflion of the fort, but when he had 
got within the walls, he fhut the gates upon Omar, and prepared 
to defend himfelf. The King defpairing to reduce the place, 
went to Agra, where Hybut, who held that fort under Sherrif, 
as governor of Biana, fhut the gates againft him, contrary to 
his expe&ation. This infult enraged the Sultan to that degree* 
that he determined, let the event be what it would* to reduce 

Sherrif 
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Sherrif to his obedience. He accordingly, leaving part of his A. p. 149 u 

army to befiege Agra* returned in perfon, with the utmoft ex- g ' 97 * 

pedition, towards Biana, which he immediately befieged. The 

fiege proved long and bloody ; however, Sherrif, in the end, was Reduces 

obliged to capitulate, in the year eight hundred and ninety feven, ' 

and his government was given to Firmilli, who had been dignified 

with the title of firft of the nobles. 

The fort of Agra falling, about the fame time, into Secunder's and Agra. 

hands, he returned to Delhi, where, in a few days, he received 

advices of an infurre&ion at Jionpoor, among the zemindars, to An infurrec- 

the number of one hundred thoufand horfe and foot ; and that tio * at J"*" 

poor* 

they had already flain Sheri, the brother of Mubarick the governor 
of Kurrah. Mubarick himfelf being driven from Kurrah, was 
taken prifoner by Rai Bhede, of Battea, and Barbec obliged to go 
to Barage, to follicit the affiftance of Calla Par ; fo that the King, 
after twenty two days refpite at Delhi, was under the neceffity of 
marching towards Jionpoor. When he arrived at Dilmow, he was 
joined by Barbec ; and Rai Bhede hearing of Secunder's approach, 
releafed Mubarick, and the zemindars difperfed themfelves. The 
Sultan carried Barbec to Jionpoor, and having left him there 
to punifh the offenders, he fpent a month in hunting about Oud. 
At Oud intelligence was brought to Secunder, that the zemin- 
dars had rifen again, and befieged Barbec in Jionpoor, He 
ordered immediately that Calla Par, Humaioon Serwani, and 
Lowani, by the way of Oud, and Mubarick by the way of 
Kurrah, fhould march againft them, and fend Barbec prifoner 
to the prefence. His orders were accordingly executed, Barbec 
was given in charge to Hybut and Omar Serwani, being efteemed 
an improper perfon for the government, and too dangerous to be 
trufted with his liberty. 

K 2 The 
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A hP - 8 491# ^ e ^ n £> a ^ ter ^ e ^ e tranfa&ions, marched towards Chinar^ 
which was held for Sultan Haflen of the Eaft ; upon his approach^ 
the garrifon made a fally,* and were driven back into the fort ; 
but Secunder, upon reconnoitring the place, looked upon it as 
almoft impregnable, and immediately left it, marching his army 

Rai Bh*de towards Battea. Rai Bhede came out of Battea, and paid him 
fubmits. m # ^ ..... 

homage, upon which the King confirmed him in his dominions, 

and returned to Areil, ordering Rai Bhede to accompany him ; 
but Rai Bhede fufpedting fome defign againft himfelf, left all his 
retinue, and deferted the camp alone. Secunder fent him back his 
effedts. He, however, permitted his troops to plunder the country 
of Areil, and crofling the river, by the way of Kurrah, went to 
Dilmow, where he married the widow of Sheri, the late gover- 
nor of that place. From Dilmow Secunder marched to Shumfea- 
bad, where he remained fix months, and then went to Simbol ; 
but returning from thence, in a few days, to Shumfeabad, he 
plundered the town of Mudeo-makil, where a band of banditti 
refided. Secunder fpent the rainy feafon at Shumfeabad. In the 
year nine hundred, Secunder made another campaign towards 
Battea, defeating Bir Singh, the fon of Rai Bhede, at Carran- 
gatti, who fled to Battea; but, upon the King's approach, Rai 
Bhede took the route of Sirkutch, and died upon his march. 
Secunder, after this vi&ory, proceeded to Sezdewar ; butprovifions 
growing fcarce in his camp, he was obliged to return to Jionpoor, 
having, in this expedition, loft a great part of his cavalry by fa- 
tigue, bad roads, and the want of forage., 

• 

Lickim, the fon of Rai Bhede, and other zemindars, wrote to 
Sultan Haflen, the titular King of the Eaft, now in pofleflion of 
tile province of Behar, that the cavalry of Secunder was now in ar. 
wretched condition, and that it was an excellent opportunity for. 

him. 
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him to take fatisfa&ion for his former defeats. This induced Haf- A. D. 1494. 

fen to put his army in motion, and march dire&ly ag&inft Secunder. lg * 9 °°" 

The Emperor hearing of his intentions, put his army upon the upon Secun- 

beft footing poflible, and crofled the Ganges to meet him, which cr ' 
he did thirty fix miles from Benaris : An obftinate battle was 

fought, in which Haflen was defeated, and fled to Battea. thrown^" 

Secunder leaving his camp with a proper guard, purfued the 
fugitives for three days, with a party of horfe ; but hearing that 
Haflen was gone to Behar, he flopped, and upon the ninth day 
returned to his camp. He foon after marched with his wholfe army Secunder 
towards Behar, but upon his approach, Haflen left Cundu to Behar;* 
guard the city, and fled himfelf to Calgaw, in the dominion of 
BengaL Alia, then King of Bengal, called Haflen to his court, 
and treated him with the greateft refpedt during the remainder of 
his days, which he pafled with him ; fo that with. Haflen the royal* 
line of Jionpoor was extinguifhed. 

Secunder, from his camp at Deopar, fent a divifion of his army which ir 
againft Cundu, who evacuated the city and fled, leaving the 
whole country open to the enemy. The King left Mohabut 
with a force in Behar, and marched towards Turhat, the raja of Bengal in*- 
which fubmitted himfelf to his clemency, and laying down a large 
fum, agreed to pay an annual tribute. To colled: the tribute, the 
Sultan left Mubarick, and returned to Dervefltpoor, and from 
thence went to vifit the tomb of Shech Sherrif at Behar, and dis- 
tributed prefents to the dirvefhes who lived there upon the charity 
of pilgrims. 

Secunder having regulated his army, marched towards Bengal y 
But, when he had . reached Cuttlifhpoor, Alia 'King of Bengal fent: 

DaniaE 
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A. p. 1494. Danial his fon to oppofe him. Secunder detached Zere Zichme,, 
one of his generals, to acquaint him, that he had no intention to 
fubdue the country, but as their dominions now bordered upon 
each other, it became neceflary to know upon what footing he muft 

A peace con- efteem Alia, before he left that country. The King of Bengal 

eluded be- . . 

tween Secun- gladly accepted of a peace, wherein it was ftipulated, that neither 
monarch fhould permit any of their governors to invade each other's 
dominions, and that neither of them fhould give prote&ion to the 
other's enemies. 

Secunder returned to Dirvefhpoor. Mubarick at that time dying, 
the care of Turhat was given to Azim Humaioon, the fon of Chan 
Jehan, and Behar was beftowed upon Deria, the fon of Mubarick. 
A dearth in There happened, at this time, a great dearth in the country, but 
m o an, ^\ duties being taken off by the King's order, that calamity was 
in a great meafure mitigated. Secunder, in the mean time, re- 
ducing the diftri&s of Sarin, which were then in the hands of fome 
zemindars, gave the lands in jagiers to fome of his omrahs ; then 
returning by the way of Movilligur to Jionpoor, he refided there 
fix months. 

Secunder having aflced the daughter of Sal Bahin, raja of Bat- 
tea, in marriage, the father refufed to comply with his requeft. 
Secunder, to revenge this affront^ put his army in motion againfl 

JJattea taken ^ e Ta J a > * n ^ e y ear n * ne hundred and four, and marching to Bat- 
ata deftroy- tea ^ f ac k e( j [^ After having ravaged the country round Bandugur, 
he returned to Jionpoor, where he fpent fome time, in the civil 
regulations of the empire. About this time, the accounts of 
Mubarick Lodi being infpe&ed for the time of his adminiftra- 
tion in Jionpoor, and a great balance being found due to the 
royal revenue, the King ordered-it to be levied upon him. This 

feverity 
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feverity. greatly difgufted the omrahs, among whom Mubarlck A ^P- '+98. 
was very much efteemed. A faction accordingly arofe in the The omn ^ 
army, which firft difcovered itfelf by private quarrels. For, one diffatisfied. 
day, as the Sultan and his court were playing a party at club 
and ball, on horfeback, the club of Hybut, by accident, or de- 
fign, wounded one Soliman in the head. Chizer, the brother of 
Soliman, came up, and returned the compliment to Hybut; fo Quarrels in 

tnc camp* 

that, in a few minutes, the parties on both fides joined in the 
quarrel, and the whole field was in one uproar and confufion. 

Secunder, fearing a confpiracy, fled to the palace* bat nothing Tte Sultan 
of that kind tranfpiring, he made another party at the fame game, ^wivf. 
fome days thereafter, and a quarrel of the fame nature enfued, for 
which Shumfe Chan, who begun it, was difgraced, and baftinadoed. 
But the Sultan would not be fatisfied but that there was fome plot 
in agitation, and therefore ordered his guards to be fele&ed, and 
to keep upon the watch. The King's jealoufies were not ground- ^ plot difco- 
lefs ; for at that time, Hybut, and two other chiefs, had propofed vcrcd ' 
to Fatti Chan, the King*s brother, to cut off the Sultan, who, they 
faid, was now difliked by the generality of the chiefs, and to 
place Fatti upon the throne. Fatti defiring fome time to confider 
of it, difclofed the fecret to Shech Cabuli, and to his own mother, 
who advifed him againft fo horrid an adtion ; and, left the affair 
fhould, by any other means, tranfpire, fhe defired him to acquaint 
the King of their propofal. This he did accordingly, and the 
confpirators were detached upon different fervices, where they 
were put to death by Secunder's orders. 

Secunder, in the year nine hundred and five, marched to Simbol, Secunder re- 

where he fpent four years in pleafure, and in tranfa&ing civil affairs. ^, ^5^! 

But hearing of fome bad adminiftration of Afghir, the governor of ™ l 

Delhi, 
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A hJ go"' ^^» **e *" ent an or( ^ er to Chawafs Chan, governor of Matchiwarri, 
to march to Delhi, and fend Afghir prifoner to court. The go- 
vernor receiving advice of this order, left Delhi, and threw himfelf 
at the King's feet, but not being able to form any excufe for his 
bad practices, he was ordered into confinement* 



A remarka- 
ble inflance 
of religious 
perfecution. 



Somefa&ion 
omrahs ba- 
niihed. 



At this time there happened a remarkable inflance of religious 
zeal and perfecution. A brahmin, whofe name was Bhodin, upon 
being abufed by a Mahommedan, for his idolatry, happened to 
make a very moderate, but what proved to him a fatal reply. 
The reply was this : " That he efteemed the fame God to be the 
" object of all worfhip, and, therefore, believed the Mahommedan 
" and Hindoo religions to be equally good." The bigotted Ma- 
hommedan, for what he thought the impiety of this anfwer, fum- 
moned the brahmin immediately before the cafy, or chief judge 
of the city. The affair making fome noife, by the various opi- 
nions of the public, the King called together all the Mahommedan 
-do&ors of fame in the empire, to decide the caufe. After many 
long difputes, thedodtors brought in their opinion, that the- brah- 
min ought to be forced to turn Mahommedan, or be put to death. 
The brahmin, however charitable he might have been to all opi- 
nions upon religion, refufed to apoftatize, and accordingly died a 
martyr to his faith, which reflects no fmall difhonor upon Secun- 
der and his inquifitors. 

When Chawafs, whom we have already mentioned, entered 
Delhi, he found an order from the Emperor to proceed immedi- 
ately to court, with which he inftantly complied. At the fame 
time, a certain omrah called Seid Sirwani came from Lahore, who 
was a man of a very fadtious difpofition, and commenced fome 
treafonable proje&s, for which he, Tattar, and Mahummud, were 

banifhed to Guzerat. 

In 
i 



. ^In th<! trine htthfl^d fetid- f&tettfl* df the Higera, Rai Man Sing, A. 0. r joi% 
of .Gualier, fefit oil* of his dejsettdants called Nehal to the King 
with rich pfefents ; bat as this ^mbaffador tatked in too high a 
ftrain, Secunder ordered him to depart, and declared war agaiitft 
lib mafter* But h* wWptevetated from the execution of his put- Secumler's 
pofe r for fcitie tane* by the; diath of Ftrmilli, governor of Biana* ^mb Gua „ 
and by thofe difturbances in that province, which fucceeded that llcr - 
governor's death. The government of Biana having devolved upon 
Ameid Solimarf, the fon o£ Rfiiiilfi, whb was yet too young and 
unexperienced fat fuch a charge, ' the king gave that appointment 
to Chawafs. Sifdir was ferit with a force to reduce Agra, which 
belonged* to the' province of Biana, and had then revolted; an- 
other detachment being fent ? at the fame time, to reduce the fort 
df tkHipddtj ^hich was in the poueflioh 6f Raja Benacdeo, who 
had'btfgifn to 1 ttiaite' Warlike '^ Here Chaja Bein, a 

warrior of great fame, felF b^ th£ fwdrd, which fo irritated Se^ 
cunder, who Had a great efteeni" for Him; that he mafchecl him* 
felf agdiftft <haf p&ce. ttpbrf his 1 approach Benacdeo left fome 
friends ttrttief firt, artcf fled tSifaM Gii£lieiy but the garrifon, 
the Aext night^ ; e*&#ated tfrg plai/eVand leff the King to take 
pdfleffion of it. He tarried there about a month, and then 
marched to Gualier. The raja of which place, changing his 
haughty ftile, new humbly fued for peace, fending to him Seid, 
Babdof, Rar Ginis; <aiid dth<ffe, : 'vfiid had,' at different times, fled 
{ram Seconder, and taken protection under him* At the fame 
time, he fenf his own fon, Bickermagit, with prefents* who had 
the addrefs to procure peace, 

Secundfcf ifettarned to Ifelipodf', which he again beftowed ttpott 
Benacdeoi; then marching fo Agra, he, for the firft time, made' Makes Agrt 
that city iifiperialr by fixing his fefidfeace there, and abandoning fideacc. 

Vol. IL L the 
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A. p. 1504. the city of Delhi, Here he remained during the rains, and* in the 
year nine hundred and ten, marched towards Munderael, which 
he took, and deftroyed the Hindoo temples, ordering mofques to 
be built in their Head. Secunder returning to Dolipoor, removed 
the raja from his office, and gave it to one Kimir. He pafled from 
thence to Agra, giving his omrahs leave to return to their refpec- 
tive eftates. 

An earth- * n t ^ ie following year, upon Sunday the third of Siffer, there 

quake at wa8 a violent earthquake in Agra, fo that the mountains fhook oil 
their broad bafes, and every lofty building was levelled with the 
ground, fome thoufands being buried in the ruins. Secunder, in. 
the fame year, moved towards Gualier, and ftopped by the way 
lome time at Dolipoor, where he left his family, and* with an 
unincumbered army of horfe, proceeded to the hills* to plunder 
fome Hindoo rajas, from whom he took great fpoils, and ravaged 
their peaceful habitations, Juft as the King was paffing by the 
town of Javer, in the dominions of the raja of Gualier, he was 
attacked by a refolute body of men, who had lain in ambufli for 
him j but, by the bravery of Awid and Ahmed, the fons of Chan 
Jehan, the Hindoos were defeated, and a great number of rajaputs: 
put to the fworcL 

Seconder be- The Sultan returned to Agra ; and, in the year nine hundred 
**T whichls an( * twe l ye » **e went towards the fort of Awintgur ; and, as he 
taken. had defpaired of reducing Gualier, he bent his whole ftrength to 

the redudion of this place. It was accordingly, in a fhort time, 
taken, and all the rajaput garrifon put to the fword, the temples 
deftroyed, and mofques ordered to be built in their place. This 
government was conferred upon Bickin* the fon of Mujahid Chan* 
when fome envious perfons gave the King information that Mu- 

x jahid 
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jahid had taken a bribe from the raja of Awintgur, when they ^P;^ 
were marching againft him, in order to divert the King from that 
Tefolution. This being proved, Mujahid was imprifoned at Doli- 
poor ; after which the King, returning towards Agra, on the way 
loft eight hundred men, in one day, for want of water. 

Secunder, eyeing from his march the ruins of Agra, moved M *T C ^ 
towards Narvar, a ftrong fort, in the diftrift of Malava, then in V ar. 
the pofleffion of the Hindoos. He ordered Jellal, governor of 
Calpie, to advance before him, and invdt the place, which was 
accordingly done. When the King arrived before Narvar, Jellal 
drew up his army, out of refped, that the King might review 
them as he paffed. This circumftance proved very hurtful to Jel- 
lal, for, from that time, the King became jealous of his power* 
and determined to ruin him. Secunder furrounded the place, 
which was fixteen miles in circumference, and began to carry on 
the fiege. The fiege was now protra&ed eight months, when 
the Sultan received intelligence, that a treafonable correfpondence 
was carried on between fome of his omrahs and the garrifon, for 
wl^h Jellal and Sheri were imprifoned in the fort of Awintgur. 
The garrifon, foon after, was obliged to capitulate, for want of 
provifions, and the King remained, for the fpace of fix months, 
at Narvar, breaking down temples, and building mofques. He 
there alfo eftablifhed a kind of monaftery, which he filled with 
divines and learned mem 4 

Shab ul Dien, the fon of Nafir, King of Malava, being at this 
time difcontented with his father, propofed to have a conference 
with Secunder. The King immediately fent him a drefs, and pro- 
ginifed to fupport him in the government of Chinderi, againft the 
power of his father. But circumftances fo fell out, that it became 
tinneceflary to take that unnatural ftep. 

L 2 The 
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A. D. 1509. 
Hig. 9 i 5 . 

Various mo- 
tions of the 
King* 



The Sultan f in the month of $huh»n» in the year nine hundred 
and fourteen^ marched from Narva? ; but after he had advanced 
to the river Ganges, he began to confider that it would be proper 
to furround that fortrefs with another wall. He therefore ordered 
that work to be immediately tegua* *ad theahe himfelf took the 
rout of Lohar. At that place he beftowed Calpie, in jagier, upon 
Niamut Chatoon, the wife of Cuttub Lodi, and daughter of the 
prince Jellal, his brother. He then diredted his march towards 
the capital, and arriving at Hitgat, fent a detachment againft fome 
rebels in that country, and deftroyed all their habitations, placing 
fmall garrifons at proper diftances to overawe them. About this- 
time he received advices, that Ahmed, the fon of Mubarick Lodi v 
governor of Lucknore, had turned idolater ; upon which orders 
were difpatched to fend him prifoner to court, and that his fecond 
brother, Sud Chan, fhould take the adminiftration of affairs in his 
ftead. In the year nine hundred and fifteen, the King marched 
to Dolipoor, and ordered caravanferas to be built at every ftage* 
Mahumipud Nagori having defeated Ali and Abu Bekir, who 
had confpired againft him, they fled to Secunder for protection. 
Majnimmud, fearing they would brings the King againft him,^bnt 
prefents by way of prevention, and ordered the chutba to be read 
in Secunder *s name. The Sultan, pleafed with his fubmiffion* 
lent him a drefs of confirmation, and returned to Agra. 



Tranfattions 
at Dolipoor. 



He fpent fome months there in building, making fpacious gar- 
dens, and in hunting, then returned to Dolipoor, ordering Soli- 
man, the fon of Firmilli, tf> fuccour Huffen Chan. Soliman very 
imprudently told the Kingi that he could not prevail upon him— 
felf to leave the prefeneei This expreffior* threw Secunder into a 
violent rage, and he forthwith ordered him from his fervice andfc 
caifep by next morning at d&y-lighfc, or that-otherwife all his effe&s;' 

fhould be given to the foldiefs as public plunder. 

Muck 
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Much about this time, Bogit Chan* governor of Chinderf, who A. p. 1J09- 
held that place of the King of Malava, feeing the weaknefs of his ^daca** 
own prince, turned his face to Secunder. That monarch fent Chinderu. 
Amad ul Muluck to fupport Bogit in his rebellion. He foon after 
returned to Agra, and iffued a proclamation bearing the fubmiffion 
of Bogit, and his own confequent right to that country* He fent 
more troops and omrahs to Chinderi, who entirely fettled it as an? 
appendage of the empire. Bogit found matters carried on in his 
government in fuch. a manner, that he was conftrained to refign 
his office, and come to court* 

After this, we find no tranfaftions worthy of memory in the Peace in the 
empire, till the year nine hundred and twenty-two.. AH Nagori, 
foba of Suifuper, in that year prevailed upon Dowlat, gover- 
nor of Rintimpore, which he then held of Malava, to deliver 
the fort to Secunder, if that monarch fhould come m perfon to 
take pofleffion of it. Secunder, with great joy, clofed with the. 
propofal, and fet out towards Biana, to which place the governor 
of Rintimpore came to meet him, and was gracioufly received;* 
Bu AUi, who had been difappointed in fome favors which he ex- 
pected for bringing this matjter to bear, refolved ftill to prevent the- 
accomplifhment of it. He had fo much influence upon the gover- 
nor, that he made him retract his promife about giving up the 
fort, though he had put himfelf in the Sultan r s power. The Sul- 
tan having found out the caufe of this change, difgraced AH, and 
deprived him of his government, but was obliged to return to* 
Agra without fucceeding in his defign upon Rintimpore, fetting 
the governor at liberty, notwithftanding he had fo egregioufly de- 
ceived him.. 

To Agra the King fummoned all the diftant omrahs together^ 
with an intention to reduce Gualier.. But he was,, in themidft of" 

hia 
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A. p. i$i& his preparations, in the year nine hundred and twenty three, taken 
***£• 9 2Z * y[ f a q U infey f f which he died, having reigned, with great 

reputation and ability, twenty eight years and five months. The 
Uiei. parts, which he exhibited, during his reign, juftified the choice 

of his father, who fingled him out, though a younger fon, as the 

perfon moft capable to fupport a title to which his family had no 

claim, by inheritance* 

Sute of Afia A great revolution happened in Perfia, during the reign of Se- 
rf^wSw. cun( *er * n Hindoftan. Ifmael Sofi, having reduced the weftern 
provinces of Perfia, pofleffed himfelf of Choraffan and the weftern 
Tartary, by the defeat and death of Shubiani f the Ufbec, who 
had difpoffeffed the family of Timur of thofe countries. The fa- 
mous Sultan Baber, in the mean time, continued to reign in Cabul 
and the provinces towards the Indus. 
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SECUNDER dying at Agra, his fon Ibrahim * immediately A. p. isr6. 
fucceeded him in the throne. This prince, contrary to the Ibrahim 
maxims and policy of his father and grandfather, behaved him- j££JLn£ 
felf with infupportable pride and arrogance to his friends and family. 
One foolifli expreffion of his was, that king's had no relations, but 
that "every body fhould be the flaves of royalty. The omrahs, of 
the tribe of Lodi, who were always before honoured with a feat in 
the prelence, were now conftrained to ftand by the throne, with 
their hands crofled before them. They were fo much difgufted 
with this infolence, that they privately became his enemies. 

A confpiracy therefore was formed, by the omrahs of Lodi, in A confpf- 
which it was agreed to leave Ibrahim in pofleflion of Delhi, and* a 
few dependent provinces, and to place the prince Jellal, his bro- 
ther, upon the throne of Jionpoor. Jellal marched from Calpie, The empire 
by the aid and advice of the difaffedfced omrahs, and mounted the divided * 
throne of Jionpoor. He appointed his coufin Fatte Chan his 
vizier, who brought over all the omrahs of the Eaftern provinces 
to his intereft. 

Jehan Lohani came at that time from Beri, to congratulate 
Ibrahim upon his acceflion, and, in a very high ftrain, began to 
blame the omrahs for dividing the empire, which, he faid, would 
be attended with many evil confequences to the family of Lodi. j^™ ^ 
The omrahs, feafibte of the impropriety of their conduft, deter- reunite iw. 

* His titles were, Sultan Ibrahim Ben Sultan Secunder. 

mined* 
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A. p. 1717, mined, as Jellal could not be yet well eftablifhed, to call him back* 

l f- 9 2 ^ an( j f diveft him of his new aflumed royalty. They accordingly^ 

fent Hybut, with deceptious letters, to recal him, faying, that there 

was a fcheme for him in agitation, and that it was neceflary he 

ihould fpeedily come to fupport it* 

The omrahs But Hybut having over-a&ed his part, by flattery and impor- 
vain.toin- tunity, Jellal fufpe£ted a plot againft himfelf, and wrote them a 
fitJmMon- genteel excufe. They, however, not difcovering his jealoufy^ 
* 00IV fent Firmilli and other omrahs to enforce the requeft of Hybut j 

but Jellal took no notice of their folicitations or intrigues. Ibra- 
him, and his omrahs, finding that thefe baits would not take 
with Jellal, iffued a proclamation, declaring all the omrahs, who 
ihould join him, traitors to the ftate; at the fame time fend- 
ing prefents and meffengers to alt the principal officers in thofe 
parts* Thefe means had the defired effeft, and the omrahs, on 
- the fide of Jellal, were brought over from his intereft, by 
degrees. The affairs of Jellal declining in this manner, he faw that; 
nothing but a refolute attempt could retrieve them. u He accord- 
ingly marching to Calpie, feeured his family in that fort j and, 
colle&iag all his ftrength, afTumed the title of emperor, under th$ 
title of Jellal ul Dien, and was determined to try his fortune in 
the field. He fent, at the fame time, a trufty ambaflador to Azim 
Humaioon, who held Callinger for Ibrahim, and had a great army 
in pay, to beg hi& afiiftance. Azim was prevailed upon to join 
him; and a resolution was formed, firft to fettle the countries about 
Jioapoor* and afterwards to think of affairs of ftili greater moment. 
They accordingly marched* with all expedition* againft Mubarick 
Lodi, fubaofQud* whom they drove to Lucknore. 

Ibrahim 
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Si 



Ibrahim hearing of thefe tranfa&ions, marched his army to that a. D. 151 8. 
quarter, fending his other brothers, in confinement, to Haffi, l &9**> 
where he penfioned them for life. Upon his march towards Oud, 
he was informed that Azim Humaioon had deferted Jellal, and 
was now upon his way to meet him, which gave him great joy. 
He fent fome omrahs to efcort him to his camp, where he was 
very favourably received. A number of other omrahs, of thofe 
parts, joined Ibrahim ; and he difpatched the greateft part of his 
army, under the command of Azim Humaioon Lodi, againft his 
brother. But before Azim could come up witfr Jellal, he threw a 
garrifon' into Calpie, and, with thirty thoufand horfe, gave him 
the flip, and marched dire&ly towards Agra; while Azim laid J ellal 
liege to Calpie. Jellal had it now in his power either to take Agra, 
pofleflion of, or to plunder, the treafury. But he feems to have 
been perfectly infatuated. Adam, who was in the city with a 
fmall garrifon, not only prevailed upon him to relinquifh that 
advantage, but amufed him with hopes of his brother's favor, 
till he fent him all his enfigns of royalty. Adam went fo far 
as to promife to Jellal the government of Calpie, and other advan- 
tages, without having any powers of treating from the king. 



Adam fent the whole to Ibrahim, and acquainted him of every 
particular. But the king having now taken Calpie, and the treaty 
being concluded without his authority, he took no notice of it, 
but marched againft Jellal, who, now deferted by his army for 
his pufillanimity, was obliged to fly to Gualier, and folicit the and flies to 
protection of the raja of that place. Ibrahim came to Agra, where 
he remained to regulate the affairs of the government, which* 
lince the death of Secunder, had fallen into great confufion. 
The omrah Karim was fent to take charge of Delhi, and Mungu 
to Chunderi. 



Gualier. 



Vol, 11/ 



M 



About 
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A. b. i cio. About this time, the king, without any apparent reafon, con-* 
Hfg. 9Z5. ceived a difguft at Miah Boah, who was formerly vizier to Secun- 
der, and put him in chains, conferring at the fame time great 
An armyfent honours upon his fon. He then formed a refolution of reducing 
agamft Gua- Gualier,' ordering Azim Humaioon to march from Kurrah againft 
it, with thirty thoufand horfe, and three hundred elephants. 
Seven other omrahs, with armies* were fent to reinforce Azinu, 
Jellal, who had taken refuge in Gualier,. being intimida- 
ted, fled to the king of Malava. The imperial army arriving 
before Gualier, invefted the place, and in a few days raja Man 
Sing, who was a prince of great valour and capacity, died, and his 
fon Bickermagit fucceeded him in the rajafhip. After the fiege 
had been carried on fome months, the army of Ibrahim at length 
poffefied themfelves of an outwork at the foot of the hill, upoa 
which the fort, called Badilgur, flood. They found in that place 
a brazen bull, which had been a long time worfhipped there, and 
fent it to Agra ; from whence it was afterwards conveyed to* 
Delhi, and placed at the gate of Bagdat, 

The unfortunate Jellal, who had gone over to king Mahmood 
of Malava, not being well received there, fled to the raja of Kury- 
Jcllal taken, katka, but was feized upon by the way, and fent prifoner to Ibra- 
him's camp. Ibrahim pretended to fend him prifoner to Hafli, 
and affaffi- but gave private orders to aflaffinate him upon the way, which 
Hated. was accor dingly done.— What are thofe charms in power, which 

could induce a man to fhed the blood of a brother ? Nor was 
Ibrahim fatisfied with the death of Jellal ; he imbrued hit 
hands in the blood of feveral omrahs of great diftin&ion. He 
called Azim Serwani from Gualier, when juft upon the point of 
taking the place, imprifoned him and his fon Fatte, turning out 
his other fon Iflam from the fubafhip of Kurrah. But when IDam 
had heard of his father's and brother's imprifonment, and of his 

own 
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own di&tttce, he ere&ed the ftandard of rebellion, defeating Ahmed A - D - 1519* 

Hig. 925* 
who was fent to take his government. The Sultan having received 

advicea of the reduction of Gualier, which had been for a hundred 

years in the hands of the Hindoos, he had leifure to turn all his 

power to fupprefs the rebellion at Kurrah. Azim Humaioon and 

Seid, after the reduction of the place, were permitted to go to 

their jagiers at Lucknore ; where, joining the intereft of Iflam, 

they ftirred up more difturbances. 

Ibrahim placing very little dependence upon the fidelity of the A rebellion 
troops which he had near him, iffued orders for thofe of the 
diftant provinces to repair to his ftandards. He, in the mean 
time, conferred great favours upon Ahmed, the brother of Azim 
Humaioon, and giving him the command of the army, fent him 
againft Iflam. Ahmed having arrived in the environs of Kinnoge* 
Eckbal, a dependent of Azim Sirwani, rufhed out from an am- 
bulh with five thoufand horfe, and having cut off a number of 
the imperial troops, made good his retreat. The king was 
greatly exafperated againft Ahmed, upon receiving intelligence of 
this defeat. He wrote to him not to expeft his favor, if he did 
not quickly exterminate the rebels ; at the fame time, by way 
of precaution, fending another army to fupport him. The rebels 
were now about forty thoufand ftrong in cavalry, befides five 
hundred elephants, and a great body of infantry. When Ahmed 
had received the reinforcement which we have mentioned, and 
the two armies came in fight of each other, raja Bochari, who 
was efteemed the firft man for parts in that age, was defirous 
of bringing affairs to an amicable accommodation. Overtures 
being made, the rebels confented to difmifs their army, upon 
condition that Azim Sirwani ihould be fet at liberty. Ibrahim 
would not hearken to thefe terms. He fent * orders to Dirai 
Lohani, governor of Behar, to Nifir Lohani, and Firmilli, to 

M 2 advance 
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^Hig.' i r 9 ' ac * vance ^ rom ^at <l uarter > againft the rebels. The infurgents 
foolifhly permitted themfelves to be amufed till the armies from 
Behar joined. The treaty being then broke off, they were re- 
duced either to fly or fight upon unequal terms. 

They refolved upon the latter, and accordingly drew up in order 
of battle. Urged on by defpair and refentment, they did juftice 
to valor, and were upon the point of defeating the imperialifts, 
when Iflam was killed, and Seid difmounted and taken. Thefe 
unfortunate accidents difcouraging the troops, they flopped ftiort, 
The rebels and foon after turned their face to flight. Their dominions, 

overthrown. , . 

trealure, and baggage, fell at once into the hands of the king* 

Ibrahim's Ibrahim now gave full fcope to his hatred and refentment againfl 

Sud^ *** the omrahs of Secunder, and many of them were barbaroufly put 
to death. Azim Humaioon Sirwani, Miah Boah, and others, 
who were in confinement, were, at the fame time, affaffinated, 
and fear and terror took poffeffion of every heart. Thefe cruelties, 
and aflaffinations gave rife to another rebellion. Dirai Lohaniy 
fuba of Behar, Jehan Lodi, , and Firmilli, turned their heads from 
the yoke of obedience. Ibrahim having received intelligence of 
this defe&ion, fent a private order to the faints of Chunderi, to 
take off Firmilli, fuba of that country, and thefe holy perfons 
accordingly aflaffinated him in his bed. This frefli inftance of 
Ibrahim's bafenefs and tyranny, ferved only to create him more 
enemies. 

Dirai, of the tribe of Lodi, fuba of Beria, died about this time, 

and his fon of the fame name, affumed the title of emperor, under 

the name of Mahommed, with all the enfigns of royalty. He 

Another re- was joined by all the difcontented omrahs, and found himfelf at 

the head of a hundred thoufand horfe, with which he took poL 

feffioa 
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feffion of all the countries as far as Simbol, defeating the imperial A. D. 1J25. 
troops in repeated engagements. Ghazi Lodi came about this l &91 2 * 
time with the army from Lahore, by the Sultan's orders. But 
having heard of his- tyrannies, by the way, he was apprehenfive 
of danger to himfelf, and returned to his father, Dowlat, at 
Lahore. Dowlat, feeing no fafety but in extremity, revolted 
from the Sultan, and follicited Baber, the mogul, who then 
reigned in Cabul, to come to the conqueft of Hindoftan. The 
firfl: thing, however, that Dowlat did, was to obtain from Baber, 
Alia, the brother of Ibrahim, now in the fervice of Cabul. Sup- 
porting him, as a cover to his meafures, with his whole force, 
he reduced the country as far as Delhi. Alia was joined by the 
omrahs of thofe parts, fo that his army now confifted of upwards 
of forty thoufand horfe, with which he inverted Delhi. Ibrahim 
refolved to march againft him, but when he came within fix 
crores of Alla's army, he was furprized by that prince in the 
night. A confufed and tumultuous fight was maintained to day- 
light, when Ibrahim found that he was deferted by fome of his 
omrahs, who had joined Alia. Ibrahim obferving, in the morn- 
ing, that the troops of Alia were difperfed, in plundering the 
royal camp, rallied a number of his troops, and the greateft part 
of his elephants, returned to the attack, and drove him off the 
field, with great (laughter. Ibrahim entered Delhi in triumph,, 
and Alia, feeing no hopes of reducing it, retreated to Punjaab., 

In the year nine hundred and thirty-two, no remarkable event 
happened in the empire, till Baber drew his army againft Ibrahim, 
as will be hereafter related at large, overthrew him in the field of 
Panniput, deprived him of his life and kingdom, and transferred 
the empire from the Afgan tribe of Lodi, to the family of Timur. 
Ibrahim reigned twenty years : a cruel, proud, and wicked prince, 
though poflefled of ordinary parts, and extremely brave* 

For 
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Bute of AG* For the firft eight years of the emperor Ibrahim, Hmael, the firft 
of th$ Sofi family t reigned in Perfia. He was fucceeded by his 
fon Shaw Tamafp, who acceded to the Perfian throne, upon the 
death of his father, which happened in the nine hundred and 
thirtieth of the Higer at 



e. «7 1 
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ABU SEID, who held the titles of the mogul empire in the A ^ «««•* 
weftern Tartary, and in Choraflknt dying in Iracf* left Ofthefami- 
eleven fons, Ahmed, Mahmood, Mahommed, Sharoch, Ali, IyofBabcr - 
Amer Shech, Abubekir, Murad, Chilili, Mirza Willid, and 
Amer J. Four of the brothers arrived* to the dignity of kings ;* 
Ali to the throne of Cabul ; Ahmed to the kingdom of Samar- 
eand; Amer to the united thrones of Indija and Firghana; and' 
Mahmood to thofe of Kundiz and Buduchfhan., Eunus, king of 
Mogulftan, gave to each of thofe four kings one of his daugh- 
ters in marriage, excepting to Ali... Amer, by Catlick Negar,. 
the daughter of Eunus, had a fon* whom he named Baber, 
born in" the year eight hundred and eighty eight. The relation < 
between Timur § and Baber, is this:- Sultan Abu Seid, the* 
grandfather of Baber, was the fon of Mahommed, the fori of. 
Miran Shaw, and grandfon of Timur, lord of age6.. 

Baber, when, as yet but twelve years old, difcovered-a capacity Saber's un- 

- . t . . n , * ' common ge- 

fo uncommon at that age, that his. father Amer gave him the m**~ 
kingdom of Indija j and, when Amer, upon Monday, the fourth 
of Ramzan, in the eight hundred and ninety ninth of the Higera, 
fell, by an aeddent, from the roof of a pigeon-houfe, and wa»* 

* His titles at length were, Zehir ul Dien Mahomrnsd Baber* 

f One of the provinces of Perfia. 

X It is to be obferved, that Ferifhta prefixed the title of Mirza Sultan, which 
ftgnifies Prince, to every one of the eleven fons of Abu Seid, on account of their 
being defcended from Timur Bee, in the fourth degree, 

^ Tamerlane, . 

4 killed, 
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killed, Baber was advanced to the throne, and afiumed the title 
of protestor of the faith. 

Ahmed, and Mahmood, the uncles of Baber, led their armies 
againft him, to be revenged of him, in his nonage, for the war 
of his father againft them, hoping by the advantage which the 
acceffion of a child might afford, to appropriate his kingdoms to 
themfelves. But an accident defeated their ambitious defigns. 
After befieging him in the capital of Indija, there happened fo 
great a qciortality among their troops and cavalry, that they were 
glad to enter into treaty, and to raife the fiege. Ahmed died upon 
his way to Samarcand *. 



Reduces 
fbme rebel- 
lious gover- 
nors. 



The kings of Cafhg&r and Chutun, both of the family of Timur, 
foon after drew a great army towards the borders of Orgund, and 
made war upon Baber ; but he obliged them to retreat. He, at 
this time, appointed Hatffen governor of Indija, who was not faith- 
ful to his truft. He rebelled in the year nine hundred, but Ba- 
ber marched againft him, and obliged him to fly towards Samar- 
cand. In the fame year, Ibrahim Sarid, the governor of Afhira f 
rebelled, and read the chutba in the name of Beifinker, the fon of 
Ahmed, who had fucceeded to the throne of Samarcand. Baber 
inarched againft him, and befieged him in Afhira, which he re- 
duced in the fpace of forty days ; and the rebel was obliged to 
come forth with a fword and coffin before him* Baber, however, 
forgave him, and marched to Chojind, and from thence to Sharu- 
chia, to meet his uncle Mahmood, with whom he was now re- 

•• The city of Samarcand is fituated in latitude 410 20, and in longitude 95. 
It is the chief town of Maver-ul-nerc, orTranfoxiana. It is much fallen off from 
its ancient fplendor, though it is (till a conflderable and populous city. A good 
trade is driven on there, in feveral jpanufo&ures, efpecially fiDc paper, peculiar t6 
fthattown, 

con- 
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conciled. He remained with Mahmood a few days, and then a. d. 1495. 
returned to Indija. HJg. 9 o<i. 

Baifinker, king of Samarcand, having poflefled himfelf of Befieges Ajv 
Artaba, which was a long time the property of Amer, the father p^ofe!!* 
of Baber; that prince refolved to retake the place, and marched 
accordingly with his army againft it, the very next feafon. Zul- 
noon, who held it on the part of the king of Samarcand, made a 
refolute defence, till the approach of winter obliged Baber to raife 
the fiege, and return to Indija. 

Baber, fn the year following, drew his army towards Samar- Marches to-- 
eand, being in alliance with Ali, the brother of Baifinker, and ^^n^ 
king of BoGhara i for the former endeavoured to recover from the 
latter tie kingdom, of Samarcand.. The confederate kings not 
being able to reduce Samarcand that year, they returned home for 
the winter feafon, and made great preparations for another' 
campaign*. Both the kings, accordingly, in the year nine hundred 
and two, in the beginning of the fpring, took the route of Samar-- 
cand. Sultan Ali reached Samarcand firfly and Baifinker advanced 
without the city, and encamped before him;, but, upon Baber r s 
arrival, he retreated within his walls in the night. EuluChaja, who 
was going the. rounds of Baber *s camp, difcovered the retreat of 
Baifinker,. and falling upon- his rear, put a great number to the 
{word; Baber laid fiege to a fort, called Afliira, at a (mail dis- 
tance from the city, and took it. The confederates, after this 
fuccefs, attacked Samarcand, which was defended with great 
bravery, till winter obliged them to raife the fiege, and retire to. 
quarters, till the enfuing (eafon.. 

Ali returned to Bochara, and Baber to a place called Chajadidar; 
Vox. II- N- Shubiani* 
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A.D. 1496. Shubiani, king of the Ufbecs of Turkeftan, upon his march from 

g. 902. fo s cmn dominions, to join the king of Samarcand, came before 
Takes that 
city. Baber, but he thought proper to make the beft of his way for 

Samarcand. Shubiani and Baifinker quarrelled foon after, and the 
former returned to hi« own country. This circumftance fo much 
diftrefled Baifinker, that, with a fm?tll retinue, he went in perfon 
to beg the affiftance of Chufero, king of Kunduz, alfo of the 
pofterityof Timttf, while Baber, feizing this opportunity, batten- 
ed to Samarcand, and, in the year nine hundred and three, 
entered the city without oppofition, and mounted the throne, be* 
ing acknowledged by the greateft part of the omrahs. 

But as Baber had taken the place by capitulation, and forbad all 
manner of plunder, the army, to whom he was greatly in arrears, 
and who ferved hhn only for the hopes of booty, began to difperfe. 
to wmy. by 9 ^ ie Tno S u * s > ^k° vr€rt commanded by one Ibrahim, went off in 
a body, aftd were followed by feveral other chiefs, with their 
tvhcile dependents, to Achii, where Jehangire, the brother of 
Baber, commanded JAsragire, by the aid of the deferters, and 
that of a prince, called Ozin Haffen, declared himfelf king of In- 
Jlija. He wtote, by way df fneer to his brother, that as Baber had 
fubdued the 'kingdom of Samarcand, he begged to be indulged with 
that of Indija. Baber having received this meffage, gave way to 
his paflion, and, in blaming the perfidy of thofe chiefs who had 
cleferted him, imprudently threw fome reflexions upon thofe who 
remained. The omrahs refented this behaviour, by abandoning 
him, and joining his brother. Baber, in the utmoft diftrefs, fent 
Eulu Chaja to endeavor to reconcile the omrahs to him again, but 
they fent a party to way-lay the embaflador, and cut him to 
pieces. 

The 
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TheomrahsAHandMolana, rathe meantime, threw; a gwrSfea A i£ Mfl6 * 
into the fort of Indij^, and continued to hold it out for Baber* 
The faithful omrahs feat advice to Baber of their fituatioa; but f 
unfortunately at this time, he was taken fo extremely ill, that, Hb miafo^ 
not able to fwallow any thing, he barely exifted by having moif- 
tened cotton applied to his lips* When he had recovered hi* 
health, and found the prefling fituatiou of his affairs in Indija. he 
determined to run the rifque of k>fing Samarcand, rather than hi* 
paternal dominions, and accordingly dire&ed his march home- 
wards- But Aii Dooft, and hia friends in Iudija, having, heard 
that Baber was certainly dead, had capitulated, and given up \h& 
place to Jebangire. This traitor aflaffinated Moiaua* ajkU mounts 
ing the throne, read the chutba in his own name*. 

This difagreeaMe intelligence,, and other advices, that the Samap* Samaicandp 
candians had revolted, were, at once, brought to Baber, upon his 
march, which threw him into the utmoft diftrefs* having now loft 
both kingdoms. He feat, as his laft rcfoorce, Amir Cafim to 
Taflicund, to entreat the affiftance of his uncle Mahmood* That 
monarch haftened to Jttka, where he and Baber met y hut an 
emiflary, at the fame time, came to Mahmood, from Jehangire* 
who managed matters fo well, that Mahmood left his two nephews 
to fettle their own differences, and returned to Ta&cumL This 
imexpe&ed blow had fech an effe& upon the affairs of Baber, that 
they now appeared fo defperatey that of all his army, m aiew 
days, only forty horfemen remained with him, to conquer two 
kingdoms. In this forlorn (ituation he retreated to Chojind* He 
wrote from thence to Mahommed Huffein, at Artaba, acquainting 
him, that the place in which he was then could not prote& hinv 
from the fury of his enemies ; he therefore earneftly fobcited him ta 
permit him to pafa the winter at Btfhaer* Huffeta ^n^rntH »• 

N 2 thia 
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A^D. 149& thJ 8 requeft ; and Baber accordingly took up his quarters there. He 
began to recruit a new army, writing to all the friends he could 
think of, to join him. 

y^ * e After a few were gathered round his ftandard, he confidered that 
ftw. his future fortune depended entirely upon the reputation of his 

arm6, and refolved to employ them againft his enemies. He, 
therefore, haftened to Barnilack, where he took fome forts by 
aflault, and fome by ftratagem. But thefe petty exploits were of 
little fervice to him, for his affairs bore ftill a very ruinous afpe&, 
which threw him into great perplexity. He received, in the 
mean time, agreeable tidings from Alii Dooft, begging his for- 
givenefs, and informing him, that he was in poffeflion of the 
garrifon of Marinan, and if Baber fhould come to take poffeflion 
of it, he would number himfelf among his flaves. Baber did 
not hefitate to accept this offer, and arriving at the place, he 
met Alii Dooft at the gate, who put him into pofleffion of the 
fort, and fupplied his finances. Baber immediately fent Amer 
Gaffim towards the mountains of Indija, and Ibrahim Sara and 
-Vifs Laghiri towards Achfi, to endeavour to bring over friends 
His affairs t0 ^ s P af ty» This meafure had the defired effe£t, for the moun-> 
begin to wear taineers of Indija were gained to the intereft of Baber, while 

a favorable + 

*fpe&. Ibrahim Sara and Vifs Eaghiri fettled matters with the governor of 

the fort of Baab, and two or three more, who declared for Baber. 
The negotiations of that prince fucceeded, at the fame time, at 
the court of his uncle, Mahmood, of Bochara, who marched to 
join him, 

jehanrirebe- Jehangire, having received intelligence of the proceedings at 

Marinan. Marinan, and of the efforts of Baber to raife an army, marched 

with his forces towards that place, and fat down before it. He 

de- 
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detached* at the fame time, part of his army towards Achfi, who, a.D. 1495* 
falling in with Mahmood, were defeated, with great daughter. Hte-W* 
When Jehangire received thefe advices, he was ftruck with em- 
fcaraffment, and retreated to Indija. But Nafirbeg, the fon-in- 
law of Ozin iHaflen, who had now the government of that city, 
feeing the favourable afpe£t of Baber's affairs, by the junction 
of Mahmood, and feveral parties of Ufbecks, determined not 
to admit Jehangire, and immediately fent a meffenger to hafteji 
Baber to take poffeffion of the place. This check ruined the 
affairs of Jehangire, for immediately his army began to difperfe, 
while he himfelf took the way to QfV-and Ozin Haffen that of 
Achfi* 

Baber, by this time, advanced to Indija, and took poffeffion of Baber reeo- 
that city, conferring honors upon his friends ; and thus the capi- minion*. 
tail of Firghana was, in the year nine hundred and four, reftored 
to its former adminiftration. Upon the fourth diay after the arrival 
of Baber, he fet out for Achfi, where Ozin Haffen capitulated, 
and was permitted to retire toHiffaar, Cafim Ogib being appoint- 
ed governor of the place. The king returned to Indija, with die 
greateft part of Ozin Haffen's troops, who inlifted themfelves 
under his vi&orious banners. But the forces of Haffen having, 
upon a former occafion, plundered feveral perfons, then in the 
king's army, of their effetts, a complaint was made to Baber, 
and orders were iffued to reftore the plunder to the proper 
owners. The moguls, unwilling to comply with this brder, 
mounted their horfes, and, to a man, fet out for Orgund, where 
they joined Jehangire aiid Ahmed Timbol, by which they Weref 
again in a condition to march againft Indija. • The king fent a 
geAeral to oppofe them, who was defeated with great daughter, 

many 
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A - D - »49* many of the king's principal omrahs being flain* and fcveral take* 
prrioners* 

The enemy advanced with all expedition, and laid fiege to Indij* 
for the fpace of thirty days* but as they could effect nothings 
againft it, they marched towards Oufev The king having recruited 
his army, marched, in the year nine hundred and five* towards 
indijabc- Oufe, while the enemy, by another road, made a pufh towards 
cgcc ^ Indija. Baber, however, trailing to his friends in that cky, and 

the ftrength of the place, marched to Badwerd, a ftrong fort in 
the pofleflion of Chilifi* brother to Ahmed Timbol. Chifili de- 
fended the place with great refolutioir, but at length was forced to* 
a capitulation, by the terms of which, he was exchanged for the 
king's friends* who had fallen, into the enemy** hands- * 

The enemy Ahmed Timbol, in the mean time,, made an attempt to fcakr 
thrown by the walls of Indija in the night, but was reputed with great k>&« 
Babct; Baber, by this, time* returniag to that place, took a ftrqngpoft by 

the banks of the riven. He encamped before the enemy for the 
fpace of forty days, and then determined to attack their camp,, 
though with greit difadvantage. After aa ohftinate and bloody 
sefiftance* the rebels were driven out of their trenches, and dtf- 
perfed* The king, after the vi£tory, entered the city in tri^ 
ymph. Baber was. mformdd m Indija that fix thoufkqd horfe from 
Mahoiood* king^rf Bochara, whofepo&cy it was ta weaken both 
parties, had come to the affiftance of Jehangire, and had fat down 
before Cafhaa. The kiag* though it w?* now the middle of win- 
ter, infetfrefroft and f now, mftrched that way> upon which the 
allies rctrefated to th6n;olra country; Timbol* who was upon 
his lharch to join the tebefe, fell in accidentally with die King* 
in at iituation where he could not efcape, had not the night 

favored 
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favored his retreat ; by which means he went off with little lofs. A. p. 4499. 
The King purfued him under the walls of Bifhare, and encamped 9 ° 5 ' 

in fight* 

Upon the fourth day, Ali Dooft and Cumber Aii, prevailed upon A peace be- 
the King to make propofals of accommodation. The terms were and his bro» 
immediately agreed upon ; that jehangire fhould keep poffeflioa ^^ chan ' fc 
of all the country between the river^Chajand and Achfi ; and that 
the kingdom of Indija, and the diftrids of Orgund, fhould remain 
to Baber ; that if the latter fhould ever recover the kingdom of 
Samarcand, he fhould give up Indija to Jehangire. After thefe 
terms of pacification were folemnly ratified by mutual oaths, the 
brothers had an interview, and the prifoners upon both fides were 
fet at liberty. The King returned to Indija, where Ali Dooft* 
who was a man of great wealth and power, had began to exert 
unbounded authority. He baniihed fome, and hnprifoned others* 
without the King*s permiffion ; while his fon, Mahommed took 
a princely ftate upon himfelf. The King, upon account of his 
great influence, and the numerous enemies which environed his 
dominions, was conftrained to diflemble his refentment. 

In the mean time, Mazidlir, an omrah of Ali, who by the re- 
moval of his brother Baifinker, reigned in Samarcand, apprehen- 
five of danger from his matter, joined Bijan Mirza, the fon of 
Mahmood, and carried him againft Samarcand. Bijan Mirza was 
defeated, returned, and fent an embaflador to Baber, inviting him 
to the conqueft of that kingdom. Baber embraced the propofal, Mba** 
and drew his army towards Samarcand. Mazidlir having joined E" 1 * 1 ** 
Baber upon his march, it was refolved in council to fend a perfbn 
to found Chaja Eiah, who had almoft the whole power of Samar- 
cand in his hands. He returned them for anfwer, that they might 

march 
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A. D. 1499. march towards the city, and whatever was found then moft advife- 
fr 9 ° 5# able, fhould be done* In the mean time, Dildai, one of Thnur*& 
pofterity, who commanded a tribe in Baber's camp, left his pod 
without any apparent reafon, fled to Samarcand, and acquainted 
the enemy of the correfpondence with Chaja Eiah, which difcon— 
certed their raeafures. His veteran troops crowded to the King** 
ftandard, making complaints againft Ali Dooft.. Baber, therefore, 
determined to difmifs him fpm his prefence, fo that he and his 
fca went over to Ahmed TimbuU but ia a few days he died.. 



Baber defert- 
ed by his 
whole army, 
except two 
hundred' and. 
forty men*. 



His daring 
attempt upon 
Samarcand. 



At this, time Shubiani,. King of the Ufbecs, had taken Bochara^ 
and was upon full march to conquer Samarcand, which Ali was 
advifed to relinquifh to him* Baber, upon hearing this news* 
went to Kifh, and from thence to. Hiflfar* where MafidHr, . and 
thaomrahs of Samarcand, defpairing of taking: that city, left him* 
and went to Chufero* King of Kunduz- Baber* after this defers 
tion, was obliged to take the way to Sirtack* over, rocks, ftones* 
and rugged paths, by which his army differed exceedingly, hav»> 
ing loft moft part of his camels and horfes. This circumftancc* 
difpirited his troops to fuch a degree, that they all deferted him 
by the time he reached Barnilack, except two hundred and forty 



mem. 



Any man but Baber would have nowndefpaired of fuccefs in his 
defigns ; but though he had left a kingdom to which he might 
have ftilt returned* his ambition prompted him to run the rifque 
of a young, adventurer for another. He accordingly marched di- 
rectly for Samarcand* with this finall retinue, with an intention 
to- get into that city, witliout being difcovered. His hopes were* 
that he could raife a fa&iqn among his friends, while yet the city 
was in diforder. He entered Samarcand in the dufk of the even— 
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ing, and went to Eurit Chan's houfe, but in a few minutes his A. p. 1499* 

arrival was whifpered about, and the whole city began to be in an 

uproar. Baber, as his fdieme was not ripe for execution, thought Obliged to 

it high time to make his efcape, which he did accordingly, with-* 

out any lofs. 

After he had got clear of the -city, he looked back and repented 
of his precipitate flight. He immediately flopped in a grove, where* 
being wqaried with the fatigue of the day, he laid himfelf down 
upon the ground to fleep, as did the greateft part of his retinue. In Hu dream, 
about an hour he awaked from a dream, in which he imagined he 
faw Abdalla, a difvefh of great repute, coming towards his houfe. 
He thought that he invited the dirvefli to fit down, upon which 
his fteward fpread a table cloth before him, at which the dirvefh 
feemed greatly offended f, and rofe to go away. The King begged 
he would excufe him, as the offence was committed by a fervant. 
The dirvefh, upon this, .took him by the arm, and held him up 
towards the fky, upon which he awoke, and calling up his atten- 
dants, related his dream, and determined to make an attempt ita-* 
mediately upon Samarcand. 

Baber's fmall party having mounted their horfes, returned and Return* to 
reached the bridge about midnight. He detached eighty of his men wlddThc ' 
before to a low part of the wall, near the Lover's Cave, which fur P mc * 
they fcaled by the help of a hook-rope, and coming round to the 
gate and falling upon the guard commanded by Cafiter Chan, 
killed and difperfed them. They immediately fet open the gate* 
and admitted the King and his fmall party. The city was alarmed ; 
but the party proclaiming the name of Baber as they pafled through 

f The Orientals never eat abroad without a formal invitation ; befides, thefe 
' independent dirvefhes live upon rice and water, and will not cendefcend to be 
entertained by princes. 

Vol. H. O the 
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A. D. 1500. the ftreets, all who were his friends flocked to him, while his ene- 
J g- 9° • m [ eSy not knowing his ftrength, ran diftra&ed from place to place 
to join their leaders. In a fhort time the alarm reached the houfe 
of Chaja Eiah, where feven thoufand Ufbecks were quartered. They 
rufhed out and joined Shubiani their King, who, with eight thou^ 
fand more of his nation, lay in the citadel of Didar. Shubiani, 
with one hundred and fifty men, commanding the reft to wait for 
orders, fct out for the iron gate, but feeing he could do nothing 
with that handful, he retreated. Baber, in the mean time, attended 
by fome thoufands, who rent the Iky with acclamations, followed 
him fo clofe,' that Shubiani could not, either by words or ex- 
ample, make one of the Ufbecks ftand his ground. He therefore 
followed them out at the oppofite gate, and fled towards Bochara* 
and Samarcand immediately fubmitted to Baber.. 

This a&ion, if we confidcr the ftrength of the place, the troopa 
k contained, the alarm that had been fpread in the evening, the 
fmall number who attempted it^ the uncertainty of being joined 
by the citizens, and many other difficulties, we muft efteem it 
equal to the boldeft enterprize in hiftory. The authors who relate 
it, very juftly give it the preference to any of the exploits of 
Timur. Mufidler took this opportunity of wrefting the forts of 
Kirfhi and Heraz from the Ufbecks; while Haflen Mirza, from 
Muracufe, came and took Kole. Baber fent ambafladors to Haflen 
Mirza, and other neighbouring princes, his relations, to requeft 
their alliance, to drive Shubiani quite out of Maver ul Nere. They 
either paid no regard to Babels embafly, or fent fuch pitiful fupi- 
plies, as ferved no purpofe. Shubiani, by this means, recovered 
ftrength during the winter, taking Karacole, and other diftrids.. .' 

Baber de- Baber, in. the month of Shawal, nine hundred and fix, col- 

SKubwai. le&ed his whole force, and marched out of Samarcand, to engage 

Shubiani.. 
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Shubiarii. He came up with him in the environs of Caridzin, and A.'D* 1501. 

fought him. Baber exhibited, upon this occafion, all the good 

qualities of the general and brave foldier, but he was defertcd by, 

his allies, and foon after by his own troops. Only fifteen brave 

friends remained at laft by his fide, with whom, feeing it in vain 

to contend any longer with fortune, he made good his retreat to 

Samarcand. He loft in this attion his principal omrahs, and other 

chiefs of note* Shubiani advanced, and laid fiege to the city ; the 

fcing taking up his quarters at the college of Ali Beg, as being the 

pioft centrical place for fending orders, or affiftance. The liege was 

continued with great obftinacy for many days, numbers being killed 

on both fides ; during which time, Kutch Beg, Loma, and Kel- 

nizer, gave extraordinary examples of bravery. Four month* 

had now pafTed in attacking and repulfing, when a dreadful famine 

began to rage in the city. The inhabitants eat their horfes, and 

even the moft unclean animals, while thofe who could not procure 

other provifions, fubfifted upon the bark of trees. 

Though the King, at the commencement of the fiege, had fent 
ambafladors to the Kings of Choraflan, Kundez, Buckolan, and 
Moguliftan, all princes of the houfe of Timur, for fuccours, he 
received no hopes of their aid. He was, therefore, under the Forced r& 
cruel neceffity of abandoning his capital and kingdom, with about q "^ thc u lty ^ 
one hundred friends, in a dark night, in the beginning of the year <&*** mcn * 
nine hundred and feven. He.efcaped to Tafhcund, whither his 
brother, Jehangire, came to pay him his refpedts. His uncle f 
Mahmood, comforted him in his diftrefs, entertained him in a 
princely manner, and gave him the city of Artaba to refide in' 
during the winter. 

But in the beginning of the fpring, he was again attacked by Befieged rf 



Shubiani, who, not being able to effeft any thing againft the city* 

O 2 plundered 
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Hig. 908. 



Defeated by 
Timbol. 



plundered the country, and retreated to Samarcand. In this man- 
Baber, unable to raife his head from his misfortunes, lived 



ner 



for fome time, Ahmed Timbol having taken pofleffion of the king- 
dom of Indija, which the King had refigned to his brother Jehan- 
gire, upon his taking Samarcand. Mahmood, and his brother 
Ahmed, were at length prevailed upon to fupport their nephew 
Baber in an attempt to recover the kingdom of Indija from Ahmed 
Timbol. When the confederates had reached the boundaries of 
Ferghana, Timbol marched out to oppofe them. It was agreed, 
that Baber, with a fmall detachment of Moguls, fhould march 
towards Ofh, to raife a party there, whilft his uncles oppofed Tim- 
bol. Baber accordingly took Ofh, and was joined by fome of the 
inhabitants of Orgun and Marinan, who expelled the garrifons of 
Timbol. The King immediately marched towards Indija ; and Tim- 
bol decamped from before the confederate princes, and haftened 
back to cover Indija. 

Timbol happened, by accident, to fall in with Baber*s camp, 
when the troops were out foraging, and defeated him. The King 
efcaped, wounded, to Ofh, while Timbol threw himfelf into In- 
dija, and prepared for a defence. The next day, the allied army 
of Mahmood and Ahmed appeared in fight, and fat down before 
the place, where they were joined foon after by Baber. Some 
time after, the inhabitants of Achfi called the King, and put him 
in pofleffion of that place ; but the allied princes, not being able 
to reduce Indija, raifed the fiege. 



Totally de- 
feated by 
Shubiam. 



In the mean time, Sbubiani, King of the Ufbecs, fearing the 
fuccefs of Baber, advanced from Samarcand with a very great army, 
towards Achfi. Baber immediately joined his allies, and they 
prepared to receive,him. But in this adlion, which was very ob- 
ftinate and bloody, the fortune of Shubiani prevailed, and both 

3 the 
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the tincles of Baber were taken prifoners. The King efcaped to ad. 150*. 

Moguliftan, and the kingdom of Tafhcund fell into the hands of ^' ^ 

Shubiani, which greatly augmented his power; Shubiani, fame 

time after, difmifled the two brothers, but Mahmood retired, , and 

fell into a deep melancholy. When one of his friends told him^ 

that Shubiani had poifoned him, and begged to fupply him with 

fome famous theriac of Chitta, as a powerful preventive of the 

effe£ts of poifons ; the prince replied, " Yes ! Shubiani has poifoned 

*' me, indeed ! he has taken my kingdom, which is hot in the 

f 4 power of your theriac to reftore*" 

Baber left Moguliftan, and came to Shudma, and from thence He a&s ad- 
proceeded to Turmuz, in the neighbourhood of Balich, where c£ C ° a 
Backer, prince of that place, who was uneafy at the great power 
of the Ufoecks, glad of Baber*s alliance, who ftill had the com- 
mand of an army, received him with great kindnefs and refpe£t, 
and gave him large prefents. Baber faid to him, upon this occa- 
fion, That being a long time the football of fortune, and like a 
piece of wood on a chefs-board, moved from place to place, vagrant 
as the moon in the fky, and reftlefs as a ftone upon the beach, he 
would therefore be glad of his friendly advice, as he had been fo 
unfuccefsful in his own refolves. Backer replied, That, however 
incapable he was to advife him, he would not withokl his opinion* 
which was, that, as Shubiani was now in full poffeffion of Ba- 
ber's kingdom, and many others, which rendered him extremely 
powerful, it would be more advifeable for him to purfue his for- 
tune elfewhere, particularly in Cabuliftan, which was flow in a 
Hate- of anarchy. 

The King followed this advice, and, in the year nine hundred 
and ten, marched towards Cabul f. Palling, in his way, through 

f The city of Cabul is the capital of the province of Cabuliftan in the moun- 
tains,. 



*oa THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAtf. 



A. p. 150+. the dominions of Chufero, King of Kunduz, he was entertained 
. by him with great hofpitality, for which, we are forry to relate, 

gratitude to our hero made a very bad return. During the time that Baber 
refided there, he ftirred up a fa&ion in Chufero's court, and gained 
over feven thoufand of his troops to his own intereft. Thi6 plot 
being difcovered, Chufero, with a few fervants, was obliged to 
abandon his capital and fly, leaving his troops, his treafure, and 
every thing in the pofleflion of Baber. Baber did not fail to 
avail himfelf of thefe advantages. He marched immediately to- 
wards Cabul, which had beeri in pofleflion of Ryfac, the fon of 
Ali, Baber's uncle, who was then in his minority. One Zicca, 
exerting too much authority in the country at that time, difgufted 
the other omrahs, who aflaflinated him in the month of Zihidge. 
This circumftance occafioned great convulfions in the kingdom ; 
for Mokim, the fon of Amir Zulnon, prince of Garrimfere, took 
advantage of the inteftine divifions of the Cabulians, and invaded 
them,, forcing Ryfac to take fhelter among the Afghans : he him*, 
felf took pofleflion of that country, and married the After of the 
former prince. 

Saber feizes Affairs being in this fituation, Baber arrived upon the borders 
Xn! CabuI " °f Cabul, and driving Mokim out of the field, forced him to take 
refuge in the capital, which Baber befieged and took. He then 
applied himfelf to regulate and improve that country, as dominions 
belonging to himfelf. In the year nine hundred and eleven, Cabu- 
liftan was thrown into great confternation by dreadful earthquakes, 
which laid moft of the cities in ruins. Baber endeavoured to alle- 
viate this public calamity in fuch a manner, by his unwearied 

tains, between Perfia and India. It is fituated in 34 degrees of latitude, and is 
one of the fineft towns in that part of Afia. Cabul is the depofitory and ftaple 
of the commodities, which pafs from India into Perfia and Great Bucharia, and 
is confequently rich and populous. It is at prefent fubjed to Ahmed Abdalla. 

care 
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care and cxtenfive benevolence, that he gained the love and fidelity A^D. 1506.- 
of all his new fubjeds. The reftlefs genius of Baber could not 
he quiet. His afpiring difpofition began to extend his views to 
conqueft. He accordingly led an army againft the Argons of 
Kandahar, and deprived them of the ftrong fort of Killat, efta- 
bliihing an alliance with Buddiulzeman, a prince of the race of 
Titnur, in poflcflion of Herat. He marched in the fame year 
to Kufsluckat, which he brought into fubjedion, and gave the go- 
vernment of Ghizni, which, from a great empire, was diminifhed 
into an inconfiderable province, to his brother Jehangire- 

In the year nine hundred and twelve, Baber marched towards Marchess 
Chorraflan to join Huflein Mirza, who, afhamed of his former, 
behavior, and irritated, by frelh injuries from Shubiani, now pro- 
pofed to Baber, that they fhould join in alliance againft him. But 
when Baber had reached Nimrofa, he heard of Huflein's death- 
He proceeded, however, to Chorrafsan, and endeavoured to ftir. 
up the princes and omrahs againft the Ufbecks. He was not able 
to efledt his purpofe, and he therefore returned, by the way of 
Herat, towards Cabul. The fnows were, at that time, very deep* 
and prevented his paffage over the hills, which obliged him to 
canton his troops in Hazara* 

When Baber was thus conftrained to remain at Hazara, Huflein Difturbancea* 
Gurgan, Birlafs, and other mogul omrahs, joining with Mirza in 
his coufin, raifed him to the throne of Cabul, by promoting falfe 
intelligence of the King's death. But when the news of his 
return reached the people, they rebelled againft the new govern, 
ment, and as* foon as the feafon permitted his approach, flocked 
to his ftandard, put all the garrifons into his hands except the 
capital, where Mirza and his adherents fuftained a fhort fiege, 
and then capitulated The principal perfons concerned in the Quelled.. 

revolt, 
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«A.JD, . revolt, were expelled the country. About this time Nafir, the 
H'o-Q 1 }* Sultan*s youngeft brother, who held the government of Baduch- 
(han, being defeated, by one of the generals of Shubiani, took 
refuge at Cabul, artd, as Jehangire had killed himfelf by hard 
drinking, his government of Ghizni was now conferred upon 
Nafir. 

Baber invited In the year nine hundred and thirteen, Baber marched againft 
-co Kan a ar. t ^ e Afghans c f Ghalingi, who infefted his country, and took from 
them one hundred thoufand ftieep, and fome thousands of other 
cattle, and returned. The omrahs of the houfe of Argon, being 
greatly oppreffed by the Ufbecks, wrote to Baber, at this time, 
that if he would march that way, they would put him in poffeflion 
of Kandahar*. Th£ Sultan did not hefitate to comply with their 
requeft. He immediately fet out, and, as he was paffing Kilat* 
Mirza begged the favor of being admitted into his prefence 
and, receiving his pardon, accompanied him. When he had 
reached the borders of Kandahar, he wrote to Shaw Beg and 
Mokim, that he was fb far upon his way, according to their 
deiire, and that, therefore, he expe&ed to fee them in his camp. 
Since the time of their writing to Baber, fome alterations in 
their politicks, had made them repent of the application they had 
made, fo that inftead of receiving the king in a friendly manner, 
they prepared for war, and defired he would return home. But 
Bab^r determined not to fufFer fuch an indignity with impunity. 
He marched forward, and engaged them at the village of Gil- # 
lifhack, near the city of Kandahar, defeated them with great 
(laughter, and cutting off their retreat $-om the city, Shaw Beg 
fled to Saul, and Mokim towards Dawir. Baber immediately laid 

* Kandahar is the capital of a (mail province near Cabuliftan. It was alternately 
^ poflefled by the Moguls and Perfians, till it was finally ceded to Nadir Shaw, in 

1739. 
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fiege to the city, and took it, with all the wealth of the family of A. ;D. 150*. 
Zulnon, which he divided, by weight, amongft his officers and, 
troops, according to their refpe&ive ftations. He left Nafir, 
his brother, in the government of Kandahar and Dawir, and 
then returned in triumph to Cabul. 

Mokim having, this very year, complained to Shubiani, the TheTJfl*ck« 
Ufbec, prevailed upon him to engage in his behalf, and to march dahar? 
towards Kandahar. Nafir, upon receiving this intelligence, fhut 
himfelf up in the town, and fent expreffes to his brother for 
afllftance. Baber wrote him to defend the place as long as he 
could, but if he fhould be driven to great diftrefs, to capitulate, 
and come to him at Cabul ; for that, at the time, he was in no 
condition to difpute the field with Shubiani, whofe forces and 
finances were greatly fuperior ; befides, that a defeat might ruin 
him for ever, and overfet all the projects he had formed of railing 
himfelf a kingdom in Hindoftan. Nafir, according to thefe 
inftru&ions, after he could hold out no longer with propriety^ 
capitulated, and came to the king at Cabul. Shubiani, after 
taking the place, gave it back to the fons of Zulnon, and 
marched with his army towards Choraffan. But no fooner had 
Shubiani evacuated Kandahar, than the Arguniahs, a wild tribe, 
made an incurfion, and poflefled themfelves of the place. This 
was an agreeable piece of news to Baber, as they formed a barrier 
between him and the Ufbecks. 

This year, upon the fourth of Zicat, Baber had a fon born to Humaioon 
him in Cabul, whom he nam^dllHhimaioon, who afterwards be- 
came emperor of Hindoftan. The Sultan, in the following year, 
took the field againft the Memind Afghans, and, during his 
abfence, the moguls of Chufero, who had been left to defend 
Cabul, revolted, and fet up again Ryfac, the fon of Ali, upon 

Vol. H. P the 



io6 



THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN. 



A.D. 
Hig. 
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915. 



the throne. The king was immediately deferted by the great- 
eft part of his army ; for hearing of the rebellion in Cabul* 
they haftened home to protect their families, infomuch, that out 
of upwards of ten thoufand horfe, which he carried to the field* 
Baber had now fcarce five hundred remaining in his camp. 



Baber's dar- 
ing enter- 
prize. 



Kills five 
omrahs in 
tingle com- 
bat. 



Notwithftanding thefe misfortunes, Baber boldly refolved to 
advance towards Cabul, with the few trufty friends he had left.. 
Ryfac, upon the Sultan's approach, came out of the city with an 
army ten or twelve thoufand ftrong. The king, with his fmalt 
troop, advanced towards them, and when he came near, ortfered 
his party to halt. He himfelf rode clofe up to the rebel-army,, 
and challenged Ryfac to fingle combat ; but, as he feemed to 
decline it, five omrahs, one after another, engaged him, and fett 
by his hand. The names of the otnrahs were,. Alii Shubcore* 
Alii Seiftani, Nifer the Ulbeck, Jacoob, and Ufbeck Bahadar/ 
This heroic behavior ftruck the rebels with fo much admiration, 
and aftonifliment, that they refufed to fight, by which means the 
ufurper was taken. But fo great was the king's clemency, that he 
pardoned him ; but foon after, beginning to raife more diftur^ 
bance, he fufFered the juft reward of a traitor* 



War between 
Perfia and 
theUibeck*. 



The country of Chufero, king of Kunduz, having fallen into the 
hands of the Ufbecks, who took no proper means of keeping it in 
fubjedtion, a number of independent chiefs fprung up in Buduch- 
fhan, of whom the principal was Zeiper. Chan Mirza, upon this* 
by the advice of his mother, Sha Begum, who traced her genealogy 
to the great Secunder*, began to entertain hopes, and to take 
meafures to raife himfelf to that kingdom. Having previoufly 
obtained leave of Baber, he this year left Cabul ; and, having 
raifed a fmall army, advanced towards the borders of Buduchfhan. 



* Alexander the Great. 



But 
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But his mother, who came up in the rear, was attacked by a body A. D. 1509. 

of Kafhgars, and carried off prifoner, while Chan Mirza was 1 ^9 1 S- 

defeated, and obliged to give himfelf up to Zeiper, who kept him 

under guard. Eufoph Ali, who had been an old fervant of 

Mirza, formed a confpiracy againft Zeiper, and aflaffinated 

him, and Chan Mirza was raifed to the throne by the people* 

In the year nine hundred and fixteen, Ifmaiel Suffavi f, king 

of Perfia, wrote to Shubiani to withdraw his troops from fome of 

the ikirts of his dominions, upon which he had begun to encroach, 

to root up the tree of contention, which produced bitter fruits, and 

to plant that of friendfhip, whofe bloflbms fhed the moft grateful 

perfume. Shubiani replied, That it was only for thofe who were 

defcended from kings to entertain thoughts of empire ; that 

k was true, thut Ifmaiel) though the fon of a Fakier, had raifed 

himfelf to a kingdom, when there was no lord of feven nations 

around him, to oppofe him ; that therefore, it would be now 

advifeable for him to retire to his former obfcurity, and that* .j 

for that purpofe, he had fent hin> a ftaff and a beggar's difh for 

hi6 inheritance ; for that Shubiani only was worthy of poffefling -J 

the bride of royalty, who durfl; kifs her through oppofing fwords* 

Ifmaiel anfwered, That if empire was an inheritance, by what 

mean* was it fo. often violated > till it fell to his lot ? for his own 1 

part, he Jxad always confidered the right of kings as founded upon 

power* and that the longeft fword was the beft title. That, with 

the latter, he was, at all times, ready to difpute with Shubiani ; 

and that, though he himfelf had no opinion of contemptuous 

oftentation, yet in return for Shubiani's prefent, he had fent him a 

gridiron add fpianing-wheel for his amufement. As for the refi* 

that Ifmaiel would be his own meffenger. 

t The firft of the Perfian dynafly called corruptedly in Europe, the Sophis 
of Perfia. 
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Shubiani 
overthrown 
and flain. 



Baber 

inarches to 
s recover his 
•dominions* 



Having difpatched this meflage, Ifmaicl immediately collected 
his army, and marching eaftward, fubdued Chorraffan, and ad^ 
vanced to Murve, before Shubiani could make the leaft oppofition. 
Shubiani not being then prepared to engage Ifmaiel, in the field* 
he (hut himfelf up in Murve. But being feverely reproached by 
Ifmaiel, he marched out and gave him battle, in which he was. 
defeated. In his flight he had the misfortune to get into a park, 
with about five hundred princes and principal officers, from whence 
he could find no outlet. He was attacked there by the king of 
Perfia, and feeing no hope of efcape left, he and his followers 
fought, refufing quarter, till every man of them was laid dead out 
the field* 



1 j- 



Chan Mirza immediately difpatched accounts of this important^ 
event from Buduchflian to Baber, and went himfelf to Kunduz j 
informing the king, that now was the time for recovering his for- 
mer dominions. Baber accordingly, in the year hme hundred 
and feventeen, marched, with all expedition, towards HiffaiV 
croffing the Amu * wkh Chan Mirza. But a great army of 
Ufbecks being encamped near that city, the moguls were, obliged 
to retreat to Kunduz. Ifmaiel, at this time, fent the* Sultana: 
Zada, Baber's fifter, who had been taken in Samarcandv by 
Shubiani, and afterwards married by him, with- all her* eff&h» 
to Kunduz ; where fhe gave fo- favorable an. account of the 
generous behavior of the Perfian, that Baber was induced to 
hope for his affiftance ia reinstating him in his hereditary king- 
dom. He, for this purpofe, fent him an ambaflador, with pro- 
per prefents. In the mean time, in order to keep up the fpirit of 
enterprise, he marched towards HifTaiv where he Hill found the 
TJfbecks greatly fuperior in force to him.. He therefore declined! 
tot. attack them, till he fhouftl recruit more forces*. This being; 
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<Jone, he advanced to their encampment, and offered them battle, A - P- »s«» 
which they accepted, and Baber obtained a complete vi&ory, to 
which the bravery of Chan Mirza greatly contributed. 

He was, in a few days after, joined by Ahmed, of the Suff- 
vi family, A1K Oftagelo, and Sharock, with a fine body of 
cavalry on the part of the king of Perfia, by which his army 
amounted to fixtyvthoufand horfe. With this force he marched 
towards .Booharaio aid, after feveral fttccefeftd a&ioiis withAb- Takes B*r 
dulla, and JaniBeg* poffeffed himfelf of that kingdom. Upon 
the fifteenth of Jlegib of the fame year, he marched from Bochara 
to Samarcand, which city furrendered to him the third time, and and Samsuv 
acknowledged him fovereign* Baber fixed his refidence at can * 
S*ijparcan4* and appoij#e£ N$ftf* . his brother, to the- government 
of <^vd, .giving k*v$..jto tfc troops, of Perfia to. return home. 
But he had not .poflefCed this throve above nine months, before 
the Ulbecks,., whft had.fled toTurkeftan, advanced, under Timur* 
who ha4 .ij^c^ed Jo ShubianL Upoa receiving thefe advices, 
Baber matched to defend Bochara, where he engaged the Ufbeckst 
but being defeated, was obliged to fhut himfelf up within the 
walls. He was, in the end, forced to abandon the city, and ta 
retreat to Samarcand*. Ha;e he was again befieged, and obliged , 
to fly ta Shadmaru 

» * • 

About this time, Nigipi Sani, of Ifpahan, general of thePerfiaa Makes an ai- 
armies, advanced with an intention to poflefs himfelf of Balich. the Perfiam 
Baber, ever watchful to grafp at every thing favorable to the rulingr & ntnlm 
pafiion of his ibul, formed an alliance with him for the reco- 
very of his dominions. Sani having taken the fort of Kiriflx 
from the Ufbecks, put the garrifon, confiding of fifteen thoufand* 
to the fword. He then laid fiege to Gudgdewan, in conjunction, 
with the Sultan, whither the princes of the Ulbecks advanced- 

againft 
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^Hfe' 02I 8 ' a £ a * nj ft them, from Bochara, Avith a great army ; and fortune Jieing 
ftill the adverfary of I3abcr, Ni;ri»i Sani, with p great part of his 
army, was flain, and the mopjl prince himfelf obliged to fly to 
Shadman, witli a few attendants. 

A confpiracy Nor did the misfortunes of Baber rife from the enemy alone. I lis 
life. attendants confpired againft his life, for having blamed fome of 

them for bad behavior. They rufhed, in the night, into his tent, 
but being alarmed by the noife, he made his efcapc naked, and 
reached the fort of Aric before morning, without one attendant ; 
and the confpirators plundered his camp, and difperfed themfelves. 
In this fituation of affairs, the king faw no further hope in thofe 
northern regions, and therefore fet out for Cabul with a fmalt 
retimie, and upon his arrival appointed Nafir to the government 
*£ Ghkni. In- the year nine hundred and twenty-four, hd 
marched towards Sawad and Bejoar, poflefled by the Afghans 
of Zehi, who had been infefting his country. Having defeated 
thofe mountaineers, and carried fome thoufands of them into 
captivity, he gave the government of that country to one of his 
onrrahs. 

Meditates the When Seconder, the emperor of Hmdoftan, died, hewasfuc- 
m3^^ ceeded, as we have already related, by Ibrahim the fecond, in : 
whofe reign the Patan chiefs of the imperial family of Lodi, be- 
came fo factious, that they totally broke the powef ' of that empire. 
Baber reckoned this a good opportunity to eftabHfh himfelf in 
India, the conqueft of which he had long meditated, though he 
was always embroiled in other affairs* Baber accordingly, in the 
year nine hundred and twenty-five, marched his army as far as 
the blue river, one of the branches of the Indus. He fubdued all 
the countries in his way, and croffing the river, advanced to 
Berah in Punjab, raifing heavy contributions for with-holding 

his 
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his troops from plunder. He fent from Berah, one Moulana, A. p. 15 18. 
with an embafly to the emperor Ibrahim, acquainting him, that 
as that country had been for many years in the pofleffion of the 
houfc of Timur, it was proper he fhould now relinquifh his preten- 
fions to it, and fo prevent the war from being carried further into 
India. At this place Baber received advice of the birth of another 
fon, whom he named HindaL He appointed Haflen Beg, 
governor of the conquered countries as far as Chinaab, and march- 
ed in perfbn againft the Gickers, and befieged the fort of Pirhala, 
whither Hati their chief had retired., • The Gickers were, one day, 
tempted to take the field, and were defeated by Dooft Beg, the* 
mogul general, while the king in perfon cut off their retreat to the 
fort, and obliged them to fly to the mountains. The fort, in 
which there was a considerable treafure, fell by this means into his 
hands, which fatisfied Baber for this expedition, and he returned 
to CabuL 

In the latter end of the fame year, Baber returned again to Hin- His fecon* 
doftan, with an intention to take Lahore, and in his way chaftifed : ^ HinW 
fome Patans of tlie tribe of Zehi, who difturbed him in his march. taiu 
He built a fort at Pefhawir, and then advanced to the Indus. He 
there received intelligence, that the king of Kafhgar, or Little 
Bucharia, wa* marched into Buduchflian, . which obliged him t£> 
return, leaving the prince Mahommed, one of the defcendante 
of Timur, with four thoufand horfe, to fupport his authority in* 3 

the country. He had not, however, reached Cabul, before he 
heard that the king of Kafhgar had been obliged to retreat* 
Baber, therefore, turned hi& face towards the Afghans* of the 
tribe of Chizer Cheit, who began to make depredations upon the 
kingdom of Cabul in his abfence, and feverely chaftifed them for 
their infolence, fpoiled their country, and returned to his capital. 

.'1 
Baber, 
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Third expo- 
dition into 
Jiindoftan, 



Returns and 

befiegesKan* 

dahar, 



Baber, in the year nine hundred and twenty-fix, marched & 
third time towards India, chaftifing the Patans in his way, till he 
reached Salcot, the inhabitants of which country fubmitted, and 
faved their pofleffions. But the people of Seidpoor, ere&ing the 
(landard of defence, were, in the end, put all to the fword, their 
wealth given up to depredation, and their children and wives car- 
ried away captive. Baber was here alarmed, by intelligence from 
Cabul, that obliged him to return, for the Kandharians had invaded 
his country. He marched againft them, drove them out of the 
field, and inverted their capital. 



which If 
taken* 



He, in the mean time, received advice of the death of Chan 
Mirza, in Buduchfhan, and appointed his fon Humaioon to that 
government. Shaw Beg, the prince of Kandahar, held out with 
great bravery agaijift Baber for the fpace of three years, during 
which time the blockade lafted. But in the year nine hundred and 
twenty-eight, Baber, who was obftinate in his refolution, at 
length reduced Kandahar, and all the country of Garrumfere, 
appointing prince Camiran, his fon, to the government. 



Fourth expe- 
dition into 
Hindoftan. 



Lahore 
taken. 



Soon after the furrender of Kandahar, Dowlat Lodi, apprehen- 
five of the emperor Ibrahim, fent a deputation to Baber, at Cabul, 
begging his prote&ion. Baber, in the year nine hundred and 
thirty, augmented his army, and advanced within fix crores of 
Lahore, where Par Lodi, Mubarick Lodi, and Bicken Lohani, 
who were powerful omrahs of Punjab, joined their forces, and 
oppofed him ; but they were defeated with great flaughter. Baber, 
in perfon, marched to Lahore, and took it, fetting fire to the 
Bazar, according to a fuperftitious cuftom of the Moguls. 



and Debal- 
poor. 



The king remained four days only in Lahore, and then ad- 
vanced againft Debalpoor. He fummoned the place to furrender, 

3 but 
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but as the garrifon forced him to rifque an affault, in which he a. D. 1523, 
was fuccefsful, he put them all to the fword. Dowlat Lodi, with Hl &- M°' 
his three fons, joined Baber at Debalpoor, and the father was ap- 
pointed to the government of Jallender, Sultanpoor, and other 
diftri&s of Punjab, which rendered him very powerful. 

This Dowlat Lodi was a defcendant of the race of that name p^t Lodi 
who heretofore reigned at Delhi. He gave to Baber information, 
that Ifmaiel Selwani, and other Afghans, were colle&ed at Kha- 
rah ; that it would, therefore, be advifeable to detach a force 
againft them. The Sultan agreed to this propofal, and prepared 
to fend a detachment that way. In the mean time, Delawir, the 
youngeft fon of Dowlat, acquainted Baber, with whom he was a 
great favorite, that his father and brother wanted to divide his 
troops, to put fome plan which they themfelves had concerted, in 
execution. The king, after being convinced of the truth of this 
information, ordered Dowlat, and his fon Ghazi, into confinement. 
He then crofled the Suttuluz, advanced to Sirhind, and there re- 
leafed the two Lodi's, and gave them eftates. But when they 
had reached Sultanpoor, they deferted the camp, and fled to the 
hills. The king, upon this, gave to Delawir the title of firft of 
the nobles, and both their eftates ; but as the father and fon 'a 
defertion greatly afFe&ed Baber's intereft in Hindoftan, he thought 
it no ways advifeable to proceed to Delhi this year. He, accord- 
ingly, returned to Lahore, and, having appointed governors to the 
different countries in his poffeffion in India, fet out for Cabul. 

During Baber's abfence, Dowlat Lodi found means to feize hi9 
fon Delawir, who had betrayed him, and put him in chains ; then 
marching with a formidable army to Debalpoor, fought Alia, the 
brother of the emperor Ibrahim, and Baba Kifk^ and defeating 

Vol. II. 0^ them* 



U4 



THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN. 



A. D. 15*4, 
Hig-931. 

^Defeats Sa- 
ber's forces. 



them j fubdued that country. Alia fled to Cabal, and Baba to 
Lahore* Dowlat fent five thoufand Afghans againft Salcot, but 
Mir Aziz, governor of Lahore, immediately marched, with what 
forces he had, to the affiftance of Kokiltafh, who held the govern- 
ment of Salcot, and meeting with this detachment of Afghans, 
defeated them, and returned to Lahore. 



Ibrahim at- 
tacks him« 



Much about this time, an army, on the part of Ibrahim, enw 
peror of Delhi, marched againft Dowlat Lodi and his fon. Dow- 
lat turned his army to give them battle, and, having met them at 
Bidwarrah, found means to ftir up a fa&ion in his own favor in 
the imperial camp, infomuch that fuch as were not difaffe&ed 
were obliged to fly the camp, and return to Ibrahim* 



Alia arrives 
at Lahore* 



ffencges 
Delhi. 



Alia, who had loft his government of Debalpoor, and had fleel 
to Cabul, now arrived in Lahore, with orders from Baber to all his 
officers in thofe parts, to join him with all their forces, and march 
towards Delhi, and that he would fupport them in perfon as foon 
as his affairs at home would permit. Dowlat and Ghazi Lodi, 
hearing of this order, wrote to the mogul omrahs, that they were 
glad to find that Baber efpoufed the caufe of Alia, who was the 
very perfon they themfelves would chufe to raife to the throne of 
Delhi ; that if they Would, therefore, fend him to them, they 
would undertake to place him upon the Mufnud. The mogul 
ehiefs, having firft obtained a grant for Baber, of all the countries 
to the north-weft of the Indus, permitted Alia to join the Lodi's 
himfelf, without complying further with their mailer's orders. 
When accordingly Alia arrived in their camp, Dowlat and hia 
fon fupplied him with the greateft part of their force, with whi^h 
he marched towards Delhi, and inverted it, as before related, with 
forty thoufand horfe* In the mean time, the emperor Ibrahim 

3 advanced 
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advanced agaiaft hie brother from Agra:, and was furprized, in the A ^- J5js- 
sight, when -he had reached near the city ; but, by the irregular 
behavior of Alia's army, who N , in the morning, difperfed them- 
selves to plunder, they were fallen upon by Ibrahim, and de- 
feated in their turn, which obliged Alia to retreat, in gfeat dif-' Overthrow*, 
trefe, to Punjaab. When Baber heard of the defeat of Alia, he 
awoke from the dream of indolence and luxury, which he had 
indulged for fome time in Cabul, and, in the beginning of the 
fpring, of the year nine hundred and thirty two, marched the 
fifth time towards Hindoftan. He was joined by his fon Humai- 
oon, with a good force, from Buduchfhan, and Chaja Gallan, 
with the troops from Ghizni. He took the rout of Lahore, and 
in the way ufed to hunt rhinoceroies, with which that country 
abounded, and fo had an opportunity of putting the perfonal bra* 
very of moil of his chiefs to trial, as that was a dangerous and 
warlike exercife. Many of thafe animals were killed, and fome 
taken alive in toils* 



Upon the firft of the firft Ribbi, Baber crofled the Indus, and JjJj^JJ® 1 
upon the banks of that river, muftered his army, which confifted 
of only ten thoufahd chofen horfe. Croffing then that branch of 
the Indus, which is called Behat, he advanced to Salcot, where 
Alia met him, and likewife Ali, governor of Cullanore, and Hat* 
fen, the colledlor of the revenues in thofe provinces. Dowlat 
Lodi and his fon Ghazi who reckoned themfelves publickly in the 
fervice of Alia, now lay upon the banks of the Ravi, near Lahore, 
with an army of forty thoufand men ; but when Baber advanced 
towards them, they fled; Dowlat to the fort of Milwit, and Ghazi 
to the fkirts of the hills. Baber inverted Milwit, and Dowlat, after 
a few days, capitulated. It feems, that fome days before, he put 
on two fwords, and boafted what he would do to Baber, Baber 

Q^z now 
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that manner Dowlat was brought to his prefence ; but notwithftand* 

ing his behaviour, the King forgave all his crimes, and took him 

into favor. When the gates of the fort were opened, the troops 

prefled in an irregular manner, and began to plunder. Baber, upon 

this, mounted his horfe, and entering, was under the neceflity of 

ufmg violence, to prevent their outrages. He killed, upon this oc- 

Cafion, a principal officer of his fon Humaioon's retinue, with ait 

arrow, for which he was extremely grieved, as it happened by mif- 

take. The King, by this means, faved the honor of Dowlat's family, 

who were all in the place, and preferved a noble library which he 

had colledted, Dowlat being a poet and a man of learning. Baber 

marched from thence the next day, and purfued Ghazi, when 

Delawir, the fon of Dowlat, who had been dignified with a title, 

found means to efcape to him, and was honorably received. A 

mogul chief, who was detached hi front, having fallen in with 

Ghazi, defeated him, and purfued him fo clofe, that he was obliged 

to fly to the Emperor Ibrahim, at Delhi. The elder Dowlat died 

upon this march. 

Maicbesto- Baber having, fa feveral a&ions, perceived the inferiority o£ 
watfftJJ . ^ e i n di an troops to his own, determined to delay no longer hi* 
final attempt upon the empire. He accordingly marched towards 
Delhi, having fome letters of encouragement, at the fame time*; 
from a few of the malcontents at the court of Ibrahim. When he. 
had reached the banks of the Giger, he heard that the governot 
of Firofa, was waiting to oppofe him in front, with the troops- 
of thofe parts. Baber, therefore, fent his fon Humaioon, withi 
fbme of his moil experienced officers, to drive the governor from, 
his poft, which they effedted, and returned vi&orious to the army.. 
As this was the firft battle in which prince Humaiooa commanded, 
• • his, 
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his father was greatly rejoiced, and gave him the countries ofFTrofa a j*>- *s*j* 
and Jallender in Jagier. Two days after, Meian, a chief of the 
party of Ibrahim, appeared in fight, and defired to join Baber's 
colours, with three thoufand Patan horfe, and was accordingly en- 
tertained in his fervice- 

Baber having arrived within two ftages of Shawabad, received A " We ?^ ' 
intelligence that Ibrahim, with a great army, had marched out 
of Delhi to oppofe him, and that Daood and Hatim formed his 
•vanguard with twenty feven thoufand horfe. The fultan imme- 
diately detached Timur, and other nobles, with all the troops of 
the left wing, and the fquadrons of Juneid Birlafs, and Haflen Bir- 
lafs, againft this advanced poft. They accordingly fell in with 
•them the next morning at fun-rife, and after an obftinate conflict, 
put Daood and Hatim to flight, but the latter fell in the purfuit. 
4 The vi&ors took feven elephants, and a great number of prifoners, 
with whom they returned to Baber j but he, we are forry to relate 
fuch barbarity, put them to death, by way of ftriking terror into 
his enemies. 

Baber advancing to the field of battle, encamped there fix Preparation* 
days, ordering chains to be made to link the carriages of his cngag^wir^ 
guns together, to prevent the horfe breaking through them. The 
imperial army under Ibrahim, by this time, confided of one hun- 
dred thoufand horfe, and a thoufand elephants ; that of Baber, of 
thirteen thoufand only. When Ibrahim had advanced near, Baber 
ordered five thoufand horfe to attack the Indian camp in the night; 
but finding the enemy upon their guard, this detachment returned 
without attempting any thing. 

This retreat haftened Ibrahim to a&ion, and accordingly he 

marched 
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A.D. <fs*L, «wreked next jnoraiqg to Pasu^pot, Saber, at die feme tkft*, 
*»•£>* ^advanced within.twelve miles of Ibrahim's encampment. Upon tfee 
day afte$, being the foventh of ftigib, the two armies came in fight 
of each other, £aber divided his troops into two lines, and four 
grand divifions, with a body of referve in the rear of earth* and a 
few light horfe to fkirmifh in front. The firft divifion on the right 
*was commanded by Prince Humaioon. The firft on the left was 
binder the orders x>f the King's coufin Mahommed. The fecond* 
on the right towards the center, was commanded by T2mur. The 
fecond, to the left towards the center, by the noble Chalifa. Chu~ 
feres and other omrahs, was appointed to command the light horfe, 
or herawils, in the front. Aziz and Tirrah, in the rear of the right, 
and Ceriand Willi Kizil, in the rear of the left. Befides theft, 
there was a referve in the rear of both lines, that en t&e right t&m* 
inanded by Cafim, and that on the left by AH, The king 
himfctf took his poft in the centre of the firft line, after having 
-per&nally given orders to his generals. 

The battle. The emperor Ibrahim, ignorant of the art of war, obferved no 

regular order of battle, but drew up his forces in one great line or 
column of unequal depth, and ordered them to charge the Mogul 
army, vainly imagining that he could bear them down with num- 
bers. But he found himfelf foon fatally deceived. So formi- 
dable were the Moguls to the Patans, from their known courage 
and fteady order, that the emperor's unweildy column began to 
break and turn thin, before they came up to the charge, which 
was direfted at the center df the Mogul army. Thofe who ad- 
vanced were repulfed with great bravery, but when they fought to 
retreat, they found themfelves furrounded ; for the two bodies of 
referve, in the rear of the MoguUine, had wheeled round their . 

flanks, 
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flanks, and meeting in the center, fell upon the rear of thofe who *•£• 1525* 
had advanced to the charge* by which means the Patans were 
almoft all cut to pieces. The referve having performed this fer- 
▼ke, retired to their poft in the rear, and the Mogul lines ad- 
vanced, fuftaining various irregular charges from the Indian army* 
whom they repulfed with great flaughter, 

Ibrahim, at laft roufed with fhame and indignation, advanced in IBraHntde* 
perfon, followed by the flower of his army, and gave fuch a vio- ddin. 
lent flhock to the Mogul line* as threw it into diforder. Nothing 
now but perfonal bravery was left to decide the day; but in 
this, and the compad form in which the Moguls whole force was 
wedged, they were Hill fuperior to the Indians. Five thoufand fell 
with Ibrahim in one finall fpot of ground. The Patan arm£, when 
their king was (lain, recoiled like furges from a rocky fhore, and 
lfre torrent of flight rolled towards the banks of the Jumna, dying: 
the courfe of that river with blood ; for fo far did Baber continue 
the purfuit ; but being wearied with flaughter* he gave hope to 
fear, and refpke to death. 

# 

According to the moft moderate accounts there were fixteen 
thoufand Patans killed in this a&ion, though moft authors fay 
fifty thoufand. Of the lofs of Baber we have no information; 
conquerors having it always in their power to conceal the number 
of their flaki. We may date from this battle, the fall of the Patan 
empire, though that race afterwards made many efforts, and re- 
covered it, for a few years, as we fhall fee in the life of Humaioon, 

- Baber did not fail to make the beft ufe of his victory. He im- Baber enter* 

mediately after the battle detached the Prince Humaioon, and affumesMth* 

three of his principal omrahs, to Agra, before they could have cm v m - 

time 
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AvP* '5*5' time to recover from their confternation, or to remove their weahffr 
He alio fent his coufm Mahommed, and three other chiefs, to 
Delhi, to take pofleffion of that capital, while he himfelf came up 
in the rear, and, on the twelfth of Rigib,. entered the city. The 
chutba was read in his name, by Zein the Metropolitan of Delhi j 
and, after having furveyed the city, and vifited the tombs of the 
faints and heroes, he fet out for Agra, where he arrived the twenty 
fifth of the fame month, and immediately invefted the fort, which 
was in pofleffion of the former government, garrifoned by thfc 
troops of the Raja, of Gualier, who had been killed in the aftion. 
But fo much had the terror of the Mogul arms now taken poflef- 
fion of every mind, that they immediately defired to capitulate, 
and fent him, by way of ranfom, a perfect diamond weighing 
two hundred and twenty four rutty s*, which was formerly the 
property of the emperor Alia. Baber prefented it to his fcn 
Humaioon. Thus, upon the fifth day after his arrival* he was 
put in pofleffion of the place, in which he found the mother 
of Ibrahim, who was treated with becoming refpeft, and permitted 
to enjoy all her wealth. 

Reflexions This conqueft of Hindoftan, as Baber himfelf writes in his Com- 

uponthecon- . , . * r r 

aueftofHin- mentanes J, was certainly iupenor to that 01 any tormer con- 
Baber. y queror. Mahmood of Ghizni was not only a powerful emperor, 
but the country was, at that time, divided into a number of king- 
doms, which greatly facilitated his enterprizes. Mahommed 
Ghori brought an army of one hundred and twenty thoufand men 
with him, when the kingdom was not fo powerful. The like may 
be faid of Timur, who ravaged Hindoftan when it was torn to 

* A rutty is feven eighths of a carat. 

f The Commentaries of Baber are ftill extant, and reckoned one of the beft 
performances of the kind in the Eaft. 

pieces 
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pieces by civil commotions. Bi}t the army of Baber was but a A. £.15*8* 
handful in proportion to that of Ibrahim, who poffeffed all the 
countries between the Indus and Behar, and could bring five 
hundred thoufand men to the field ; while Baber only poflefied the 
poor countries of Cabul, Buduchfhan, and Kandahar, the revenues 
t>f which were very inconfiderable. To what then can we attribute 
this extraordinary conqueft, in a natural light, but to the great 
abilities and experience of Baber, the bravery of his few hardy 
troops, trained up to war, for their fubfiftance* and now fired 
with the hopes of glory and gain ? But what contributed moft to 
weigh down the fcale of conqueft, was the degeneracy of the 
Patans, effeminated by luxury and wealth, and dead to all prin- 
ciples of virtue and honor, which their corrupt factions and civil 
difcords had totally effaced ; it being now no fhame to fly* no 
infamy to betray, no breach of honor to murther, and no fcandal 
to change parties. When, therefore, the fear of fhame and the 
love of fame were gone, it was no wonder that a herd, without 
unanimity, order, or difcipline, fhould fall into the hands of a few 
brave men. This is the general tendency a c wealth in all govern* 
ments, if the reins are not held faft, the laws punctually executed, 
and the progrefs of corruption checked both by p.ivate and public 
^economy* 

Upon the twentieth of Rigib, Baber went into the treasury, which fcaber*s g& 
was very rich. He referved not a fingle dinar for himfelf, but divi- 
ded it among his omrahs and troops ; the fhare of the former com- 
ing to two lacks of rupees each ; and thofe of others were pro* 
portionable to their rank and ftations. A part was fent to Cabul, 
to be divided among Baber's fubje&s, which yielded to each a 
filver fharoch*, befides prefents, which he fent to Samarcand> 

* A filver fharoch is in value about a (hilling fterling* 
Vol. IL R Chor- 
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A. p. 1526. Chorraflan, Kafhgar, Pairac, Mecca, Medina, Kirbilla, NegifL 
Hig. 933* ... 

Mufhad, and other holy places, in charity. This generofity, which 

bordered upon prodigality, fixed upon Baber the name of Collin- 

der, whofe cuftom it is to keep nothing for to-morrow.. 

Theprovin- As the Patans were in great terror of the Moguls, and had a 
refufe to fub- natural antipathy to their government, they ftill refufed to fubmit, 
mu and appeared every where in arms, ftrengthening their forts, and 

erecting the ftandard of defiance in their different provinces ; Ca- 
zim, inSimbol; Formalli, in Mewat ; Zeiton, in Dolepoor ; Tatar, 
in Gualier; HufTein Lohani, in Rhaberi ; Cuttub in Atava; AL. 
lum, in Calpee; Nizam, in Biana; befides Nafir Lohani, and 
Furmalli, on the other fide of the Ganges. All thefe chiefs refii- 
fed to acknowledge Baber's authority. But as it was necefTary to 
form an alliance for their mutual defence, they unanimoufly ap<* 
pointed Par Chan, the fon of Diria Lodi, their general, or, rather, 
king, by the title of Sultan Mahommed ; and, rendezvoufing at 
Kinnoge, advanced towards Agra. At the fame time, Mai, the 
Afghan chief, who had joined Baber, deferted him, with all 
his adherents : even the inhabitants of the country round Agra* 
cut off his foraging parties, and rendered it very difficult for him 
to fupport his cavalry, or fupply his troops with provisions : Add 
to this, the intolerable heat of the weather, by which a great many 
Moguls, not being accuftomed to fuch a, climate,, died*. 

Baber's dif- In this fituatibfr of affairs* Baber received an addrefs from all his 
folution. chiefs requefting him to return to Cabul ; to which he replied, That 
a kingdom which had coft him fo much pains in taking, was not 
to be wrefted from him but by death alone. He, at the fame time, 
tffued a proclamation, that he was determined to abide his fate in 
India ; but if any perfon was defirous of returning to CabuU, 

preferring; 
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preferring fafety to glory, and ignoble eafe to the manly toils and A. p. 15*6. 

dangers of war, they might retire in peace, and leave him only 

thofe whofe valor would reflect honour on themfelves, and glory 

on their king and country. The omrahs hearing this, were 

afhamed of their former behavior, and, ftriking their breafts, fwore 

they would never forfake him ; all, except Chaja Callan, whofe 

bravery was too well eftablifhed to be difputed, though he was 

advifed, being at the point of death, to retire to recover his health. 

He was appointed governor of Cabul and Ghizni, for the great 

fervices which he had rendered to the king. When it was known 

that Baber had determined not to leave Hindoftan, as his an- 

ceftor Timur had done, fome omrahs, who were willing to be 

firft in favor, began to come over to him ; firft, Gurin, with three 

thoufand horfe, from between the rivers, offered his fervice, which 

was accepted. The next was Formalli, from Mewat, to redeem 

his fons who had been taken in the battle j then Firofe and Chir- 

mali, with their whole dependents. 

Much about this time, an addrefs was received from Cafim, of 9 tfi . m /f . 

n Sunbol fuo4 

Simbol, that Bein, an Afghan, was befieging him in his fort, and mits. 

that if the King would fend him fuccours, he would lift himfelf 
among his fervants. The king fent a detachment, that way, who 
engaged the Afghan, and defeated him, after which Cafim put the 
Moguls in pofleffion of the fort. The king then fent his fon Hu- 
maioon, with the greateft part of his army, againft the confe- 
derate Patan omrahs, whofe forces amounted to fifty thoufand 
horfe ; but, upon Humaioon's approach, they retreated from 
Kinnoge to Jionpoor. Humaioon having prevailed upon Fati, the 
former emperor's vizier, to join him, fent him to the king at 
Agra, who treated him with the utmoft refpe&.and favor, which, 
induced feveral other Afghan chiefs to come over to his intereft. 

R 2 Nizam* 
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Nizam, go- 
vernor or 
Biana, fub- 
aiits. 



Nizam, governor of Biana, though he was now hard prefled 
by Rana Sinka, who wanted to make himfelf mafter of that pro- 
vince, ftill refufed to fubmit to the king*6 authority, which obli- 
ged Baber to fend Baba Kuli againft him with a detachment, which, 
was defeated. But Rana Sinka foon after reduced Nizam to fuch 
extremities, that he fent a deputation to Baber, begging pardon 
for his offence, and requefting he would fupport him, for which 
he was ready to pay him due allegiance. The king, glad of the 
opportunity, made no hefitation to embrace the offer, and, fending 
a force to drive off Rana, Nizam was put in poffeffion of the place, 
which was fettled upon him, with all its dependencies, for the an- 
nual payment of twenty lacks of rupeesv 



The gover- 
nors of Gua- 
lier propofe 
to fubmit. 



Tatar and Saring, who were in poffeffion of the fort of Gualieiy 
being befieged by the Indian prince of that country, in the fame 
manner addreffed the king for fuccours. Baber difpatched a de- 
tachment, which defeated the raja, but Saring recalled his promife^ 
and refufed to deliver up the place. There was in the fort, at that 
time, a philofopher whofe name was Shech Gofe, who had a great 
number of ftudents under him, and who wrote to the Mogul ge- 
neral, to endeavour to get permiflion to come himfelf into the- 
fort, and that he would find means of accomplifhing the reft of 
his defires. 



Gualier 
taken by a 
ftratagem. 



Thie Mogul, for this purpofe, begged leave, as he had enemies all' 
around him, to bring his troops under prote&ion of the garrifon, 
for fear of a night affault, and that he might be permitted the ho- 
nor of paying the philofopher a vifit in the garrifon. This being 
agreed to, the Mogul was received into the fort with a few attendants. 
He, from time to time, pretended occafion to fend frequent mef- 
fagea in and out j till the officer of the guard troubled the gover- 
nor 
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aor fo often for leave, that he defired him to fend one of his A. p. 1526.. 
own fervants, to point out fuch neceflary people as he might want 
to have free ingrefs and egrefs* The officer of the guard, who 
was a difciple of the philofopher, and who had been let into the 
plot, availed himfelf of thi9 order, and permitted every body 
pointed out, to pafs, by which means all the chofen men of the 
detachment were within the garrifon before the entertainment was- 
ended. Saring was told to give up the place, and threatened with 
inftant death, in cafe of refiifal ; fo having fatisfied himfelf of the 
circumftances, he made a virtue of neceflity, and replied, That had 
he not intended giving up the place to the king, he would never 
have been fo unguarded as to permit his party to take this advan- 
tage, and accordingly fubmitted without refiftance, and going in. 
perfon to Agra, entered into the king's fervice. Zeiton, at the' 
feme time, arrived from Dolepoor, and had a command conferred- 
upon him- 

Not long after thefe ttanfa&ions, Hamid, Saring, and other 
Afghans, raifed, by a family quarrel, a great difturbance in the 
caftle of Firofa. The king fent Timur againft them, who chaftifed 
both parties. In the year nine hundred and thirty three, Chajagi* 
who had gone ambaffador from Cabul to congratulate Shaw Tamafp> 
king of Perfia, upon his acceffion, returned, accompanied by Soli- 
man, and brought various curiofities. But that which pleafed the 
king moil, was two beautiful female (laves, juft come to maturity, of 
whom he became greatly enamoured* The mother of the emperor 
Ibrahim, who had been before the greateft favorite in the feraglio, 
incenfed at this change in the Sultan's afFedHons, confpired with 
the tafter and cook to poifon him. The poifon was accordingly An attempt 
adminiftred in fome hare-foup ; but the king, after eating a few be£° °* 
lpoonfuls,. naufeated the tafte, and immediately vomited, which 

faved'. 
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A. p. 1526, faved liis life. After proper enquiry had been made, the tafter 
and -cook denying their knowledge of any fuch thing, the king or- 
dered a dog to be brought, who having eat of the foup, was foon 
feized with convulfions, and died. Two of the under cooks being 
alfo brought to the trial, expired in the fame manner : upon which 
the tafter and head -cook, with feveral of their affiftants, were put to 
the torture. The plot was difcovered, and the mother of Ibrahim 
call into prifon, and all her wealth confifcated. One of Ibrahim's 
Tons was fent, at the fame time, to Cabul, where he remained in 
banifhment. Prince Humaioon, having defeated the omrahs at 
Jionpoor, left Birlafs to keep thofe provinces in awe, returned 
himfelf to court, having, upon his way, conciliated matters with 
Allum, governor of Calpee, who now accompanied him, and was 
received with great refpe£t 

Babcr alarm- The king was, at this time, fuddenly alarmed by advices that 

•ed with a con- _, 

ffederacy many Patan omrahs with Mahmood, the fon of the emperor Se- 
*£*"* • cunder," and other chiefs and rajas in alliance, whofe force exceeded 
*>ne hundred thoufand horfe, were preparing to attack him. Ba- 
ber, havmg no dependence on the Patan chiefs, who had joined 
him, detached them to defend different provinces, and with his 
own Moguls, haftened towards the enemy. His van guard falling 
in with their's, upon the frontiers of Biana, after a fharp conflict, 

were repulfed by the enemy with great lofs, which ftruck unufual 

terror into the King's fmall army. Neazi fled to Simbol, Haflen 
joined the enemy, and every day brought difagreeable intelligence 
from all quarters. Nor did the predi&ions of Sherif a little add to 
the general confternation. This pretended wizard averred, that 
Brifput * was in the eaft, and confequently, that whoever marched 
from the weft fhould be overthrown. 

» The planet Mars, 

The 
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The King perceiving this panic, called, immediately, a council a. d. 1526* 
©f war. The greateft part of the officers gave it, as their opinion, Ig ' 933# 
that, as the fuperiority of the enemy was evident, it was advife- war . 
able to leave a ftrong garrifon in Agra, and to retreat with the 
bulk of the army to Punjaab. Baber* with a difcontented afpeft* 
fixed his eyes, in filence, upon the ground. He, at length, flernly 
afked the chiefs, What would the world fay of a monarch, whom, 
the fear of death fhould oblige to abandon fuch a kingdom ? " The 
" voice of glory," faid he, " is. loud in my ear, and forbids me 
M to difgrace my name, by giving up what my arms have, with. 
u fo much difficulty, acquired. But, as death is at Iaft unavoid- 
" able, let us rather meet him with honor, face to face, thaa 
" fhrink back, to gain a few years of a miferable and ignominious 
w exiftence ; for what can we inherit but fame, beyond the limits 
•* of the grave." The whole aflembly, as if infpired with one foul r 
cried out, at once, " War ! War !" The King, having been 
formerly much addi&ed to wine, made a vow never to drink any 
more, fhould he, upon this occafion, prove victorious. Orders 
were immediately ifliied to prohibit the fale of wine in the camp : 
not fo much from fuperftition, as to keep the mind cool for -i 

a&ion*. 

Upon the ninth of the fecond Jimmad, of the year nine hun- Baber 
dred and thirty three, which happened to be Norofe*, Baber wards the 
formed his line of battle, with his guns and rockets in his front. cncrny# 
In that order he moved towards the enemy, who lay at the diftance 
of fix miles. But after he had advanced two miles he halted* 
and encamped his army. Several young warriors, fond of diftin- 
guifhing themfelves, iffued out, under the command of Mahonw 

* New-year^ day* 

jned 
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A. p. 1526. med Cafim, to fkirmifh with the enemy's fcouts and advanced 
l S- 9 33< guards, among whom they did great execution. 

The King, next day, advanced two miles further, and marked out 
Ills camp at the village of Kava, but his tents were fcarcely pitched* 
The enemy when he perceived the enemy advancing upon him. He formed 
.attack, him. his line with great expedition, in the manner which he had prac* 
tifed for fome days before, and, in a few minutes, was able to 
Teceive the (hock of battle. The army was chiefly drawn up by 
Nizam Chalipha, whom Baber reckoned his ableft general ; and 
this order of battle being, on account of circumftances, different 
from the former, we fhall relate it at large in this place. 

The order of The line, which upon this occafion was fingle, confided of fix 
brigades, exclufive of the King's life guards in the center, where 
Baber polled himfelf. Before each of the brigades, a few paces in 
front, the King placed a fquadron of light horfe, which formed 
another kind of line with great intervals. In front of the whole, 
the artillery and rocket-waggons were drawn up in three divifions, 
the right, left, and center. The guns were chained together, fo 
that there was a kind of fortification formed againft the enemy's 
cavalry. The brigade immediately to the right of the center, was 
commanded by Timur, confifting of his own tribe, and the troops 
of many other omrahs of difiin&ion. The brigade to the left of 
the center was under the immediate orders of Allum, a defen- 
dant of the emperor Beloli, and compofed of his national troops* 
and thofe of five other nobles. The two brigades of the right 
wing were commanded in chief by prince Humaioon, and of thefe 
the right hand brigade confided of the troops of Cafim Hufleim 
and other chiefs of family and experience in war. The left 

1 hand 
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hand battalion of prince Humaioon's divifion was made up of the A.D. 152& 
troops of Seid Amir, and of thofe of other fix nobles of the s ' 9 
Mogul race. 

The two brigades of the left wing were commanded by Seid 
Chaja ; the left hand battalion of whofe divifion was compofed of 
different fquadrons, commanded by their refpedtive chiefs. The 
right hand brigade was made up of the troops of Angi the Mogul, 
and thofe of Kumal, of the race of Alia, formerly emperor of 
India. The light horfe of the left wing were commanded by 
Tirdi Beg ; and thofe of the right wing by Mahmood Cafim. Ma- 
hommed, the captain-general, took poll before the King, with all 
his yeflawils f, and a choice body of horfe. 

About ten o'clock in the forenoon the a&ion was commenced by The b*ttk 
the artillery. The left of the enemy, charging the right of the ^^* 
Moguls, foon fell in hand to hand, with the battalions of Kokul- 
tafh and Malleck Cafim, and made them give ground. But Timur f 
by the Sultan's orders, inclining to the right with his brigade, took 
up their ground, and falling upon the affailants with great fury r 
put them to flight, the light horfe purfuing them with great daugh- 
ter, quite through their own line. The enemy, in the mean time, 
being fo numerous, extended their flanks far beyond the wings of 3^^, arm> 
the King, and came down upon him from all fides. Baber ordered forroundcd* 
his right and left wing to fall back, by which means his army was 
thrown into a circle. In this pofition he refilled the repeated a£ 
faults of the Patans till three o'clock, Alia Kuli of Rumi *, who 
commanded the artillery, making great flaughter among them. 

Baber 

f Aids de camp. 

» Rumi is the name of the lefler Afia, fo called from its being a part of thi 
Vol. Ih S Roman 
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He over- 
throws the 
enemy. 



Baber finding the- enemy fatigued by their repeated affaults, de* 
termined to a£t offenfively, to drive them quite out of the field* 
He therefore put himfelf at the head of the brigades of Timur 
and Allum, and charging them like a lion rufhing from his foreft 
after an obftinate refiftance put their whole army to flight. Haflen 
of Mewat, was killed with a cannon fhot, and Raw Luddive* 
Chunder Ban, Mannuk Chohan, Kirim Sing, all powerful princes 
of the enemy, were numbered among the dead. The King, im-r 
mediately after the vi&ory, affumed the title of Ghazi f j and, as 
a monument to perpetuate the memory of the battle, hp ordered 
a pyramid to be built upon an eminence near the field, which, ac- 
cording to the cuftom of his age and nation, was ftuck round with 
the heads of the flain. The aftrologer, after being feverely repri- 
manded for his falfe predi&ion, was prefented with a lack of 
rupees, and banifhed from the kingdom. 



Reduces Ma* 
vat. 



Baber* from this fortunate field, marched towards Mavat, where 
Nihar, the fon of Haflen* feeing no other means of fafety, fub«? 
mitted himfelf and the country to the King. The government 
of Mavat was conferred upon Timur. After thefe, tranfa&ions* 
JBaber returned to Agra, from whence he fent his foa Humaiooi* 
to Gabul, with orders to add Balich to that province, and to rule 
both in his own name. Ali, and Tirdi Beg, were ordered againfl; 
Huflem and Diria, who ftiU kept pofleflion of Chandwar and 
Raberi. But upon the approach of the Moguls, they fled, and 
Huffein was drowned in crofling the Jumna, while Diria efcaped- 
Mahommed, the King's coufin, was detached at the fame time 

Roman empire. It is remarkable that the Eaftern nations call the Ottomans* 
Itomans to this day. 

t Ghazi ftgnifies a warrior,. 
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toKiniioge, againft Beia the Afghan, who fled from thence to A ^p* l 'i z t* 
Cheirabad* 

Upon the twenty ninth of Zihidge, m the year nine hundred and Baber invcfU 
thirty four, the King marched to hunt towards Kole and Simbol. 
Having diverted himfelf with the chacefor fome time* he returned 
to his capital, : and was taken ill of a fever, of which however he 
foon recovered. - He then marched towards Ghinderi, where Me- 
deni Rai, a Hindoo chief, had : fhut himfelf up with a ftrong gar- 
rifon of Rajaputs. The place was inverted, and the Rajaputs fallied 
but, and attacked the King, but 'they paid dear for their rafhnefs, 
and loft fix thoufand men upon the fidd. Thofe who returned 
after this defeat into the fort, feeing no hopes of defending it 
longer againft the enemy, according to their dreadful cuftom ; , 
murdered their wives and children in the following manner. They 
placed a fword in the hand of one of their chiefs, and he flew 
the unhappy victims, who, one after another, bent, of their own 
accord, their necks before him ; they even contended among them* 
felves about the honor of being firft flain. The foldiers then threw 
a yellow powder upon th6ir garments, as on a day of feftivity, 
and throwing loofe their hair, iffued forth with their fwords and 
fhiclds, and fought after that death, which they all obtained. The 
empty fort fell into the hands of the Moguls. 

Advices were, about this tim6, received, that* a d6tachmen$ Defeats the 
which had been fent againft the Patan chiefs of the tribe of Lodi; e afL 
who held ftill the Eaftern provinces, was defeated. The King*, 
therefore, left Ahmed, the f6n of Mahdmniefl, and grand-fon 
of Sultan* Nafir of Matava, who had now joined him, in the 
government of Chinderi > and marched in perfon towards Kinnoge. 
He met his defeated troops at Raberi, and arriving at the river, he 

S 2 threw 
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A. p. 1528. threw over it a bridge of boats* His general Timur was orderecf 
to crofs in the front, the enemy being then on the oppofite fhorei 
After a faint refiftance, the Patans gave way ; but Timur purfuing 
them, took part of their baggage, and a great number of their 
women and children. 

Arrives at The King, after this victory, hunted, for a few days, upon the 

gra * banks of the Gang, and then returned to Agra. He appointed 

Zeman, one of the pofterity of Timur, for he was the fbn of 
Budeli ul Zeman Mirza, of Balich, governor of the city, and, in 
the year nine hundred and thirty five, marched himfelf to furvey 
the country. He firft took the route of Gualier, and viewed 
there the fortifications, the ftone elephant* and the palace of the 
Raja. He then vifited the gardens of Rehim, and ordered, fome 
flowers and plants, of an uncommon kind, to be tranfplanted to 
Agra* He went to worfhip in the great mofque, built by the 
Emperor Altumfh, for whofe foul he ordered prayers to he read, 
and returned, by another way, to Agra. 

falls fick. Baber, foon after his. return to Agra, was feized with an inter- 

mitting fever, which continued upon him for eight months. Some 
fuperltitious people advifed him, during his ficknefs, to write a 
poem in praife of Chaja Ahrar, one of the faints, to inducet him 
to intercede with God for his health. Baber, though it is highly 
probable he did not give much credit to the power of the faint, 
actually wrote the poem, in the meafure of Mowlani Jami. The 
Kingf recovered from his diforder about the eighth- of the firft 
Ribbi. He offered up public thanks, to God for the reftoration 
of his health, and made a great feaft upon the occafion. He dis- 
tributed magnificent prefents among the omrahs and foreign am-- 
baffadors, and beftowed large Turns to gladden the hearts of the poor. 

During, 
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During this feftival, Chandamire^ the author of the Habib al Sier, a.D. 1528. 
Mowlana Mammai, and Mirza Ibrahim Canooni, who came from g# 93S# ^ 
Herat, and were efteemed the greateft men for literature in that 
age, were introduced to the King : He loaded them with his fa- 
vors, and ordered them places near his own perfon. 

The Emperor's relation Afhkari, who governed Moultan, was, Afhkari fent 

.-...,,,, , r againft Nu~ 

this year, ordered to court, and having exhibited the tokens of ferit, wh* 
obedience, he was commanded to go againft Nuferit, one of the 
Patan chiefs, on the borders of the Decan. Nuferit, hearing of 
the approach of the Moguls, feat an ambaflador to the King, fub- 
jp&ing himfelf to the royal authority* Nizam Beri, prince of 
Ahmednagur, at the fame time fent to congratulate Baber on his 
good fortune, and proffered obedience. Baber, towards the clofe 
of this year, received advices that Mahmood y the fon of the Em-» 
peror Secunder Lodi, had pofTeffed himfelf of the province of 
Behar, and that one Bellocha had ere&ed the ftandard of rebel- 
lion in Moultan. The King fent orders to his omrahs in the 
north-weft, concerning the affairs of Moultan, and marched in 
perfon towards Behar. When he arrived at Kurrah, Jellal, de- 
fended of that dynafty of Patans, who ftiled themfelves Em- 
perors of the Eaft, prepared a royal entertainment for him,, and 
was honored with his prefence. Zeman was detached from Kur- 
rah to the conqueft of Behar. He foon drove Mahmood out of 
the field. 

But a few months after, the Afghans of Behar, colleding them- 
felves together a fecond time, advanced to the Gang, eppofite to 
Hideri. The King detached Aihkari with a divifion of the troops- 
to oppofe them, and next day followed that officer with the whole 
army. When he came to the banks of th* river* and law the ene- 

i my 
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A. p. 1529. my on the oppofite bank, he was preparing boats to crofs ; but 
* 93 " Timur begged permiflion to go before. As foon as he made his 
landing good with eighty horfe, Afhkari, who had croffed at an- 
other place, appeared in the enemies rear; and they immediately 
took to flight. The King, after this adlion, left Junied Birlafs to 
profecute the war in conjunction with Nuferit, and returned to pafs 
the rainy % feafon in Agra. He vifited, upon his way, Shech Eiaht 
at Monier, the father of Sherrif Moniri, and carried him to 
courL 

Tranfaaiom The prince Humaioon having left his brother Hindal to govern 
in his abfence, returned about this time from Cabul to vifit his 
father. Seid Chan of Argund, took this opportunity of invading 
Buduchfhan, and fent a force to attack Minkilla. Hindal, upon 
the approach of the enemy, retreated into the fort of Ziffer, 
where he was befieged. Seid of Argund, finding that he could 
not reduce the place, and that the inhabitants would not join him, 
ravaged the country, and returned home. But as the news of his 
retreat had not reached Agra, the government of Buduchfhan was 
beftowed upon Soliman, one of the race of Timur, who (et out 
immediately for that province with a letter from the King to Seid, 
expreffing his furprize at hoftilities, for which he could not account, 
but by fome miflbehavior of his fon Hindal ; that, therefore, he 
had fent another perfon, who was allied to them both, to fupply 
his place. When Soliman arrived, he found the country in perfect 
tranquillity, and took pofleflion of the government, which his 
family have kept to this day. The prince Hindal returned to 
Agra. 

Baber falls In the year nine hundred and thirty fix, the Sultan fell fick, and 

his di&rder continued daily to gain ftrength, in fpite of the power 

3 of 
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©f medicine, Defpairingat laftof life, he recalled his fon Hu* A.D. 1530* 
maiooon, who was then befieging the fort of Callinger, and ap- 
pointed him his fucceflbr. Upon Monday, the fifth of the firft 
Jemmad, in the year nine hundred and thirty feven, he refigned in and dies, 
peace that life which he had fo often expofed in war. According 
to his will, his body was carried to Cabul, and interred in a holy 
fepulchre* 

What fliall We fay of Baber, the wonder of the age in which he His charac^ 
Kved! He mounted a throne at twelve years of age, and, with 
Various turns of fortune, reigned thirty eight. He was a prince 
of great humanity, and carried his generofity to fuch excefs, that it 
bordered upon prodigality. With refpedt to the firft, he fo often 
pardoned ingratitude and treafbn, that he feemed to make a prin- 
ciple of rendering good for eviL He thus difarmed vice, and 
made the wicked the worfhipers of his virtue* 

He was of the fe£t of the Hanifites, in whofe do&rine and tenets His religion* 
he was perfe&ly verfed ; yielding more to the evidence of reafon, 
than to the marvellous legends of fuperftitious antiquity. He was 
not, however, forgetful of that rational worfhip which is due to 
the great Creator, nor a defpifer of thofe Taws and ceremonies 
which^re founded on found policy for the benefit of the fuperficial 
judges of things. He was a mafter in the arts of Poetry, Wri- His genius 
ting, and Mufic. He wrote his own Commentaries in the Mogul ^ c nc 
language, with fuch elegance and propriety, that they are univer- 
fally admired. This work was translated, in the reign of Ackbar, 
by Chan Chanan, into the Perfian language, and from it we have 
abridged the preceding hiftory of the life of Baber. 

la his perfon, he was fomething above the middle fize, nervous, His perfoiu. 

and 
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A. p. ijjo. and well formed. His countenance was pleafant, and in diijio* 
fition he was eafy, facetious, and affable. 

Hi* juftfcc To eftablifh his reputation for juftice and honor, we fhall relate 

one inftance out of many. When he was prince of Firghana, a 
rich caravan of Chitta and China, which was crofling the moun- 
tains of Indija, was buried in the fnow. He ordered all the goods 
to be colle&ed, and fent meffengers to China to proclaim the ac- 
cident, and bring the owners, or their heirs, to his court. Upon 
their arrival, at the end of two years, he entertained them hofpi- 
tably, and returned them all their goods, not only refufing to 
accept a prefent, but even to be reimburfed for his expences* 

A wr fted to Notwithftanding his great vigor in war, he was much addided 
to wine and women, and all the fafhionable pleafures of courts*. 
He fometimes ufed, when he had an inclination to make merry, 
to fill a fountain with wine, upon which was infcribed a verfe to 
this purpofe : " Jovial days ! Blooming fprings ! Old wine, and 
" young maidens ! Enjoy freely, O Baber, for life is not twice 
w to be enjoyed ! " He then would fit down in the midft of his 
friends, drink freely, and feaft his eyes on the daughters of beauty 
who danced before him. 

Whitherfoever he marched, or rode, he always had the road 
meafured after him. This cuftom obtains with the emperors of 
Hindoftan to this day. He made a ftatute concerning the mea- 
furement of diftances, which has hitherto remained in force. He 
appointed a hundred tinnabs to one crore, each tinnab being forty 



guz*. 



* A guz is not quite an Englifh yard. 

With 
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• With refpeft to his military character* he feems to have had few A. p. 1530. 
that could equal him. He rendered the moft dangerous enterprises 
eafy, by his undaunted courage and perfeverance, which rofe above for war. 
all difficulties, and made him much more the objedt of admiration 
in his advefiity, than in the height of his profperity. Nor did he 
forget himfelf in the latter, but always behaved with that mode- 
ration and equanimity which characterizes a great foul. 

We have already traced Baber's defcent from Timur ; but as he His gene*, 
was the founder of a great dynafly, it will be proper to follow his ° 8y " 
genealogy further back into antiquity. The great Zingis Chan, 
the fon of Piffuka, the fon of Pima, had four fons of renown, 
who were all Kings, and the fathers of nations. Their names 
were Oktai, Zagatay, Zuzi, and Tuli. Though Oktai was not 
the eldeft fon, yet he was, by his father, appointed his fucceflbr, 
and ruled over the extenfive empire of AfUf in the city of Cara- 
corum, the original capital of his father's hereditary dominions. 
Oktai died, by excefs of wine, in the year fix hundred and thirty 
nine. 

Zagatay, the fecond fon of Zingis, pofleffed the kingdoms of Ththmily 
Maverulnere, Tirkeftan, Balich, and Buduchfhan, in fubordination Tamerlane, 
to hi$ brother Oktai. Kirachar Nevian, who was the fifth anceftor 
of Timur, was one of his nobles, and, at length, captain general 
of all his forces. The genealogy of Kirrachar runs thus : Timur, 
the fon of Jiraga, the fon of Birkit, the fon of Alingar, the fon 
of Abil, the fon of Kirrachar, the fon of Sagungi, the fon of 
Ibumgi Berlafs, the fon of Katchuli, the fon of Jumnai, the fon 
of Bafinker, the fon of Kidu, who, by the mother's fide, was 
defcended from Bafinger, a princefs, from whom Zingis derived his 
pedigree. The family of Timur had alfo married into that of 

Vol. IL , T Zingis, 
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A. p. 1550. Zingis, fo that Timur Bet was lineally defcended from that con«* 
lgt * 37 * queror of all Afia, 

state of Afra Tamafp, the fecond of the Sophi dynafly, began his reign feveit 

of B^r h 7 cars » before the death of Baber - He heW xhc empire of all 
Perfia and Mavcr-ul-nere or Tranibxiana, m peace for more thaa 

ten years, after his acceffion. The provinces between Ghorafla* 

and India remained in the houfe of Baher- 



( 1*9 ) 



HUMAIOON, 

TH E Prince Humaioon, by the title of Nafir ul Dien Ma- A. p. 1530. 
hommed, immediately after the death of Baber, mounted Humaioon' 
the throne of his father, in India. He was a great *flronomer, nomcr! * 
and took much delight in judicial aftrology. He fitted up feven 
houfes of entertainment, and named them after the (even planets. 
In each he gave public audience, according to the ruling planet of 
the day, ordering all the furniture, paintings, and alfo the drefles 
of thofe who waited upon him, to bear fomething that wai an 
emblem of the tutelar ftar of the houfe. He even endeavoured to 
fuit the people, who came to pay their refpefts, to the fuppofed 
influence of the planet, which prefided over the time of their at- 
tendance. In the houfe of the Moon met foreign embafladors* 
travellers, and poets. Military men attended him in the houfe of 
Brifput *, and judges, lawgivers, and fecretaries, were received 
in that of the Recorder of Heaven f. 

But the urgency of important affairs did not permit Humaioon Defigns rf 
to follow long thefe innocent whims. Such only fuited the days Jg£tiL 
of peace, when the mind might enjoy her harmlefs follies. He 
Fcarcely had afcended the throne, when his brother, Camiran, 
who was then in Cabul, formed a defign of making himfelf 
mafter of Punjab. To conceal his intentions, he gave out, that 
he was going into Hindoftan, to congratulate Humaioon upon 
his acceflion. The king being, however, apprized of Camiran*s 
views, by his behavior in thofe countries through which he pafled, 
and being extremely unwilling to make war upon his brother, con- 

* The planet Mars. f Mercury* 

T 2 fented 
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fented to let him govern the provinces from the molt fouth- 
ern branch of the Indus to Perfia, holding them of the em- 
pire. This efFe&ually flopped the progrefs of Camiran. The 
king, in the mean time, conferred the government of Mewat upon 
Hindal* his brother, and appointed his relation Afkari to that of 
Simbol, the other provinces being left in the poffeffion of the for- 
mer fubas. 



feefieges 
Callinger. 



Humaioon, in the year nine hundred and thirty eight, led an 
army againft the ftrong fortrefs of Callinger, and inverted the 
place. While the king carried on the fiege, Mahmood, the fon 
of the emperor Secunder Lodi, in conjun&ion with Bein the Afgan* 
took poffeffion of Jionpoor, and kindled the flames of war in the 
eaftern provinces. Humaioon, having received intelligence of 
thefe commotions, decamped from before Callinger, marched to 
Jionpoor, in a pitched battle overthrew the Afghans, and rein- 
stated Juneid Birlafs in his former government of that province. 



Demands 
pofleffion of 
Chinar. 



The emperor, after this fignal vidory, returned to Agra, and 
beftowed honorary drefles upon above twelve thoufand of his cour- 
tiers. He> in the mean time, difpatched a herald to Shere Chan, and 
demanded poffeffion of the fortrefs of Chinar *, which being re- 
fufed, Humaioon marched his army that way. When the King 
lay before Chinar, he was informed, that Bahadur, King of Gu- 
zerat,. had turned towards him the points of his fpears. This 
obliged him to patch up a kind of a peace with Shere, and to 
return towards Agra. Cuttub, the fon of Shere, whom the em- 
peror had taken as an hoftage, found means, on the way, to make 
his efcape, and to return to. his father at Chinar. 

* Chinar is a very ftrong fortrefs in the province of Oud, within feven crores of 
Benaris. Both Shere Chan and Sultan Bahadur were governors under the former 
empire, and had, after the death of Ibrahim, aflumed independence. 

Mahommed; 
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' Mahommed Zeman of the race of Timur, the grandfon of A ^P- 'is 1 - 
Huflein afpired to the throne, and was fupported in his pre- a confpiracy 
tenfions by the omrahs of Chigittai. The plot was difcovered,. difcovcrcd - 
and the leader of the confpiracy pardoned: But Humaioon find*- 
ing him, a fecond time, meditating treafonable practices, he or- 
dered him to be confined in the fortrefs of Biana. Orders were* 
given to put out the eyes of Mahummud Sultan and Nuferit Miiv 
za, for being the principal abettors of the prince's ambitious de- 
signs ; but ' thte perfon to whom it was intruded to inflidt this 
•punifhment* faved the eyes of the former, while the latter found 
means to efcape to Guzerat. Sultan, by the aid of his fons 
Ali Mirza and Shaw Mirza, who formed a party, was carried 
away to Kinnoge, where he was joined by about fix thoufancL 
'Moguls, Afghans, and Rajaputs. 

Humaioon fent to Bahadur, under whofe dominion wias the city Rebellion ar 
of Kinnoge, and commanded him to deliver up Mahommed, but nno S e - 
he rejedted the orders in aii- infolent manner, which obliged the 
emperor to march againft him. Bahadur king of Guzerat had, 
about this time, refolved to wreft the fort of Chitor from the 
Rana. Rana threw himfelf under the protection of Humai- 
oon ; but the emperor, for what reafon is not known, having 
advanced as far as Gualier, encamped there for two months, and 
* returned, without effedting any thing, to Agra. Rana, dfefpairing 
of relief, fent a crown, and a confiderable fum of money, to Ba- 
hadur, which induced him to raife the fiege.. 

Bahadur, whofe affairs were now in a very profperbus fituation, Bahadur 
by the reduction ! of Mendir, and oth* places, began to fhew his 
contempt of Humaioon, by advancing the confpirator Mahom- 
med to great honors. He alfo prompted Alia, defcended of the 
emperor Beloli Lodi, to attempt to poffefs himfelf of the throne 

of 
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fends an ar- 
my againfl, 
Humaioon, 



of Delhi. He, for this purpofe, made Tatar, the fon of Sultan 
Alia, his general, and difpatched him, with, forty thoufand men, 
againfl: Humaioon, with which he fubdued Biana, and advanced 
to the environs of Agra. 



which is to- 
tally defeat- 
ed. 



This preffing danger awakened the king from his lethargy. He 
immediately fent his brother, the prince Hindal, with a force, to 
oppofe Tatar* When the armies approached one another, there 
was fo great a defertion from Tatar's troops, that, in the fpace of 
ten days, ten thoufand horfe fcarce remained to him. He how-* 
ever refolved, with thefe, to ftand his ground, and give battle to 
the imperial army, but he vas totally overthrown, loft the moft of 
his troops, three hundred officers of diftin&ion, and his own life* 
Hindal, after this victory, retook Biana, and all the other places 
which had before fallen into the hands of the enemy, and returned 
in triumph to Agra. 



Bahadur 
marches 
againfl 
Chitor. 



Bahadur, in the year nine hundred and forty, marched, a fecond 
time, towards Chitor ; and, in the mean time* Humaioon ordered 
-a fort to be built in Delhi* on the banks of the Jumna, which 
he called Pann*. He, foon after, marched toward* Saringpoor, 
which then hekl of Bafradur* a$ King of Guzerat, and wrote to 
hiip a punnir^g couplets unworthy of the dignity and majefty of a 
king, Chitor, in the Perfian language, fignifies, in what manner $ ' 
and upon this was founded the miferable witticifia contained in the 
verfes. The words were, " O thou pluaaderer of the city of Chi- 
" tor ! in what manner canft thou conquer the idolaters ? For when 
" thou wouldft wifli to conquer Chitor; thou know'ft not in what 
w manner the king comes to conquer thee." Bahadur anfiwercd 
Humaioon in his own ftrain, and in the following words : " I, 

who am the plunderer of Chitor, will conquer the idolaters 
3 by 
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# by valor; and he who dares not fuccour Chitor, fhall fee a. p. 1533. 

* in what manner he himfelf ihall be conquered/' The wit ttg# 94 °* 
is wretched on both fides ; but he who began the pun is mod 

to blame. 

Bahadur* after fending the above billet to Hutaaloofl, called a Caikacoua- 
councit of war. It w^s the open opinion of the majority, that as 
Humaioon had all bis force with him, it were better to raife ther 
fiege, and march againft him, and thus to take up the war by the 
roots. Others urged, that Humaioon; was fo rigid in his religious 
principles* that he would not difturb them in their wafr with idola- 
ters ; that therefore it was moft advifeaMe to finifh the liege, which 
was now far advanced, and afterwards to think of other matters* 
Bahadur himfelf favoured the latter opinion. The fiege was ac- 
cordingly continued ; and Humaioon, piquing himfqlf upon his 
religious principles, continued loitering at Saringpoor, till Baha- 
dur had taken the fort* JBahadur, in the year nine hundred an4 
forty one, marched with great expedition againft Humaioon, who* 
hearing of his approach, marched forward to meet him. The two 
armies appeared in front of each other, near Munibor.. Bahadur, 
who had collected a great tram of artillery, by advice of his engi- 
neer, Ruroi Chan* entrenched his army, and placed his cannon 
in redoubts, in his front. This prevented Humaioon from rifquing 
an attack, and both armies continued in fight of one another for 
the fpace of two months* Daily fkirmifhes were, in the mean 
time, fought, with various fiiccefs* 



Humaioon 



Humaioon, finding that he could not draw Bahadur out of his 
trenches, employed all his attention to cut off his fupplies. He 
ordered his horfe* in fucceffive bodies of five or fix thqufand, to cut9 ? ffhi » 
fcour the rear of the enemy, by which means famine began foon 

to 
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to be fevefely felt in their camp; -men, horfes, elephants, and 
camels, perifhing daily in great numbers* 



Cowardice 
»iid flight of 
Bahadur. 



Bahadur, inftead of making one brave effort to relieve himfelf, 
permitted bafe fear and defpair to feize upon him ; and, with only 
five friends, left his camp in the bight, and fled totfrartte Mindu. 
This was no fobner kncMrn, than the flight -became general ji the 
chiefs difperfing themfelves, -with their adherents. Hbmaioon, in 
the morning, ordered the purfuit to commence, which was con- 
tinued, as far as Mindu, with great daughter of the unfortunate 
wretches, who had neither the power to efcape, nor the means to 
defend themfelveis. Bahadur ithrewhimfetf into Mindu^. and the 
place was clofely inverted. 



llfindu taken 
:by furprize. 



Humaioon 
purfues Ba- 
Aadur. 



In a few days, three hundred Moguls fcaled the walls,of Mindu, 
in the night; and though the garrifon- confided of many thou-* 
fands, fuch was their panic/ that they all betook themfehres to 
flight. Bahadur efcaped to Chapanier, which was then the capital 
of Guzerat, while Sidder Chan, his captain general, who was 
dangeroufly wounded, not able to proceed farther, fhut himfelf 
up in the fort of Surikar, whefe, being befieged, he capitulated the 
fecond dayi and Was, on account of his excellent chara&er, re* 
ceived irito great favor. Sidder, during the purfuit, faved Ba- 
' hadur, when almoft taken by Humaioon, by throwing himfelf 
in between the kings, till his mailer had an opportunity of making 
his efcape. But he himfelf was attacked with fuch violence by 
Humaioon, in perfort, that, after receiving many wounds, he got 
off wkh great difficulty. 

The king, three days after the taking of Mindu, renewed the 
purfuit after Bahadur, who, having taken all his treafure and 
jewels out of the city of Chapanier, fled towards Amudabad. 

The 
4 
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Tfie Kngj giving up the city of Chapanier to plunder, and com- A - P- ^s*- 
minting the fiege of the citadel, which ftill held out, to Dowlat 
Birlafs, continued to purfue Bahadur. The unfortunate Bahadur, 
hearing of his approach, fled to Cambait, but Humaioon purfuing 
him thither, he retired to the ifland of Deo, Humaioon arriving 
fa Cambait the very evening of die fame day in which Bahadur, 
fbrfook ifc 

Humaioon remained a few days in tKis place, but hearing that Return tor* 
Bahadur's wealth was moftly in the citadel of Ghapanier, he re- thetiudeL.. 
turned tQ. carry oh that fiege. Afchtiar, who commanded in^ 
the place, defended- if with great bravery. But though he hid 
feme years provifion in the fort, he was covetous of more, and 
took in daily fupplies by a certain part of the citadel, which was 
covered by a thick wood. The king, one day, reconnoitring the 
place, obferved the proceedings of Achtiar, with regard to the pro- 
vifkms. . He* immediately feized upon a party of country people 
who carried the fuppKes through die woods. He perfuaded, or 
rather commanded them, to carry him, in difguife, to the place— 
They had admittance. The king made the neceffary remarks, . 
x&mG&XQ Uie, eaihpv^ parcel of i*on 

^fees^bermi^e... i , . 

H^/himfcUf, with thr^e fcu^edfafea: mm-, went to the place* ffiigaitmi:: 
whUqfcigaqi attyoka wfre^ndg upon sve*y q*h« quarter ctf tto cxploit * 
fort. As the accefs. to. tbi^ ,past of thq fomefc waa exfcwtttefy 
clifficult,. the attention q£ the enemy was entirely drawn toward* 
the different affaults. Thisfurnifhed. the king with an ^opportunity 
of fixing his iron fpikes in the wall, by which means thirty-nine 
officers mounted, and the king himfelf matte th* fortieth. Btefbre 
fun-rife his whole detachment wa*wtohia the walls, when he d!f- 
< Vol, IL. U played^ 
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A. p. i «3 j. played a fignal which had been previoufly fettled with his troop*. 
They accordingly made a violent aflault upon all fides, and Hu- 
maioon, in the mean time, at the head of his detachment, cried 
out, Alia Akbar ! * and forcing his way, fword in hand, through 
the enemy, poflefled himfelf of one of the gates : he immediately 
opened it, and admitted his troops, and all, except Achtiar and 
his family, who were in an outwork, were put to the fword. 
The governor defended himfelf fo bravely, that he obtained a 
capitulation. The great ftrength of this place, the numerous 
garrifon, and the boldnefs of the attempt by which it fell, ren- 
dered this a&ion of the king, equal, in the opinion of all man- 
kind, to any thing of the like nature recorded in hiftory. Here 
the treafure of Guzerat, which had been colle&ed in the courfc 
of many years, was diftributed among the troops. He gave to 
the officers and foldiers what wealth could be heaped upon their 
refpe&ive fhields, proportioning the value of the things to their 
rank and merit. All the wealth of Room, Chitta, and Fringf, 
which had been there collected, to a vaft amount, was delivered 
x>ver to plunder. 

Bakadur le- Bahadur having fecured himfelf in Deo,- fent Chirkufs to Ahme~ 
dabad, to coiled the revenues, and levy troops. • He found him- 
felf foon at the head of fifty thoufand men, and was daily gaining 
ftrength and reputation. Humaioon having intelligence of the 
tranfa&ions of Bahadur, appointed Tirdi Beg to command the fort 
of Chapanier, and the adjacent countries, and marched in perfbn 
with hi* army towards Ahmedabad. Chirkufs drew out his troops 
to oppofe him, arid falling in with the vanguard of the imperia- 

* That ia, God is grcatcft. 

f The Turkifh Empire, China, and Europe. 

lifts, 



vies forces, 
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lifts, commanded by the prince Afhkari, and he was defeated A - P- f 53s* 
before the reft of the army could be brought up to the engagement* ' - 
The king, for this fignal ferviae, appointed Aflikari , governor 
of the fplendid city of Ahmedabad, He divided then the provin- JSSccHll 
ces of Guzerat among his omrahs, and marched againft Burhan* Guzcrtt - 
poor. Nizam, of Burhan, and the other princes of the Decan, 
apprehenfive of his defigns to reduce Chandez v wrote to him 
letters of fubmifiion and allegiance. 

Thefe letters had fcarce arrived, when the news of the infur- The &&** 

rettion under 

re&ion of Shere Chan came to the king. He, however* reduced Shcrc Cha^ 
all the countries about Burhanpoor* thep marched round to Min^ 
du. Chirkufs, in the mean time, in conjun&ion with the omrahs 
of Guzerat, began again to acquire ftrength, and marched* with 
an army, towards Ahmedabad. Humaioon, having marched into- 
the eaftern provinces, inverted Chinar,, and reduced it* after a 
liege of fix . months. Haying then gained the pafles, he en- 
tered Bengal. Shere* in the mean time,, carried away the treafure. 
of the princes of Gour and Bengal^ whom he had reduced, .and 
fled to the mountains of Jarcund. The king continued his march, 
tp Gour, the capital .of Bengal, took it, and commanded it to be 
called Ginnitjabad *. Having refided iir. that city for the fpaee 
of three months, he was obliged, on account of the moift air of 
that country, by .which the greateft part of his army fell fick, a& 
well as by the rebellion of his brother the prince Hindal at Agra, 
to return. v, • i * - 

Hindal, had been fent to fupprefs Mahommed Mirza, who, we The brother* 
have already obferved, had efcaped to Kinnoge. But inftead of 
performing that fervice, he, as foon as he faw. hunfelf at the head 

. *. The. paj-adifial city.. 

u * rf 
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A ^P- l $J9< of act. army, begaft txraJ|wrtf to the dironc; Me Ucoc^ingty ftsaft* 
" ' ' - • ched b«ck to Agra, wiifire he difoovered hi* trea&aable inteiiti&niH 1 
by putcipg! fbme of the princi^ paQptej; \Wi^ irej&Sted hi* ask* 
1 thority* to deaths &*' thus enforced* tfbedierictv and* Aiwmg* 
j *way every difguife, orctered the ehutbato be readmit* ftte <*frn'na*rfey 
and> with all theenfi'gns of royally-marched to(Dblhi,-andbefieged? 
iti. The king* having hfeatd*of : thefe proceedings,- left' JbhftHgit© 
-and Ibrahim to command in BeagttH- attd tiaftefled tfcwafrd^ Agra^ 
When he was about halfway, Mahommed Zeman, of the race of 
Tlmur, who had' fdrmerly joined Baftadlns returned^ frttm Siftd, 
and, being ^promifed a pardon y joined the kirfg'witlTa: cfcriftdetfatte 1 
party; In the mean time* Shere the A%han, finding the" Kng^is* 
*army fo much weakened by fifcknefe and ; defertfon* aild : His* affairs' 
further perplexed by 'the rebellkw of Hindil, marched with hrs* 
troops fronvRotaff, and came behind the king on the Jofla *. Both* 
armies 4ay three months ina&ive,' at a* time when the king ought* 
to have run all r hazards* < beftig' etotif clay irtftdted, and tH&& 
and more-diftteflfed by the<efiamy> l^ttopftvehted'hiscrofllng the* 
Viver. 

«Caminut To add ftill to Huzfnafoon*ei misfortunes, his other brother*. 

mounts the . n 

throne in Camiran, inftead of affiftitigj*rhim, yagenfcroufly af£ired- tci-his > 
gnu throne^ and marched, ' wh* ten - th»u^uid> horfe* f torn Lahore. > 

When he arrived'at Delhi, pfino^Hlndat prevailed upon him, to* 
join his forces with his oxvn, aflef which they both continued the 
liege. Ali, who commanded in the city, acquainted Camiran, tha*J 
he could never think of betraying his truft, and rather than be fo 
ungrateful to his prince; hfewai detdrmiried to hbld out to thblaft 
dropof his blood; buty that, J if hewotdd firft p<»flefs htmfelf of 1 
Agra* the- capital^ and entirely fubdue hi* brother; he would' 

• Perhaps the. Seme, or Cariir.nafla, 

H ' then> 



tfi% Afcf tf* flft : «feir "gKtedg tft'4 ttifoftctfii. When Cami- A $\$*. 
kti kftd' &fr ftM<# fdtfrfd 1 fAe governor fo determined, and that 
(ffiTifegi^d^ dteAi m&fr*foorf and 1 time, tAey fct out toge- 
flitf'fBr /?£^ environs o£ that city, 

Okif Jekroiifyi'^icff^tlxe £roth&& naturally entertained of each 
dtffer, die eyes ofbotn beiAg turned towards the throne,, broke 
dht 1 ittt A <5 b^en waf f fefindal^ h^ne darted by many of his party, 
jftad^ and tftrw ; htinclred ele- 

phants j" aridf * 6am1ran, entering Agra, afniijned all : tfi6 imperial 
enflgrfs. " ' : l? '-.';' 

Huinaioon endeaVoured, by every 'poflftble argument with his Humaioo* 
Brothers, to hring about a coalition of interefts ^gainft Shere, h^bTto" 
telling them, that their family quarrels would certainly, in the* ^J?^ rhi# 
end, lofe. them that mighty empire, which had^ coft their father fo 
fmicH pains tfcT conquer, and involve the family ,pf Tiinur in one 
common rum;' that it wasj therefore, advifeable to join aaainft 
the common enemy, and afterwards divide the empire amongft 
themfelves". Thefe arguments had no weight with his brothers*; 
who were fo bllntfecTwith ambition, that they were determined 
rkljher to lofe all^ than be contented wjtji a part. They, i vainly 
hoping that* after Shere had defeated Humaiooiv they fhould be: 
atte to fub'dufe Shere j . and each had the folly to fuppofe, that he 
would 'be able to exclude the other, and fo reign alone. 

At' this jiin&ufe, Shere fent thelearned Chelili, a dertifti of great Mak « P** 
reputation, to Humaioon, t<j treat about a peace,; which theking 
accepted, wirti gladneis, upon the following conditions : That 
Shere Ihould content himfelf with Bengal and Behar, which he 
was to hold in the king'* naine, .p^yiijg a (hull acknowledgment. 



Wfh 
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A flP' 'A 39- When the conditions were figned and ratified by mutual oaths, 
Tocher? ©f Humaioon, trufting too much to the faith of his enemy, permitted 
a free intercourfe between both armies. This was what the per- 
fidious Shere aimed at by the peace. He accordingly, next morn- 
ing, furprized the emperor's camp, before day-break, and totally 
defeated him. As the bridge of boats, which the king had been 
preparing, was not finifhed, there was no way of efcape left, but 
by plunging into the river ; all the boats being feized by a party of 
the enemy, who had turned the rear of the emperor's army. 
Humaioon, his nobles, and a great part of his army, were forced 
into the ftream, where eight thoufand Moguls, exclufive of Hin- 
doos, were drowned, among whom was the prince, Mahommed 
Zeman. This terrible overthrow happened to Humaioon in the 
year nine hundred and forty-fix. 



Humaioon 
•rcrduDwiu 



Bfcapesio 
Agra*. 



The king, by the afliftance of a waterman, having with great 
difficulty fwam acrofs the river, with a few who had furvived the 
daughter of this dreadful day, fled to Agra. Prince Camiran hear* 
ing of this defeat, haftened from Agra to Alwir, to confult with 
his brother Hindal. Finding that now the Afghans were likely 
to prevail, they were afhamcd of their behavior to their brother* 
and, when it was too Tate, thought proper to fupport him. In. 
the mean time, all the mogul omrahs who were dilperfed in the 
provinces* feeing that the power of their nation had fuftained fuch 
a violent fhock, found it affo neceflary to unite their ftrengtlu 
The^r accordingly haftened from all quarters to Agra ; Jehangire* 
and Ibrahim, having left Bengal, and even Mahommed Mfrza, 
who had rebelled in Kihnoge, joined now in the general caufe 
againft the Afghans; 



$!»aml» fce- The three brothers having' met at Agra, held daily confutations ; 
2J2!^ C but Camiran, who was not earneft in reconciling their different 

interefts* 



HUMAIOON, . t ji 

iftterefts, brought all their councils to nothing, and propofed to A. 0.154*. 
return to Lahore, to which refolution he was very much inftigated 8 ' 947- 
by the famous Chaja CaHan, Humaioon ufed every argument to 
prevent his departure; but the ambitious Camiran was deter- 
mined to be every thing bimfeift or to give no affiftanc« to his 
brother. 

Thefe impolitic difputes had lafted fix months, when Camiran Camiran <& 
was feized with a falfe appetite, which he too much indulged, and king, 
confequently became affli&ed with a lientery, which he imputed 
to poifon given him by his brothers. He immediately fet out for 
Lahore, leaving a thoufaqd horfe with Secunder, one of his 
chiefs, under pretence* of aflifting his unfprtunate brother. The 
inhabitants of Agra were greatly difcouraged at Camiran's depar- 
ture, fo that many of .tjiem, fearing the iffue of the war, accom- 
panied him. Hyder, one? of the pofterity of Timur, difgufted 
with this behavior, {laid behind, and joined Humaioon, to whom 
he was of great fervice. 

Shere, who had remained quiet during thefe difputes, now She* adroit 
advanced with an army to the banks of the Gang, and detaching Gang, 
his fpn Cuttub over the river, poffeffed himfelf of the adjacent pro- 
vinces. Humaioon having received intelligence of thefe motions,. y _ 
ordered Huffein the Ufbeck, in conjundion with Eadgar and Se- 
cunder, againft him, with a great army. They met the enemy 
near Calpie, where an obftinate engagement happened, in which 
vi&ory declaring for the moguls, Cuttub, with a great part of his 
army, was cut off, and his head fent to Agra. The generals, at 
the fame time, invited the king to come and have the honour of 
conquering Shere in perfon. 

Humaioon accordingly marched with a hundred thoufand horfe Hmnaioaa. 
andcroffing the Gang, near Kinnoge, fat down for the fpace of a igninaid** 

month 
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^.P- «49- JX^c^tlx hefpre the ^ajy of S^^ ^hig^ fOflftft?|i pf Jitjlp a>prpt 

• * 9 * ' \tyn jwlf hi? pijm^ J$ fi? p^a j^, M&mmed Mir**,. 

f*pd hig foifs, Tiphp ^pre j^^Jwfrle fpp tfi<Hjt tr**£he*jF. aftd iflr- 
gfa%ide ? fled to |$ye e»?»Fi with all theif &<&£ rftnt& draiway; 
p*yiy mcjf p fjfcr tfeenj, .wkjcfc a g*« I^ngftf fa? J^ng iflitp dj&«fe j , 
for his army being difpirited, began to defert by thoufan^fe , % 
complete his misfortunes, the rainy feafon now commenced, and 
his camp Ws quite Overflowed Witli Water* infomxteh that the tents . 
feemed gfloat. -The king therefore re&taed to move his camp to* 
highqr ground* 

• ■''■■. \\ .■■;]:.:'.■ ■■ • •■.." ; . ■ • '• ■ •• <vi ■:•• ." : ;. ■ :; - 1 

" On the tenth of RtaRfrrim, 'ninrttnidreA and fbrty-feren% , life : 
put his army f m motioh. He was attAtfked by Shere on his mfrch t , 
and defeated with great 'ffaught«r./ , Havhlg , unfortunately, as in: 
the former aaion^' the -river, then clofe to his* rear* the flight ; 
turned that way, 1 and fom£ thoufands*, td avoid the fwctfds of the : 
enemy, ehofe * more ! Jgnotamkros death in the ^ater. , A ftv»: 
only efcaped with the king over the river, with whom he fled to * 
Agra ; the r^ fy^tted th$m jtyf 8 ^th^^^rors^ .pr ^tfed : 
ty various . touts, _ 



and is over' 
tjuowa. 
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Stew advan- Shere, imme^iatelx ,a#ej. $fa y$9fXi ;#WWifiA tow ds Agra, . 

ces to Agra. ^ ^.^ ^ fyrffift t^l^f^lj^^or^^ . «|fl|0|^ tft? %# tf J$Mn 

$?.%£ oftljatyear., joine^t^fiiie^eftB^o^ mp^om^bft. 

thq ppfiufe to makje %e t*eft,u*p <$ his, V$orj;, ; cjo$#, % ri*er, 
pf Jullaapoor, upon whjch tj*e king^ . ugW; ^fi# pf/RifiHfc: 
puffed theriyer pf^a^pre, a^.rftyqf^d^^arrtftTatt^a^d^i^keB^ . 
upon the Indus. Camiran, now fenfu^pf J^s.ufl^ene^o^ aj^i 
impolitic behavior, was himfelf obliged to fly towards Cabul, and 
&w an empire wrefled from hi* family* by the eifo&*.o£ that hafe 

ejary» 
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fhjnr, which could not behold «ver> a brother's grqataefc without A. p. 154^ 

•_. IJumajooa Jiaving crofled;the Indus, on his Way to Bicker," HumdoonS 
' halted at Lori, ""and fent an embafiador, with a horfe and drefsjtft the govcr- 
his coufin Huflein, governor of Tatta, to requeft his aid, that he 
»ight be able to poflefs himfelf of Guzerat. Huflein feeming to 
Men to his requeft, detained the king, by various artifices and 
fcxojfes, for 'five months, by which means his fmall army, dif* 
trcfled for want of pay, daily diminifhed iji numbers. The prince 
Hiiidal, his brother, in the mean time* left him* and went to 
Kandahar, being invited thither by the governor of that pro* 
vince. Eadgar Nafir propofed, at the fame time, to quit Humai- 
oon, but the unfortunate king, took great pains to keep him firm 
to his intereft, giving him the government of Bicker. But he 
had no fooner taken pofleflion of that place, than he began to 
ftrengthen himfelf againft his fovef eign. 

Humaioon, in the mean time, had, with his littld army, laid His g** 1 
fiege to Sewan for feven months, without effedfc, when Huflein^ 
defirous of getting the place into his own hands, advanced, with 
a great force, from Tatta, and Abounding both the garrifon and 
the befiegers, prevented Fupplies from being carried to ^either* 
'Humaioon's army were foon greatly diftrefled, as well as the gar- 
rifon. The king, driven to extremities, reqttefted Eadgar to 
join him with what forces he had in Bicker ; but this ungrate- 
ful man chofe rather to be prevailed upon to join Huflein, wh6 
promifed him his daughter, and to fecure him in his government. 
He immediately ,deferted the king*s intereft, at this dangerous 
Crifis, and Humaioon was obliged to retreat precipitately from 
before Sewan, towards Bicker. He could not even obtain, in 

VbL. IL X that 
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A - °- l S4 u that place, a few boate from his own perfidious fubje&s, to waft 
his fmall army over the river. After a fearch of fome days,* aad 
wandering along the banks, he difcovered fome boats that had 
been funk, raifed them, and tranfported his troops to the other 
fide. 

Eadgar fob- Notwithftanding this accumulation of misfortunes, Humaiooa 
had flrength enough left to ftrike terror into Eadgar, who, to avoid 
his refentment, came and made his fubmiffion. The neceflity of 
the times obtained his pardon; but, in return for Humaioon'a 
clemency, he began to raife fedition among his troops, arid pri- 
vately to draw them over to his own intereft. This treafon being 
communicated to the king, the traitor, upon being taxed with it* 
appeared at the head of his troops, in open rebellion. But the 
principal officers of the rebellious fa&ion refufed to attack their 
king, fo that an a&ion was prevented, when both parties were 
formed in order of battle. The king being in no condition, at 
that jun&ure, to contend with the rebel, thought it high time to 
provide for his own fafety elfewhere. He therefore marched, by 
the way of Jaffelmere to Maldeo, then the moft potent Hindoo 
prince in Hindoftan, having before received an invitation from. 
him. But as he was paffing through the territories of Jaffelmere* 
the prince of that country fent a force to oppofe him. The king, 
defeated them, and paffed on to the boundaries of Maldeo, where 
he halted, and fent a meflenger to that prince. 

Jtaja Maldeo . But few keep faith with a king, when he is under the cloud of 

Humaiooxu misfortunes. Maldeo, feeing he had nothing to fear from Hu- 

maioon, found in his own mind no principle to love him; he 

therefore refolved, if poffible, to feize the king, and fend him to 

the ufurper Shere. One of MaldeoV fervants, who had formerly 

lived; 
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lived under Humaiqdn, having intelligence of this defign, names ^^JSJ*' 
diately informed the king. 

Humaiooh mounted his horfe, at midnight, and fled towards He tie* 
Amercot, which is about one hundred crores from Tatta. tji? 
horfe, on the way, falling down dead with fatigue, he deilred 
Tirdi Beg, one of his chiefs, who was well mounted, to let him 
have his ; but fo ungenerous was this man, and fo low was royalty 
fallen, that he refiifed to comply with his fovereign's requeft. The 
troops of Maldeo being clofe to his heels, he was neceflitated to 
mount a camel, till one Koka, difmounting his own mother* 
gave the king her horfe, and placing her on a camel, ran him- 
felf on foot by her fide. 

The country through which they fled, being an entire fandy i& great 
defart, the trbops began to be in the utmoft diftrefs for water. 
Some ran mad, others fell down dead ; nothing was heard but 
dreadful fcreams and lamentations. To add, if poflible, to this 
calamity, news arrived of the enemy's near approach. Humaioon 
ordered all thofe who could fight to halt, and let the women and 
baggage move forward. The enemy not making their appearance, 
the king rode on in front, to fee how it fared with his family. 
Night, in the mean time, coming on, the rear loft their way* 
and in the morning were attacked by a party of the enemy. One 
of the omrahs, who adhered to the king's fortunes, named Ali, 
with about twenty brave men, refolved to fell his life dear. Hav- 
ing repeated the creed of martyrdom, he rufhed upon the enemy, 
and the firft arrow having reached the heart of the chief of the 
party, the reft were, by the valor of this handful,- put to flight. 
The other moguls joined in the purfuit, and took many of their 
camels and horfes* They then continued their march, found the 

X 2 king 
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king fitting by a well, which he had fortunately found, and gav* 
him an account of their adventure. 



The king's 
dreadful fix- 
ation for 
want of 
water. 



Marching forward, the next day, from, this well, they were* 
more diftrefled than before, there being no water for two dayi 
journey. On the fourth day of their retreat, they fell, in. with 
another well, which was fo deep, that the only bucket, they had^ 
took a great deal of time in being wound up, and therefore a drum* 
was beat to give notice to the people when the bucket appeared 
that they might repair by turns to drink*. The unhappy men wercr 
fo impatient for the water, ^that as foon as the firft bucket appear- 
ed, ten. or twelve of them, threw themfelves upon it, before it 
quite reached the brim of the well, by which. means the ropa 
broke, and the bucket was loft, and feveral fell headlong after it. 
When this fatal accident happened, the fcreams-and lamentations 
of all became loud and dreadfuL. Some lolling out thejr tongues* 
rolled themfeLves, in agony,, on the hot fand j,; while others, pre- 
cipitating themfelves- into the. w^ll, met with .an immediate, and 
confequently an eafier death. What did not the unhappy king 
feel, when he faw this terrible fituation of his few faithful friends I 
The next day, though they reached a brook, was not lefs fatal 
than the former. The camek, who^ had not fcafted water for feve- 
ral day?* now drank, fo much, that the greateft part of them died. 
The people alfo, after drinking, complained of an oppreflion of 
the heart,, aniin.ahout.half an hour, a .great partof them expired, . 



Jfckbar born. 



A- few, with the king* after this unheard of diftrefs, reached 
Amercot. The raja being a humane man, took compaffion orr 
their misfortunes. He fpared nothing that could alleviate theicr 
nyiferies, or. exprefs his fidelity to the king. J 

At Amercot, upon Sunday the .fifth of Rigib, in the year nine 
hundred and fort^-nine, the prince Ackbar was brought forth, by 

thfc 
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A.p. 1542; 
left his family under the protection, of Rana, the prince of Amer- 



t£e SoFlana Hamida. The king* after returning thanks td God, A Hi?' 949 ^ 



cot, and, by the aid of that raja, marched againft Bicker. But a Humaioon 
mutiny arifing among the troops* they difperfed, fo that nothing ed, Hies to- 
could be efFe&ed. Some of the king's own omrajis deierted him r d a ^5. Kan "" 
and the gallant Ali,. one of his principal adherents, was killed in 
an a&ion m which Humaioon was defeated* The king, fled to- , 
wards Kandahar, and wa6, on his way, joined by that gallant 
mogul chief* Byram Chan, from Guzerat. The prince Camiran 
had, at that time, taken the fortrefs of Kandahar from his brother 
Hindal ; and* Aflikari governed there by his appointment^ Huf- 
fein, who governed at Tatta, changing his mind with the increafe 
of Humaioon's misfortunes, wrote to. Afhjpuri, that the king wa^ 
in the utmoft diftrefs, and. that if he would, now favor him, fa 
meritorious an action, could not be forgot. Afhkari, inftead of 
liftening to this requeft, attacked, the king when he approached, 
obliging him to leave behind him his young infant fon, Akbar, 
and fly himfelf, with the Sultarta Mariam, and only twenty-two 
horfe, to Cfioraflan. Afhkari exprefled great forrow at the king's 
efcape, and plundering all his-effe£ts, carried the young prince to- 
Kandahar^ 

The king, by repeated trials, found that he xould place no faith Is received' 
in his brothers. When he arrived upon the frontiers of Seiflan, PwfiaL.* 
he was met by Shamlu, who was there governor on. the part of 
Tamafp, king of Perfia* He brought Humaioon to the capital of 
Seiflan, and treated him with the greateft refpeflt, prefenting him 
with all the money of which he was poflefled, and furnifhing the 
Sultana with flaves; The king received juft what fupplied his 
occafions, and returned the reft. He from thence fet out for 
Herat, and was, in that city, met by the prince Mahommed, the: 
king of Perfia's eldeft fon. This prince forgot nothing of that 

i, gene:— 
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A. p. 1542. generofity and pblitenefs which fo remarkably diltinguiihed hit 

chara&er. He provided the unfortunate exile very effectually # 
with all neceflaries for his journey to the Perfian court f In the 
progrefs of Humaioon towards the capital of Perfia, ail the gover- 
nors of the provinces and great men paid him their compliments,- 
and made magnificent entertainments for him. When he arrived 
-at Kizvi, he difpatched Byram to the Perfian king, at Ifpahan* 
and waited for his anfwer. Let us now leave Humaioon, to 
give an account of the tranfadions in Hindoftan, during his exile, 

Sutcof Afia. Tamafp ftill held the fester of Perfia. The Ottomans, and 
their emperor Solyman, carried on a fuccefsfiil war againft the 
Periians, and the Ulbeck Tartars were extremely troiiblefome on' 
the north-eaft banks of the Oxus, The frontier provinces to the 
north-weft of the Indus remained to the houfe of Timur, after th& 
expulfion of Humaioon from India* 
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THE originaF mine of Shere was Fcrid. Hi* fatfier war K ;J* : *r4#- 
■ j* ***£• 949**- 

Kuffein, of the Soor tribe of the Afghan* of Rob, a shm'sfa^ 

mountainous country on the confines of India and Perfia.. When mUfc 

Beloli placed his foot on the throne of the Indian empire, the 

grandfather of Shere, Ibrahim, came to Delhi in queft of military 

fervice. The original feat of the Afghans was Roh, which, in their 

language, • fignifies a mountainous' country- It extended, they 

fay, in length, from Sewad and Bijore, to the town of Sui in the. 

dominions of Buckuraft, and in breadth, from Huffin to RabuF^ 

This traft, in its fertile vaHies, contained many ieparate tribes 1 ;, 

among the number of thefe was that of Soor, who derive them*- 

felves from the princes of Ghor, whofe family held the empkfc 

after the extin&ion of the race of Ghizni. One of the fons of" 

the Ghorian family, whofe name was Mahommed Soor, having 

left his native country, placed himfetf among the Afghans of 

Roh, and was the father of the tribe of Soor, which waa efteemed* 

the nobleft among them*. ' 

Ibrahim, the grandfather of Shere, arriving at Delhi, engaged iferahinj *r-. 
himfelf in the fervice of an omrah of the court of Beloli. Wheii 
the empire fell to Secunder, the fon of Beloli, the noble Jemma^ 
a chief of high renown r was appointed fuba of Jionpoor* and 
he took Huffein, the fon of Ibrahim, in his retinue* He found 
him a youth of parts, and favored him fo much, that, in a 
fliort time, he gave him the diftri&s of Sehfaram and Tanda, in» 
jagier, for which he waa to maintain five hundred horfe, Huffein 

4 had 
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A Hig.949. 2 ' * ia< * e *gkt *° n8 » Ferid and Nizam of one mother, of a Patau 
family j the other fons were born of flaves. 

Fcrid flies Huflein had no great love for His wife, and he therefore neg-* 

t&rthoufc. le&ed he? {**&$. Eerid, upon thSs, left. -hia father's, holrf^'lttUl 
enlifted himfelf a foWier in the fervdcf *>9 Jemmal, the^yerno^^rf 
Jionpoor. Huflfein ntftote to .Jemmal u£oa thisoccafion* <requefW 
ing him to fend back-his fon y that he might be educated* \ Bot aty 
that Jen^mal, could fay frad no effect vpon Eerjd. Jionpoor* Jba 
•faid, was fc, beftpr place for inffeu&ion than Sch^^am; and hfe 
affirm.ed that -he .would. ; attend to letters of his own accords T\i» 
he did to fo much purpofe, that he foon could repeat, the.worfca.rf 
the celebrated poet Sadi, and was, befides, a proficient in all the 
learning of the country. He, however, employed moft of hid 
time in hiftojy and poejjjy* beijig fupported by the liberality of 
JemmaU : ? _.\. -.- ;t 

■ ...*.■*.'.• • ■ •■ ■ \ 

Is reconciled Aftfcr three., or four years had elapjfed, .Huflein- came to Jiocf? 
4h«r, ~ poor, and, by the mediation qf friends, the father aiid foa wer^ 
reconciled. Huflein gaye perj4 thp Sparge qf his^.eftate, and re- 
mained himfelf at Jionpoor. Ferid, when he took leave of his 
father, faid, " That the {lability of government depended on jut- 
" tice, and that it would be his greateft care not to violate it, 
" either by oppreffing the weak, or permitting the ftrong to in-» 
" fringe the laws with impunity." When he arrived at his 
jagier, he actually put this refolution in practice, by rendering 
juftice to the poor, and reducing to order fuch of his zemindars as 
oppofed his authority. He, by this .means, had his revenues 
punctually paid, and his country well cultivated. His reputation 
grew apace ; for all his actions difcovercd uncommon genius and 

refolution* 

Huflein 
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r Huffdn coming to vifit his eftate, was extremely well pleafed A ^; I*J/ 
with the management of his for*, and therefore continued him in 
his office. But the father had a favorite flave by whom he had three 
fons, Soliman, Ahmed, and Mudda, and the old man was ex- 
tremely fond of her. She told him, that now her fon Soliman 
was grown up, and that he ought to provide for him. She, day 
after day, continued to teaze Huffein for the fuperintendency of 
the pergunnahs for Soliman. This gave the old omrah great 
concern, knowing the fuperior abilities of Ferid. The fon, hear- 
ing that the domeftic peace of his father was deftroyed, by the 
importunities of his favorite, made ;a voluntary refigiiation of hi* 
truft> which was accordingly conferred upon Soliman. ' 

Ferid, and his brother Nizam, fet out immediately for Agra, Gocs * 
and entered into the fervice of Dowlat, one of the principal omrahs 
of the emperor Ibrahim. Ferid, by his good behavior, foon 
infinuated himfelf into his matter's afFe&ion. Dowlat, one day* 
defired him to tell him what he was moft defirous to obtain, and 
that he would ufe his intereft with the king in his favor. Ferid 
replied, That his father was now in his dotage, and wholly guided 
by an artful miftrefs, who had deprived both himfelf and his 
brother of their patrimonial inheritance, and. had procured their 
eftate for her own fpurious offspring. That if Dowlat would,' 
therefore, by his intereft at court, procure the royal grant of the 
eftate in his name, he would promife to provide for his father, and 
maintain five hundred good horfe for the fervice of the empire. 
Dowlat accordingly preferred this requeft to the emperor Ibra- 
him, who replied, That he muft be a bad man indeed, who re- 
viled and undermined the intereft of his own father. Dowlat 
retired in filence, and informed Ferid of the anfwer he had re- 
ceived, but comforted him with a promife of taking another oppor- 
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tunityto urge his requeft. In the mean time, the father of Ferid. 
died, and Dowlat obtained the Emperor's grant, with which the 
two brothers fet out to Sehfaram with a grand retinue* 



His brother 
Soliman, 
complains of 
him to Ma- 
kommed 
Soor. 



He obtains 
the title of 
Sbere Chan. 



* Soliman, upon the arrival of his brothers, evacuating the couoi 
try* went off to Mahommed, one of the Afghan family of Soor* 
and his relation, who held the diftrift of Chond, and kept up a 
force of fifteen hundred horfe, and complained of the behavior 
of Ferid. Mahommed told him, that Baber, intending to invade 
Hindoftan, a war between him and the Emperor Ibrahim was un-* 
avoidable. That, therefore, if he fhould accompany him when 
called to the imperial army, he would endeavor to get him redreft- 
Soliman was too impatient to wait fo long in fufpenfe. Mahom— 
jpaed, therefor^ fent a perfon to Ferid, to treat about a reconcile 
atiom. Ferid replied* That he was willing to give him a proper 
fhare of hisiatherV inheritance, but that he muft be excufed froH* 
parting with any of his power ; repeating, at the fame time, the 
old adage, That two fwords could never reft in one fcabbard* 
Solimaa could not be fatisfred with a fhare of the government, 
and therefore nothing was fettled between the brothers. This ir- 
ritated Mahommed fo much, that he refolved to compel Ferid to 
the meafures which he himfelf had propofed. Fef id being informed 
of this refolution, began to provide for his own fecurity ; but news 
arriving of the Emperor Ibrahim's defeat and death, the whole 
country was thrown into confufion. 

Ferid refolved not to lie idle in the midft of the troubles which 
enfued. He joined Par Chan, the fon of Diria Lohani, who had. 
fubdued Behar, and affumed the royal dignity, under the name 
of Mahommed, or Mahmood. As that monarch was one day 
on a hunting party, he roufed an enormous tiger j which Ferid 

immediately 
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bninfcdiatd^ attack^^ F« A.D. 154& 

this bold? a&ion, tfrhich wa* done in MahmoocPs prefence, he wa» fr *^ 
honored with the .title -of Shctt Chan *. Shere rofe gradually 
to great influence and fiver, 4n Mahmood V fervice. He was even 
appointed tutor to his fon, Jellal. He, in the meaii time* re^ 
quelled permiflion to go to his eftate, but he was detained t there 
by bufmefs, till his leave of abfehce expired. Mahmood, diffa- 
tisfied with this behavior, reproached him, one day in public, 
with breach of proqaife ;. and Mahommed, pf the family of Spor> 
fceing preferiti took that 'oppottuqity gf r accjifing him of treafon-? 
able defigjis, and with favoring the intereft of ^ahmopd, the ion 
of the Emperor Secunder* The Sultan was, by this means, fo 
incenfed againft him, that; he intimated, at the time, a defign,to 
deprive him of his eftate, and to confer, if upon his brother $0- 
liman, as a juft punifhment for his oflfence, ,and/the only tiling 
that could bring him to a proper fenfe of liis dutyl , . 

4. 
Mahmood, however, having a great gfteem ff*f Shflrie, agaipft ^ r ^^j^ 

whom nothing was yet proyed, laid afide thejvfokntmeafUtoto 

which he was inftigated by Mahomi&edr Re* at the feme time* 

by way of alarming him, gave orders to his accufer to inquire into 

his father's eftate, and make an equal divifion of it among all the 

brothers. Mahommed, glad of this order, fent one of his fervant* 

to Shere to acquaint him, that his brothers, according to the 

King's commands, were to have their proportionable dividends of 

the eftate which he had hitherto fo unjuftly with-held from them. 

Shere returned for anfwer, that Mahommed was very much 

miftaken in this matter. That there were no hereditary eftates in 

India, among Mahommedans, for that all lands belonged to the 

* Shere iignifies a lion. 

Y 2 King, 
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A*D. 154*. King* which he. difpdfed of at pleafure. That as hehimfelf had 

*vg-949' a perfonal grant of his eftate, his brethren were entirely out of 

the queftion. That he, however, had already confented to givp 

to his brother Soliman a part of the monpy and moveables,, a<> 

cording to law. > .•' ' . , , ."> i ,„;■ , r >. 

Shoie at- When the meflenger returned with this anfwer tp Mahomjned, 

who was then at Chond, he was enraged at fo flat a denial, and 
raifing all his forces, fent them againft Shere, under the copmancj 
of Shadi, his adopted flave, accompanied' by Shere's brothers, So* 
liman and Ahmed. Shadi's orders were to take pofleffion of the 
country/ and to leave a force with Soliman, to protect him in the 
eftate. This refolutiori being quickly taken, Shere had hot time to 
coUeft his peop|e ; but, upon the firft alarm* he wrpte to one Main, 
leek, his deputy, in the diftrfdt of Chawafspoor Tandah, to harr#f* 
the enemy with what trqops he had, but to avoid an a£tion tilj 
he joined him in perfon^ But iClalleck, defirous to diftinguift. 
Jl, himfelf, gave them battle, and loft his life and the vidtory* This 

^7 : ' tihexj^fieil^dififter weakened Sheriefo much, that he was in no 
condition tdi oppbfe Mahottimed '; he therefore evacuated the coun^ 
tryi^ahd'fledto Juneid Birlafs, governor of Kurrah and Manecfc- 
poor, on the part of the Emperor Baber. He made Birlafs a 
handfome prefeht, was- takeh into favor, and obtained a body of. 

defeats Ma- troops to reqover his countfry. With tihefe he defeated Mahommed 1 * 
•\Yiho< fled to the mpuntkins o£ Rhotas, fb that he not only po£. 
fqflfed liinrf&f of hisiowncpuntry* but added feveral other diftridtk 
to his jagier, which he . now held of the Mogul Emperor, Baben 
Having rewarded the Moguls*, who had affifted him, he permitted 
them to return to their mailer. He, at the fame time,. levied troops* 
and was. joined by his former friends, who had fled to the hills, 
which rendered him very formidable in thofe parts. 

Shere 
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Sliere having thus eftablifhed himfelf in his eftate, performed ^.JJg" 
an a£t of generofity, which, if it was not intended to deceive the His generofiv 
world, does him much honor. He recalled his enemy MaKommed, y ° 
who had fled, and put him in pofTeflion of his former eftate. This 
generous treatment Converted his greateft enemy into one of his 
bed friends. Shere having fettled his affairs, left his brother 
Nizam in charge of his country, and paid a vifit to his benefadtor 
Juneid Birlafs, at Kurrah. Birlafs was then* going to Agra, and 
Shere refolved to accompany him thither. He was, upon this oc- 
cafion, introduced to the Eniperor Baber, and attended that prince; 
in his expedition to Chinderu 

After Shere had ftaid fome time in the Mogul camp, and bfcferved ffis P™ lmt 

° * concerning 

their manners and policy, he, one day, told a friend, that he thought the Moguls*. 
if would be an eafy matter to drive thofe foreigners out of. Hin-' 
doftan. His friend afked him, what reafon he had to think fo ? 
Shere replied, " That the King himfelf, though a man of great 
" parts, was but very little acquainted with the policy of Hin- . 
" doftan ; and that the minifter, who held the reins of govern- 
" ment, would be too much biafled in favor of his own intereft y 
" to mind that of the public. That therefore if the Patans, who 
" were now at enmity among themfelves, could be brought ta 
" mutual concord, the work was compleated ; and fliould fortune 
** ever favor him, he imagined himfelf equal to the tafk, however. 
" difficult it might, at prefent, appear." His friend burft out 
into a loud laugh, and began to ridicule this vain opinion. 
Shere, a few days after, had, at the King's table, fome folid 
difhes fet before hhn > with only a fpoon to eat them. He called 
for a knife, but the fervants had orders not to fupply him with 
one. Shere, not to lofe his dinner, drew his dagger, without 
ceremony, and cutting up his meat, made a hearty meal, without 

minding; 



i'6$ THE HISTOHY OF HINDOSTAN. 

A. p. 1542. minding thofe who diverted themfelves at this odd behavior. When 
g- 949* h e j^ d onCl the King, who had been remarking his manner* 
turned to Amir Chalifa, and faid, " This Afghan is not to be 
, *' difconcerted with trifles, and is likely to be a great man." 

** c vnv&ttly Shere perceiving, by thefe words, that the King had been in- 
formed of his private difcourfe to his friend, fled the camp that 
night, and went to his own eftate. He wrote from thence to his 
benefa&or Juneid Birlafs, that as Mahommed had prevailed on 
Mahmood, King of Behar, to fend troops againft his jagier, hq 
had in hafte left the King's camp, without waiting upon hiai 
for leave. He, by this means, amufed Juneid Birlafs, pre- 
vented his chaftifing him, and at the fame time made up matters 
with Mahmood, with whom he became a greater favorite than 
before. 

She* mana- Mahmood of Behar dying a fliort time after, was fucceeded by 
f^wlttf his fon Jellal, a minor. The young prince's mother, the Sultana 
Behar. Dudu, a&ed as regent, and conferred the principal offices in the 

government upon Shere. The Sultana dying foon after, the ad- 
ttiiniftration fell wholly into the hands of Shere. Allum, the go- 
vernor of Hadgipoor, on the part of Mahmood, King of Bengal* 
being guilty of fome mifdemeanor, threw himfelf under Shere's 
prote&ion. Mahmood, to revenge this infult, ordered Cuttub, 
governor of Mongier, with a great force, againft Behar. As the 
forces of Behar were inconfiderable, in comparifon of thofe of Ben- 
gal, Shere made many overtures for accommodating differences, 
but to no efFeft. Finding no arguments could prevail but the 
* fword, he refolved to ftand the unequal encounter, in which his 
fuperior fkill and bravery acquired him a complete victory. Cuttub 

was 
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was flain, and all his trcafure, elephants, and camp equipig* A jP"^ 4au 
taken* which greatly advanced the political defigns of Shere;. 

After this vi&ory, the Patan tribe of Lohani, the coofins of Apioiz&hb 
Jellal, the young King of Behar, envying the fortune of Shere, hislife - r 
formed a confpiracy to take away his life. Shere difcovened thfc 
plot, taxed Jellal with it, who was privy to the confpiracy, being: 
very jealous of the great influence of his minifter. He t61d, riii 
this occafion, tp the young prince, that there was no neceffity of: 
taking fuch a bafe method of getting quit of his fervant, for that 
if he fhould but once fignify his inclination, Shere was ready td* 
refign that government, which he lately fo foccefefully protected.. 
The prince, either fufpe&ing his fincerity, or being equally fiifpf*- 
cious of the other omrahs, would, by no means, confent to-fcfe 
fefignation. This fo much difgufted the confpirators, that they 
took every poflible meafure to make a breach between the princ^ 
and his minifter. Shere, finding that he had no fecurity, but in 
maintaining his power, by the unlimited ufe he made of it, juftly 
excited the prince r s jealoufy to fuch a pitch, that, one night, ac~ 
companied by his omrahs, he lied to Mahmood, of Bengal, and: 
implored his aid to expel Shere, who had ufurped his throne. 

Mahmood, joining his compaflion for the young prince, to his Mahmood" ©F 
perfonal hatred to Shere, fent Ibrahim, the fon of that Cuttuh ta^ Shere*- 
Whom Shere had formerly defeated, with a confiderable army 
againft the ufurpcr. The Bengali ans befieged Shere in a mud fort r 
for a long time, without fuccefs ; fo that Ibrahim was obliged to 
lend home for fiiccours. Shere, being informed of this circunw 
ftance, came out, offered battle, and, by means of a common ftra- 
fagem, ordering his troops to fly at the firft onfet, to draw the 
enemy into aa ambulh,. defeated them, and took all their guns ancK 

elephants*- 
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A- P- *S4*« elephants, Ibrahim himfelf was flain in the a&ion, and the young 
prince Jellal fled in great diftrefs to Bengal* 

AU Bchar Shere, by this vidtory, became lord of all Behar, and grew 

liim. daily more and more formidable. One Taji was, at this time, 

governor of the ftrong fort of Chinar, which he had held for 
•himfelf ever fince the death of Ibrahim Lodi, Emperor of Hindof- 
tan. His wife Ladi Malleki, who was barren, yet for whom he 
had a very great affe&ion, being envied by his other wives, by 
whom he had children, they inftigated their fons to make away 
with her. But one of the fons, who had undertaken the murdef, 
miffed his blow, and only inflidted a flight wound. Taji, alarmed 
by her cries, came to her afliftance, and drew his fword to kill his 
fon. The fon, feeing no means to efcape, aflaulted his father, 
and flew him. The fons of Taji were yet too young to be eh* 
trufted with the government, and Ladi Malleki drew the reins 
into her own hands, by her addrefs among the chiefs and zemin- 
dars/ Shere, informed of thefe tranfa&ions, fet a treaty of marriage 
on foot with Ladi Malleki, which was foon concluded. Sherc 
feized upon Chinar and the dependant diftri£ts, which was a great 
acquifition to his power, there being a confiderable treafure in the 
place. 

Much about thrs^time, Mahmood, the fon of the Emperor 
Secunder Lodi, having taken prote&ion with Rana Sinka, by his 
afliftance, and that of Haflen of Mewat, advanced againft the 
Emperor Baber, and was defeated, as we have already feen, at 
Janveh. Mahmood, flying to Chitor, was from thence invited by 
the chiefs of the tribe of Lodi, who were gathered together at 
Patria, and by them proclaimed King. He made himfelf foon 
mafter of all Behar. Shere perceiving that he could not draw the 
omrahs over from Mahmood's intereft, and that he had not fuffi- 

cient 
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oicnt force to oppofc him, fubmitted to his authority, and, by that A. p. 1542. 
means, faved a part of Behar, which the Sultan permitted him to * 949 ' 
retain. Mahmood told him, at the fame time, that if he fhould 
efFe&ually affift him in recovering Jionpoor from the Moguls, he 
would return Behar to him ; and a contract to that effect was 
4rawn up and executed between them. 

Shere, fome time after, obtained leave to return to Sehffaram, Shere obtains 
to levy troops, and Mahmood marching, with an army, againft his jagier. 
the Moguls, fent him orders to join. But as Shere delayed for 
fome time, the Sultan, perfuaded by his omrahs that he was playing 
a loofe game, marched his army through Shere's eftate, on his 
way to Jionpoor. Shere came out to meet him, had an elegarit 
entertainment provided for his reception, and then marched- with 
him to Jionpoor. The troops of the Emperor Humaioon evacuated 
the province upon their approach, fo that the Afghans took poflef- 
{ion of the country as far as Lucknore. . • » 

_ ■♦ 

* Humaioon lay, at this time, before Callinger, and having heard 
of the progrefs of the Afghans, he inarched againft them. Mahri 
mood having, on this occafion, given a fuperior command to Bein M ^ m ^ 
Baezid, Shere, who thought himfelf ill-ufed, betrayed his matter^ 
and wrote a private letter, the night before the a&ion, to Hindoo 
Beg, one of the Mogul generals, 1 Acquainting him, "That he 
" efteemed himfelf a fervant of Baber's family, to whom he owed 
" his advancement, and that he would be the caufe of defeating 
< c the Afghans next day." He drew off his troops in the aOion, 
which occafioned Mahmood's defeat, for which fervice he was 
greatly favored by Humaioon. Mahmood, after this defeat, re- 
treated to Patna, retired from the world/ and, in the. year. nine 
hundred and forty! nine,' died in Oriflk. ^ 
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Humaioon, after this victory, returned to Agra, and fent the 
noble Hindoo Beg to Shere, to take poffeffion of the fort of Chi- 
nar. Shere excufed himfelf, and obliged Hindoo Beg to retreat. 
Humaioon returned immediately with his whole army to befiege 
Chinar, and, having inverted it, he received a letter from Shere, 
acquainting him, " That he efteemed himfelf one of the fervants 
" of the houfe of Baber, from whom he firft obtained a govern- 
" ment; and that he had exprefled his fidelity, by being the 
44 occafion of the late vidtory. That, therefore, if the King would 
" permit him to retain the government of the fort, he was willing 
" to pay him the proper revenues of the lands which he held, and 
" would fend his fon, Cuttub, with five hundred horfe, to be main- 
" tained at his own expense, in the emperor's fervice." As 
at this jundure the affairs of Guzerat, by the conquefts of 
Bahadur, required the King's prefence, and confidering alfo thft 
fWength of Chinar, Humak>on confented to thefe terms, and, ac- 
cordingly, being joined by Cuttub, the fon of Shere* with five 
hundred horfe, he marched towards Bahadur. The King, how- 
ever, had fcafcely reached Guzerat, when Cuttub deferted with 
his horfe, and returned to his father. Shere immediately raifed 
what forces he could, and reduced Behar. Not fatisfied with 
his fuccefs* he purfued his fortune, and penetrated into the heart 
of Bengal* having fought with the omrahs of that country fevcral 
fharp battles, before he could make himfelf mafter of the pafies, 
1rhkh were defended a whole month. 



Befiege* 
Gout. 



Mahmood of Bengal (hut himfelf up in Gour, the capital* 
which Shere fbr a long timefacfieged. One of the zemindars of 
Behar having raifed a difturbance, he left ChawafsJto carry oh the 1 
fiege, and returned himfelf to Behar. Provisions becoming at 
length very fcarce in Gour, Mahtoood fled in a boat to Hadjipoor ; 

3 and 
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and Shera, baring fettled affairs ia Behar, returned and purfucd A- p. 154* 
him. Mafcmood beiag neceffitated to give battle, was defeated, 
and being wounded in the engagement fled his kingdom, which 
immediately fell into the hands of die conqueror. 

Humaioon, returning from his expedition to Guzerat, thought Humaioon 
it neceflary to put a ftop to the rifing power of Shere. He arms *g*inft 
for that purpofe turned towards the redu£tfon of Gunar. Jellal, 
a fcn of Shere, who commanded there, left the defence of the 
place to Ghazi, of the Soar tribe of Afghans, and retired to the 
hills of Bercundah, from whence lie very much annoyed die be- 
fiegers. The liege had been carried on fix months, when Rumi 
Chan, who commanded die King's artillery, by feme land of a 
floating battery, which he fent down the river clofe to the wall, 
reduced the place. Humaioon left two hundred Jbldiers in garrifon 
there, and inarched towards Bengal* Mahmood, who, as we 
have already obferved, was wounded in the a&ion with Sherc, 
threw himfelf under the protection of Humaioon. When the King 
had advanced to the pafs of Gurhi, which is the frontier of Ben- 
gait he found that Shore had fent his fon Jellal, Chawafs, and 
a good detachment, to guard that defile. The King fent Kulli, 
and fome other chiefs, to diflodge them ; but they were repulfed in 
feveral attacks. Being, however, fupported by more troops, and 
the whole army appearing in fight, a fiiccefsful aflault was made, 
and the Moguls became matters of die pafs. Jellal fled to his father 
Shere at Gour, who, being in no condition to engage fo fuperior 
a force, evacuated that capital, carried off all his wealth to the 
mountains of Jarcund, and begun to projedt a fcheme for poflef~ 
fing himfelf of Rhotas, that he might there lodge his family and 
wealth in fecurity. 

Z % To 
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To take Rhotas by open force was an impoflSble attempt. It 
was therefore neceflary to devife fome ftratagem, by which fuccefs 
might be hoped. Shere, for this purpofe, fent a meflage to Raja 
Berkis, who was in poffeffion of this impregnable fbrtrefs, and 
told him, " That as he himfelf was going to attempt the recovery 
of Bengal, he hoped, from their former friendfhip, that he would 
permit him to fend his family and treafure into the place, with a 
Jfew attendants." Berkis at firft rejected this requeft, but Shere 
fent an artful embaflador to him, a fecond time, with fome hand- 
fome prefents, acquainting him, " That it was only for his women 
and treafure he requefted his princely prote&ion : That fliould he 
be fortunate eilough to conquer Bengal, he would make proper 
acknowledgements for the favor on his return ; but if he fliould 
lofe his life in the conteft, he rather chofe that his family and 
wealth fhould fall into the hands of Berkis, than into thofe of the 
Moguls, his inveterate enemies." Berkis, fufFering himfelf to be 
deluded by his avarice, determined, when once in poflefEon of 
the treafure, to keep it, and therefore confented to Shere's requefh 
The Afghan having provided covered chairs *, filled them all, ex- 
cept two or three, which were to go firft, with armed men and 
arms. He, at the fame time, filled five hundred money bags 
with leaden bullets, and appointed fome of his beft foldiers to cany 
them, in the difguife of flaves, with fticks in their hands, who 
were deftined in appearance to help to carry the treafure up the 
mountain. The men, who carried the clofe chairs, were difguifed 
in the fame manner. This train accordingly fet out, and the firft 
and fecond chair being examined at the gate, were found to eon- 
tain only old women, fo further examination was negle&ed. The 
raja was, in the mean time, bufy in counting the bags, which 
he now reckoned part of his own fortune. When the chairs had 



* The fame with our fedan chairs. 



reached 
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reached the houfe which the raja had appoiftted, the wolves A..D. 154a. 
rufhed but among the fheep, and bfegun to dye the fold with g * 94 * 
their blood. The porters ufed their ftaves, tilt they fupplied 
themfehres with arms from the chairs. They eafily mattered the 
garrifon, who were off their guard, and admitted Shere, who 
was encamped at a fmall diftance. Berkis himfelf, with a few 
followers, found means' to efcape into the woods, by a private 
paflage behind the fort.. 

Thus fell one of the moff impregnable fortreffes in the world* 
intothe hands of Shere, together with much treafure, which had 
been accumulating there for ages. The merit of the invention of 
this ftratagem is not due to Shere. The fort of Afere, in the De- 
can* was, long before, taken in the fame manner by Nafir Faroki, 
the imperial governor of Chandez; 

< Rhotas is built upon the IeveF top of a mountain ; the only en- Defcripdakr. 
trance to it is- a very narrow road, through a fteep afcent of two 
miles, from the foot of the hill to the gates, which are three irt 
number, one above another, defended by guns and rolling-ftones. 
The fquare contents of the fortified table land, on the top of the 
mountain, is more than ten miles. In this fpace are contained 
towns, villages, and corn fields, and water is found a few feet 
from the furface. Chi one fide runs the rivet Sone, tinder an im- 
menfe precipice, and another river, in the fame manner, pafTe? 
clofe to the other fide, and both meeting a little below, form the 
hill into a triangular peninfula. There is a very deep valley on 
the third fide, full of impervious woods, which fpread all over the 
mountains, and render accefs that way next- to impoflible. 

Shere had now a fecure retreat for his family, and his friends sh&c 
began, to acquire frefh fpirits by this piece of fuccefs. Humaioon, 
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in the mean time, fpent three months in luxurious pleafures, in 
Gour, the capital of Bengal. He there received advices that hi* 
brother prince Hindal, had revolted in his governments of Agra 
and Mewat ; that he had put to death Shech Phoul, the only man 
of confequence, who would not break his allegiance to the em- 
peror, and coined money in his own name. Humaioon there- 
fore left Kulli, with five thoufand horfe, in Gour, and returned 
towards Agra. 



Overthrows 
Humaioon. 



By the exceffive rains and bad roads, the king's cavalry and 
bea/ls of burthen perifhed in great numbers, on his march, through 
fatigue and want of forage. Shere, who had now raifed a nume- 
rous army, entrenched himfclf on the banks of the Jofla, in,% 
place by which the king muft of neceffity pafs, and, by treachery, 
defeated him with great {laughter, in the manner which we have al- 
ready related. Shere did not immediately pufh forward to the capi- 
tal, Anxious to Jpave no enemy behind him, he returned to Bengal, 
engaged Kulli in feveral battles, defeated him, and, at length, 
cut him and his army to pieces. 



Aflumes the 
imperial title* 



Shere, immediately after the redudHon of Bengal, affumed the 
imperial title of Shaw, (truck the coin, and read the chutba, ia 
his own name. He marched, the next year, with a great army, 
towards Agra. The unfortunate Humakxm was, by this time, 
deferred by his brother the prince Camiran, and hated by his Mo- 
gul omrahs, on account of his attention 'to his Turkuman mem 
cenaries. He, however, crofled the river with one hundred thou- 
fand horfe, and met Shere, who had but fifty thoufand. Shere, 
as we have already mentioned, defeated Humakxm, and purfued 
him to Agra, Lahore, and Chofhab j from which place the king 
retreated towards the Indus. 



Ifmaiel, 
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Hmaiel, Ghazi, Fatti, and Billoca Duda, all governors of various A. p. 1541. 
provinces in that country, acknowledged the title of Shere. In his s * 949# 
progrefs, obferving a hill, among the mountains of Balnat, proper 
for a fortrefs, he ordered one to be built, which he named Rhotas. 
Chawafs Chan, his faithful fervant, to whofe bravery and condud 
he owned himfelf greatly indebted for his fortune, was now 
made captain general, with a penfion of a tenth of the royal re- 
venue. 

Having left the captain general, and Hybut Neazi, with a Rfduces the* 

fuba of Ben*" 

great army, in the north weft, the emperor Shere returned to- gak 
wards Agra. He was in that city informed, that Chizer, whom 
he had left in the government of Bengal, had married die daughter 
of Mahmood, the former King of that province, and held the 
ftate of a fovereign prince. Having experienced, in his own 
fortune, the danger of permitting fuch behavior to go unpunifhed, 
he marched immediately to Bengal. Chizer being unexpe&edly 
furprized, fubmitted without trouble, and was imprifoned. Shere 
very prudently divided the kingdom of Bengal among a number 
of chiefs* independent of one another, and appointed Kafi Fazi- 
lit, a native of Kurrah, famous for his learning and policy, to* 
faperintend the whole. He himfelf, after thefe tranfa&ions, re- 
tired to Agra. 

In the year nine hundred and forty nine, Sh&re made a motion: Reduces Ma- 
towards Malava. Having advanced as far as Gualier, Suja the va " 
Afghan, who had before invefted the place, on the part of Shere* 
tfpund means to- fettle matters with Abul Cafim, governor of Gu*~ 
Eer for Humaioon, and he delivered up that ftrong fortrefs into 
his hands. Shere having entered Mala va, Mullu the Mogul, gover- 
nor of that province, fubmitted without a blow,. Being, however, a 

few 
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A.D. 1543. 
Hig. 950. 



Tikes Rin- 
timpore. 



He marches 
<againlt Raja 
Paran, for 
Jceeping two 
-thoufand 
concubines. 



few days after, alarmed by fomething, he fled from the king's 
camp, and Hadjee Chan was appointed to that government ; Suja, 
had alfo a jagier conferred upon him in that country. Shere having 
marched from thence to Rintimpore, Mullu fell upon the governor 
of Malava, and upon Suja, but he was defeated, Suja having ac- 
quired all the honor of the victory, Hadjee was fuperfeded and re- 
called, and the government conferred upon Suja. 

Shere arriving before Rintimpore, had the addrefs to get poffef- 
fion of that important fortrefs, from the governor, on the part of 
the pretended emperor Mahmood, who had ftill kept it. The 
emperor, after taking Rintimpore, returned to Agra. He re-^ 
mained in that city a whole year, fettling the internal police of the 
empire, and regulating his army. He, in the mean time, ordered 
Hybut to wreft Moultan from the tribe of the Bellochies. This 
Hybut foon effected by defeating Fatti Bellochi, and entirely fub- 
duing that country. He had, on account of this exploit, the title 
of Azim Humaioon conferred upon him. 

In the year nine hundred and fifty, Paran Mull, the fon of 
Sucdeo Parbia, having reduced fome neighbouring diftri&s, kept 
no lefs than two thoufand concubines and dancing girls in his 
haram. The king, refenting this incroachment upon the privi- 
leges of royalty, marched and invefted him in the fort of Rafein. 
The fiege being protracted for a long time, Paran began to treat 
about a capitulation. This was granted to him upon the honorable 
terms of marching out, with all his arms, treafure, family, garri- 
ibn, and efPe&s. Paran accordingly inarched out* 'with four thou- 
fand rajaputs, and, trufting to tlie faith which had' been pledged; 
encamped at a fmall diftance. But Shere, who never kept the 
faith of treaties, was eafily perfuaded, by his bafe minifters, parti- 

' cularly 
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tulrly l>y Amir Ruffi a Perfian, infattloufly to violate his honor! A. p. 1543. 

He furrounded the rajaputs, and ordered them all to be mafla- 

icred. He, however, paid very dear for this horrid piece of cruelty 

and treachery. The rajaputs, placing death In one eye and revenge 

in the other, fought till every man of them was laid dead on the 

plain, arid above double their number of the aflaffins. 

Shere, iafter this infamous tranfa&ion, returned to Agra. Hav- Hemaiche* 

. . towards Mar* 

ing remained there a few months, to refrefh and recruit his army, war, 
he marched towards Marwar. During his march he intrenched 
himfelf every night, as well for fecurity, as to exercife his troops, 
and to make them expert in this neceflary fervice. When he came 
to crofs the fands, he formed redoubts all-round him with gabions. 
In this manner he entered the country of the raja of Nagor and 
Todnoor, whofe name was Maldeo, and efteemed the moft pow- 
erful Hindoo prince in India. He oppofed the king, with fifty 
thoufand rajaputs, and both armies lay thirty days in fight of one 
another. Shere would now have been glad to retreat quietly. But 
the danger was too great, at the fame time the enemy was fo ad- 
vantageoufly pofted as to render an attack too hazardous. In the 
midft of this alarming fituation, a fuccefsful ftratagem fuggefted 
itlelf to the king. Maldeo having conquered that country, to 
which he had no right by inheritance, Sheje forged a letter, in 
the Hindoo language and chara&er, in the name of the raja's ge- 
nerals, addrefled to himfelf, fetting forth, " That, being con- 
quered by the raja, they had, through neceffity, ferved him till 
then with fidelity ; but that they were, in fecret, vef y : weary of 
his yoke. That if Shere would, therefore, reinftate them in their . 
former pofleffions, they were willing to make him a due acknow- 
ledgement for the favor." On this letter Shere fuperfcribed, as 
ufual, in Perfian, that they fhould fear nothing, defiring them to 
Vol, IL A a perfeverc 
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A. p. 1544. pcrfcvere in their intentions, and that they might reft allured, that 
Hig. 951. ^ . / o 

he would comply with their demand. 

Gallant pro- This letter was purpofely thrown into the way of Maldeo, who* 
japutomrah. feeipg always in dread of his chiefs, was eafily deceived He there* 
fore declined the battle, which he intended to give that day. He 
was even more and more confirmed in his unjuft fufpicion, by the 
eagernefa which they exprefied to engage. Upon the fourth day 
^e ordered a retreat j but Cunia, one of his principal omrahs, 
having found out in what manner Maldeo had been deceived by 
thefe forgeries, endeavoured to perfiiade him of his miftake. Hav- 
ing found that the raja's fufpicions could not be removed, he told 
him, That the fufpe&ed treachery was unprecedented among true 
Raj^puts, $nd that he was determined to wipe off the ftain which) 
Maldeo had throjvn upoa their reputation, with his own blood, or 
thp coftqueft of Shere* with his own tribe* 

With his own Maldeo continued to retreat, but the gallant Cunia, with a few 
tacks Shere. other chiefs, and ten or twelve thoufand men feparated themfelve® 
from their prince and turned back, with an intent to furprize ShereV 
camp- They, however* by fome miftake, loft their way, and it 
was fair day light before they faw the enemy. Shere immediately 
fwn*ed>. a n d came out ^gainft them. Though the king's army, by 
the fmallcft computation, confifted of eighty thoufand fighting- 
men, tftia handful of brave Rajaputa repulfed them repeatedly, and 
would have certainly defeated them, if Jellal Selwani had not at 
that inftaat arrived with a frefli reinforcementi to join the imperial 
army* Shere failing -upon the Rajaputs with renewed vigor, broke 
them ; and the brave Cunia, with almoft his whole army, were 
cut tp pieces^ 

Shere 
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Shere, finding himfelf in poffeffion of a vi&ory of which he 
liad at one time defpaired, exclaimed, " That, for a handful of 
" barley, he had almoft given the Empire of India to the wind." 
This grain, it feems, was all the fcanty produce of that fandy 
country, for which the inhabitants fought with fo much obftinacy. 
Maldeo having heard of this a&ion, and the lofs of fo many brave 
men, fell into deep affii&ion ; and being, for his pufillanimity, 
deferted by the greateft part of his army, he retreated among the 
mountains, of Sodpoor. 



A. D. 1545. 
¥Ogi 95*. 

RefrfarkaWe 
faying of 
Shere. 



Shere, after this bloody victory, turned his army towards the Shore take* 
fort of Chitor, which was furrendered to him by capitulation. He l r ' 
then directed his march to Rintimpore, and gave that country in 
jagier to his fon Adil Chan, who fixed his relidence there. The 
King, in perfon, moved towards Callingfer, which is efteemed one 
of the ftrongeft forts in Hindoftan. The Indian prince of Callin- 
ger, on account of the king's treacherous behavior to Paran Mull,, 
would make no fubmiflion, but prepared himfelf for hoftilities. 
Shere, having drawn a line of circumvallation, begun to carry on 
his approaches to the place ; he raifed mounds of earth for his ar- 
tillery, and funk mines under the rock. The royal batteries were 
now advanced very near the walls, breaches were made, and a 
general affault ordered, when a live fhell, which had been thrown 
againft the fort by the imperialifts, rebounded back into the battery 
in which -the king flood. The (hell burft in the midft of a quantity 
of powder, which had not been properly fecured. Several gun- 
ners were blown up; the king, and many of his omrahs, were Burnt by the 
burnt in fo terrible a manner, that they were carried for dead to f°powdcr. P 
their tents. 



In this dreadful condition the king began to breathe, in great Dies, 
agonies ; he, however, encouraged the continuance of the attack, 

A a 2 and 



i8q THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN. 

A. p. 1545. and gave orders, till in the evening news was brought him of the* 
•* 952# reduction of the place. He then cried out, " Thanks to the AP 
" mighty God," and expired. The death of Shere happened on 
the twelfth of the firft Ribbi, in the year nine Ktindred and fifty 
two.. He fpent fifteen years in a military life before he mounted' 
the throne ; and he fat upon the mufnud five years, as emperor: 
of Hindoftan. . 



His ctarac- The character of Shere is almofl equally divided between 

virtue and vice. Public juftice prevailed in the. kingdom, while- 
private a£ta of treachery difhonoured the hands, of the king. He 
feemed to have made breach of faith a royar property, which he 
would by no means permit his fubje&s to fhare with him. We 
ought, perhaps, to afcribe this vice to the ambition of Shere. Had 
Ke been born to the throne, he might have been juft, as he was- 
valiant and politic in war : Had he confined his mind to his eftate,. 
he might merit the chara&er of a virtuous chief; but his great* 
foul made him lool? up to the empire, and he cared not by what, 
fteps he was to afcend. 



cence. 



Hlsmagnifi- Shere left many monuments of his- magnificence behind him ^ 
From Bengal and Sennargaum, to that branch of the Indus, 
called the Nilab, which is fifteen hundred crores *, he built cara- 
vanferais at every ftage, and dug a well at the end of every crore- 
Befides, he raifed many magnificent mofques for the worftup of 
God on the highway, wherein he appointed readers of the Koran 
and Priefts. He ordered that at every ftage, all travellers, with- 
out diftin&ion of country or religion, fhould be entertained, ac- 
cording to their quality, at the public expence. He, at the fame 
time, planted rows of fruit trees along the roads, to preferve 

* About three thoufand oLour miles. 

travellers; 
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travellers from the fcorching heat of the fun, as well as to gratify A - P* f 54S» 
their tafte. Horfe-pofts were placed at proper diftances, for for- 
warding quick intelligence to government, and for the advantage 
of trade and correfpondence. This eftablifhment was new in India. 
Such was the public fecurity during his reign, that travellers and 
merchants, throwing down their goods, went without fear to fleeg 
on the highway. • 

It is faid that Shere being told that his beard grew white, replied; His atteimo* 
It was true, that he ha^ obtained the empire towards the evening* t0 bufincfn 
He divided his time into four equal parts : One he appropriated to 
the diftribution of public juftice, one to the regulations of his 
army, one to worfhip, and the remainder to reft and recreation; 
He was buried at Seflaram, his original eftate, in a magnificent 
fepulchre which he had built, in the middle of a great refervoir of 
water *. 

Tamafp ftill fat oir the throne of Perfla, and reigned in peace, State of Afia. . 
during the ufurpation of Shere in Hindoftan- 

* This fine monument of the magnificence of Shere ftill remains entire. The 
artificial lake, which furrounds it,. is not much lefs than a mile in length. 
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XT THEN Shere became numbered with the dead* bis eldeft 



A. D. 1545. 
Hig. 952. 

Tellal mounts *° n > Ad*k whom he had appointed his fucceflbr, was at 

the throne by Rintimpore, and his younger fon, Jellal, in the village of Rewia, 

the n<une of* 

Selim. near Pheta. The omrahs, who favored Jellal more than his brother, 

then at fo gseat a diftanc^ pretended the neceffifcy of filling the 
throne as fopn as poflible. They* for thaffpurpofe, difpatched ex^ 
preffes to Jellal,. who arrived in- five days in the camp. Jfeilal, by 
the influence of Ifah Chan, and. his party, mounted the throne, in 
the fortrefe o£ Callinger,. upon the feventeent&of the firft Ribbi, ia 
the year nine hundred and fifty two, and aflumed the title of Iflam 
Shaw, which,, by falfe pronunciation, was turned to that of Selim f 
by which name he is more generally known. Sclim, . having 
taken upon him the imperial dignity, wrote to his elder brother, 
in.tJiqfoUorang^wo»fci: " Adil being at fo great -a diftaace* and I 
" fo near, to prevent difturbance,. I took upon me the command 
" of the army till his return. But my intentions are only to for- 
" ward my brother's intereft, and to fupport his authority/ 1 
Jellal, after writing this letter, marched from Callinger towards 
Agra, and at Kurrah was met by Chawafs, captain general of his 
father's forces, who renewed the ceremonies of royalty, and 
placed Sclim a fecond time on the throne, holding a magnificent 
feftival upon that occafion. From Kurrah, Selim wrote another 
letter to his brother, begging in the moft affe&ionate terms, that 
he would come and fee him. 

His elder Adil wrote to the chiefs in the court of Selim, particularly to 

Ss about Cuttub, Ifah, Chawafs, and Jellal Selwani, to know to what pur- 
thefucceffion. p f e h e was invited, and what he was to hope from them. He, 

3 at 
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at the fame time, returned to his brother for ahfwer, " That, if he A - D - 1 54$- 

Hig. 952. 
u would fend thefe four chiefs to him, with proper affurances, he 

w would come/' Selim fent accordingly the four omrahs to Adil, 
to aflu^e him, in the molt folemn manner, that he would permit 
him, if he pleafed, to depart after the firft interview : But that* 
as the omrahs had invefted him with the imperial power, he could 
not be fo ungrateful as to defert them. However, to make fome 
compenfation to Adil, for the empire, he was determined to give 
him his choice of any of the provinces in free jagier. Adil> 
upon thefe affurances, proceeded to Agra. When he had reached 
the village of Sikri*, Selim was out on a hunting party, near 
that place, and appointed carpets to be fpread for their inter- 
view. Here the brothers diflembled the greateft affe&ion for one 
another, and after fome difcourfe fet out for Agra. Selim, who 
wanted to feize his brother, gave private orders, that only a few 
of his retinue fhould be admitted into the citadel ; but Adil had 
alfo given orders to his people to prefs in, at all hazards, which 
they accordingly did, in fpite of every oppofition. 

Selim fa\V, that, without running a great rifque, nothing could ?«*&£&>*» 
be effe&ed againft his brother, who was fo much upon his guard. 
He, therefore, had recourfe to flattery and diflimulation. He 
even proceeded fo far, as to lay hold of' Adil Y hand* to place him 
upon the throne. Adil, who was naturally a timorous and in- 
dolent man, rejedted this propofal, knowing how little he had to* 
truft from the omrahs, and a deceitful, ambitious brother. Selim 
was well aware of all this before he made this extraordinary offeiV 

Juft as Selim expe&ed, fo it fell out ; Adil* intimidated by the AdiT makes m 
difturbance which had been made at the gate> made a voluntary nation of th* 



empire- 



5 Now Fadepoor* 

refignatioa 
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j^D. 1545. refignation of his birthright, and placing Selim on the throne, fa- 
luted him emperor. This was inftantly followed by all the court, 
who were waiting with impatience the iflue of this extraordinary 
farce. They immediately advanced to the throne in fucceffion, 
and, according to their rank, prefented their nazirs *, while others 
exhibited the ceremony of the ifar f> crying out aloud, " We offer 
" our lives and fortunes to the king." The ceremonies being 
ended, Cuttub, and the other omrahs, who had pafled their words 
to Adil, . requefted* that, as lie had pitched upon Biana for his 
eftate, he, according to promife, ihould be regularly inverted with 
that province, and permitted to depart. Selim confented, and all 
matters being fettled, he gave Adil leave to quit Agra, accompa- 
nied by Ifah and Chawafs, 

Chawafs kin- But after two months, Selim gave to Ghazi Mahli, one of his 
lion in'favo; eunuchs, a .pair of golden fetters, to go and bring Adil prifoner to 
vofAdil. court. Adil, having timeous intelligence of this defign againft 

him, let out for Mewat, where the captain general then refided. 
He acquainted that omrah, with tears, of his brother's bafenefs. 
Ghawafs, whofe honor was concerned in this affair, was rouzed 
with compaflion for the unfortunate prince. He feized upon - 
Ghazi Mahli, placed his fetters upon his own legs, and exalted 
the fpear of rebellion againft Selim. 

The intereft of Chawafs was great among the omrahs. He 
wrote to them private letters, and brought many over to his party. 
A great army was foon raifed, and Chawafs, with Adil and Ifah, 

* Offerings made upon public occafions to the emperor. 

t Ifar^ or Tefliduck, is a ceremony ufed upon the acceffion of a prince to the 
•throne ; the omrahs running three times round the king, waving an offering of mo- 
ney, in a charger, three times over the monarch's head. This money is afterwaids 
delivered over to the royal almoner, to he diftributed in charity, as indeed are all 

offerings made to jhe emperor, 

marched 
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marched towards Agra, He, upon his way, aeceived letters from A. p. 1545. 
Cuttub and Jellal, who thought themfelves difhonored by the *-.W a# 
king's behavior towards his brother, afluring him of their affi£- 
tance. 

When the confederate chiefs arrived before Agra, Selim, at the Selim in great 

. perplcxjty. 

unexpected vifit, was thrown into the utmoft perplexity. He 
called Cuttub and Jellal to his prefence, and reproached them for 
not difluading him from that impolitic ftep which had drawn upon 
him fuch dangerous confequences. Cuttub replied, " That the 
bufinefs was not yet irremediable ; that he would undertake to 
fettle every thing in an amicable manner." Selim not fufpe&ing 
the fidelity of the two omrahs, immediately defired that they fliould 
go to Adil, and compromife affairs. When they were gone, Se- 
lim difcovered to his friends his intentions of flying to Chinar, 
where the treafure was lodged, and there to raife an army to re- 
duce his brother, whom he was not at prefent in a condition to 
oppofe. Ifah Hujab diffuaded him from this refolution. He told 
him, " That he had with him ten thoufand Chermalli Patans, who 
had ferved under him before he afcended the throne, whom he could 
not fufpe& of difaffe&ion, befides many other faithful fervants* 
That therefore, it was the height of folly, to truft the empire, 
which God had given him, to the future caprice of fortune, when 
he had it in his power to defend it inftantly in the field. Do not, 
faid Ifah, throw away the friends whom you have acquired in your 
profperity, with a vain hope to pick up others in the feafon of 
diftrefs. The wifeft courfe for you, continued the omrah, is to 
appear at the head of your troops, and to fix the foot of refolution 
on the field of war. This will fecure your wavering troops, and 
intimidate the enemy." 

Selim, encouraged by this bold advice, refolved to ftand his ft v ? th *** 

• rr r^ i his brother* 

ground* He immediately difpatched a meffage to Cuttub, and 
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A. D. 154J. the other omrahs, who had not yet (et out, to accommodate matters 
Hig. 952. 

with Adil, and commanded them to his prefence. He told them, 

That having altered his mmd, he was refolved not to truft his 

faithful omrahs in the hands of his enemies. He forthwith ordered 

his troops to their arms, marched out of the city, and formed his= 

army on the plain. The omrahs, who had promifed to favor tha 

prince Adil, feeing their king in the field, afhamed to betray him, 

were neceffitated to fight, which greatly difconcerted Chawafs, who* 

every minute, expe&ed they would join him. He, however*. 

fought with great bravery, but he was overthrown. 

Adil <iHap- Adil', after this^ unfortunate battle, fled towards Patna, but' he 

fbon difappeared, and was never heard of afterwards. Chawafs 
and Ifah, fled to Mewat. Selim fent an army in purfuit of thofe 
omrahs, but they came off victorious, atFirofpoor. The hrtperiil 
army being fbon after reinforced, the rebel chiefs were obliged to 
retreat among the mountains of Cumaoon.. Selim fent Ciittob in 
purfuit of them, and he plundered all the countries lying about 
the fkirts of the hills, without effe&ing any thing againft them.. 
Selim, after thefe tranfa&ions, marched to Chinar. On the way, 
he was informed of the treafonable correfpondence of Jellal with 
the prince Adil, before the late decifive battle, and ordered him to 
be, put to death, together with his brother, who was concerned in 
the conspiracy. The king having arrived at Chinar, he took out 
of that fortrefs alt the treafure, lent it to Gualier, and returned* 
himfelf to Agra.. Ciittub, finding that Selim was no'ftranger to 
the part which he had atfted in "the late difturbances, was afraid to 
return to court. He fled, therefore, to Hybut governor of Lahore, 
known by the title of Azim Humaioon, and claimed his prote&ion. 
The emperor difpatched orders to Lahore, to fend Cuttub to Agra, 
with which Azim Humaioon complied. The unfortunate Cuttub, 
upon his arrival* was fent prifoqpr to Gualier* with: many other fuf- 

. peded 
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pe^dlperfoa&r, pa^jk^lfudy Shgbftg If^haRi, tl>e l^iftg-s br^fegf-Hi?, , A *$**5«< 
law* whofe eyes w,er.e put out. The governor <?f Lahore and Suja, 
who ruled oyer the province of Malava, were, much about this 
tkne,. called to Qpurf. The firft excufed himfelf, and the latter,, 
obeying the' fummons, had the addrefs to. clear himfett of what • 
he was accufed, and fo was reinftated in his government. 

The king* after thefptranfaftiona, moved towards Rhotas, to Rebeljkrt^ . 

, quafhed. 

bring the tteai&fe,< which his father had depofited ia that place, to 
Agnu Seid, the brother of Humaioori, governor of Lahore, de- 
ftrted him on the way, and fled to Lahore. The king, from this 
circumftance, concluded that a rebellion was in agitation, which 
cteteriTMned him to* retjurn immediately to Agra. He foon affem- 
bJed his forces from all quarters, and marched to Delhi, where he 
ordered the new city which the emperor Humaioon had built, to 
be walled in with ftone. At Delhi, Suja joined him with the 
army from Malava. The king remained only a few days in Delhi 
ta regulate his army, and then took the rout of Lahore. Azim 
Humaioon, Chawafs, and other difaffe&ed chiefs, with double the 
king's forces, came out before him at Ambatta. Selim arriving 
within fight of the rebels, difmounted, and, with a few friends, 
afcended a rifing ground for the purpofe of reconnoitring ; when he . 
had for fomc time viewed their difpofition, he faid : " It is not con-* 
fiftent with my honor to have any patience with a rebellious army," 
and, at thefe words, he ordered his line to be formed, and to advance 
againft them. It happened very fortunately for the affairs of Selim, 
that, upon the preceding night, there had arifen a difpute among 
the rebel generals, about the fucceflion to the throne. Chawafs ftill 
a friend to the family of his patron Shere, infifted that fearch fliould 
be made for prince Adil, and Azim Humaioon ftrenuoufly affirmed, 
" That the empire was no man's inheritance, but fhould always 
follow the fortune of the fworjl." This plainly pointed out his 
• B b 2 own 
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A. p. 1548, own views. On this head, animofity and fa&ion arofe, fo that as 
Hig. 955. 7 J • 

foon as the rebels had formed the line, Chawafs retreated, with 

^ali his troops, without ftriking a blow. This circumftance fo 

much difcouraged the remaining part of the rebels, that their xe- 

fiftance was faint, and an unexpected vidtory fell to Selinu 

An attempt But, in the midft of this tide of good fortune, the emperor nar- 
otScUm. rowly efcaped with his life, from a daring attempt of Seid, the 
brother of Azim Humaioon. This gallant chief, with ten of his 
friends in armor, mixed, without difcovery, with the king's troops, 
and advanced towards him, as if they were about to congratulate 
him upon his victory. An elephant-driver, who flood near the 
king, obferved and knew Seid, and (truck him with his fpeart 
Yet, in fpite of all the guards, and the army which flood round, 
Seid and his party cut their way through, fword in hand, and efcaped. 
The rebels, who called themfelves the Neazies, being moftly of 
that family, retreated, after this defeat, to Dincot, near Hop, inu 
the mountains, Selim purfuing them as far as the new fort of Rho- 
tas, which his father had built- He, from thence, detached 
Chaja Serwani, with a ftrong force after them, and returned him- 
felf to Agra, and from thence foon after proceeded to Gualien 
Suja, governor of Malava, going one day up to the fort before. 
the king, one Ofman, a perfon whom Suja had deprived of his 
right hand fome time before,, had concealed himfelf by the fide of 
the road, with a defperate intention to be revenged upon that om-. 
rah. The aflaflin rufhed out upon Suja, and inflidted a wound, 
with his dagger. Suja, without enquiring info the matter, ima- 
gined that the whole was done by the inftigatioa of the king, and 
therefore fled, with great precipitation* and made his way towards 
Malava, with all his forces. The king purfued him as far as 
Mundu, but hearing that he had fled to Banfwalla,. he returned, 
leaving his own coufin, with twenty thoufaud horfe,at Ugein, to. 

abler va- 
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obferve his motions. This happened in the year nine hundred A * P- »54*« 
and fifty four. 

Chaja Serwani having, been fome time before left to carry on the Chaja defeat- 
war againft the Neazi rebels, engaged them near Dincot, and was Neazi rebels., 
defeated by Azim Humaioon, who purfued him as far as Sirhind. 
Selim hearing of this defeat, aflembled a great army, and dis- 
patched it, under proper generals, againft the rebels. Azim Hu- 
maioon was obliged to retreat in his turn to Dincot. The : rebels 
turned upon the imperial army at Sinxbollo, but were overthrowiv 
with great flaughter. Azim Humaioon's mother, and all his fa- 
mily, were taken prifoners. The Neazi rebels, after this defeats 
threw themfelves under the protection of ^fre Gickers among the 
mountains bordering on Cafhmire. Selim > finding that he. could 
never have reft in peace without efFe&ually quafhing this rebellion,, 
marched in perfon towards ther Indus, and, for the Ipace of two* , 
years, carried: on a: war witk the Gickers who. fupported, the: 
Neazies. 

In this expedition a perfon concealed himfelf in the narrow Ah attempt 
path, by which the emperor one day afcended the mountain of 3fe. n 
IWannicoti and rufhed upon him with a drawn fword. Selim, 
having time to draw, faved himfelf, and killed the aflaflin, and 
perceived that his (word was one that he himfelf had' formerly 
prefented to Eckbal Chan.. The Gickers being driven from one' 
place to another, without being in a condition to face the emperor,. 
Azim Humaioon j^with his followers, went into the kingdom of 
Cafhmire j but the prince of that country, feaTing SeJimVrefent- 
.ment, oppofed the rebels, and, having defeated them, fent the 
heads of Azim Humaioon, his brother Seid, and Shabafs to the 
king. Selim being now fecured againft further difturbance from 
that, quarter, returned, to Delhi.. The prince Camiran, much\ 
+ about i: 
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Selim 
inarches 
.again ft Hu- 
xnaioon. 



about this time, flying frdm his brotHer'the emperor. Humaiooni- 
who was now on his way from Perfia, took prote&ion under .1 
Selim. But he was very ill received by that prince, and he 
therefore fled to flie mountains of SeWalic,, among thtf €ricker$v 

Selim, after returning from his expedition^ had only- remained 
a few days at Delhi, when he received advices, that tli£ emperor 
JiutAaioon had reached" that branch of the Indu§ which is diflin- 
giiifiiedv by then&rfife of the Nil&b* or the blu$ rivfer. The kiag 
was at that inftant drawing blood by cupping;, he immediately: 
lWted up, iflued orders to march, and he himfelf encamped, that 
evening, fix miles without' the city. He therte waited for his ar- 
tftlfery, which: was drajped by men* till the bullocks,, which were^ 
gjrarifcgiathe country, could be brought together. The artillery 
being, very heavy, each gun was drawn by one or two thou&nd- 
mert; yet, hi this manner, he mat ched, with grfeat ^xpeditiooj 
towards Lahwfe. But* in the meantime, Humaioon retreated, aa 
we fhall have occ.afion to mention in the fequel. Selim returned 
to Delhi, and from thence proceeded to Gualier,' where he took up 
h&*eftdenc*. 



A plot 
againft Se- 
lim's life. 



Chawafs af- 
iaiTinateJ, 



Selkn tiking, one day, the diverfion of the chace, pear Atri, a 
bo<Ay of banditti, who! had been fct qn by fome of the king\ 
crtemies* Iky in ambufb* to take his life. But he perceived them 
time enough to fcvoid the fnare.. When they were feized and ex- 
amined, they impeached many chiefs who were immediately exe- 
cuted, after which the king became, extremely (jdpicious, and pi^t 
numbers to death upon fmall prefuntptions. 

Chawafs, the captain general o£ the armies of Shere, of whom 

frequent mention has already been made, a man juflly renowned 

for perfonal courage, ftridjt honor* great, abilities in war, and ex- 

tenuve generofity, being long driven about ^om place to* place, 

3 came 
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«me to TajbRirtani, who had owed ids preferment to him^aad ^p , - I5 | I ~ 

^wa^now-govennedhySirabol.. The ungrateful villain, in.viotelion 

-ef his oatfc, *nd* the laws ofhofpitaility, to. ingratiate hipofeifi with 

Selim, bafely aflaffinated Chawafs. His body being carrfdd to 

Delhi, was there interred. His tomb is frequented by the devout 

t tovthis day, ibey-^niiEttbering: himiamong Jt&e faints* 

Not long.after this bafe aflaflination, in . whjdrSeiim was con- Selim dies*.. 
eerned, he wasfeized with a fiftulain ano, by which, in the year 
ainerhundred and fixty, he bled to death, having reigned nine 
. years, in, the faiae year* Mahmood the Patau King of Guzerat, 
,<and the Nizam of the Decan, who- was of the fame -nation died. 
,:Selim poffefTed not the abilities, of his fifther, and confequeritly His chanted 
carried neither his virtues nor his vices to fuoh extremes. He, in 
fpme meafure, fuited the times in which he lived ; and was rather 
. a;neceflary than a good prince.*" A man of an upright mind might 
h&ye ftaggered in the ftream of corruption, which then prevailed, 
but Selim flood firm, by ftieeting the world in its $wn way. He 
. poffefled perfonal bravery, and was not unfkilful in the field of 
• war. LUce Shere, he was magnificent, and fhidied the conve- 
nience of travellers. From Bengal to the Indus, he built an inter- 
mediate ferai, between each of thofe which his father had ere&ed ; 
all who patffed along the great road being entertained at the public 
expence. .• 



ter. 



In the reign; of Sfiftm, Shech- Alter, a philofopher of Biana^ 
made a great noife in the world, by introducing a new fyftem of 
religion. He called himfelf Emam Mendi, who is believed by 
fome to be the laft of the prophets, and will conquer the world. 
The impoftor having raifed great difturbances in the empire, con- 
verted fome thoufands by force and perfuafion. After being twice 
banifhed by Selim, he returned, and kindled, frelh troubles, and: 

was,, 
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was, in the year nine hundred and fifty five, fcourged to death 
at Agra, by order of the king. He remained firm to his do&rine 
in the agonies of death ; but his religion was not long maintain- 
ed by his difciples. 



Ferofe When Selim travelled the road of mortality, his fon, Ferofe, 

amounts the . ' 

throne. was, at twelve years of age, raifed to the throne, by the chiefs 

of the tribe of Soor at Gualier. He had not reigned three days, 
when Mubarick, the fon of Nizam Soor, nephew to the late 
Emperor Shere, brother of Selim's wife, and the uncle of Ferofe, 
affaffinated the young prince. Mubarick aflumtd the title of Ma- 
hommed Adil *, to which his infamous treafon had no right, 
and ufurped the empire. He perpetrated this barbarous deed with 
his own hand, in the Mahl. The villain's own fifter, Bibi Bai, 

isbarbarouf- defended, for fome time, her fon in her arms, prefenting her 
body to the dagger. In vain did the intreat and weep : the wretch 
was hardened againft pity. He tore the young prince from her 
arms, and, in her prefence, fevered his head from his body. This 
was the return which he made to the unfortunate Bibi Bai, for 
faving his life, repeated times, when Seiim, forefeeing his villai- 
nies, would have put him to death. 

State of Afia. The ftate of Perfia fuffered no change, during the reign of 
Selim in India. Tamafp continued upon the throne. 



.* Adil fignafies the Jufi. 



r *9J i 



MAHOMMED VL 

THE infamous Mahomntai, having always given himfelf up a. lXicca^ 
to pleafure, negle&ed even the common accomplifhment ffi g-9 6 °- 
of reading and writing* He hated men of learningi and kept illiterate. 
company with illiterate fellows like himfelf, whom he raifed to 
the higheft dignities in the empire, among whom one Himu r an i 
Indian fhop-keeper, whom the Emperor Selim had raifed to be 
fufperintendant of the markets, was now entrufted with all the: 
weight of the adminiftration* 

The King, in the mean time, heedlefs of what paffed, fpenthis HisfboKfc 
time in all the luxurious debaucheries of the Haram. Having heard V xoii E^ it r^ 
much in praife of fome of the former Emperors, particularly Fe~ 
rofe, for their great generofity, he miftook prodigality for that 
virtue, and to outdo them all, opened the treafury* andlavifhed 
it on good and bad, without diftin&ion*. When he rode out* he 
ufed to head arrows with gold, which he (hot among the multi- 
tude. This foolifli extravagance foon made away with the great 
treafures of his predeceflbrs j. and all his< reward from the people . 
was the nickname of Adili ; which, in the Indian language, fig— 
jiifies literally the Blind* and metaphorically, the Foolifh. 

When Himu found himfelf ihvefted with the whofe executive* 
power of the empire, his pride and infolence, though otherwife- 
a man of good parts, exceeded all bounds. This naturally made TWomrafo. 
all the Patan chiefs his enemies. They began to confpire for his* * fconten ^ 
deftru&ion, and to revolt from his authdrlty. The King became 
more and more defpicable, every day, in* the eyes of f the people, 
while all order and government totally declined. Mafiommed* 
giving, one day, public audience, and diftributing- eftates and 
governments, among his omrahs, he ordered the province of 
Kinnogc ta be taken from Firmalli, and given to "Scrmuft Sir— 

Vq l.. HL [C c ] v hunna- 
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A. p. \pi. bunna. Secunder, the fon of Firmalli, a brave young man, being 
,g ' 9 ' prefent, faid aloud to the Bmperor, H h my fortune, then, to be 
u conferred on a feller of dogs ? " for it appears that Sermuft 
was defended of one o£ that low occupation. The elder Firmalli, 
who was alio prefent, endeavored to check tie impetuofity of His 
foa ; but he cwaly iiiflamed -hois paflion the more : He charged 
the Kiog, ia plain terma, with a bafe ctefigii to extirpate his fa- 
mily. Sermuft, who was a man of uacommon ftreogth and ftature, 
feeing this behavior to the King, md being alfo perfbnally *£- 

* fronted, fetzed Secunder by the bueaft \ Securtder drew his dagger! 

and killed him on the fjto't. He then flew at all thofe who en- 
deavored to oppofe him, killed feveral chiefs, and wounded many 
more. He then made dire£tly for the King, who leapt from the 
throne, aftd ran into the Mahl ; Secunder purfuing him, had the 
door ftruck ift l*is face* which flopped his progrefs, till Mahom- 
med drew the bolt, and fe&ired himfelf* The defperate youth, 
findhig himfelf difappoihted in his defign upon Mahommed, re-* 
folved to revenge himfelf upon his bafe minions, and rufhing back 
Into the audience chamber, dealt death to all who oppofed him. 
In the mean time, Ibrahim of the tribe of Soor, the King's coufiii 
and brother-in-law, attacked Secunder with fome of his people, 
and cut him to jpieces* Dowlat Lohani killed, at the fame time* 
the good old man, Firmalli, who could not have been blamed fof 
his fon's rafhnefs. . 

^ a J iwi ^V The unfortunate Firmalli having met Taj i Kerrani, as he was 

cowt. going that day to the prefence chamber* he afked that omrah whi- 

ther he was going ; to which the other repKed, " That affairs had 
taken fuch an extraordinary turft, at court, that he was determined 
to pufh his own fortune, and would be glad that Firmalli would 
partake it with him. 1 * Firmalli anfwered, " That he afpired to ncr 
fortune but what he poflefled by favor of the crown, for which 
he was going to pay his eompliaaeirts i " fettt fuch as we have feeii 
" Wa* 
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was his reward. Taji, as foon as he got out of the fort, took the A -. D - *ssi* 
way of Bengal, with all his dependants. Troops were difpatched 
to purfue him ; they came up with him at Chuppera Mow, about 
eighty miles from Agra, where he fought them, and made good 
his retreat to Chinar. He, in his progrefs, feized the public money* 
and other effedts belonging to the crown ; and diftributed one 
hundred elephants among his brothers, and other relations, who had 
pofleflions in the province of Bujipoor. By thfeir afliftance he raifed a 
formidable army, which obliged the King to take the field, and march 
towards Chinar. The infurgents meeting him upon the banks of the 
' Ganges, above Chinar, they were defeated and difperfed. 

The King, becoming jealous of the popularity of Ibrahim Soor, The King 
gave private orders to feite him ; but his wife, who was lifter to Ibrahim's 
the King, having heard of this defign in the Mahl, told her huf- tw^n* 
band of it. He fled from Chinar to hia father, Ghazi, governor 
of Biana, and was purfued by Ifah Neazi, who coming up with 
Kim at Calpee, an engagement enfued, in which Ifah was defeated, 
and driven back from further purfuit.. Ibrahim, foon after, raifed 
a great army, and poflefled himfelf of the city of Delhi, where 
he mounted the throne, affumed the enfigns of royalty, marched 
to Agra* and reduced the circumjacent provinces. . 

Mahommed marched from Chinar to fupprefs this ufurpation, Mahdmmed 
and* on the way, received an embafly from Ibrahim, promifing teonmfa. . 
that if he would fendHuffein, and other chififti with affurances of 
forgivenefs, he would fubm.it. The King was weak enough to com- 
ply with his requeft. The omrahs went ; and Ibrahim, by pre- 
fents, promifes, and courteous behavior, foon drew them over to 
Kis own intereft. . Mahommed, finding himfelf in no condition to 
oppofe fo ftrong a confederacy, fled towards Chinar, and contented ' 
Kimfelf with the eaftern provinces. Ibrahim immediately erected • 
the fpear of empire in the weft, by the title, of Sultan Ibrahinu. 
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A. D. 1552. TTBRAHIM had no fooner mounted the throne, than another 
A competitor competitor ftarted up in the province of the five rivers, known 
in Punjab af- by the name of Puniab. This was Ahmed, a nephew of the 

Ames the v r % . 

royal title. Emperor Shere, and alio brother-in-law to Mahommed, the expelled 
Emperor. Ahmed having attached to himfelf Hybut> and other 
chiefs raifed to the dignity of omrahs, by the late Emperor Selim* 
to his intcreft, aflumed the title of Secunder Shaw, and marching 
with ten or twelve thoufand horfe towards Agra, encamped at 
Firrah, within four miles of that city, Ibrahim, with feventy 
thoufand horfe, came out to meet him, having, in this army, two 
hundred omrahs who pitched velvet tents, and poffefled the digni- 
ties of the (pear, drum, and colours* 

Secunder, feeing this formidable army, began to repent of his 
invafion, and made overtures of peace. The only condition he 
afked, was the government of Punjab. But Ibrahim, puffed up 
with the pride of his own fuperiority, would grant him no terms* 
and therefore both armies drew up and engaged. Secunder com- 
mitted all the enfigns of royalty to one of his omrahs, and, with 
a choice body of horfe, took port among fomc trees, where he 
could not be difcovered. Ibrahim, upon the firft charge, broke 
through the army of Secunder; his troops quitted their ranks, and 
were intent upon nothing but plunder ; when Secunder, rufhing 
out upon them, ftruck a panic into the whole army ; they imme- 
diately took to flight, and were purfued by thofe whom they had 
fo eafily difcomfited before. The Emperor Ibrahim, after this 
defeat, abandoned his capital, and retreated to SimboL Secunder 
took pofleffion both of Agra and Delhi j but he had not long en- 
joyed 
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joyed his fortune, when he was obliged to march to Punjab, to a. p. 1554. 
oppofe the Mogul Emperor Humaioon ; for that monarch, having lg ' 9 z * 
returned from a long exile, was now advancing to recover his 
dominions. 

During the abfence of Secunder, the Emperor Ibrahim marched Hima over- 

. throws Ibra- 

towards Calpee ; and, at the fame time, Mahommed, the expelled him. 
Emperor, difpatched Himu, his vizier, with a formidable army, 
well appointed in cavalry, elephants, and artillery, from Chinar, 
with a view to recover his empire. Himu engaged Ibrahim at 
Calpee, and gave him a fignal defeat. Ibrahim, flying to his father 
at Biana, was purfued by Himu, who befieged him in that city, 
for three months. 



In the mean time, Mahummud of the Afghan family of Ghor, The governor 

' of Bengal 

governor of Bengal, rebelled againft Mahommed, and led an army rebels, 
againft him. This circumftance obliged that prince to recall 
. Himu from the fiege of Biana ; and the Emperor Ibrahim, em- 
boldened by the retreat of the enemy, purfued them, and coming 
up with Himu at Mindakir, near, Agra, gave him battle.; but he 
was again defeated, and obliged to fly back to his father, at Biana. 
The reftlefs fpirit of Ibrahim could not, however, be ftill : He 
marched towards Bhetah, and engaging the Indian prince of that 
country, was defeated and taken prifoner. He was.ufed with 
the utmoft refpe£t, till the Patans of Miani obtained him from 
the Raja, and appointed him their chief. Under him they 
commenced a war againft Bahadar, governor of Malava, who had 
ftflumed inclependance ; but the bad fortune of Ibrahim ftill pur r 
fued him, he was beat, and fled to Orifla. That province being 
conquered in the year nine hundred and feventy five, by Soliman 
Kerrani, one of the generals of the Mogul Emperor Akbar, the 
unfortunate Ibrahim was taken and put to death, 

3 To 
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A. D. 1554. 
062. 



•vernor of 
cngal. 



To return from this digreflion ; when Himu joined his mafter- 
Hlg ' 962 ' Mahommed at Chinar, he received advices that the Emperor Hur 
SlTfli^fdS maioon had defeated Secunder, the pretended Patan Emperor, ?mdr 
poflefled himfelf of Delhi and Agra. Himu, however, marched; 
againft the revolted governor of Bengal, who gave him the flip, t 
by crofling the hills near Rhotas, and entering the country of 
BundelcuncL He was purfued thither by Himu : The two armies ; 
came to a&ion at the village of Chircut, thirty miles from Calpee, 
and the rebel was flain. Mahommed, after this vi&ory, inftead of * 
proceeding to Agra, returned to Chinar, to affemble more troops ; 
for carrying on the war with Humaioon.. But he was foon after- 
informed of that monarch's death,; which induced him to fendl 
Himu, with fifty thoufand horfej. and five hundred elephants, . to — 
wards Agra, not daring to leave Chinar himfelf, on account of the * 
violent faflions which then fubftfted . among his. countrymen the-; 
Patans. 



Drives the 
Moguls from 
Agra, and 
from Delhi. 



Himu arriving before Agra* the Mogul "omrahs who were there, . 
being too weak to oppofehim* fled to Delhi.. He purfued them- 
thither, and Tirdi Beg, governor of Delhi, giving him battle, was 
defeated, and fled towards the Indus, leaving Himu in pofleflion > 
of both the imperial: cities of Agra and Delhi.. The Indian me- 
ditated the conqueft of Lahore ; but the celebrated Byram, of the* 
nation of the Turkumansf a man of policy in the clofet, as well, 
as abilities in the field, who had been left by the will of Humai- 
oon, guardian of his fpn Akbar, during his nonage, fent Zeman, 
a Mogul noble, with all expedition, towards Delhi. He himfelf 
followed, with the young King,. Himu marched out to meet 
Zeman, drew up on the plains of Panniput, and charging the 
Moguls with great bravery, threw them into diforder. But the 
Patans, always more mindful of. plunder, than of fecuring vic- 
tory, 
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tory, were again attacked by the Moguls, and defeated* Himu A - ?• l 5&*< 
was fiirrounded, and taken prifonef, and being carried before th6 
King, condemned to death* 

After the death of the unfortunate Himu, who had certainly The fortune 
great abilities, notwithstanding hie mean defcent, the .fortune of mcddediiier. 
his mafter Mahommed declined apace. In the mean tinie, Chizer* 
the fon of the gdvernor of Bengal, Who w$s flain in battle by 
Himu, to revenge the death of his father, raifed an army, and 
aHuming the title of Sultati Bahadar, poffeffed himfelf of a great 
part of the eaftern provinces. He led an army againft Mahom- He is defeat 
med, defeated, and flew hinii The anarchy ahd confufions in •* ** d flai * 
Hindoftan, at this period, rendered it impoflible to continue the 
diredl chain of fcur hiftory in the order of time. We therefore 
muft turh back to what we have omitted of the hiftory of Secun* 
der, who had aflumed the imperial title at Agra, ahd afterwards to a 
detail of the adventures of Humaioon, during hifc exile. 

Secunder, after having, Jtfcended the thrbne of Agis* in i&fr SectmdePa 
year nine hundred and (ixfy~two, made ,a magnificent feftrval* omrah*. 
and calling together all his chiefs, ipoke to them to this effe& : 
u I efteem myfelf as one of you, having thus far a&ed for the 
u common weak I claim no fuperiorit^. Beloli raifed the tribe 
u of Lodi to an uncommon height of glory and reputation ; Shere, 
<c by unparalleled conduit and refolution, rendered the tribe of 
k * Soor famous to all £ofterity ; and now* Humaioon, Jieir to his 
" fathers conquefts, is watching for an opportunity to deftroy us 
u all. If, therefore, you fincerely aflfeft my government, and will 
" throw afide private faftion and animofitigs, our kingdom will be 
" adorned with all the flowers of profperity. But if you fhould 
" think me incapable of that great charge, let an abler head, ana 
tt a ftronger arm, be elected from among you, that I alfo may 

i " fweaf 
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g * 9 2 ' " fupport him, and endeavor to keep the empire of India in the 

" hands of the Patans, who have ruled it for fo many ages by 

They dea " their valor." The omrahs, after hearing this fpeech, anfwered 
*' with one accord, " We unanimoufly eledt you, the nephew of our 
" Emperor Shere, for our lawful fovereign." Calling then for a. 
Coran, all fwore allegiance to Secunder, and to preferve unanimity 
among themfelves. However, m a few days, they began to difpute 
about governments, honors, and places. The flames of enmity* 
Were kindled higher than ever, and every one reproached his fel- 
low with perfidy, of which he himfelf was equally guilty. 

He is repeat- Humaioon, in the mean time, marched from Cabul and the fide 

by the Mo- of Perfia towards the Indus. Tatar, who commanded for the Pa- 

guls * tans in Punjab, fled from the new fort of Rhotaa, to Delhi, and 

the Moguls fubdued all the country as far as Lahore. Secunder* 

upon receiving thefe advices, fent forty thoufand horfe, under the. 

command of Tatar and Hybut, to expel the Moguls. But this: 

army was defeated, loft all their elephants and baggage, never 

• drawing bridle, till they arrived at Delhi. Secunder, though fen- 

fible of the difaffeftion and factious ftate of his army, marched 

with eighty thoufand horfe towards Punjab, and engaging By ram* 

the tutor of prince Akbar, near Sirhind, was defeated, and fled- 

towards; the mountains of Sewalic. The empire of India, with* 

this victory, fell again into the hands of the houfe of Baber, and* 

floiirifhed ; while, in the mean time, the infamous Mahommed* 

Adil died by the hands of his enemies, in the kingdom of Bengal.. 
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ITU MA 10 ON IN PERSIA. 



WE have already feen that the emperor Humaioon, having A#D# , 544# 
arrived at Kizvi in Perfia, difpatch^d the noble Byram Hu^oon'* 
to the Perfian monarch at Ifpahan. That omrah accordingly * rri * es ia 
waited upon Tamafp at the palace of Nilac, between the cities 
of Abher and Sultania * r and received an anfwer which tefti- 
fied the king's great defire to have an interview with Humaipon. 
The unfortunate fugitive accepted, with Joy, of the invitation, 
and in the month of the firft Jemmad, in the year nine hundred 
and fifty one, had a conference with Tamafp, the fon of Ifmael 
Suffvi, emperor of Perfia,, and was royally entertained. • 

Tamafp, one day, in converfation, afked Humaioon, By 
what means his weak enemy became fo powerful ? Humaioon re- 
plied, " By the enmity of my brothers/' The Perfian then told 
him, " The political manner of treating brothers i&nqf fuchas 
they received from you/' And being, at that time, at table, as 
foon as he was done eating, the prince Byram, his brother, who 
attended, him as a fervant, came with the bafon and ewer for 
him to wafh *f*. When this was done, Tamafp turned to Hu- 
maioon, and refuming the difcourfe, faid, "In this manner you 
ought to have treated- your brothers." Humaioon> out of com- 
pliment to the king, feemed to aflfent to what he faid ; which fa 
much offended the. prince, the king's brother, that he never af- 

• The city of Sultania is fituated in the province of Irac Agemi. It was de- 
ftroyed by Timur-bec, and has not fmce recovered it's ancient fplendor. From 
it's ruins, it appears to have been very large and magnificent. 

f To attend the fovereign in any menial office about his perfon, U the greatefc 
honor that can. be conferred upon a fubje& in the Eaft* 

C c ter 
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'ter could forgive him, while he refided at court. He took eve^- 
ry opportunity to calumniate Humaioon to the king, and was 
ever harping in his ears, how much againft the intereft of Perfia 
it was, that a prince of the line of Timur fhould fit upon the 
the throne of India. This maxim Byram took care to inculcate 
upon all who had -the king's confidence, and that circumftance 
greatly retarded the affairs of Hujnaioon, and, at length, 
wrought fo vifibly upon the king's difpofition, thajt the unfortu- 
pate mogul began to fear death pr imprifonqaent. 



The king's 
filter and 
fome omrahs 
favor the 
caufe of 
Humaioon. 



In the mean time, Sultana Begum, the king's fifter, and Je- 
han, the high chancellor, in conjunction with Hakim, one of 
the king's privy counfellors, taking compaflion upon Humaioon's 
diftrefled fituation, joined their interefts to work a reconciliatioa, 
and to reinftate him in the favor of Tamafp. The wit of the 
fultana had a great effect upon this occafion. She, one day, pro- 
duced a ftapza of verfes to the king, of her own compofition, in 
the name of Humaioon, extolling his devotion and happy turn 
of exprefiion in the praife x>f Ali. This greatly pleafed Tamafp, 
zealous for the fedt of the Shiahs, who differ from the Sinnites, 
the fedt whofe tenets Humaioon followed. TheShiahs hold Ali 
to be the only afliftant of Mahommed in his apoftolic fun&ion, 
but the Sinnites believe in four, adding Ofman, Oiflar, and 
Abubccker to AU. 



The king, in (hort, told his fifter, That if Humaioon fliould 
become a Shiah, and enforce that dodtrine in India, he would 
affift him to recover his empire. The fultana having acquainted 
Humaioon of thefe particulars, he was not fo much wedded to 
a fe&, as to lofe a kingdom for an immaterial difference in a point 
of religion. He accordingly returned for anfwer, cc That he had 
.always privately favored the opinions of the Shahs, which was 

partly 



horfe. 
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partly the occafion of the animofity fubfifting between him and A ^- '545- 
.his brothers." 

Tamafp, foon after, had a private conference with the noble 
Byram, examined him concerning the policy and ftate of Hin- 
doftan ,• and when he had fatisfied himfelf upon that head, he 
promifed that his fon Murad, who was then but an infant, with The king 

/111 • i. gives him 

his general Biddai, mould accompany Humaioon, with ten tenthoufand 
thoufand horfe, to chaftife his brothers, and drive them out of 
Cabul, Candahar, and Buduchfhan. Every thing accordingly 
was, in a fliort time, got in readinefs, and Humaioon took leave 
of the Perfian king. He told him, that he had long propofed 
to take a tour through Tibrez and Ardebiel, to yifit the tomb 
of Shech Suffi, and then to proceed on his expedition. The 
king confented ta this propofal,. and iflued orders to all gover- 
nors through whofe territories Humaioon was to pafs, to fup- 
ply him and his army with all neceiTaries, and treat him in a 
manner becoming his dignity^ 

Humaioon having vifited and paid his devotions af the fhrine 
cf Suffi, marched with the young prince Murad, towards Can- 
dahar. He inverted the fort of Garrimfere, took it, and read 
the chutba in his own name. A(hkari,. who commanded 
at Candahar for the prince Camiran, hearing of thefe pro- 
ceedings, fent the young prince Akbar, the fon of Humai- 
oon, to his uncle at CabuJ, and prepared the fort of Candahar 
for a fiege. 



Humaioon inverted it upon the feventh of Mohirrim, in the 
year nine hundred and fifty two. The fiege had been carried dahar 
on for fix months, when Humaioon fent his general Byram with 
& meflage to Camiran, then at Cabul, A tribe of the Patans of 

C c 2 Hazara 



Humaioon 
inverts Can* 



196 



A. D. 1545- 



THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN. 

Hazara, attacked Byram with grept refolution, but they werfc 
defeated/ and that omrah having obtained an audience of Cami- 
ran, according to his ^inftrudtions made a demand of Candahar* 
and required a refignation of all thofe provinces which he had 
•ufurped from his brother Humaioon. But it was not to be ex- 
pected that Camiran would as yet liften to fuch a demand, and fo 
the amhaflador departed without affedting any thing. 



The Perfians 
difcontented. 



Candahar 
taken. 



ThePerfian foldiers, in the fervice~of Humaioon, were now 
beginning to be difcouraged by the length of the fiege, and 
difcontented at being commanded by Moguls. This circum- 
ftance might have obliged Humaioon toxaife the fiege, had he 
not been joined by Mahummud, Huffein, Shere Afkun, Fufil 
Beg, and other omrahs, who, difgufted with prince Camiran, 
had left his fervice. Some of the befieged defer ted alfo, and 
joined the king. Thejfe favorable circumftances revived the 
linking fpirits of his army, and equally deprefTed thofe of the be- 
fieged. Afhkari defircd to capitulate; his requefi: was granted 
upon honourable terms; he gave up the place, and, much 
.afhamed of his former behavior* waited upon the king* 



The fort of Candahar, as had been ftipulated with the Per- 
•fiati emperor, was given to his Infant fon, Murad. The 
Winter having now come oq, the young prince Murad, and the 
Perfian generals Biddai, Abul Fatte, and Aridmullu, took up 
their quarters in the fort, without admitting the Mogul omrahs. 
This fo much difgulted them, that fome, having no quarters^ 
went off to Cabul, while Afhkari, with a view of railing more 
■difturbance, alfo fled. Afhkari, however, was purfued, and 
brought hack prifonex. 



Hiimai* 
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Humaioon, finding inadtion more dangerous to his affairs than A ^J; y+5* 
war, marched towards Cabul. On the way he heard of the 
death of the young prince Murad, at Candahar, upon which 
he returned, with a view to retain that fort as a place of fecu- 
rity, till he (hould make further conquefts. The Perfian ge- 
neral would not hearken to this propofal, which filenced the 
king, who could not, confiftent with gratitude, or his own 
promife, compel him to deliver up the place. 

But the urgency of his affairs foon obliged Humaioon to de- 
pal t from thefe punctilios of honor. He therefore tacitly per- 
mitted Byram, Ali, and Mahummud, to take what means they 
could to render themfelves mafteTS of the place. Thcfe om- 
rahs, accordingly, fent Mahummud and a few enterprizing men, 
difguifed like camel-drivers, among a firing of camels, which Humaioon; 
'Was then carrying provifions into the fort. They fell upon the g^*fel«i* 

guards, and difpatched them, while Byram, and Ali, ruflied in £Pj™ Cand ^ 

with a chofen party of horfe, and pofTefTed themfelves of the 
ibrt. The Perfian general returned, by the king's permiffion, 

to Perfia, and Byram was appointed to the government of Can- 

clahar. 

The king marched immediately towards CabuL The prince Thekingr 
Eadgar, the brother of Baber, flying, at this time, from Huf- Cabul, 
fein Arghu, to Cabul, in conjunction with Hindal, the king's 
brother, joined Humaioon. The king, encamping in the en- 
virons of Cabul, before the army of his brother, was every day 
•joined by fome of Camiran's troops, who deferted his ftandards. 
Even Kipla, one of Camiran's principal omrahs, came over, 
with all his adherents. This fo much weakened the prince's 
army, that he was neceflitated to fhut himfelf up in the city. 

Humai- 
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invefts and 
takes that 
city. 



Humaioon inverted the place; but as it was only (lightly forti- 
fied, Camkan evacuated it without fighting, and fled to Ghizni. 
The king fent the prince Hindal in purfuit of his brother, 
and, on the tenth of Ramzan,. nine hundred and fifty two, en- 
tered Cabul, where he found his fon Akbar, then four years old, 
with his mother Beguma, and, taking him in his arms, he re- 
peated a verfe to this purpofe : "Jofeph, by his envious bre- 
thren, was caft intaa well; but he was exalted by Providence 
-to thefummit of glory." 



Homaioon 
maiches 
againft 
Budochfhan. 



The gates of Ghizni were fhut againft Camiran, and he was 
therefore obliged to. take refuge at Dawir, among the Patans of 
Hazara. Being very ill received there, he went to Bicker, to 
his coufin HufTein, who gave him his daughter in marriage, and 
prepared to fupport him. Humaioon, having, left his fon Akba* 
under the tuition of Mahummud Ali, in Cabul, marched in 
perfon, in the year nine, hundred and fifty three, to reduce 
Beduchfhan. Eadgar having attempted to ftir up a fedition in 
the royal army, was, upon conviction,, fentenced to deaths 
though he was uncle to the king. 



Humaioon having pafled Hinderkufh, and encamped at Neizi- 
keran, Soliman, with the forces of Buduchfhan, came before 
him, but they were defeated in the firft charge. The king from 
thence turned towards Talichan, where he fell fick. He, how- 
ever, recovered, at the end of two months, and all the factions 
which had begun to prevail in his army, foon fubfided. Moa- 
zim, the brother of Chuli, one of the imperial fultanas, having 
had a quarrel at this time- with Refhid, killed him, and fled ta 
Cabul, where, he was ordered to be imprifoned by the king. 



Camirana* 
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Camiran having heard that his brother had marched to Ba- 
duchflian, made an excurfion to Ghorebund. On the way he 
fell in with a caravan of merchants, whom he robbed of all their 
camels, horfes, and goods; and, coming to Ghizni, raifed a 
faction among the populace, and cut off the governor, Zatrid* 
Making from thence forced marches towards Cabul, he arrived 
there as they were opening the gates in the morning, and 
took the place by furprize. He killed AH, the governor, 
as he flood in the bath, and put out the eyes of Fafil and 
Vakila. The young prince Akbar, and the ladies of the Haram, 
were given in charge to fome eunuchs; Hifam Alii, the fon of 
Califa, was put to death* 



A. D. 1545. 



Camtran 
feizes Ghisos 
and furprifces 
Cabal. 



Intelligence of thefe tranfadtions coming to Humaioon, that 
monarch gave the government of Buduch(han to the prince Soli* 
man, of the pofterity of Timur, and that of Kunduz to his bro- 
ther Hindal. He himfelf returned to Cabul, defeated the army 
of Camiran, which oppofed him at Ghorebund, came to the 
town of the Afghans, called Deh, where Shere, and all the army 
of Camiran had again aflembled to oppofe him. But the king j? ul " at00l, » 

o r * o fits down bc- 

overthrew them there alfo, and flew Shere in the adtion. He foreCabui. 
proceeded from thence to Cabul, and fat down before that city, 
fkirmifliing every day with the enemy. Camiran, having re- 
ceived intelligence that a caravan was paffing, wherein there was 
a great number of fine horfes, fent one Shere, a bold enterpris- 
ing ofHcer, with a ftrong detachment, to feize and bring it into 
the city. Humaioon marched round the walls, and cut. off 
Shere's retreat, fo that, when he came to enter the city, he was 
" attacked and defeated with great flaughter. 



The prince Soliman, from Buduchfhan, Ali, ami Cafim Haf- Several chiefs 
{in, with feveral chiefs from Byram, the governor of Kandahar, l ° m 

had 
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had now joined the king,, while Kirrachi and Baboos deferted 
from the city to his army. Camiran, Jin the rage of defpair, 
bafely murdered the three fbns of Baboos, and threw their 
mangled bodies over the wall. He, at the fame time, bound 
the young prince Akbar and Kirrachi's fon to a ftake, and raifed 
them up to view upon the battlemepts. But htf was given to 
underftand> that if he put them to deaths every foul in the place 
fliould be maffacrecL 



Camiran cva- Camiran thought proper to defiflt from his intended cruelivv 

cuates Cabal. ° * # J 

a*id that very night, making a breach in the wall, evacuated the 
place, and fled towards the fkirts of the hills,, leaving Humai- 
oon a fecond time, in* pofleffion of GabuL . In his retreat, ha- 
was plundered* and even ftript of his cloaths, by the inhabitants- 
of Hazara; but when they difcovered him, they conducted him? 
to his garrifon at Ghorebund. He,, however, did not think 
himfelf fecure there,, and therefore he haftened to Balich, where 
Mahummud, who held that city, joined him, and aflifted hiim 
in fubduing Buduchfhan. They drove Soliman and his fon. 
Ibrahim from that country*. 



Several onu-J 
rahs deftrt 
Humaioou. 



Kirrachi, Baboos, and fome -other omrahs, being, about this* 
time, difguflcd with the behavior of Ghazi, Humaioon's vizier, 
wanted of the king to difgrace him, and appoint Chafim to his 
<rffiei* Humaioon, fatisfied of the integrity of his minifter, 
would by no means confent, which irritated them fo much, 
that they left the king's fervice, and went over to Afhkari, who 
commanded under Camiran in Buduchfhan. The king purfued* 
them in their flight, but not being able to come up with them,, 
returned to Cabul, and called to him Ibrahim and Hindal from 
their refpeftive governments. The former having fallen in by 
accident with Timur* one of thofe chiefs who had fled, cut him> 

•off; 
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off, and bYought his head to the king. Hindal having alfo met A ^ J- J MS- 
Shere, brought hipa back prifoner. 



9 

I 



Camiran having left Kirrachi in Cuflipm, went in perfon to «** 

Talickan: Humaiooh detached Hindal and Koka, with a con 
fiderable force, to drive Kirrachi from thence. That omrah 
having received intelligence of their coming, acquainted Cami- 
ran, who, with great expedition, returned to Cufhom, and 
fell in with Hindal, in croffing the river Talikan, when his 
troops were divided. He defeated Hindal, cut-off a great part Camiran de- 

r -ii • feats his bro- 

of his detachment, and feized upon all his baggage. ther Hindal. 

Humaioon, in a few days, advanced with the army from Ca- 
bul, which obliged Camiran to fly towards Talick&n, and leave Flics before 
all his plunder, as well as his own baggage, He was, the day 
after his retreat, inverted in the fort, and, as he defpaired of the ^j f a bmit», 
afiiftance of the Ufbecks, to whom he had applied, he requeued 
leave of his brother Humaioon, to make a. pilgrimage to Mecca. 
Humaioon, with a good-natured weaknefs, confented, and both 
the .perfidious Camiran and Aftikari came out of the place, and 
proceeded about ten pharfangs on their way. When they found 
that Humaioon did not fend troops to feize them, nor attempt 
to detain them, as they imagined, they were afliamed of their 
own behavior, and thought it more elegible to truft to his cle- 
mency, than turn mendicant pilgrims. With this refolution 
they returned. 

The king having heard of their return, fent perfons to con- He is treated 
gratulate, and treat them with great refpeft. Humaioon, byHumai- 
after thefe tranfaftions, returned to Cabul. Pier Mahummud, 
the Ufbeck, having made fome incurfions into Humaioon's ter- 
ritories, in the year nine hundred and fifty fix, the king deter- 

D d mined 
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that purpofe, marched towards Baliqh. Camiran and Afhkari 
His trcafon. accompanied him, and begun again to hatch "treafon. The kin? 
perceived their treachery, but took no effectual fteps to prevent 
its effeft. 



Homaioon 
defeats the 
Ufbecks; 



Humaioon arriving in the environs of Balick, an Ufbeck ge- 
neral came before him with only three thoufand Ufbeck horfe, 
and ftopt his progrefs. The Ufbeck chief was, on the fecond 
day, reinforced by Pier Mahummud, and the princes of Haffar, 
and was thus enabled to march out with thirty thoufand horfe to 
give battle, Soliman, Hindal, the king's coufin and brother, 
defeated the advanced parties, and prefled fo hard upon Pier Ma- 
hummud that he thought proper to retreat within the city. 



The king was defirous of purfuing the enemy. This refolu- 
tion, had it been followed, would certainly have had a good afFedfr, 
as they were preparing to evacuate the place. But unfortunately 
the king fuffered his own better judgment to be over-ruled by 
his omrahs, who fuggefled their apprehenfions from Camiran, 
and advifed the king to incamp fomewhere near the city, which 
would fall into his hands in the courfe of things. This pernici- 
ous advice was accordingly followed ■. No ground proper for in- 
camping being near, the king was obliged to retreat to a fmall 
diftancc. The troops being ordered to move back, apprehended 
I that danger was near ; when the enemy actually conftrued the 
retreat of Humaioon into a real flight. By this double miftake 
the Moguls were intimidated, and the Ufbecks received frefli fpi- 
rits. They immediately fell upon Soliman and HufTcin, who 
brought up the rear, forced them upon the main body, where 
the king commanded in perfon. He gallantly oppofed them hand 
to hand, and with his fpear difmounted the officer who led on 

the 
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the attack. His brother Hindal, Tirdi Beg, and Tolic Chan A. p. ! S 4j. 
fupported Homaioon with great bravery ; but they foon found 

themfelves deferted by all their troops, and were obliged to fave and is, in hi* 

themfelves by flight. thrown.**" 

After this unfortunate action, the imperial army retreated to- Retreats t* 
wards Cabul. The king, on his way, was deferted by the per- CabuL ' 
fidious Camiran and Afhkari, who had not joined in the adion. 
Humaioon juftly refenting their behaviour, wrote to Ali, one of 
Camiran's omrahs, and made him great promifes if he would 
feize his mafter, and fend him prifoner to court $ difpatching, 
at the fame time, Soliman and Hindal in purfuit of him. Ca- 
miran, laying afide all his enfigns of ftate, attempted, by the 
way of Zohac and Bamia, to pafs to the Indus. The king, 
informed of his motions, fent a party to intercept him 5 but Kir- 
rachi and Huflein, who had remained with Humaioon, wrote 
privately to Camiran, and acquainted him with all that patted. 
Thefe perfidious chiefs, being now afhamed of no villiany, told 
Camiran, that, as the greateft part of the king's troops were de- 
tached from his perfon, if he would return, they would join him 
in the a&ion. Camiran did not let this favorable opportunity flip 
through his hands. He returned, by the way of Kipoha, whi- 
ther, the king, having intelligence of him, advanced to meet 
him. The battle was no fooner begun, than Kirrachi, and his 
perfidious ahderents, went over to Camiran, and turned upon Hu- 
maioon, who, with a few faithful friends, fought with great rcfo^ 
lution. Pier Mahummud, and Ahmed, the fon of Kulli, being 
(lain by the king's fide, and he himfelf wounded in the head, as 
well as his horfe, he was forced to abandon the field, and fly to 
Bamia, and from thence to Buduchfhan, leaving Camiran to 
poffefs himfelf, a third time, of CabuL 

D d 2 Humaioon 
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a. D. i j4j- Humaioon was now in great diftrefs, for money to pay the fevr 

Hcg. 952. ° 

Humiioon^n troops, who had continued faithful to his fortunes. He was 

great 1 re •• kjjg C( j tQ t) 0rrow t h e horfes, camels, and merchandize of fome 
great caravans, with which he mounted and paid his troops* 
He privately fent Bidda, Toglich, Mudgnow, and others, to the 
number of ten perfons, to fupport his intereft at Cabul, and to 
fend him intelligence of what paffed in that city. But of all 
thefe, Toglick alone remained true to his intereft, which they 
now found was greatly declined. Soliman, Ibrahim, and 
prince Hindal, returning with their detachments to join the 
king, he found himfelf again in a condition to make an attempt 
to recover his kingdom ; and he accordingly marched towards 
Cabul. Camiran, upon the approach of Humaioon, came out, 
and drew up on the banks of the Punger. Camiran was defeated 
with great {laughter, and in his flight he was obliged to (have 
his head and beard, to efcape, in the diiguife of a mendicant, to 
the mountains of Limgan. Afhkari was taken prifoner* and the 
perfidious Kirrachi fell in the engagement. 

Returns to Humaioonnow returned jn triumph to Cabul ; where he enjoyed a 

whole year in peace and feftivity. Intelligence was brought to him, 
that the reftlefs Camiran was again at the head of fifteen hundred 
horfe, while fome omrahs fled from the royal prefence to Ghizni. 
The king marched againft his brother, who fled towards the In- 
dus ; fo that Humaioon, without effecting any thing, returned to 
Cabul. Camiran no fooner heard of his brother's retreat, than 
he returned again among the Afghans to raife up more distur- 
bances. Humaioon was under the neceflity of taking the field a 
fecondtime. He wrote toByram, who ftill held the government of 
Candahar, to march againft the omrahs, who fled to Ghizni, and 
had invited Camiran to join him at that place. Camiran, by the 
way of Pefhawir, Bungifh, and Curves, was then on his march 

towards 
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towards Ghizni : But before his arrival, Byram had come to A - D - l SS l - 

* Hig. 95 «. 

Ghizni, and carried the revolted omrahs prifoners to Cabul. Ca- 
miran, difappointed of his ally, returned to Pefhawir, and the 
king directed his march to Cabul. 

Before the arrival of Humaioon at his capital, Mahommed, Tnafaaiont 
one of the imprifoned omrahs found means to efcape, a fecond 
time, to Ghizni, from whence he was perfuaded to return ; no 
doubt, upon the mod facred aflurances of pardon. Afhkari 
having preferred a petition to the king, foliciting his releafement 
from prifon, in order to perform a pilgrimage to Mecca, was 
now fent to Soliman, governor of Buduchfhan, to proceed to 
Balich. Afhkari died in the year nine hundred and fixty one, in 
his way croffing the Arabian defarts. 

Camiran was, in the mean time, levying troops among the 
Afghans, and carrying on a private correfpondence with Ma- 
hommed a^ Ghizni. The treafon was difcovered, and the old 
traitor condemned to death. Humaioon had, by this time, 
marched agajnft Camiran ; but he was furprized in his camp, 
near Chiber, thctwenty-firft of Zicada, nine hundred and fifty 
eight, in the night ; upon which occafion prince Hindal loft his 
life. Camiran, however, gained no advantage but the death of Prince HinM* 
his brother, being overthrown by Humaioon, and obliged to take Camiran de- 
(helter again among the Patans. The king, after this vidtory, fcatcd * 
returned to Cabul, and in gratitude to the memory of Hindal, 
who had fo well expiated his former difobedience, by his fervices 
and blood, he gave the daughter of that prince, Rixia Sultana, 
to his fon Akbar in marriage. He conferred, at the fame time, 
upon the royal pair, all the wealth of Hindal ; and appointed 
Akbar to the command of his uncle's trpops, and to his govern- 
ment of Ghizni. 

The 
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A. D. !5jt. 
Hig. 959- 
The Afghani 
expel 
Camiran. 



The Afghans, a few months after thefe tranfa&ions, rofe in 
favor of Camiran. The king marched into their country, which 
he laid wafte with fire and fword. Finding, at laft, that they 
got nothing but mifchief to themfelves by adhering to Camiran, 
they with-held their aid, and expelled him from their country. 



He flies to 
Selim. 



The defolate Camiran fled to Hindofian, and was reduced to 
folicit the protection of the emperor Selim, whom he beheld, 
by his own bafenfcfs, ruling his father's empire. But it was not 
to be expe&ed that Selim would treat Camiran favorably. The 
unfortunate fugitive fled from the court of Delhi, and, like a 
poor vagabond, fought protedtion from the Indian prince of Na- 
gercot. Being from thence driven by Selim, he fled among the 
Gickers. 



Delivered 
up to the 
lung. 



Hyder, one of the pofterity of Timur, reigned then in Cafh- 
mire. He requefted the afliftance of Humaioon, to quell fomfc 
difturbances in his kingdom. The king accordingly marched 
towards India, and crofled the Indus. Adam, the prince of the 
Gickers, fearing the king's refentment, for giving protection tb 
Camiran, imprifoned that unhappy man, and acquainted the king, 
that he was ready to deliver him over to any body he fhould bfc 
pleafed to fend. The king difpatched Monim to Adam, and Ca- 
miran was accordingly given up to him, and brought to the royal 
prefence. 



The Mogul chiefs, to a man, folicited that he £hould be put 
to death, that he might diftrefs them no more $ but the king 
would, by no means, confent to embrue his hands in the blood 
of his brother, however deferring he was of death. Humaioon, 
on account of his lenity, was threatened with a general fedition 
in his army, and every body openly complained of that merciful 

difpofition, 
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difpofition in the king, by which his fubjedfcs were fo often in- A - D * 's* 2 ' 
volvcd in misfortunes. He was, at laft, though much again ft his Hit eyu art 
will, neceffitated to permit them to render Camiran blind, by means put °° 
of antimony. Some days after this fentence was executed upon the * 

unfortunate prince, the king went to fee him. Camiran imme- 
diately rofe, and walked fome fteps forward to meet him, faying : 
" The glory of the king will not be diminished by vifiting the un- 
" fortunate/' Humaioon immediately burfting into tears, wept 
very bitterly : Camiran endeavoured to comfort him, by Con- 
feffrng the juftice of his own punifhment, and, by way of expi- 
ating his crimes, requefted leave to proceed on a pilgrimage to 
Mecca. His requcft was granted, and he went by the way 
of Sind. Having refided three years in Mecca, he died in that And diet 
place, in the year nine hundred and fixty four* He left one fon, 
Carem, who was fome time after his father's death afTaffinated, 
by the order of Akbar, in the fort of Gualier; Camiran had alio 
three daughters. 

Humaioon being now delivered from the reftlefs fpirit of Ca- Humaioon 

inarches to- 

xniran, began to extend his dominions. He firfi turned his arms wards Cafo- 
.towards Cafhmire. Selim, the Patan emperor of India, having, 
at that time, advanced to the Indus, his omrahs reprefented to 
Humaioon, that, if hefhould enter Cafhmire, as there was but 
one pafs through which he could return ; that Selim might block 
up his rear, and reduce him to great diftrefs. The king, how- 
ever, would not liften to their reprefentations ; but marched to- 
wards Cafhmire. Having advanced about half way, a mutiny 
arofe in the army, and the greateft part of the omrahs refufed to 
proceed; while others a&uaHy returned to Cabul. This obliged 
Humaioon to take a circuit, by the way of Sind, ordering a fort, 
called Bickeram, to be built in his rout. In Bickerara he left a Returns. 

garrifon undero ne Sec under. 

When 
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A. D. 1554; 
Hig. 962. 

Akbar fent 
to Ghizni. 
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When the king arrived in Cabul, he fent his fon Akbar to his 
government of Ghizni, under the charge of Jellal. In the year 
nine hundred and fixty-one, the king had another fon born to 
him at Cabul, whom he named Mahommed Hakim* 



The inhabi- 
tants of Del- 
hi and Agra 
invite him to 
India. 



In the courfe of this year, Humaioon became jealous of Byram, 
by the calumny of fome of his courtiers, who pretended, that that 
great man was carrying on intrigues with the Perfian government* 
The king, marched towards Candahar, by the way of Ghizni. 
Byram, who was quite innocent of the charge, when he heard 
of the king's approach, came out, with fivfe or fix friends only, 
to congratulate him upon his arrival, and to lay his offerings at 
his feet. The king foon plainly perceived that he had been 
abufed, and fatisfying Byram with reafons for his coming, fpent 
two months there in feftivity. The calumniators of Byram were 
difgraced, and he himfelf loaded with favors. Byram was, how- 
ever, afraid, that the repeated calumnies of his enemies might 
find way at laft into the king's mind; he therefore earneftly 
requefted, that the government fhould be be/lowed on fome other 
chief, and that he might be permitted to attend his fovereign. 
But the king would by no means confent to a thing, which might 
have the appearance of a flur upon the condudl of his faithful 
fervant. When they parted, Byram obtained the diftridt of 
Dawir, for two of his friends, who remained with him* 

Much about this time an addrefs was received from the inha- 
bitants of Delhi and Agra, acquainting Humaioon, that Selim, 
the Afian emperor of India, was dead, and that all the tribes of 
the Patans were engaged in a civil war : That it was, therefore, 
a proper opportunity for the king to return and take poflefiion of 
his empire. Humaioon was in no condition to raife a fufficient 
army for that enterprize, and he became extremely melancholy. 

The 
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The king being one day upon a hunting party, told fome of his A - P- ! *54- 
omrahs, that he was very uneafy in his mind, about^ the execu*- 
tion of his designs upon Hindoftan. Some of them, who were 
defirpus to make the attempt* confulted among themfelves, and 
hit upon a fuccefsful ftratagem to bring the king to an immediate 
refolution. 'they therefore told him, that there was an old 
method of devination, by fending a perfon before, and afking 
the name* of the three firft fferfons he met, from which a coa- 
clufion, good or bad, might be formed, according to their mean- 
ing. The king, being naturally fuperftitious, ordered this to bo 
done. He fent three horfemen in front, who were to come back 
and acquaint him of the anfwers they received. The firft horfe- 
man who returned told the king, that he had met with a traveller 
whofe name was Dowlat *. The next brought advice, that he 
met a man who called himfelf Murad «f\ And the third, that he 
met with a villager, whofe name was Sldit J- 

The king difcovered great joy upon this occafion* and though Humaiooa 
be could only coHe& fifteen thoufaad horfe* determined to under- invade Hi* 
take an expedition into India. He left to Monim the govern- 
ment of Cabul, and the tuition of his young fon Hakim, and 
in the month of SifFer, nine hundred and fixty-two, began 
his jnarch from his capital. The king was joined at Pefhawir 
by Byram, with all his veterans from Candahar. When he had 
croffed the weftern branch of the Indus, he appointed Byram his 
captain general, and ordered him to lead the van with Chizer, 
Tirdi Beg, Seconder, and Shubiani. 

Upon the approach of the king, Tatar, the Patan governor Rhotas crt- 
of the province of the five branches of the Indus, who com- 
manded the new fort of Rhotas, evacuated the place and fled to 

* Fortune or profperitj. t Ddire or inclination. $ Happinefs. 

E e Delhi. 
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Hig. 962. # Delhi. Humaioon purfued Tatar to Lahore, which place was 

Satof™ a ^° cvacuatc( * ty the Patans, and the king peaceably entered the 

city. From Lahore he difpatched Byram to Sirhind, and that 

able general poflefled himfelf of all the country as far as that place. 

Defeat* fomc The king having received intelligence, that a body of Afghans, 

Dibaipoor. commanded by Shubas and Nifif , were aflembled at Dibalpoor, 

he ordered Abul Mali, whom he ufed to honor with the name of 

fon, with a ftrong detachment againft them. Abul Mali having 

overthrown them, returned with the plunder of their camp' 

to Lahore- •■■•.'* 



Seconder 
fends an 
army againft 
Humaioon, 



which is 
overthrown 
by Byram. 



The Patan emperor Secunder had, in the mean time, ordered 
Tatar and Hybut, with an army of thirty or forty thoufand 
horfe from Delhi, againft Humaioon; but Byram, notwith-^ 
Handing their great fupcriority in number, was determined to 
rifque a battle, crofled the Suttuluz, advanced. -boldly to meet 
them* and pitched his camp upon the banks of the river Bidg- 
warra. It being winter, the Patans kindled great fires of wood 
in their camp, which Byram obferving, he crbflSd the river with 
a thoufand chofen horfe, and advancing near their camp without 
being difcovered; began to gall thofe who crouded round the 
fires with arrows, which raifed an uproar in the camp. But the 
Patans, inftead of extinguifhing their fires, which prevented them 
from feeing the enemy, while the enemy had a fair view of them, 
by means of the light, threw on more wood. In the mean time, 
the whole of Byram's army having crofled the river, fell upon 
the Patans from all fides, routed them, and took all their ele- 
phants, baggage, and a number of horfes. Byram fen* the ele- 
phants to the king, at Lahore, and encamped at Matchiwarrah. 
He difperfed detachments on all fides, and pofleffed Tiimfelf of 
all the country, almoft to the walls of Delhi. ' *The king was 
greatly rejoiced when he heard of this vi&ory, and conferred 

upon 
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upon Byram the titles of Lord of Lords, the grateful -friend, and ^D. ig* 
the grief-expelling companion* 

When the news arrived of the overthrow of Tatar, the emperor, Jjjjjj^ 
Secunder exacted an oath of fidelity from his omrahs, and marched g in ^J c 
with eighty thoufand horfe, a great train of artillery, and a num- 
ber of elephants, towards the Indus. Byram thought proper to 
fhut himfelf up in Sirhind, and to provide agairift a fiege, by lay- 
ing in provifions, and throwing up hew works. Secunder en-, 
camped before Sirhind, and Byram fent continual letters to La- 
hore, to haften the king to his relief. Humaioon accordingly 
marched, joined Byram, made repeated fallics from the city, and 
greatly diftrefled the enemy in their camp. 

Upon the laft day of Rigib, when the young prince Akbar was 
going the rounds of the camp, the Patans drew up their forces, 
and offered battle. This had the intended fcffeft on the impetu- 
ous young prince, who could not bear to be irrfuked. He ae- prin " ' A * baf 
cordingly haying obtained his father's permiffion, drew out the Mogul vmy. 
army. Humaioon gave the command of the right to Byram, and 
the left to Secunder, which was compofed of the troops of Ab- 
dulla the Ufbeck, Abul Mali, Alia, and Tirdi Beg, who were 
to begin the aftion* He took pod in perfon in the center, and 
advanced flowly towards , the enemy, who waited the attack. 
The left wing having charged, according to the orders which The battle 
they had received, the enemy were broke, and they never after 
recovered from the confufion into which they were thrown. The 
a&ion, however, continued warm for fome time; Humaiooa 
and his gallant general Byram difplayed great condudt, while the 
young prince Akbar diftinguiljied himfelf with adfcs of perfunal 
valour. The Moguls were fo animated by the behaviour of that 

E e 2 young 
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A h* D ' <!£ 54 ' y 01111 ^ ^ cro i that ^ c y feemedeven to forget that they were moj> 
ThePatans tal men. The enemy at laft, weredrivep off the field, with very 
ove rown. g reat flaughter, and the emperor Secunder fled, with precipita- 
tion, to the mountains of Sewalic 



The empire 
transferred 
from the Pa- 
tans to the 
Moguls* 



This vidtory decided the fate of the empire, which fell for ever 
from the Patans. Secunder, the Ufbeck, and fome other omrphp 
were detached to take pofleffion of Delhi and Agra, which they 
effeded without oppofition. Humaioon conferred the gpvern^ 
ment of the province of Punjab upon Abul Mali, and ordered him 
to parfue the fugitive emperor. In the month of Ramran the 
king entered Delhi, in triumph, and became, a fecond time, 
Emperor of Hindoftan* Byram, to whofe valor and conduct 
the king, in a great meafure, owed his reftoration, was now 
rewarded with the firft offices in the ftate, and had primely 
eftates afligned to him. Tirdi Qeg was appointed to the gpr 
vernment of Delhi ; the fuperirrtendency of Agra was givfcn 
to Secunder, and Alii Kulli was made viceroy of Merat and 
Simbol; for which department he fet out with a considerable 
force. 



Akbar fent 
againft Se- 
cunder. 



As Abul Mali, on account of dHjputes with the dmrahs in his 
army, had permitted Secunder to become daily more formidable, 
the king difpatched his fon Akbar, tinder the direction of By- 
ram, againft him. Much about this time, a man of low birth, 
who became famous, under the name of Kumber, raifed a re- 
bellion in Simbol, and, collecting a great force, plundered the 
provinces between the rivers. He was, however, on the fifth of 
the firft Ribbi, nine hundred and fixty three, defeated and (lain 
by Alii Kulli, and the infurredtion totally quafhed. 



i* 
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In the evening of the feventh of die firft Ribbi, Humaiooti A H f* ! 6 5 * 5 " 
walked out upon thp terrace of the library, and fat down there Thejcing'i 
for (bipe time $0 enjoy the fre& %it. When ibe emperor began 
-to defcend the ftcps of the flair from the terrace, the crier, v> 
wording tocuflom, proclaimed the time of praj'ers. The king, 
conformable to the practice of religion, flood ftill upon this qc- 
cafion, and repeated the Culma *, then fat down upon the fecond 
flep of the flair till the proclamation was ended. When he was 
going to rife he fupported himfelf upon a flaff, which unfortu- 
nately flipt upon the marble, and the king fell headlong from the 
top to the bottom of the flair. He was taken up infenlible, and 
laid upon his bed ; he foon recovered his fpeech, and the phyfi- 
cians administered all their art: But in vain, for upon the 
eleventh, about funfet, his foul took her flight to Paradife. He 
was buried in the new city, upon the banks of the river ; and^ja 
noble tomb was eredted over him, fome years after, by his fon 
Akbar. Humaioon died at the age of fifty one, after a reign of 
. twenty five years, both in Cabul and India. 

The mildnefs and benevolence of Humaioon were exceflive : His charac. 
If there can be any excefs in virtues fo noble as thefe. His af- 
fedtion to his brothers proved the fource of all his misfortunes ; 
but they rewarded him with ingratitude and contempt. He was 
learned* a lover of literature, and the generous patron of the 
men of genius, who flourished in his time. In battle he was va- 
liant and enterprising : But the clemency of his difpofition hin- 
dered him from ufing his vi&ories in a manner which fuited the 
vices of the times. Had he been lefs mild and religious, he would 
have been a more fuccefsful prince : Had he been a worfe man, 
he would have been a greater monarch. 

• The Creed, 

Shaw 



tcr. 
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A. p. 1C55. " Shaw Tamafp was in the thirty fccond year of his reign over 
state of Afia Pcrfia, when Humaioon died in Hindoftan. The Ufbecks had 
poffeffed themfelves of Great Bucharia, and the mod part of 
Maver-ul-nere or Tfanfoxiana"; and the frontier provinces, bo- 
yond the Indus, were fubjeft to the family of Timur, emperors 
of Hindoftan. 



at the death of 
Hnmaiooo. 
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CalUoore. 
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THE celebrated Abul Fazil, the moft elegant writer of India, a. D. 1555. 
has given jto the world the.hiftory of the renowned Akbar*, Higcnjos- 

in three volumes, called Akbar namma. From that hiflorian, 

we {hall chiefly extradt the moft material tranfadions of this 

reign- r . . 

When Humaioon became infenfible after his fall, the Mogul Akbar 
chiefs difpatched one Chuli exprcfs to Punjab, to acquaint Akbar throne at 
of the accident which had befallen his father. Not many days 
after, the news of his father's death came to the prince at Calla- 
nore. The omrahs, who were prefent, after exprefling their 
grief for the deceafed, raifed Akbar to the throne, on the fecond 
of the fecond Ribbi, in the year 96.3, being then thirteen years 
and nine months old. 



Byram, diftingui(hed by the noble title of Chan Chanan -f-, on ByranTs wife 
the accefiiqn of Akbar, became abfolute regent, and had the tion. 
whole civil and military power of the empire in his hands. The 
firft orders iflued from the throne, after difpatching the letters 
of proclamation, were, to prohibit the exa&ion of the ufual 
prefent of money, from the farmers ; to let all goods pafe toll- 
free, and to prevent the injurious practice of prefling labourers 
to the war. Not many days after the acceflion of Akbar, Abul 
Mali, who was in great favour with Humaioon, difcovering 

• His titles at length were Shaw Jufoja, Abul Muzziflcr, JclLal ul dien, Ma- 
hommed Akbar, Padifha Ghazi. 
t Which may be tranflated, the moft Noble 0/ Nobles, 

fome 
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^ii^'r f 6 55 " fome treafonablfe intentions, was feized and imprifoned in La- 
hore. He, however, found means, fome time after, to efcape > 
and Pulwaa Gul, thfci chi# magiftratfe to tohofe charge he was 
committed, killed himfelf; for fear of the ftri<ft feverity of the 
police under Byram. 

Akbar dc- *I*he king lect his army towards tke kills, with a view to e*- 

dcr# u m terminate fhe party of the Pjrtan emperor Securider : he defeated 
Secunder," and obliged him to fly farther among the mountains ; 
whither the imperial army could not purfue him. Akbar, in 
the mean time, fubdued the country of Nagracot ; received the 
Indian prince of that province into favor : and the rains coming 
on, took up his quarters at Jallendbr. In the mean time, Soli- 
msh, one of the pdfterity of 'fimur, and frequently mentioned 
in the reign of Humaiooh, wno had been left governor of 
Buduchfhan, threw off his allegiance, fet up for himfelf, aha 
marched againfl: Cabul. That city was defended by Monim, thfc 
tutor of the young prince Hakim, the king's brother. Intelli- 
gence of this rebellion being brought to AWbar, he immediately 
detached Ktdli Burlafs, Azim, Ghizer, and other Omrahs* to 
fuccour Monim. Some of thofc chiefs entered Cabul, while 
others encaifipfed without, to hafrafs tht beflegers ; which they 
continued to do for the fpace of four months. i*he gaffifon, in 
the mean time, became to t>e diftrcfTed for provifions ; whtfch 
obliged Monim to conleht, that the chutba, fof the kingdom bf 
Cabul, fhould be read in the name of Solihiin. The rebel, 
after this fubmiffion, raifed the liege, and returned to JBu- 
duchflian. 

During thefe tranfa<3iohs at Cabul, Himu, the Vizier of Ma* 
hommed, the Patan emperor of the Eaftern provinfcfes, adtfahfciid 
towards Agra, with thirty thoufand horfe and two thoufand ele- 
phants. 
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phants. He obliged Sccunder, the Mogul governor of that A - D - «ffS5- 
city, to retreat to Delhi. Sadi, another general under Mahum- Himu take* 
mud, in the mean time, raifed an army, and advanced to the A8ri ' 
banks of the Rehib ; where the Mogul governor Zeman, with 
three thoufand horfe, crofling the river, attacked him, but was 
defeated ; and carried only two hundred of his army, alive, front 
the field i thofe who efcaped the fword, being drowned in the 
river. 

s 

Himu having taken Agra, marched towards Delhi, where advances to 
Tirdi commanded for Akbar. Tirdi fent exprefles to all the 
Mogul chiefs around, foliciting fuccours, and was joined by Ab- 
dulla, Inderani, Kullabi, and others ; and then he thought him- 
felf in a condition to give the enemy battle, without waiting for 
Zcman ; who, with feveral other omrahs, and a confiderable re- 
inforcement, was marching to his affiftance. Himu, who was whickac 
a very valiant man, feledted three thoufand chofen horfe, and fome 
of his beft elephants, which he ported about his own perfon in 
the center ; and with which he charged Tirdi fo violently, that 
he drove him quite off the field. Himu then fell, with great 
impetuofity, upon the right wing, which he routed fo that the 
flight became general. This vi&ory was fo compleat, that in 
confequence of it, the city immediately furrendered, and Tirdi, 
flying to Sirhind, left all the country open to the enemy. Zeman, 
having received intelligence of this difafler, at Merat, hastened 
alfo to Sirhind. 



The king, during thefe tranfa&ions, was at Jallender t and tt, c king 
finding all his dominions, except the provinces towards the heads l"^'* per " 
of the Indus, wrefted from him, was greatly affe&ed with the 
news of Harm's fuccefs. He called to him Byram, conferred 

Ff upon 
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A. IX 15S.5;. upon him the honorable title of the noble Baba *. He told that 
fl**** able man* that he repofed his whole truft in his prudence. and 

good conduit* in this perilous fituation of affairs, and defired 
that he might take whatever meafures he thought moft conducive 
to retrieve his affairs. He, at the fame time, affured By ram, in 
the moft folemn manner, that he would give no attention to any 
malicious infinuations which might be fuggeftcd to the royal ear 
by his- enemies* The young prince having thus exprefled the 
genuine fentiments of his fotil to Byram, he made himfwear, by 
the foul of his father Hutnaioon, and by the head of his own 
&m> that he would be faithful to the great truft, which was now 
repofed in him- A council of war was immediately called, in. 
which. Byram, prefided. The majority of the omrahs were of 
opinion, that as the enemy confiiled of above a hundred thou- 
fand horfe, while the royal army fcarce amounted to twenty thou- 
sand, it would be moft prudent to retreat to C&bul. Byram ftre- 
nuoufly oppofed this meafure, and was almoft fingukr in hia 
opinion, which was to give battle in ftantly to the enemy. The 
young king joined Byram's fentiments with fo m»eh warmth and 
gallant anxiety, that the chiefs cried out,, in rapture, that their 
lives and fortunes were at his ferace. 

Tbo king Immediately hoftilities being reiblved upon*, Chizer Chan, who> 

againftHimo. was married to the king's aunt, the fultana* Gulbadin, was ap- 
pointed governor of Lahore, to adfc againft Secunder ;, while the 
king himfelf prepared, in peribn* to thaftife Himu. Ife marched 
to Sirhind, and was there joined by his* defeated omrahs, who had 
affembled at that place. The king being out, one- day, at the. 
diverfion of hawking,. Byram, called Tirdi.to his tent, and or- 
dered him to be beheaded for abandoning $elhi, where he might 
have defeaded himfelf, and for other- un military crimes, withi 

• Bab* figniAcs father* 

which* 
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which he was juftly charged. When Akbar returned, Byram k i£$£ 4 ' 
waited upon him, and informed him of what he had done ; he 
eXcufed himfelf for not acquainting the king of his intentions, 
by insinuating, that he was certain his royal clemency was fo 
great, that notwithftanding Tirdi's crimes, he would have for- 
given him ; which, at fuch a time, would be attended with very 
dangerous confequences, as the hopes of flie Moguls refted upom 
every individual's ftrid performance of duty. He affirmed, that 
negligence was, in fuch a critical (filiation, as great a crime as 
treafon, and ought to meet with an equal punifhment. But that 
on the other hand, defert fhould meet with reward : for a dan- 
gerous crifis, is the feafbn of ftridfc juftice, in both refpe&s. 
Without his reward, the foldier becomes languid and difcon- 
tcnted ; when he fears no punifhment, he is negligent and in- 
dolent. 

The king faw into the propriety of the mcafure, but he fhud- 
dercd at the inhumanity of the punifhment. He, however, 
thanked Byram for the fervice which he had done him ; and, in* 
deed, though the policy of that minifter was fevere, it had the 
intended eftedt among the omrahs. They faw that they had 
nothing to hope, and every thing to fear from fadtion and bad 
behaviour ; and therefore, they became very obedient to the or- 
ders of Byram* 



The king foon after marched from Sirhind towards Delhi, de- March 
taching Secunder, Abdulla, Inderani, Lai Sultan, Mudjenu, and 
others, under the command of the gallant Zeman, who had 
been created captain genferal, fome miles in his front. Himu, 
who had affumed the title of Raja, in Delhi, having attached 
Sadi, and other Afghan omrahs to his intereft, marched out 
of that city with all his forcfts; which, by the loweft 
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A jhP % ll?' c° m p l1tat * on * exceeded a hundred thoufand horfe, bendes etc- 
phants and infantry, with a great train of artillery. He detStSi- 
ed, in front, a great body of Afgans, with fome artillery, 
which falling in with the Mogul captain general, were defeated* 
with the lofs of all their guns, which proved a fignal advantage 
to the king. Himu having arrived at Panniput, heard that the 
king was advanced very near him. He divided his elephants, 
in which he greatly confided, among his principal officers* 

A geteral In the morning of the fecond of Mohirrim, 964, the captain 

general, who had been, by that time, joined by the whole army 
except a few, who remained to guard the king, drew up in order 
of battle, and waited the attack. Himu began the a&ion with 
his elephants, in hopes of frightening the Mogul cavalry, who 
were not accuftomed to thofe enormous animals. He, however, 
found that he was deceived. The Mogul chiefs > either from a 
fear of the fate of Tirdi, or from a nobler caufe, their own va- 
lor, attacked Himu with fuch refolution, after he had penetrated 
the center of their army, where Zeman commanded, that the 
elephants, galled with lances, arrows and javelins, became quite 
outrageous, and fubmitting no longer to command, fell bacfc 
and difordered the Patau ranks. Himu, who rode a prodigious 
elephant, dill continued the a<ftion with great vigor, at the head 
of four thoufand horfe, in the very heart of the Moguls ; being 
at laft pierced through the eye, with an arrow, thegreateft part 
of his troops, fearing that his wound was mortal, forfook him* 
But that valiant man drew the eye out of the focket, with the 
arrow; and, in that terrible condition,, continued the fight with 
unequalled refolution and courage. He encouraged the few who 
remained by his fide, and advanced through a* bloody path which 
his weapons made y till a chief called Kulli Aretched his fpear t* 
kill the driver of Himu's elephant:, that timorous wretch, to 
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fave bis own life* pointed to Himu, and addreffing him, by A ^. D- ! |s*- 
name, faid, he would carry him vvhitherfoever he pleafed. Kulli 
immediately furrounded him with a body of horfe, and car- 
ried; him prifoner to Akbar, whom By ram, as upon him retted 
the hopes of all, detained in the rear. 

When the unfortunate Himu was brought into the prefence, Himu taken 
almoft expiring with his wounds, Byram told the king, that it 
would be a meritorious action in Bim, to kill that brave infidel 
with his own hand. Akbar, in compliance to the advice of his 
tutor, drew his fword, but only gently touched the head r of 
the captive, birrfHng into tears of compaffion. Byram, looking 
fternly upon the king, infinuated, that the ill-timed clemency 
of his family, was the fource of all their misfortunes, and with 
oneftroke of the fabre, fevered Himu's head from his body, 

Akbar took, in this a&ion, fifteen hundred elephants, and all Akbar arrives 
the artillery of the enemy. He immediately marched from the a u 
field, and took poffeflion of Delhi, From that city, he dif- 
patched Pier Mahummud, manager of the private affairs of By- 
ram, towards Mewat, to feize the treafure of Himu, which was 
depofited in that place. This fervice was accomplifhed, with 
fome lofs on the fide of the Moguls; and the empire, in a grea* 
meafure, returned to its former tranquillity. 

Huflein, the grandfon of the celebrated Ifmaiel SufFvi ad- ThePcrfians 
vanced, this year, by the orders of his uncle Tamafp, emperor ^kc Kanda- 
of Perfia, and laid fiege to Kandahar. After a fharp engagement 
before the walls, with Mahummud of Kandahar, who com- 
manded in the place, as deputy of the minifter Byram, the city 
fell into the hands of the Perfians. Chizer, the Mogul gene*- 
lal in the north-weft, provinces, was, at the fame time, defeat- 
ed 
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A n D 6 5 56# CC * ^ Secunder, the fugitive Patan emperor, and obliged to fly 
to Lahore. 

The king Akbar, having received intelligence of this double difaftcc, 

jnarchei to- # ° ° 

wardsPunjab. put his army in motion, and marched towards the Indus* Se- 
cunder, who had advanced as far as Callanore, retreated upon 
the king's approach, to the fort of Mancot, which had been 
built by Selim, the late emperor. Akbar befieged Secunder, in 
that fortrefs, for the fpace of fix months: he then began to treat 
about furrendering the place, upon conditions ; and Chan Azim 
being fent into the fort to fettle the terms of capitulation, Secun- 
der proposed to that chief, to give his fon, as ^jfij^agc to the 
king, for his future obedience, if he himfelf fliould be permitted 
to retire to Bengal. This being granted, on the part of Akbar, 
Rhiman, the fon of Secunder, was, in the month of Ramzan* 
964, brought to the king, with prefents, confifting chiefly of 
elephants* Secunder was permitted to retire to Bengal, and 
Mancot was delivered up to Akbar. The king left a trufty go- 
vernor in the place, and proceeded to Lahore. 

Bynradir- Byram, the regent, being privately difgufted at favors which 

the king had conferred upon fome perfons, whom he fufpe&ed to 
be enemies to himfelf, for fome days, refufed to come to the 
royal prefence. The king, in the mean time, happened to 
# amufe himfelf with an elephant fight, and the outrageous ani- 
mals chanced to run over the tejits of Byram. The minifter im- 
mediately fufpe&ed, that this was done defignedly by the king, 
and he fent to acquaint him : " That he was forry to fee that he 
had difobligcd the king: but that, if he deferved Akbar 's dif- 
like, he would be glad to know the crime he had committed, 
that he might be the better able to make his excufc, and then, 
retire for ever from the prefence." The king was touched with 

an 
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aft imputation, which his foul abhof red; but he condefcended to A ; T D -v , 5* 6 * 
r m Hig. 964. 

acquaint Byram, that the circumftance, from which his unge- 
nerous fufpicions arofe, was a mere accident. This, however, 
did not iatisfy the minifter, who ftill continued to fufpeft that 
the king's mind was eftranged from him. 

The king* foon after this tranfaftion, marched from Lahore Hitvindiaiv* 
to Delhi. ChajaCallan* who was proud of the dignity of the 'P 01 ** ^ 
Mogul family, of which - he was defcended, and of the fignal 
fervices which he had rendered to the king, fct himfelf up to 
oppofe Byram in his ad mi nift ration. That vindidive minifter, 
to get rid of his antagonift, condemned him to death upon very 
flight pretences, which raifed great commotions ampng the om- 
rahs. The king alio exprefled his diflike of this violent pro- 
ceedings for the whole had been done without his orders. 

Upon this occafioir, high words arofe between the king and Breach be- 
his minifter y and the former, in a few days, fet out for Agra. ^ c ^ te»g. 
Though the king did not discover to any man what had pafled be- 
tween him and Byram, the caufe of his journey was no lecret at 
court. The people fided with their young king, in the quarrel, 
and the power of the minifter began to decline vifibly every day. 
The enraged Byram, ir> the mean time, endeavored to recover 
his authority by rigor andfeverity. 

Much about this time, Pier Mahummud, who had been for- He pumfhe* 
merly a retainer of Byram, was, on account ci his great abilities, of Pier M*. 
preferred to the high office pf tutor to the king. He foon en* 
grofled a confiderable (hare of the king's favor; and the pride of 
advancement began to fwell in his heart. He ufed often to make 
the nobles, who attended his farce, -to wait whole hours, and, 
at laft,. to fend them a rueflage that he could not fee them : which 
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infolent behavior gave great offence to many. Byram himfelf 
was little better treated, one day, by Mahummud; and he took it 
fo much amifs, that, by virtue of his own authority, he fent the 
tutor prifoner to Biana, from thence he banifhed him to Guzerat, 
and there (hipped him off for Mecca, to profecute his devotion. 



. The king of- 
landed. 



The king was highly offended at this proceeding, as it feemed 
to debar him from even the liberty of difpofing of his own pri- 
vate favors. The artful rainifter, perceiving Akbar's rage, pro- 
jected an expedition againft Gualier, to divert his attention to 
another obje&. That fortrefs was then in the poffeifioo of Bibil, 
one of the flaves of the emperor Selim, the fon of Shere, who 
held it for Mahummud, the late emperor of Delhi, who ftill 
kept up the imperial title in Bengal. Bibil, hearing of Akbar's 
defiga againft him, wrote to Ram Shaw, a defcendant of the 
great Raja Man Singh, that as his anceftors had been mafters of 
Gualier, and as he did not think himfelf capable to hold out tha 
place againft the king, he would put it into the pofleffion of the 
Raja for a reafonable fum. 



Gualier de- 
livered op. 



Ram Shaw, glad of the offer, immediately moved towards 
the fort : but Kika, who poffeffed an eftate from the king, in 
the neighbourhood of Gualier, raifed all his vaffals, and attack- 
ing the Indian prince, defeated and drove him into the domi- 
nions of Rana. Kika, immediately after this vidtory, returned 
and inverted the fortrefs. Bibil, feeing himfelf thus befieged, 
made overtures of capitulation. The king being informed of 
this circumftance, ordered one of his officers, with a detach- 
ment, to give Bibil the terms he required, and to feize upon the 
fortrefs. The traitor accordingly, being gratified with fome 
money and a promife of future favor, delivered up the important 
caflle of Gualier* 

la 
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In the courfe of the fame year, the Mogul captain general, the A. p. 15^6. 
noble Zeman, to wipe offfome afperfions under which he lay,' ex- A&ioiis of ' 
erted himfelf in a particular manner in the king's fervice; for he 
fubdued all the provinces near Jionpoor and Benaris, which till 
then were in the hands of the adherents of the Patan dynafty. 

Mahommed Ghori, the brother of the famous Phul, who TranfiQions 
having been firmly attached to the Mogul intereft, during the 
late fupremacy of the Patans, had fled to Guzerat, this year re- 
turned to court with his family, a^d was very^favorably receiv- 
ed by the king, who ordered Byram to provide for him in a 
manner fuitable to his dignity. Ghori, trijfting too much to 
the king's authority, negledted to pay that court to the minifter * 

which that haughty though able man expe&ed : Byram there- 
fore took every poflible means to avoid to ferve Ghori, and made 
things fo very difagreeable to him, that he left the court and re- 
tired to his old family refidence at Gualier. This being repre- 
fented to the king, revived his former difcontent againft 
Byram. The artful regent foon obferved a vifible alteration in 
the countenance of his fovereign. He therefore formed an expe- 
dition againft Malava, to turn the king's a&ive mind from the 
private politics of the court, Byram accordingly called Bahadur, 
the brother of the captain general Zeman from the province of 
Debalpbor, and gave him the command of the army deftined to 
adt againft Baz Bahadur, the Patan prince of Malava. 

The king, much about this time, went out upon a hunting Alcbar rifits 
party, and made a progrefs as far as Secundra, within forty miles Dclhu 
of Delhi, between the rivers. Mahim, his fofter-brother join- 
ed him there, and told tiim, that his mother was extremely ill 
at Delhi, and was v^ry defirous to. fee the king. He immedi- 
ately fet out for Pelbi, and the noble Ahmed, a uative of Nei- 

G g ihapoor y 
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A. p. i5j7, fhapoor, an omrah of five thoufand, who then commanded in 
the city, came out to 'meet Akbar with prefents : that omrah 
was in great perplexity how to a<ft. He was aflured, that By- 
ram would impute the king's journey to Delhi to his intrigues, 
and would not fail to get rid of him, as he had done of Mufa/ 
Beg, a chief, whom under a like pretext, he found means to 
renlove j he therefore acquainted the king of his apprehenfions, 
and begged he might*be permitted to make a pilgrimage to Mec- 
ca. The king was very much affe&ed upon hearing this re- 
queft, by obferving how formidable the power of his minifter 
was become to all his friends ; but after he had coofidered the 
many obligations under which he and his family lay to that able 
man, he could net^think of removing him : to leffen, however, 
in fome meafure, the apprehenfions of Ahmed, the king wrotfc 
to the regent that he had, of his oton accord, proceeded to Del- 
hi, and not at the iftftigatioh of iny perfon, but merely to pay 
his refpe&s to his mother ; that therefore a letter from him to 
appeafe the minds of thofe who to tic apprehenfive of his dif- 
pleafure, would be extremely heceffary. Byram returned for 
anfwer, that " he Should riever entertain refentment againft any 
whom the king was pleafed to honor with his favor/' He 
moreover fent Mahommed Seiftani and Tirdi Beg to Delhi, with 
afTurances of his loyalty and implicit obedience to the king's roy- 
al pleafure. 

A faaion ac- * n 4 ^ e mcan t ^ me » Ahmed, finding the king difpofed to pn>* 
cufea Byrim tedfc him, and to hear accufations againft Byram, gave a loofe to 

to the king. • - # ° 

his tongue one day in public againft that minifter. He was 
joined by the whole court, whom he had previoufly attached to 
his intereft. In fhort, fb many crimes were alledged againft 
Byram, particularly his defigns in favor of Abul Cafim, the foil 
of the prince Camiran, the king's coufiii german* that Akbar 

was 
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was alarmed, and thought it neceffary to curtail the regent's an- A D- " «7- 
thority. When, therefore, Mahommed and Tidri Beg arrived, 
inftead of being admitted to an audiehce, they were immediately 
imprifoned. 



at court. 



This breach between the king and Byram, is related with Tnmfraions 
Other particulars by the celebrated hiftorian Abul Fazii. One 
day at Agra, fays that great man, ont of the king's elephants in 
the rutting feafon, attacked an elephant of By ram and killed him. 
Byram, for this offence, commanded that the keeper of the royal 
elephants fhould be put to death, without giving any notice to 
the emperor. Akbar was greatly difpleafed with this piece of 
cruelty, efpecially when he found that the poor man was inno- 
cent, having loft all his command over the outrageous animal. 
Soon after, continues Abul Fazil, as Byram was taking his plea- 
sure in a barge on the river, one of the elephants, which had 
been carried down to the water, run furioufly againft the barge, 
$uid had almoft funk it, before, by the uncommon efforts of the 
rider, he was brought to obedience. The mini&er, naturally of" 
a fufpicious and unforgiving temper, imagined that thefe were 
a&ually plots laid againft his life; and he publickly petitioned 
the king to puni(h the rider of the elephant. The king, to ap- 
peafe Byram, and to remove all fufpicions, ordered that the ele- 
phant-rider fhould be fent to him, to be puniftied at difcretion. 
But Byram, either to make an example to others, or to gratify 
his refentment againft the innocent man, who might even be 
faid to have fayed his life, ordered him alfo to be put to death. 

The king was highly incenfed by thefe two inffcnees of By- 
ram's preemption and cruelty. His difpleafure became viable 
to the court; and there were not wanting many, who made it 
their bufinefs, by private infinuatiens, to encreafe his refent- 

G g t " mtfnt. 
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A Hig! # 966. 8, ment - The king, at length, came to the refolution of depriv- 
ing Byram of the reins of government, which required fomc 
delicacy in the prefent fituation of affairs. Some authors men- 
tion a fcheme fuggefted to Akbar by his nurfe *, upon this oc- 
caiion, to get poflejfion of the feals, which were in Byram's 
pofleffipn. They alfofay, that (he difcovered to him that mi- 
nifter's defign to Confine him,; whidrfhe had accidentally heard,- 
in. a conversation between Byram- and the queen-mother. ' This,, 
fay they,, was the circumftance that determined Akbar to leave 
Agra. AbulFazil mentions nothing of this affair; for that his- 
torian informs us, . with great probability, that the whole wa» 
concerted between the two omrahs Adam- and Mahim Aniga, 01* 
the part of the. young king, who now began to be tired of a tu- 
tor, and thought he was capable of a&ing for himfelf. But to 
return, from this digreffton.. ~ * 

Bymmdif- When it became public that the deputies from Byram ha& 

fer ' been imprifoned by the king, every body predicted the ruin bf 

the miriifter,. and endeavoredta (hake him off as faft as-pofiible; 
They .flockedf daily to Akbar .by. hundreds ttf.Dfclhi. That 
young prince immediately iffueda proclamation throughout the 
empire,, that he had. taken the administration upon himfelf, and 
that henceforth no orders, but his own; (hoUldtoe obeyed, By- 
ram being difmiffed from the. regency. 

Miii invades Mali, the great favorite of the emperor Humaioon, whei had 

been confined in Lahore;* having before this time found Iheans 

to efcape, went to Cumal the Gicker, and engaged him in an: 

He is defeat- expedition agaihft Catfunir&j but .they were defeated with great: 

*** daughter. Mali flying to Debalpooiv joined himfelf with Baha- 



Ttiis was (he that tbe king went to vifit at Delhi, , . 
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dur, of Seiftan, who commanded inthat province on the part of £• D - ! 5s 8 « 
Akbar, and ftirred him up to rebel: but Bahadur, repenting of 
his refolution, a quarrel enfiied between them, and Mali was 
driven towards the Indus, . From the banks of that river he fled 
to Guzerat, artd from thence to JionpoOr, from whence the 
captain* general Zeman, fetit him prifoner to Agra. He was taken ana 
condemned to perpetual imprifonment in the fort of Biana. 

Byram, finding that he had no farther hopes from the king, V arioas 
Began to form a refolution of going to Malava, to reduce that g b r a a ^ s of - 
country, and; found aa independant kingdom. To, accomplifli 
his purpofe, he proceeded to Biana, and called Bahadur and 
j9ther'omrahs„ whahad been fent upon die expedition to Malava 
,bqforehim^ But perceiving that he was deferted by thofe chiefs, 
in whom he placed his greateft. confidence, he began to defpair 
of fucceeding in that enterprize.. He, therefore, releafed Mali 
from his confinement, intending by his affi fiance, and that of 
.the captain general, who commanded at Jionpoor, to attack 

the Patans of Bepgal, and to fix himfelf in that kingdom. But 

* ■■ * 

before he had proceeded maay days oa this fcheme* he changed 
his refolution, and took the way of Nagore, with a defign to 
^make a pilgrimage to Mecca ; upon which, Bahadur, Kika, and 
many other omrahs,. who had determined to follow his fortunes, 
took leave of him. But fo irrefolute was the unfortunate Byram His irrefolute 

\ r - r * 1 r behaviour.. 

.become, at a time too whennrmneis, conltancy, and perfeverance 
were abfolutely neceflary, that, like a perfon infatuated, he had 
.no fooner reached Nagore, after having loft all* his friends, than 
he changed again his refolution of gofng to Mecca, and began to 
_aflemble troops, with a view to conquer the province of the five 
sivers, diftinguiflied by the name of Punjab. 

When 
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A tfp* f 66. f " When the king was informed of this new fcheme of Byram, 

he fent the noble Shufvini, his own preceptor, with a meflage 

Tfce king's to him to the following purpofo. " Till now our mind has been 

meflage to ° V r 

h\m. taken up with our education, and the amufements of youth, and 

it was our royal pleafure, that you fhould be refponfible for our 
empire. But as it is now our intention to govern our people, by 
our own judgment and pleafure, let our well- wither contract hi* 
fkirts from the bufinefs of the world, and retire to Mecca, with- 
out thirfting after vanity and ambition. 

Hcrefoiveito Byram, upon receiving this letter, profeffed pafiive obedieace, 
go to ccca. ^ ^ ftt ^ cn gg ng c £ fl. ate ^ elephants, banners and drums, by 

the hand of Huflcin Kulli, to the king. He then returned to 
Nagore, to prepare for Mecca, being now abandoned by all his 
friends, except Willi Beg, Ifmaiel KiiUi, Shaw Kulli, Haflei* 
Gadda, and Chaja Muziffer, the reft having joined the king. 
Among the latter, was the famous Mali, who, coming up to 
Akbar, when hunting, neglected to difmount, when he made his 
obeiiance, for which he was immediately confined. 

Repeats of Byram having proceeded on his pilgrimage as far as Bickanere, 

and levies * repented of his refolution, and returned again to Nagore, where 
he began to aflemble troops. The king being informed of that 
proceeding, marched to Jidger. Pier Mahummud, being now 
returned from his banifhment, to which he had been condemned 
by Byram, was thought a proper perfon to carry on the waragainft 
him. He was accordingly dignified with title? by the king, and 
fent with an army towards Nagore. The king, in the mean time, 
returned to Delhi, and fent orders to Monim, the governor of the 
kingdom of Cabul, to repair to court. 

Byram, 



forces. 
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Byram, upon the approach of Pier Mahummud, fet out for A ^P' '|* 9# 
Punjab, and was clofely purfued by that omrah. When he ar- HcreturDs to- 
rived at the fort of Tibberhind, he threw all his baggage into war s Qnja 
that place, which was commanded by one of his adherents, by 
name Shere; but this traitor nofooner had got Byram's effedts 
into the place, than he began to reckon upon them as his own, 
and turned out the guard Which the unfortunate minifter had fent 
to take charge of his baggage, Byram fet out from thence for 
Debalpoor, which was then governed by one of his old friends, 
Mahommed the Ufbeck. When he came near the place, he fent 
his fecretary, Muziffer AH, to wait upon him, but that ungrate- 
ful man, pretending to be affronted at Byram's requeft, confined 
the fecretary, and fent him to the king. Byram, who had con- 
ceived great hopes from his friendfhip, was aftonifhed at a beha- 
viour fo common to men in adirerfity, and fet out, in great per* 
turbation of mind, towards Jallender. - 

The king had, by this time, recalled Pier Mahummud, and Dcfafc*; 
appointed Azim to rfeduce Punjab, and to quell the rebellion of 
Byram. Azim coming up foon after with Byram, at Matchiwar- 
*ah, a battle enfued, which was maintained with great bravery 
on both fides ; Azim's line being broke by the enemy : but at 
length, feveral of Byram's principal officers being killed, he was 
defeated, and obliged to fly to the mountains of Sewalic. After 
this victory, the king appointed Chaja Hirrivi to the government 
of Delhi, by the title of the noble Afiph, and marched in perfbn 
to Lahore. When Akbar had reached Ludhana, Monifn met 
him, in his way from Cabul, and being gracioufly received, was 
honoured with the title of firft of the nobles, and made prime 
minifter of the empire. 

Thjt 
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fubmic*. 



He re'blvei 
on a pilgri- 
mage to 
Mtcc i. 



The Icing's army having advanced near the mountains of Se- 
walic, a detachment of light horfe entered the hills, where the 
Zemindars of that country, had convened in fupport of Byram 
to guard the paffes : hut they were driven from poft to poll ; 
upon which, Byram, in great diftrefs, fent his flave Jemmal to 
the prefence, to reprefent his unfortunate fituation, and to implore 
the king's mercy. Akbar immediately difpatched the omrah 
Abdulla, a native of Sultan-poor, with aflurances of his clemen- 
cy, and to bring the unhappy Byram to court. Accordingly, ia 
the month of the fecond Ribbi, he was received, at fome dif* 
tance from the camp, by a confiderable number of chiefs, whom 
the king had ordered to meet him. He was brought into the: 
prefence with every poflible mark of favor and diftindtion. When 
he appeared within fight of the king, he hung his turban round 
bis neck, and fuddenly advancing, threw himfelf, in tears, at 
the foot of the throne. The king inftantly ftretched forth his 
hand, ordered him to rife, and placed him in his former ftation, 
at the head of the omrahs. To difpel at once his uneafinefs and 
grief, the king honored him with a fplendid drefs, and fpoke to 
him after the following manner. " If the lord Byram loyes a 
military life, he fhall have the government of Calpe and Chin* 
deri, in which he may exercife his martial genius : if he chufc* 
rather to remain at court, our favor ihall not be wanting to the 
great benefadtor of our family : but fbould devotion engage the 
foul of Byram to perform a pilgrimage to Mecca, he fhall be 
efcorted in a manner fuitable to his dignity." Byram replied ; 
Cc The royal confidence and friendship for me, muft be now dir 
miniftied ; nay, they are paft the hopes of recovery. Why then 
fhould I remain in the prefence ? The clemency of the king i$ 
enough for me, and his forgivenefs for my late errors, a fuffi- 
cient reward for my former fervices. Let then the unfortunate 
Byram turn his face from this world to another, and purfue his 

pilgrimage 
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pilgrimage to Mecca." The king aflfented to his requeft, and A - D - f 5 6 °- 
ordered a proper retinue for him with 50,000 rupees a year, to 
fupport his dignity. Byram fbon after took leave of the king, 
who with a few attendants left the camp and went to Agra. 

Byram took the way of Guzerat, with an intention to proceed Takes the 
by feato Mecca. When he arrived in the fuburbs of the capital of ^ of Gozc " 
Guzerat, which was then governed by Mufi, an omrah of the 
Afgan, imperial family of Lodi, on the part of Ademad fovereign 
of the country, he was accofled by Mubarick Lohani, whofe 
father in the battle with Himu, Byram had killed. The wretch is bafdy af- 
pretended to embrace the unfufpe&ing Byram, drew a dagger an Afgaa 
and bafely ftabbed him to the heart. A mob of Afgans' fell im- 
mediately upon Byram's retinue, and plundered them. This 
murder happened on the 24th of the firft Jemmad, in the 968th 
6f the Higerah. 

Towards the clofe of the year 968, the emperor appointed Akbar fends 
Adam and his favorite tutor Pier Mahummud to command an gaina^Ma" 
army deftincd for the conqueft of Malava. Baz Bahadur, in 
whofe hands that country was then, fpent his time in luxurious 
pleafures at Saringpoor, when he was informed of the expedition 
which the Moguls meditated againft him : but the enemy had 
advanced within twenty miles of his capital, before he could pre- 
vail with hirjifelf to quit the pillows of indolence ; and then in 
the beft manner the time and his own confufion would permit, 
he prepared for adlion. But the brave Moguls upon the firfl 
onfet {hook his order of battle, and fent him with ftrcaming 
eyes and a broken heart towards Burhanpoor. 



lava. 



Adam after the vi'&ory diftributed the fpoil and the govern- The king fuf- 
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ments of Malava among his followers, referving the treafure* of trcafonabic 
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A ifc ) " *&?' ro y^ en % ns > anc * t ^ lc l a dies of the Haram for himfelf. He fent 
nothing except a few elephants to the king of what was cu (ternary 
on thofe occafions. Akbar fearing from this behaviour, that be 
entertained treafonable intentions, put the royal ftandard in mo* 
tion towards him. When the imperial enfigns appeared be- 
fore Shakeran, the governor of that fort on the part of Bas 
Bahadur, delivered it up to the kiflg. Akbar from thence madfc 
a fudden excurfion by night, and in the morning arrived before 
Saringpoor, the capital of Malava. He met Adam coming out 
with an intention to befiege Shakeran : he permitted that omrah 
to pay his reipefts, and then he carried him back to the city. 
Adam fufpetting the king's difpleafure and the caufe of his vifit, 
laid all the treafure and fpoil at his feet : he excufed himfelf by 
alledging, that he referved every thing till he (hould have the 
honour of prefenting them to Akbar in perfon. The king &w 
through his defigns, but preferring clemency to rigour, he dre^r 
the pen of forgivenefs over his crime. 



Akbar kills 
an enormous 
tygrefs. 



The king foon after returned towards Agra ; hunting one day 
on the way near Narvar, a great royal tygrefs with five young 
ones took the road before him. Akbar advanced to the animal* 
while his retinue ftood trembling with fear and aftonifhment to 
behold the event. The king having meditated his blow, fpurred 
on his horfe towards the fierce tygrefs, whofe eyes flamed with 
rage, and with one ftroke of his fabrc, cut hpr acrofs the loins 
and ftretched her dead upon the ground. The omrahs who were 
prefent, in excefs of joy, ran to kifs his royal ftirrup, and offer 
up their thanks to God for his prefervation. 



Tfaoft&ioQs 
at JioDpoor. 



The king having remained fome months at Agra, Sheri the 
fon of the late emperor Mahommed, with 40,000 horfe, advan- 
ced from Bengal to reduce the province of Jionpoor. He was 

oppofed 
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oppofed by the Mogul captain general who commanded that A ^. D - f s 61 - 
province, with 12,000 horfe, and received a total defeat. Ba- 
hadur the brother of the captain general, diftinguiflied himfelf 
in a very particular manner in this a&ion ; fo that the two bro- 
thers were efteemed the boldeft warriors of the age : but reck- 
oning too much on their fervices, they negle&ed to fend to the 
king the elephants which they had taken in the battle, which 
were always considered as royal property. The king, though he 
gave to the brothers all due praife for their valour, would by no 
means permit any violation of his laws or encroachment upon . 
his prerogative : this determined him to march towards Jionpoor, 
but when he arrived at Kurrah, the brothers, fenfible of his rc- 
fblution and their own mifbehaviour, advanced to congratulate 
him with all the fpoils which they had taken, jand other fuitable 
prefents. The king, whofe generality and clemency could be 
only equalled by his fpirit, returned all, except what belonged 
properly to the exchequer. At the fame time he gave them a 
gentle reproof for their negleft, and afterwards engaged their 
afFc&ions by his princely bounty and gracious favor. The king 
returned to Agra, and on the third day's march gave the brothers 
permiflion to go back to their government of Jionpoor. 

By the time that the king had reached Agra, Azim, governor Promotion* at 
of the provinces about the five heads of the Indus, and Adam couru 
who commanded at Malava, arrived at court according to orders, 
with fuitable prefents. The king gave the government of Malava 
to his tutor Pier Mahummud, and the office of prime minifter 
to Azim. The king after thefe tranfadtions in the year 969, 
made a progrefs to Ajmere, to vifit the fhrine of Chaja : when 
Akbar arrived at Sumbre, Birbil the Indian prince of that coun- 
try gave his daughter to him in marriage, and lifted himfelf and 
his fon Bowah Dafs, among the number of the king's omrahs. 

Hh 2 When 
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When Akbar had reached Ajmere, and had performed his devo- 
tions, he fent the prince Huflein of the imperial family of Ti- 
mur, and governor of Ajmere, to inveft the fort of Merta, which 
was in the territories of Maldeo, the unfubdued Indian prince of 
Marwar. He himfelf returned in three days and nights, with a 
retinue of fix perfons only to Agra, which was a diftance of 
more than two hundred and fixty miles. 



Huflein be- 
fieges Merta ; 



which is 
taken. 



The prince Huflein having advanced near Merta, Jig Jal and 
Dafs, who were principal men of that country, threw a detach- 
ment into the place and prepared for a fiege. Huflein inverted 
the fort, and began to carry on his approaches. In a few days 
he extended one of his mines under a baft ion, and fprung it, by 
which a practicable breach was made. He advanced in perfon 
with a felett body of troops to the aflault, while the enemy 
bravely filled the breach to oppofe him. Tho' frefli fupplies of 
troops mounted from time to time, they were fo warmly re- 
ceived, that Huflein was obliged to found a retreat, and the next 
morning he found that the breach was filled up by the Indian 
foldiers, who had continued to work, notwithftanding the fire he 
had kept up the whole night. The fiege being prolonged for 
fome months, the brave garrifon were unable to hold out longer, 
and defired to capitulate; their requeft was granted, and the 
terms were,- that they fhould march out with all their arms and 
horfes. Jig Jal according to thefe terms left all his money and 
efFcdts, and marched forth ; but Dewan Dafs, who had been 
averfe to the capitulation, collected five hundred of the garrifon 
together, and having burnt all their efFe&s, they ruflied out of 
the place. Huflein having heard of this breach of the capitu- 
lation, ordered them to be attacked, and the Rajaputs on the 
other hand fought with fuch valour, that they cut their way 
through the Mogul army with the lofs of two hundred and fifty 

of 
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of their number/ Among the (lain was Dewan Dafs, whofe A ^- ! 6 5 6f - 
head his friends carried away when they faw him mortally wound- 
ed, that* it might not fall into the hands of the enemy. Huf- 
fein after liaving poffefled himfelf of the fort, wrote an account 
of his vi&ory to the king, and was honoured with particular 
favours. 

Pier Mahummud, governor of Malava, a man of rcfolution, Traofcaioni 
and abilities, took up his refidence in Shadi-abad-mendu, and ^nc/of'Ma- 
carried on the war with Bas Bahadur with fuch fuccefs, that he lava# 
entirely poffefled himfelf of his dominions. He took the ftrong 
fort of Bijanagur, and put all the garrifon to the fword, as they 
obliged him to rifque an affault. Bas Bahadur having taken pro- 
tection under the governor of Brampoor on Ithe borders of the 
Decan, he fometimfcs by the aid of that chief, made incurfions 
into the territories of Malava, and kept the country in a ftatc of 
hoftility. Pier Mahummud was obliged to march againft Bram- 
poor, and having taken it, ordered a cruel maffacre of all the 
inhabitants, among whom was a number of philofophers and 
learned men, who refided in the place. 

Before Pier Mahummud had left this place, Bas Bahadur' hav- The Mogul 
ing prevailed upon Mubarick and Tiffil, the former the prince ^^ wn 
of Candez in the Decan, and the latter of Berar, to join him, 
advanced with a great army towards the Mogul, upon which he 
retreated to Bijanagur, his officers being all averfe to engage. 
However he refolved to halt at Bijanagur contrary to all their 
opinions, and to give battle to the enemy. He did it, but not 
being fupported by his officers, he was defeated, and being 'dis- 
mounted by a camel that attacked his horfe in crofling the rapid 
river Narbudda, he was drowned* The enemy continuing the 
purfuit, drove the Moguls from place to place, as far as Agra, 

without 
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vered. 



A. p. ic6i. w ithout being able to make one ftand before them: fo that Bis 
Malavaloft, Bahadur in the year 969, recovered his whole dominions of Ma- 
lava. The king immediately after this difafter, appointed^ Ab- 
dulla, an Ufbeck chief in his fervice, governor of Calpee, to 
carry on the war againft Bas Bahadur. Abdulla drove him. a 
fecond time out of his country among the mountains of Comil-* 
mere, and re-eftablifhed the government of the Moguls In Mindu, 
and fixed his own refidencc as fuperiritendant in that city. 



, An embafly 
from Pcrfia. 



Adambafely 
aflaffinatet 
the viaier. 



Seid Beg the fon of Mufum Beg, of the imperial family of 
SufFvi, and abfolute agent for the king of Perfia, arrived much 
about this time at the court of Agra, in the chara&er of an ant- 
baffador, with valuable prefents, and received a prefent for him- 
felf of two lacks of rupees from the king. Azim, who had 
been, fome time before, appointed to the office of vizier, had 
acquired great influence in his ministerial department. Adam, 
who commanded at the firft conqueft of Malaga, and by that 
exploit, had acquired great power in the prefence, attempted to 
bring, about the prime minifter's ruin, as fome courtiers had be* 
fore done that of the famous By ram : but the intrigues of Adam 
were difcovcred, and his calumnies reverted upon his own head. 
Stung with difappointed malice, he at lafl determined to ad the 
aflaffin himfelf. He accordingly one day in the audience cham- 
ber, while the minifter was reading the Koran, according to cuf- 
tom, (tabbed him under pretence that he took no notice of the 
falutation which Adam made him at his entrance, though he 
well knew, that at fuch a time it was not cuftomary to make or 
return any compliments. Adam after having committed the 
murder, afcended one of the terraces, and flood there in hopes 
of the king's pardon, though he might other wife have es- 
caped. 



The 
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The king who had been ailcep in the apartments of the ladies, A - D - *| 61 - 
hearing the noife that was made on this occafion, afked the Adim i9 
catife. Wbjen they informed him of; what had happened, he g£ bythc 
afofe, and without changing his fleeping drefs, went up to the 
terrace in a great rage. He was ftruck with horror when he 
faw. the blood of his minifter. Having approached the murderer 
with a fword in his hand, he drew it half out/ but refle&ing 
upon his own dignity, he returned it again into the fcabberd, and 
fternly afked the affaffin, Why have you killed my vizier ? The 
Wretch, fearing that the king was going to kill him, feized his 
hand*. -This behavioiir fo enraged Akbar, that difengaging fiim- 
jfel£ he ftruck him with- a blow of his fift, and laid him fenfelefi 
at his feet. In this rage he ordered one of his attendants to throw 
the wretch over the wall, *vhtchf was forty yards in height. Ma- 
lum Anigah, this unfortunate man's father, died with grief about 
a month ifte?, attd Monim, formerly gcKrernor of Cabul who 
was. an abetter of the aflaffination of the minifter, fled to Lahore, 
where he was feized and fent to Agra: bat as the proofs againft 
him were not fufficient to condemn him, he was acquitted by 
the king, and had afterwards the addrefs to work himfelf into 
favour. 

The king conferred all the honours and eftates of his father The Gickeri 
upon Aziz, the eldeft fon of the deceafed vizier, excepting the 
offices of the Vizarit and Vakilit *. The prince Adam, fovereign 
of thofe mountaineers called the Gickers, difturbing the peace 
of Punjab, the governors of that country were ordered to reduce 
him, and place Kummal one of the fame nation, upon the throne. 
Kummal had been once miraculoufly preferved from death. 
Selim, the late emperor of the Afgan race, ordered a prifon, 

* The Vizarit and Vakilit are often joined in the fame perfon, but the latter is 
reckoned the firft office in the empire. 
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24° 



THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN. 



A. D. 1562. 
Hig. 970. 



wherein he was at Gualier, with fome hundreds of his nation 
who had been taken prifoners, to be blown up with gunpowder. 
This was done, and Kummal was thrown to fome diftance, with- 
out receiving any confidcrable hurt. The fame year Kummal, 
by the aid of the Mogul chiefs, marched againft his countrymen 
the Gickers, reduced that fierce nation, and took their' fovereiga 
Adam prifoner. 



Rebellion of 
Huflein, 



Mali joins 
Huflein. 



Defeats the 
lmpcrialifis. 



Chaja the father of the famous Huflein, came about, this tims 
from Turkeftan to Lahore: he was there met by his fon £nd 
brought to Agra, the king himfelf going put to congratulatajrimi 
as he was of the race of Abdulla, one of the greateft faipts in 
Turkeftan. Not long after thcfe tranfadtions f Huflein, a prince 
of the ppftcrity of Timur, whom wc have often' mentioned, cither 
ftruck with madnefs, or fome unknown apprehenfions, fled, to 
Ajmere with all the forces intruded by the emperor to his care. 
This revolt occafioned great difturbances in that country, to quell 
which Huflein Kulli, the nephew of the regent Byram, was 
nominated to the government of Nagore, ; and ordered to proceed 
thither with a great force. Huflein having received intelligence 
of Kulli's march, left Ajmere in charge of one of his friends/ 
and retreated to Jalore on the frontiers of the kingdom of Gu- 
zerat. Kulli proceeded to Ajmere, and ptfflcfled himfelf of that 
place by capitulation. Mali, tlje fapious favorite of the emperor 
Humaioon, who had been releafed from his confinement upon 
promife of proceeding on a pilgrimage to Mecca, hearing of the 
rebellion of the prince Huflein on the way, returned ahd joined 
him. He marched by his command with a body of horfe to- 
wards Narnoul, and there committed hoflilities. Huflein Kulli, 
the imperial general, detached two omrahs, Ahmed and Eufoph 
againft him, while he marched in perfon againft the prince Huf- 
fein. Mali lay in ambufh for the troops which were fent againft 

him. 
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him. " They fell into the fnare and were defeated with great A jJ > - f 5 6 s- 
flaughter, the two generals being (lain in the a&ion. The king Flies to 
at that time taking the diverfion of hunting at Muttra, received 
intelligence of the defeat of his troops, and fent another army 
againft Mali. The rebel fled before the imperial forces to Pun* 
jab, and from thence to the prince Hakim, the king's brother at 
Cabul. Hakim gave to Mali his fifter in marriage, and raifed him 
to the firfl; office in that Jcingdom, for which he by that time paid 
little or no homage to Akbar. 

The ungrateful refugee, however, had not been many months Hfrvillaiayi 
in ftation, before he afpired to the kingdom of Cabul, and bafely 
aflaflinated the prince Hakim's mother, his own mother-in-law, 
who was a woman of uncommon abilities, and might with truth 
be faid to have ruled that kingdom. He then pretended to adt 
as regent for the young prince, who was ftill in his minority, with 
a view to get rid of him as foon as he could conciliate matters 
with the chiefs. In the mean time Soliman, prince of Buduch- 
(han, came againft him, and cut off the opening flower of his 
ambition, by depriving him of his life. Huflein having heard of and death, 
the retreat of Mali, fled to Ahmedabad, in Guzerat. 

The king about this time, made a progrefs towards Delhi. Ao attempt 

f againft the 

As he was pafling by the college of Anniga, a flave of the rebel king's life, 
the prince Huflein, by name Fowlad, who had been fent to af- 
faflinate the king, fixed an arrow in his bow and pointed it 
towards the fky. The royal retinue, imagining that the villain 
was going to (hoot at fome bird flying over head, gazed upward : 
he immediately lowered his aim to the king, who was at fome 
diftance upon his elephant, and let fly his arrow, which lodged 
itfelf fome inches deep in Akbar's (boulder. In a' moment a 
tboufand fwords were drawn, and' the people cut one another, 
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of Malava 
revoftes ; 



be flies to 
Guzerat. 



The king of 
Chandes, ia 
thedecan, 
fubmiu to 
Akbar. 



each anxious to kill the aflaffin, who was in a moment h^vn tc 
pieces. The furgcons being called, the arrow was, with great 
difficulty, extra&ed on the place, before all the people; the 
king not fhriftking once at the operation : in about ten days the 
wound was clofed up, Akbar returned to Agra, and foon after 
appointed Afaph, of whom we fhall make frequent mention 
hereafter, governor of Kurrah and Maneckpoor. 

The king did not reft many days at Agra, before he fet out 
for Narvar to hunt elephants. He had ordered Abdulla the Uf- 
beck, who governed for him in Malava, to fend his trained ele- 
phants to aflift in this amufement, which he negle&ed to do. 
The king was very much enraged at his difobedience, and made 
a fudden incurfion into Malava, though the periodical rains were 
at their height. Mahummud, a native of Neifhapoor, in the 
kingdom of Seiftan, governor of Saringpoor, joined the king by 
the way. When Akbar had reached Ugein, Abdulla, with all 
his forces and treafure, fled to Guzerat : the king purfued hint 
about fifty miles, with a fmall body of cavalry : the rebel flood 
his ground, and fought with fuch fuccefs, that Akbar thought 
proper to return from the purfuit to Mindu, where he furveyed 
the buildings eredted there by the imperial family of the Chilli- 
gis. While Akbar remained in that city^ mubarick, king of 
Chandez in the Decan, paid him homage^ and gave him his 
daughter in marriage. The king conferred the government of 
Malava upon one Shirra, and returned towards his capital* 
Upon the way, near the village of Sipiri, he fell in with a 
great -herd of wild elephants. He ordered his cavalry to furround 
them, and he drove them, with great difficulty, into a fold con- 
ftruded for that purpofe : one of the male elephants, of a pro- 
digious feze, finding himfelf confined, ftrode over the ditch, bore 
down the wall and the palli&does before him, and made his way 

into 
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ipto the plain. Three trained elephants were fent after himr *$&&£}*' 
he flood to fight, and before they could overcome and take him, 
he afforded very great diverfion to the king ; who was remark- 
ably fond of the boifterous contention of thofc enormous ani- 
mals. 

In the year 972, Chaja Moaziro, the brother of die fultana Trtuftfti*** 
Chuli, and hufband to the king's aunt, for fomc impropriety of 
behaviour, was thrown into prifon, where he died. The fame 
year, the old fort of Agra, which was built of brick, was de- 
molished, and the foundation of the new one of red freeftone 
laid ; and though a great and magnificent work, was finiihed in 
four years. 

By the intrigues of Abdulla, the Ufbeck, fo often mentioned^ TheUfceck 

Onnuu rebel* 
there was a report propagated, that the king, on his account, had 

taken a diflike to all the Ufbeck race, and propofed to confine all 
the chiefs of that nation who were in his fervice. This calumny 
gained fo much credit, that Secunder, and Ibrahim both Ufbecks, 
and others, who had governments about Jionpoor and Bchar, 
turned their heads from obedience, and drew over the captain 
general Zeman and his brother, the famous Bahadur, together 
with Shubiani to their party : Afaph, who held the government 
of Kurrah, on account of fome difputes with the collector of the 
king's revenues, took part in their rebellion. In a ihort time, 
their army confifted of thirty thoufand horfe, with which they 
pofleffed themfelves of all the territories near Behar and Jion- 
poor. 

News of this rebellion being brought to the king, he feemed The policy of 

, • 1 • Akbar. 

to take no notice of it. He ordered his troops to attend him on 
a hunting party towards Narvar, in the. oppofite dire&ion to the 

I i 2 enemy. 
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A. D. 1564. enemy* He accordingly employed himfelf in taking elephants 

Hig. 971. J 

for fome days ; during which time, Afherif, a fcribe, was lent 
privately to Secunder, one of the chief rebels, to endeavour to 
bring him over from his faction. Lafkar was fent with a great 
body of horfe to feize the treafures of Afaph, upon whom the 
king had a large demand, which was the fole caufe of that chiefs 
rebellion. 

Afcph'swar It feems, that when Afaph was made an omrah of five thou- 

qomof &nd> and obtained the government of Kurrah and Maneckpoor, 

Gurrah. jj e obtained permiffion of the king to fubdue a country called 

Gurrah or Katttic, lying between the provinces of Rintimpore, 

Malava, Behar and the Decan. At that time, the kingdom of 

Gurrah * was governed by a queen, whofe name was Durgetti, 

famous for Her beauty and accomplifhments : her dominions 

were about three hundred miles in length, and one hundred in 

breadth : yet fo flouriftiing was the country, that in this fmall 

. tradt, there were about feventy thoufand towns and villages well 

inhabited; which had the good fortune never to have fallen 

under the dominion of foreigners. 

Afaph, having heard of the riches of this country, difturbed 
the peaceable inhabitants, unaccuftomed to the found of war, 
with conftant depredations; he at length marched againft them 
with 'fix thoufand horfe, and about double that number of in- 
fantry. The queen, with fifteen hundred elephants, eight thou- 
fand horfe and lbme foot, prepared to oppofe him. Like a bold 
Heroine {he led on her troops to a&ion, cloathed in armour, with 
a helmet upon her head, mounted in a caftle upon an elephant, 
with her bow and quiver lying by her fide, and a burniflied lance 
in her hand. Though her troops had not been accuftomed to 

* Now part of Orifla and Bundel-cuiul. 

a&ion, 
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aAion, the love of national independence, and the example of A {J£* 5 *** 
their queen, inipired every bread with a lion's courage. Their 
eagernefs to engage, made them march in diforder towards the 
enemy, which the queen obferving, commanded them to halt, 
and forming her line a new, gave her troops ftridt orders to 
march on (lowly, as compadt as poffible, and to obferve the 
fignal to engage, when it fhould be difplayed from the elephant 
of the royal flandard. ' 

In this manner (he received the enemy, whom fhe quickly re- 
pulfed, and preffing upon them, laid fix hundred Mogul horfe- 
men dead on the field ; fhe purfued the reft till the evening, with 
great flaugh ten When night came on, the queen halted with 
her army, and gave them orders to wafh and refrefli themfclves, 
that they might be prepared for a night attack upon the enemy, 
before they could recover from their confternation. But her 
minifter, and the reft of her chiefs, lefs daring, and confequently 
lefs prudent than this heroine, oppofed this falutary meafure, 
and feditioufly infifted on returning to the field of battle to bury 
their friends. She* accordingly, returned unwillingly j and, 
after the dead were burnt, again addrefled her chiefs, and foli- 
cited them, one by one, to accompany her to ftorm the Mogul 
camp : none of them, however, had the fpirit to fecond her in 
this daring enterprize. They vainly imagined, that the enemy 
would of their own accord evacuate the country. 

The chiefs of the little kingdom of Gurrah, foon found that 
they were fatally frustrated in their hopes. Afaph, to wipe away 
the difgrace which he had fuftained the day before, and finding 
what enemy he had to deal with, advanced in the morning to- 
wards the queen, with his artillery ; which, in the preceding 
adtion, he had left behind him, on account of the badriefs of 

the 
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^P • ,J ** the roads. The queen, upon Afaph's approach, advanced to a 
- narrow pafs, and prepared to oppofc him. The Mogul, fcouring 
the pafs with his artillery, foon opened to himfelf a way into the 
plain beyond it, where the queen's army was drawn up in order 
of battle. The prince Bi4r, the queen's fon, a youth of great 
hopes, as foon as the Moguls came into the plain, made a refo- 
lutc charge, and exhibited prodigies of valour. He repulfed the 
enemy twice, but in the third attack, being wounded, he became 
faint with lofs of blood. When he was juft falling from his 
horfe, his mother, who was mounted on an elephant in the front 
of the battle, obferved her fon ready to expire. She immedi- 
ately called to fome of her people to carry him back to the rear ; 
many of them accordingly crowded around him, fome with a 
friendly intention to ferve him, but more to have an opportunity 
to quit the field. The lofs of the prince, in fliort, together with 
the retreat of fo many with his perfon, ftruck a pannic into the 
reft,fo that the unfortunate queen was left only with three hundred 
men in the field. Durgetti, however, feemed no ways afFedted 
by her defperate fituation ; fhe flood her ground with her former 
fortitude, till (he received an arrow in her eye ; fhe endeavoured 
to extricate it from the wound, but as fhe tugged it, part of the 
fteel broke fhort, and remained behind. In the mean time, 
another arrow pafled through her neck, which fhe alfo drew out, 
but nature finking under the pain, a dimnefs fwam before her 
eyes, and fhe began to nod from fide to fide of the howdar *. 
She, however, recovered from her fainting by degrees i and a 
brave officer of her houfhoid, by name Adhar, who drove her 
elephant, fingly repulfed numbers of the enemy whitherfoever 
he turned the outragious animal. He begged permifiion, as the 
day was now irretrievable, to carry the queen from the field. 
She rejected the propofal with a noble difdain : « It is true, faid 

* A wooden tower on the back of the elephant. 

flie, 
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flie, we arc overcome in war, but fliaU we ever be vanquished in A - P- ! 5 6 4* 

honor ? Shall we, for the fake of a lingering ignominious life, 

lofe that reputation and virtue which we have been fo folicitous 

to acquire ? No : let your gratitude now repay that fervice for 

which I lifted up your head, and which I now require at yotfr 

your hands, Hafte, I fay ; let your dagger (ave me from the crime 

of putting a period to my own exiftence." 

Adhar burft into tears, and begged, that as the elephant was 
fwift of foot, he might be permitted to leave the field, and carry 
her to a place of fafety. In the mean time, the queen, finding 
that the enemy crowded faft around her, and that flie muft be 
taken prifbner, fuddenly leaning forward, feized the dagger of 
Adhar, and plunging it into her bofom, expired. The death of 
the queen, rendered Afaph's vi&ory compleat. Six Indian chiefs, 
upon their elephants, ftill flood firm : and aftiamed of being out- 
done by a woman, dedicated their lives to revenge the death of 
the queep. 

Afaph, a few days after this battle, laid fiege to tjhte fortrefs of 
Jora, where all the treasures of this noble family had been for 
ten generations depofited. The hopes of gain rendered the Mo- 
guls defperate \ they begun to attack the fort with uncommon 
refolution, til! the place was taken. The young prince, now a 
little recovered from his wounds, bravely exerted what little 
ftrength he had left, loft his life in defence of his independence 
and kingdom. The unfortunate garrifon, according to their 
barbarous cuftom, had performed the joar *. This dreadful ce- 
remony was performed after this manner: ahoufe was filled with 
wood, ftraw and oil ; the unfortunate vi&ims were forced in, and 

# The joar, h a general otaflacre tf the womtn and children. 

fire 
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A. p. 1564. fi rc f ct t0 the horrid pile. When the bloody conquerors, who 
had brought this dreadful calamity upon the miferable Indians, 
entered the place, they found two women ftill alive, and untouched 
by the flames ; one of them was called Camelawilli; the fifter 
of the deceafed queen, and the other the daughter of the Indian 
prince of Biragur, who had been brought to be efpoufed by the 
young but unfortunate prince of Gurrah. Thefe two ladies were 
referved by Afaph, for the king. The riches of the fortrefs of 
Jora, in gold, filver, jewels and precious efFe&s were invaluable ; 
of gold alone, there were found, in one treafury, one hundred 
and one chefts of mhers. When Afaph had glutted his avarice 
and ambition with the treafurc and blood of this brave, though 
peaceable family, he took up his refidencc in that country. His 
view was to maintain his conqueft again ft the king; and he, 
therefore, did not return to his government of Kurrah. That 
avarice, which prompted him to this public robbery, prevented 
him from prefenting the king with his part of the plunder. Out 
of a thoufand elephants, which he had taken, though all fhould 
fall to the fhare of the king, he fent him only two hundred of 
the worft, and fent no part of the jewels and treafure. It was 
therefore this juft demand which the king had upon Afaph, that 
made that ambitious Qmrah join in rebellion with the difafFeded 
Ufl>eck chiefs, 



The king The king having found that his general Lalkar could effedl 

againftAfrph, nothing againft Afaph, he determined to march in perfon into 
4turns. an Gurrah. Having therefore left Narvar, he continued his rout 
for fome days towards Gurrah. Akbar being feized with a fever 
on account of the heat, which in that fandy foil was excefiive, 
he returned to Agra, difpatched Shahim Sellaori,Biddai, Amin, and 
other omrahs, againft Secunder the Ufbeck, by whom they were 
defeated, and the two laft taken prifoners. The king apprized 

of 
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of this difafter, fentMonim, who had been dignified with the A h£ J 7 5 J* 
title of firft of the nobles, with an army fome days journey in 
front, and in the month of Shawal 973, followed in perfon with 
all the forces he could raife. 

When the king had arrived at Kinnoge, he feledted a body of ^JJj 
horfe, and made an excurfion towards Lucknow, the capital of againft 
the province of Oud, to furprize Secunder, the rebellious Uflbeck, 
who was in that place : but the rebel being informed of the 
emperor's approach, evacuated Lucknow, and fled to his aflbciate 
intreafon, Zeman, the captain general, with whom he crofled 
the Ganges. The king proceeding to Jionpoor, Afaph fued for m *J 
pardon, and by the mediation of the noble Mudgenu, was ad- 
mitted to the prefence, and again reftored to favor, upon fettling 
his accounts concerning the plunder of Gurrah. A few days 
after his fubmiflion, Afaph was detached with five thoufand 
chofen horfe, againft the enemy. He came to the ferry of Nir- 
hin, and was oppofed in croffing the river, but inftead of making 
any difpofitions to gain the paflage, he fat down and pafled the His mifceh*. 
time in riot and foolifli negociations, for which he had no au- 
thority. The king being informed of his negligence, ftripped 
him of his eftate. Afeph with his brother, relinguifhed his and flight to 
troops, and fet out with great expedition to Gurrah. 



Gurrah. 



The king fent his general Monim, to take charge of the army Motion* of 
which Afaph had forfaken ; and the rebels in the mean time, th - c rcbc *' 
under Secunder and Bahadur, crofled the Jumna, and raifed dis- 
turbances in the provinces between the rivers, while the captain 
general oppofed the Imperial army at the Ganges. The king 
being informed of thefe motions, detached Bidda and other 
omrahs, under the command of the Amir Ulluck, t9 flop the 

Kk progrefs 
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progrefs of Bahadur ; but in the mean time Zeman the captain- 
general repenting of his drfloyalty, font a number of elephants 
and other prefents to the king, and Monim interceding for his 
pardon, Akbar was prevailed upon to receive him into favor,, 
and draw the pen of oblivion over his crimes. He confirmed 
him in all his eftates and honors, which he bad forfeited by his 
rebellion.. 



The Imperial 
army under 
Ui Muluck 
overthrown 
by Che rebels. 



Ut Muluck having come up with Secunder and Bahadur, was 
upon the point of engaging them, when he received a letter fronto 
Bahadur, acquainting him that his brother Zeman, had fent h» 
mother with prefents to the king to intercede for pardon,, and 
therefore that he would be glad to avoid extremities,, till he heard' 
the confequence of that negociation. Muluck, who had heard' 
BOthing of this matter, thinking it to be a political fetch to gain 
time or lull him to fecu*ity, paid no regard to it, but drew oat 
in order* of battle. Secunder who commanded the van of the 
*ebel army, made the bed difpofition the time would permit to 
receive him* but was obliged to retreat with great lofc towards 
the body of the arn>y, which by this time was formed by Ba- 
hadur. The Imperklifts, who from the flight of Secunder,* con<- 
eluded the vi&oiy already tbeir own,, purfiiing in an irregular 
manner, were received fo warmly by Bahadur, that they were 
repulfed in turn,, and would never more fhew their face to the 
purfuers,. (o that the rebels gained a compleat vi&or.y and great 
fpoil. The Imperial general fled with the fcattesed remains of 
his army to Kinnoge* 



Zeman 
again rebels. 



Akbar in the mean time as peace was concluded with Zem«v 
went to take a view of the fortifications of Chinar and the city 
of Benaris- When the news of the late defeat of the Imperia- 
lifts arrived in the royal camp, Zeman, though fo lately pardoned, 

iMting 
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being deftitute of every principle of gratitude, loyalty and ho- *&; JlJ* 
nor, again deferted and took pofleflion of Ghazipoor and the* 
adjacent territories. The king enraged at this bafencfi, flew into* 
a violent paflion with his general Monim, by whofe mediation 
he had pardoned Zeman. He immediately ordered the captain 
general's mother to be confined, and with all expedition marched 
towards the traitor, who upon his approach fled to the hills* Tfcc rebdi 

r rr ukcjionpoor, 

Bahadur taking advantage of the king's abfence from Jionpoor, 
entered that place, and took the citadel by efcalade, where he 
releafed his mother, and confined Afherif the imperial governor, 
with all the principle perfons in the garrifon. 

The king hearing of the taking of Jionpoor, gave over the which u re- 
purfuit of Zeman, and returning towards that city, iflued out king, 
orders to ail the viceroys of the provinces to join him with all 
their forces* Upon Akbar's approach, Bahadur evacuated Jion- 
poor, and fled towards Benaris. The rebel Zeman now feeing 
fuch preparations againft him, in all the provinces which remained 
firm in their allegiance, began again to defpair of fuccefs, and 
had the confidence to addreft the king a fecond time for pardon, Zeman par. 

* doned a (t- 

which by a ftrange pcrverfion of policy, and an unjuftifiable ad: coad time. 

of clemency, or rather weaknefs in the king, he obtained, as 

well' as a confirmation of all his eftates and honors. The king 

after paffing his royal word for all thefe favours, ordered Zeman 

to come to court : but the traitor excufed himfelf, by pretending 

that fhame for his paft offences would not permit him to appear 

in the prefence, till time (hould erafe his behaviour from his 

majefty's mind ; that as foon as the king (hould return to Agra, 

both he and his brother Bahadur, would accept the honor which 

the royal benevolence intended to confer upon them. 

Kka & 
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A. p. 1566. It furprizes, it even dtfgufts the friends of the memory of the 

The kifiK'i renowned Akbar, to find that he fhould admit of this excufe, or 

wcakDcfs. tm ft t0 fa oal j 1 f a man already perjured : but the fincere 

mind of Akbar, could not fufpeft in others that bafenefs which 

was a ftranger to his own foul. He returned to Agra, and left 

this fnake to collect frefh poifon. When Akbar had arrived at 

Agra, he fent Mendi with four thoufand horfe, to drive Afaph 

% * out of his government of Gurrah, which he had ftill in his pof- 

feflion. 



Zeman again Zeman, as might have been forefeen, took this opportunity to 
ftrengthen his party. Treafon ftill fermented in fecret within 
his foul, and he invited Afaph to join him. Afaph accepted of 
the propofal, and left Gurrah in pofleflion of his friend and de- 
pendant Caflim. Zeman in the mean time forgetting his oath to 
wait on the king at Agra, during fix months maintained himfelf 
in a princely independance over all the eaftern provinces. Afaph, 
who had by this time joined him, finding himfelf negle&ed and 
treated with contempt, fled to Kurrah his original Jagier, was 
purfued by Bahadur, defeated and taken prifoner. In the mean 
time Afaph's brother, vizier Chan, who had efcaped in the a&ion, 
rallied the troops, and returning, furprized the conquerors, and 
refcued Afaph out of their hands. The brothers then fell upon 
Kurrah, and pofieffed themfelves of that country. 

An embafy An ambaffador about this time, arrived from the prince Hakim 

.' the king's brother,' who governed Cabul, acquainting him, that 
their coufin Soliman of Buduchfhan, ever fince he had defeated 
and killed Mali, continued to read the Chutba of Cabul in his 
. own name ; that he had appointed Mirza Sultan to a<St in that 
city in his behalf, which had obliged Hakim to expel him from 
that office $ for which affront Solium was again preparing to 

invade 
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ihVade Cabul: he therefore e&rneftly entreated Akbar's aid to A - D - l S 66 * 

¥ Hig. 974. 

oppofehim. 

The king fearing more from the encroachments of his northern The king if- 
enemies, than from the foft fons of the eaftern provinces, im- a id his bro- 
mediately ordered the governors of the countries about the five thcratCabo * 
heads of the Indus, and the noble Kulli viceroy of Moultan, to 
aflift Hakim, as foon as ever they (hould be certain of the ene- 
mies attempts upon Cabul. Feredoon of Cabul who was one of 
the king's omrahs, was alfo fent from the prefence with what 
troops he retained in pay to fuccour Hakim: but before the 
royal orders arrived either at Punjab or Moultan, and confequently 
long before any fuccours could reach Cabul, Soliman had in- 
verted that city. Hakim evacuated it in a few days and retreated 
to the Nilab, one of the branches of the Indus, where he met 
Feredoon coming to his affiftance. This treacherous oimrah, 
propofed to Hakim to feize upon Lahore, affuring him that Akbar 
was in no condition to oppofe him, being involved in a war with 
the Ufbeck rebels, who had pofleffed themfclves of all the eaftern 
provinces : that after he fhould, be poffefled of that rich and 
powerful province, he would find little difficulty in driving Soli- 
man out of CabuL 

The unprincipled and weak Hakim infenfible of the bafenefs HikimWe* 
of this projedt, ungratefully began to take meafures to put it in iSotu * 
execution, and marched to Lahore in conjun&ion with Feredoon* 
Hakim's defign upon Lahore being noifed abroad, the omrahs of 
the provinces of the five rivers, particularly Cattub Anniga, and 
Pier Mahummud, threw all their forces int6 the city, ahd pre- 
pared for a vigorous defence. Hakim fat doWn before the place, BeftgtsUut 
and ufed every art and perfuafion to bring over thofe omrahs to aly ' 
his intereft, but without efFedh 

The 
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I *&*& The king enraged as well as alarmed at this rebellion, laid 
The king afide his intended expedition again ft the Ufbecks, and turned 
w^Ubore. ^ii arms towar ^ s Lahore. He began his march towards that city 
<m the 14th of the firft Jemmad 974, leaving Agra under the 
government of his faithful general Monim. Akbar iiaving ar- 
rived at Sirhind, the news of his approach reached Lahore. The 
citizens immediately began to beat their drums, to found their 
trumpets, and to make every demonftration of joy. This unufual 
noife waked Hakim, who was afleep in his tent : he afked the 
meaning of that uproar, and was told that the king was come 
expeditiously from Agra. Hakim believing that the king waft 
already at his heels, mounted his horfe without delay, and 
retreated precipitately Ivith his cavalry towards Cabul: 
he came very opportunately to that city, and took it by fur- 
prize. Soliman having retired to Buduchihan during the winter* 
The king in the mean time advanced to Lahore, where he. 
fpent a few days in hunting: he then fent back Mudgenu to 
pofiefs himfelf of Kurrah and Manneckpoor, which Afaph had 
feized. Much about this time the fons of Mirza Sultan gover- 
nor of Simbol, rofe in rebellion. This infurre&ion was cruihed 
in the bud by the other Mogul chiefs who were pofleffed of es- 
tates in the adjacent territories. The young rebels were defeated 
and driven towards Malava. They however pofleffed themfelves 
of, that country without much oppofition, there being at that 
time no imperial forces in that province. Mirza Sultan upon 
account of the rebellion of his fons, was feized and imprifoned 
in Biana, where he foon after died. 

Tke kTig The Ufbeck rebellious chiefs, ia the eaftern provinces, im* 

Buurclm a* 

«fa&theUf- proved the king's abfence to their own advantage, and extended 
Beck maraiu. tfeeir conquefts on ft n fa^ f -j^ obliged the king to ceturn to 

Agra, 



i 

V 



AKBAR. «5£ 

Agra, Wore which city he ordered all his forces from the pro- A yP' **^ 
vinces to rendezvous. Be was in a few weeks ready to take the 
field againft the rebels, with two thoufand elephants and above 
a hundred thoufand borfe. The rebellious captain gfcneyd At 
that time befieging Eufoph in the fort of Sherigur, hearing of 
the king's approach, retreated to Kurrah, in which place his 
brother Bahadur had inverted Mudgenu the imperial general. 
The king clofely purftred Zeman, but when he had reached Rai- 
barrili,. he heard that the rebel was crofling the Ganges, with 
an intention to march to Malava, and join the fons of Mirza 
Sultan, who had poffefled themfelves of that province, or to 
make an alliance with the king of the Decani 

The kinghaffened his march and arrived, at the ferry of Man-. The king 
aeckpoor in the evening. No boats could be procured, and S^Siimi* 
Akbar impatient to engage the rebels, mounted his elephant, 
and 1 contrary to the advice of all his omrahe, took the fiver 
which was then very deep, and had the good fortune to pafs 
ever in fefety : one hundred horfe plunged into the ftream and 
ftvam after the king. Akbar in the morning came before the 
enemies camp with his hundred Jhorfe, and Mndgenu and Aikph 
joined him immediately with all the garriion of Kurrah. 

The enemy not fufpefting that the king would attempt to Be comes be^ 
Grafs the river without his army, had fpent the night in feftivjtyt wity. 
and could hardly believe their fenfes, when they heard the royal 
drums beating. the imperial march. They at, length in the ut* 
moft confufion began to form their line, but before they were in- 
compleat order, Akbar charged them with great violence : Baba 
Chan at the head of the king's light fcouts, penetrated through' 
die camp of the rebels as far as the tents of Zeman r where he 
was repulfed by BahaduiV and driven Hback with precipitation 

among 
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A.D. 1566, among the king's ranks, which occafioned fome diforder among 
the files of Mudgenu. Bahadur in the mean time turned to- 
wards the center, where the king commanded in perfon : Akbar 
obferving him, came down from his elephant, and mounting a 
horfe, prefled towards him ; but by this time an arrow having 
killed Bahadur's horfe, he was obliged to retreat on foot, among 
his own troops. The king immediately commanded his few 
elephants to advance : thofe animals engaging furioufly with thofe 
of the enemy, killed fome of them upon the fpot, and drove 
back the reft among their own ranks. 

The rebels Zeman encouraging his men, ftill continued the a&ion with 

thrown. * * great bravery, till his horfe having received two wounds, he was 
obliged to quit him, and while he was mounting another, he 
was trodden to death by an elephant. The rebels now fell into 
confufion : diftrafted for want of orders, they turned their face 
to flight. Bahadur was taken prifoner, and carried before the 
king : What evil had I done to you, faid Akbar, thus to provoke 
you to draw the fword of treafon againft me ? He ordered that 
particular care fhbuld be taken of Bahadur; but fome of the 
omrahs, as foon as the king's back was turned, fearing that his 
clemency would pardon that confammate rebel, prevented it by 
putting him immediately to the fword. Akbar, though it is 
highly probable that he would have forgiven Bahadur, made no 
inquiries concerning his death. The heads of the brothers were 
fent to Punjab and Cabul. Alii Beg the Ufbeck, Ear Alii, 
Mirza Beg, Cufal Beg, and Amir Shaw, a native of Buduch- 
fhan, all rebel chiefs, were alfo taken prifoners and carried by 
the king to Jionpoor, where they were trodden to death by ele- 
phants. This decifive adtion happened upon the firft of Zi- 
hidge 974, and is an inftance of the daring intrepidity of the 
renowned Akbar. 

The 
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The government of Kurrah was conferred upon the faithful A ^- M 6 *- 
Monim, known by the title of firft of the nobles, and foon after g^n,^ f 
Secunder the Ufbeck, who was befieged in the fort of Jud, fled **eafc 
to Gorricpoor. The rebellion of the Ufbecks being thus quafhed, 
and the peace of the eaftern provinces reftored, the king in the 
month of Mohirrim 975, returned in triumph to Agra. 

During the rebellion of the chiefs of the Ufbeck Tartars in Akbar 
the fervice of India, the Raja, Udai Singh had taken great ad- Malava. 
vantage of Akbar's diftrefs. This determined the emperor with- 
out remaining long at Agra, to march againft that Indian prince. 
Having arrived before the fort of Suifoob, the governor evacuated 
the place and retreated to his mafter Surjun the Hindoo prince of 
Rintimpore. Akbar left a garrifon in Suifoob, and proceeded to 
the fort of Kakeran, on the frontiers of Malava. The fons of 
Sultan Mirza, who had poflefled themfelves of tyindu, hearing 
of the emperor's progrefs f were greatly perplexed. To compjeat 
their misfortunes, Ali Mirza their great friend and counfellor 
died at that time, and his adherents fled with precipitation to- 
wards the kingdom of Guzerat. 

The king left Malava under the charge of Ahmed of Nefha- The king in. 
poor, and marched from Kakeran to expel the Indiart prince . i> 

from Chitor. The Raja left eight thbufand difciplined Rajap uts, 
with a great ftore of provifions in the fort of Chitor, which is 
built on a mountain, and retired himfelf with his family to an 
inacceflible place. The king immediately invefted Chitor, and 
fct five thoufand pioneers to work in throwing up. trbnehes,. and 
carrying on approaches to the place. WheA he had' completed 
two batteries, and carried two mines under different baftions, he 
endeavoured to fpring them at once : but one. o£ them, going off 
before the other, blew up one of the fraftions and macje a pra<3a ? 

LI cable 
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A H?; J* 6 * " cable breach. Two thoufand men who were prepared to ftormv 
advanced immediately, upon a fuppofition that both of the mine* 
had been /prung. They divided into two bodies in order ta enter 
at once both breaches : one of "the parties advancing near the 
ba&ion, perceived that the mine had not been fprung, but before 
they could retreat it blew up, and killed above five hundred of 
the Moguls, and about double that number of the enemy who 
were crouded on the baftion* Among the latter were fifteen 
chiefs of diftindion. The explofion (b terrified thofe who were 
entering the breach,, that they retreated in the utmoft confternar- 
tion. 

Thefcingkilis Another mine was Immediately carried on by the king,. But 

§[ CtttDiv as he was one day (landing ia one of the batteries, he perceived 

Jeimalt the governor of the place, very affiduous in filling up the 

breaches, and giving orders for the defence : the king immedi* 

ately called for afuzee* and took fo good an aim that he lodged 

the batt in JeimaTs forehead, and laid bim dead on the fpot. The 

fpirit of the befieged fell with their chief, and in the utmoft 

/ defpair,. they performed the horrid ceremony of the Joar, put 

all their wives and children to the fword, and burned their bodies 

with that of their governor,, on a prodigious funeral pile. The 

-y^ Imperial army perceived what was going on by the light of the 

fttrmtd* flre : . they advanced under the cover of night to the breach,, which. 

they found abandoned* fh that they entered the place without 

eppofition. It was day-light before a number fufficient to attack 

the enemy could enter ^ then* the king inr perfon led on his men* 

tod the unfortunate gawrifon devoting themfelves to death, had 

retired to their temples. Akbar perceiving that he muft lofc a* 

great number of his troops in- cafe of a clofe attack, ordered a. 

diftant fire to be kept up upon the «fc%ecate Rajaputs,, tilk he had 

introduced three hundred elephant* of war, *&*& k* hninedt- 

ately 
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ately ordered to advance to tread them to death. The fcene be- A - P- •**** 
came now too {hocking to be defcribed. Brave men rendered a drctdM 
more valiant by defpair* crouded around the elephants, feized fl *°t ktor * 
them even by the tufks, and inflifted upon them unavailing wounds. 
The terrible animals trode the Indians like grafshoppers under 
their feet, or winding them in their powerful trunks, toflcd therit 
aloft into the air, or daflied them againft the walls and pave- • 
ments. Of the garrifon, which confifted of eight thoufand Sol- 
diers and of forty thoufand inhabitants, thirty thoufand were 
(lain, and the moil of the reft taken prifoners. A few efcapcd 
in the confulion, by tying their own children like captives, and 
driving them through the king's camp. They by this means 
pafled undifcovcred, being taken for fome of the followers of the 
camp. 

The government of the ftrong fort of Chitor was given to The king 
Afaph Hirrivi, and the king returned towards his capital. Ofl fr ma g tyge?. 
the way a tyger happened to be roufed before him : he gave orders 
that nobody fhould touch him, and riding forward himfelf, he 
began to wound him with arrows. The terrible animal ftood 
growling on a rifing ground near the king, and being enraged by 
his wounds, he ran dire&ly towards Akbar, who flood to receive 
him with his lance. One of his attendants named Adil, fearing 
the confequence, rufhed between Akbar and' the tyger, and 
aimed a fortunate blow at the animal, but he himfelf was toflcd 
under his paws, and would have in * moment expired, had not 
feme others rufhed to his a&flanee, and given the tyger a deadly 
wound, which both laved the kktg and Adil from imminent 
danger. 

Akbar having arrived at Agra, received advices that Ibrahim piftnrbancef 
Huflein and Mahommed, had invoked from Zingts prince jSl™ 1 

LU of 



«6o 



THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN. 



A. D. 156/. 
Hig. 975* 



of Guzerat, and were again returned to Malava, having com- 
menced hoftilities with the fiege of Ugein. The king difpatched 
Killich of India and Kifvini to expel them. Upon the approach 
of this army, the two Huffeins raifed the fiege, and retreating 
precipitately to the Nirbudda, crofled that river and fled again. 
towards Guzerat. 



Akbar invefU 
Rintifliporc. 



In the month of Regib, in the year 976, the king marched 
from Agra with an intention to reduce Rintimporc, where the 
Indian prince Surjan, who had bought that ftrong fort from 
Hujaz one of the dependants of tKe late emperor Selim, pre- 
pared to defend himfelf to the laft extremity. On the 22d of 
Ramzan 976, the king inverted the place, and having property 
reconnoitered it, ordered a great battery to be conftrudted on ary' 
adjoining hill, called Rin : he with great difficulty dragged up 
his heavy artillery to this einincnce; two^ of the pieces being 
capable to receive a flone ball of fix or feven maunds, or one o£ 
iron of thirty maunds *. In a few days a part of the wall and 
a greaj number of .the houfes \vere laid in ruins, and at the en* 
of the month the garrifon driyen to. difficulties, ibiicited. to ca- 
pitulate. The cpnditioas; prepofed- by them were, to have the 

liberty of retirjng;ujiipol<?fl:jC.d». leaving all their wealth and effe&s* 
to the king. . Thefe teirrpp .were, accordingly accepted, and the 

king took pofleffion of. Rimirppore,. 



Returns to 
Agra. 



Akbar after, this conqueft made a pilgrimage to the fhrine of 

CHaja Moin at Ajmere, and fromr thence returned to Agra. Fronr 

that city hewerit to vifit the learned and venerable Selim in the 

village of Sikri : he queftioned him according to the ceremonies* 

and was told, it is faid, that he would foon have iflue that would 

• The fizc of thefe guns might be reckoned incredible, did there not remain to 
this day inJndia pjeocs of a&e*tr*ocdinary a.bort: particularly one atArtot, and 
another at Dacca* 

live 
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live and profper ; all the children which were born to him be- A - D - l S 6 9* 

fore that time, dying in their infancy. Soon after, the favourite a fon born t<* 

Sultana became pregnant, and upon the 17th of the firft Ribbi, th « kin g- 

in the year 977, flie was brought to bed of a fon, who was 

named Selim. Upon this occafion the king published an adt 

of grace to all prifoners, and ordered a day of thankfgiving 

to the Almighty: foon after he performed a vow of pilgrimage 

on foot, to the (hrine of Chaja Moin at Ajmere, with his whole 

army in the proceflion, then returning by the way of Delhi, the 

king near that city took the diverfion of the chacc 

The Indian prince Ram Chund, who had poflefllon- of the Calling* fur* 
ftrongfort of Callinger, which he had taken from the dependants 
of the emperor Selim, hearing about this time, that the king 
meditated an expedition againft him; fearing the fate of Rin- 
timpore and Chitor, made terms for the delivery of the place, 
which was accordingly put into the hands of the king. Upon 
the third of Mohirrim 978, the king had another fon born to 
turn in the houfe of the venerable Selim *, whom he called Mu~ 
rad. He upon this account made another pilgrimage to- Ajmere* 
and ordered the town to be fortified with a ftone walk The 
emperor from thence proceeded to Nagore, where Chunderfeirv 
the fon of Maldeo, and the Indian prince of Bicanere, came out 
ta meet him with valuable prefents. The latter prefented the 
king with his beautiful daughter, Akbar from Nagore matched 
tq the town of Ajodin, and vifiting the tomb of the celebrated 
poet and philpfbpher Ferid Shukurgunge, proceeded to Debal- 
poor, where Koka who was in pofleflion of that place, prefentecf 
him with a large fum of money. The king from thence paflect 
to Lahore, where Huflein a Turkuman chief, governor of that 

• It feems the king had left forac of his beautiful miftrefles in the houfe of Shecfc 
Selim, to receive the benefit of the prayers of that holy man. 

city 
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A. p. 1570. city and province, came alfo out to meet him in the fame manner 
with great prefents. 



Akbamtumj On the firft of Siffer 979, the emperor left Lahore, and re- 
turned by the way of Firofa to Ajmere, and from thence pro- 
ceeded to Agra. Secunder the famous rebel, and only one re- 
maining of the Uflbecks chiefs/ who had revolted, having long 
lurked about the woods of Bengal, and committed ravages on 
the inhabitants, was about this time feized by Monim, governor 
of Jionpoor, and fent to the king, who according to his ufual 
clemency pardoned him* 

Thekfaig l&- The king efteeming the village of Sikri, fortunate to him, as 

V&QCS tuC 

kingdom of two fons were born to him there, by the means of the prayers 

G'UZCTilta 

of the faints with whom he left his favorite miftrefles ; he ordered 
the foundation of a city to be laid there, which after the con- 
queft of Guzerat, he called the city of vidtory. In the year 980, 
the kingdom of Guzerat being torn to pieces by inteftine divi- 
fions, Akbar feized upon that opportunity to declare war againft 
it. He therefore marched to Ajmere under pretence of a pilgri- 
mage, and from that place detached his general Callan before 
him towards Guzerat. The king followed at fome diftancc with 
the main body of the army. Akbar in his way appointed the 
Indian prince Singh, to the government of Joelpoor, the refidence 
of Raja Maldeo, whom on account of fome mifdemeanor he de- 
pofed. When the emperor arrived at Nagore, he received advices 
of the birth of another fon, on the 2d of fecond Jemmad, in 
the houfe of die holy and venerable Danial, whom he with great 
propriety called Danial, as it was to the faint's prayers no doubt 
He owed this piece of good fortune *. 

• One might be tempted to think, that as Akbar left his wives in charge of the 
Saints of Sikri, he owed fome of his fons to more than the prayers of thofe hoij per- 
fens: it being the opinion of the Mahommedan doftors, as well as of feme grave 
divines among ourfelves, that prayer is more effectual when the means are ufed. 

Tkc 
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The king appearing with his army on the confines of Guzrerat, A - D ' J 57 2 * 
Shere, anomrah of diftin&ion who defended the frontiers, aban- which fab- 
doned his poll: and fled with precipitation. The king took im- "blow! 1 °°* 
mediate poficflion of the city of Pattan, and gave the govern- 
ment of k to Ahmed, one of the race called Seids, or defendants 
of the prophet. He from that place moved his ftandard of 
viftory towards Ahmed-abad ; but before he had marched two? 
f!ages> Muzififer the king of Guzerat came to meet him, and 
without a blow, furrendered his kingdom into his royal and vic- 
torious hands, fo that the king entered Ahmed-abad, the capital 
of Guzerat, in as peaceable a manner,, as if he had been entering 
Agra. To account for this it may not be improper to fay fome- 
thing concerning the (late of Guzerat at that period. 

Mamood' defcended of a Patan family, the late king of Gu~ Thrftateof 
aerat, having fometimc, before this event, died, his nobles, par- Gtt * cra ^ 
ticularly A&emad and Amad, who poflfeffed all the power of thef 
government during the minority of the prince Ahmed, the foa 
and fucceflbr of Mamood, finding him begin* to think for him-* 
felf, were unwilling to* part with their power, and found means 
privately to make away with him : but to keep up the appear-- 
ance of loyalty, they raifed a child of doubtful birth to the 
throne, on whom they impofed the name of die king Muziffer r 
and divided the kingdom among themfelvcs in the following 
manner. Ahmed-abad, Cambait, and fbme other provinces, were 
pofleffed by A (ft em ad; Anduka, Doluc, and fbme other countries,, 
fry Juil the grandfon of Mubarick ; Surat, Biroge* Birod and 
Japanier, by the noble Zingis, fon of the co-regent Amad, white 
other nobles who had influence in the ftate, had the reft of tho 
kingdom partioned among them. The nominal king Muziffei 
was in the mean time cooped up by Atftemad in Ahmed-abad ; 
during this oligarchy,, the government became very oppreflive, 
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A. p. i$7*« by continual wars and civil diffentions. This made the unhappy 
Iiig. 980. J rr/ 

people of Guzerat turn their eyes towards Akbar, to relieve them 
from their petty tyrants, who like vultures, gnawed the bowels 
of their country. The eafy conqueft ,of Guzerat was therefore 
no ways furprizing, as the nominal king tired of his fituation, 
hoped more from the favor of a foreign prince, than from his 
own faftious and independant nobles. 

Akbar'stranf- But to return from this digreffion. The fecond day after the 
cfazenu? king's entrance into Ahmed-abad, he was waited upon by the 
principal nobles of Guzerat, who haftened to make their, fub- 
miflion. But Ali and Hujaz two Abyffinian nobles, were ordered 
into confinement, as they gave fome evident figns of difcontent. 
Huffein was Drill at the head of an army in Biroge, and his bro- 
ther Huffein Mir2a at the head of another confiderable force near 
Surat. The king therefore refolved to reduce them : Aichtiar, 
one of the omrahs of Guzerat, having broke his parole of honor 
and fled at this time, all the other nobles were ordered into clofe 
confinement. When the king arrived at the port of Cambait, 
he appointed Azipi Mirza governor of Ahmed-abad. 

Exploits of Huffein, who we have already obferved was in Biroge, hearing: 

Akbar againft J b 6 

Huffein, of Akbar's approach, and fufpedting the fidelity of Ruftum, a 
native of Rumi *, one of his principal officers, affaflinated him, 
and difcovered an inclination to march into Punjab to raife dis- 
turbances in that quarter. The king receiving intelligence of this 
defign about midnight, left his camp in charge of Jehan and 
Callich Chan, and with a chofen detachment marched himfelf 
that night with air expedition to cut off Huffein's retreat: the 
next day he reached the river Mhenderi, which runs by the town 

• Natolia. 
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of Sirtal, with only forty hoffe, the reft having lagged behind A ^P* *&*• 
with fatigue. The enemy being encamped on the oppofite bank 
of the river, and in fight, the king thought it prudent to pro- 
ceed no further, till the reft of his detachment fhould arrive. 
Had Huflein therefore known any thing of the art of war, he. 
might have eafily taken Akbar prifoner. But that unenterprizing 
officer made no attempt of that kind, till the king was joined by 
a frefh detachment, which had been ordered fome days before 
to Surat, and happened to be then encamped at a little diftance. 

This fmall party Confifted only of feventy horfe, at the head He attacks 
of which there happened to be five principal nobles, Mamood TlUo'of'tke 
Baherra, the Indian princes Dafs, Man Singh, and Kulli, and "ij!* 
Raja Surjun of Rintimpore. With thefe the king, without 
waiting for more troops, took the defperate refolution to attack 
the enemy, one thoufand of whom commanded by Huflein, 
waited to receive him, while the main body of the army purfued 
their march. It happened very fortunately for Akbar that the 
enemy inftead of permitting him to come into the plain, op- 
pofed him between two hedges, where not above fix horfemen 
could fight abreaft. The king in this narrow pafs but himfelf 
upon the footing of a private trooper, and performed extraordi- 
nary feats of perfonal valour : which however avail little to 
wipe away the folly of this piece of his conduit. At laft the 
courage which Akbar's behaviour naturally raifed in his fol- 
lowers, made them as defperate as himfelf, fo that after a long' 
engagement with the enemy fword in hand, they beat them 
back, and at laft totally defeated them, with the lofs only of one' 
officer, and a few private men. 

Mm Huflein 
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A. D. 1572. Huflein fled to his army, but fuch was their conflernation and 

Heg. 980. ' 

Akbar be- opinion of Akbar's prowefs, that the greateft part of his forces 
fieges Surat. deferted him, which was all the advantage that could be gained 
by fuch a victory. The king contenting himfelf with what 
he had done, defifted from the purfuit, and waiting till his army 
came up, marched and inverted Surat. In the mean time the 
omrahs of Guzcrat collected themfelves in the environs of Pattan, 
and held a council how to proceed. They agreed that Huflein 
ihould profecute his fcheme of raifing difturbances in Punjabi 
and that Huflein Mirza, Shaw Mirza, and Shere, fhould inveft 
Pattan. They expedted by thefe means to draw the king from. 
the fiege of Surat. 

Huflein Huflein having arrived.at Nagore, Rai Singh governor of Jo&~ 

by Rai Singh poor, who had purfued him, came up with him one day towards- 
u agorc * the evening, at a place where there was no water to be found, 
but what Huflein poflefled. This made the troops of Rai Singh, 
who were in great drffrefe for water, call out to attack the enemy. 
This favorable* difpofition and the neceflity of the attempt, made 
the Indian, though much inferior to the enemy, join battle. 
Huflein's horfe being killed, and he himfelf difmounted in the 
firft 4 charge, his army imagining that he was actually (lain, gave: 
ground., The enemy took fuch advantage of their confu- 
fion, that the whole efforts of Huflein were not capable to> 
recover the diforder, and he was totaljy routed : he fled with: 
great precipitation towards Delhi,, and from thence to SimboL 
In the mean time Huflein Mirza and*the other nobles carried 
on the fiege of Pattan, which was defended by Ahmed the 
Mogul. Koka coming to his relief with the army from* 
Ahmed-abad, the Patan nobles raifed the fiege, went out 
to meet him, and gave him battle. Koka had at firft the 

difad,- 
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difadvantage, both his wings being thrown into diforder, but A ^' *&*' 
his troops continuing fteady in the center, he at lad gained 
ground, and improving the advantage, put them to flight to- 
wards the Decan. 

Akbar takei 

The king in the mean time made a breach in the walls of 
Surat, and had raifed feveral mounts, from which he battered 
the city and commanded the ftreets. When he was preparing 
for a general aflault, the garrifon dcfired to capitulate. Their 
terms were agreed to, the city delivered up, and the king re- 
turned to Ahmed-abad 5 he diftributed all the governments of 
Guzerat, among the friends of Koka, his fofter-brother, and on 
the 2d of ZifFer, in the year 981, returned by the way of Aj- 
mere to Agra. 

The fugitive Huflein, arriving at Simbol, as we have already Huflein flies 
mentioned, heard that the chief men in Punjab under Kulli, *° Mja # 
were befieging the caftle of Nagracot, he therefore marched into 
Punjab, which he expe&ed to find unguarded, and after plundering 
it he had refolved to join his friends in Guzerat, by the way of 
the Indus. Kulli was therefore under the neceflity of railing the 
fiege, and marching after Huflein through all Punjab, without 
being able to come up with him, till he reached the environs of 
the city of Tatta upon the Indus. There Kulli attacked Huflein's 
camp as he was one day out a hunting, at fome diftance 
from his line of march. Mirza, Huflein's brother, who com- 
manded in his abfence, was obliged therefore to form the line, 
fending in the mean time an exprefs to his brother concerning 
his fituation. But before the elder Huflein arrived his brother 
was defeated and taken prifoner, having loft fome thoufands of 

M m 2 his 
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A H D - ! 573- his men in the engagement. Huffein returning from hunting 
met his routed army, and rallying a part of them, renewed the 
combat : he was however repulfed with great lofs, and obliged to 
fly towards Moultan. 

Defeated, In Moultan the unfortunate Huffein was again attacked by the 

to death in Billochees, wounded, taken prifoncr, and delivered up to Much- 
fufe, governor of Moultan, who beheaded him, Muchfufe in 
conjundtion with Kulli, carried his head and all his effe&s to 
Agra, to prefent them to the king. Akbar ordered the head to- 
be fet up above one of the gates of Agra, and his brother Huf* 
fein Mirza to be confined in the fort of Gualier, where he foon 
after died. In the firft Ribbi of the fame year, advices arrived 
from Koka, that Aichtiar, governor general of Guzerat, and 
Huffein Mirza, were joined with confidcrable armies, had pof- 
feffeffed ihemfelves of feveral diftri&s in Guzerat, and had in- 
verted the Mogul governor himfelf in Ahmed-abad, 

The king feti As it was now the rainy feafon, and to march a great army 

out for Gu- ... ... 

zcrat, with impracticable, with that expedition which the urgency of the 
Iirion. fituation of affairs required, the king fele&ed two thoufand 

horfe, and fent them off before him ; then with three hundred 
principal nobles and officers mounted upon camels, he proceeded 
at the rate of four ftages every day *, and came up with the de- 
tachment of horfe at the city of Patan in Berar, where he was 
joined by a thoufand more. His whole force then confided of 
three thoufand horfe, and three hundred camels. With this 
fmall army he continued his march with the. fame expedition to 
the befieged capital of Guzerat, and upon his arrival within four 
miles of the city, ordered the Imperial drums to beat his owa 

• Each ftage is about twenty Englifli miles. 

march, 
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march, which was the firft news the enemy had of his approach. A H ?- '573* 
This ftruck the infurgents with fuch a pannic, that it was with 
difficulty their officers could keep them from immediate flight. 
They however formed at length the line, while HufTein Mirza 
with a few horfe went to the banks of the river to reconnoitre. 

Huffefn faw at fbme cfiftance Kulfi, who had been fent on Arrives unex- 
the fame bufinefs by the king. He afked him acrof& the river, foVthccne"- 
what army that was ? Kulli replied, that it was the army of niy ' 
the king of kings. The other faid, " that is impoffible, for 
it is yet but fourteen days fince one of my fpies faw the king at 
Agra, and I perceive none of the elephants that always attend 
the emperor." Kulli then told him, " It is but nine days 
fince the king put his foot in the ftirrup, and it is well known, 
elephants cannot march at that rate ; but all the cavalry are 
come up." 

Huffein returned immediately to his camp* and fent Achtiar Comet to bat* 
with five thoufand horfe, to watch the gates of Ahmed-abad. cwlt l tm§ 
He himfelf marched with feven thoufand horfe againft the king. 
Akbar had by this time reached the banks of the river, and dis- 
covering the enemy, he drew up to receive them,. expe&ing 
every moment to be joined by the troops in the city 1 but they 
were blocked up by the enemy. He then faw r that his whole 
dependance muft reft oa his own troops ; to render them more 
defperate, by cuttiag off all hopes of retreat, he crofled the 
river, and drew up before the enemy on the plain. Huffcin 
placing himfelf in. the centre with his Moguls,. Shaw Mirza on 
his right with the Afghans and Rajaputs, and Shere on his left 
with the Abaffinians and the horfe of Guzerat, advanced to the 
charge. 

The 

« 
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and totally 
defeats the 
enemy. 



The king having alfo drawn up his fmall army in three divi- 
fions, commanded by their feveral officers, he pofted himfelf 
with his body guard, confifting of a hundred horfe in the rear of 
the centre. The battle now being joined with great fury on 
both fides, the king with his guard wheeled round his right 
flank, and fell furioufly on the left flank of the enemy. His 
troops obferving their king thus expofing himfelf in the midft of 
danger, made an uncommon effort of valor and charged the 
enemy fo warmly, that they repulfed them with great lofs. 
Huflein who was wounded in the adtion, attempting to leap over 
a hedge with his horfe, fell from his faddle, and was taken pri- 
foner. Several perfons contending about the honor of taking 
Huflein, the king afked him who was the man who took him ? 
Huflein replied, 4€ Nobody : the curfe of ingratitude overtook 



me. 



The kiag in 
imminent 



When the king's forces were warm in the purfuit, he himfelf 
remained on a rifing ground, with about two hundred horfe. On 
a fudden a great body of troops appeared moving towards him* 
He immediately difpatched a perfon to know who they were : 
he brought back intelligence, that they were the forces of Ach- 
tiar, who had been left to guard the gates of Ahmed- abad. The 
troops who were with the king began to be very uneafy at their 
fituation, and gave many intimations of their defire of retreating. 
But Akbar would by no means defert his poft : he ordered them 
inftantly to prepare to charge and break through the enemy ; at 
the fame time commanding the drums to beat up the royal march. 
The enemy hearing the drums, made no doubt but the whole 
army was behind the hill, and retreated with great precipitation. 
The king purfued them to fomc diftance, to keep up the pannic 

which 
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which had feized them. Whilft thefe things happened where ^g '^ 73 * 

the king commanded in perfon, Rai Singh, one of his generals, 

of the Indian nation, to revenge fome former quarrel, bafely 

embruied his hands in the blood of Hufiein, who had been left 

in his pofleflion. Achtiar having alfo fallen from his horfe in his 

flight, was killed by one of. the king's guards, who was pur- 

fuing him with great eagernefs. Koka, the befieged governor of 

Guzerat, finding now that the blockade was withdrawn from 

the gates, came out to meet the king. Akbar entered Ahmed- 

abad the fame day, and continued Koka in his government, 

then by the way of Ajmere, haftened towards Agra, after having 

performed a fervice, which, though glorious, reflects more honor 

upon his intrepidity, than upon his condudt. 

In the courfe of the fame year, Daood the fon of Soliman The Subs of 
governor of Bengal, drew his neck from the yoke of obedience. CD * 
Monim, commonly called lord of lords* governor of the pro- 
vinces of Oud and Jionpoor, being neareft to the rebel, was fent 
againfl him, and brought him to a treaty after fome fuccefsful 
engagements. The king diffatisfied with this peace, committed 
the managemeat of the affairs of Bengal to an Indian prince 
called Jodermul, and fent him with orders to expel Daood en- 
tirely out of his government, or to oblige him to pay a certain 
yearly tribute, fuperior to the fmall acknowledgement which he 
had formerly made. Daood being threatened at the time with 
a civil war by one Lodi, who difcovered an inclination fo ufurp< 
the kingdom, confented upon Jodermul's appearance to pay the 
tribute demanded. He then found means to feizc upon Lodi, 
whom he put to death. Daood relieved from that domeftic 
danger, broke the treaty with the king, and advancing againft 
Monim and Jodermul, engaged them at the confluence of the He is ow* 
Sool, Gang and Sirve, where being defeated, he loft his fleet of 

boats 

\ 
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A kP' 'sJ 4 k° ats and all his baggage. Monim crofled immediately the river, 
and laid fiege to Patna* 

The king feu The king informed of thefe tranfa&ions, fet out from Agra 
gal. in the middle of the rains, with as many troops as could be con- 

tained in a thoufand boats : he halted a few days at Benaris, 
where he was joined by the forces which marched over land : he 
immediately embarked the whole, and fell down to Patna, and 
on his way he received the news of the reduction of Becker upon 
the Indus, by Jefu Chan, who had been fent againft that place. 
Akbar having arrived within a few miles of Patna, heard that 
Ifah Neazi, one of the enemies principal generals, had marched 
out of the fort and fought Monim, but that he was defeated and 
loft his life, fo that the place was upon the point of being eva- 
cuated. The king therefore fent one of his officers, Alium, with 
three thoufand borfe, to poffefs himfelf of the fort of Hadge- 
poor, on the oppofite bank of the river, and to endeavour to 
harrafs the enemy in their retreat, fhould they be already gone* 
if not, to (top them. Allum accordingly took that place by 
aflault, and made Fatte, the governor, and the garrifon prifoners : 
Daood intimidated by this, fent a herald to the king to beg terms 
of accommodation, 

The king The king returned him for anfwer, that he granted him his 

challenges the ~ ° 

SubaofBcn- life, but that he muft truft every thing elfe to his clemency, 
gle'eombat. after making his fubmiflion ; but if he fhould be obftinate 
enough to hold out fome few days merely to give him trouble, 
he could have no reafon to hope for pardon ; 4i and though, faid 
the king, I have a thoufand in my army as good men as you, 
rather than fatigue my troops with a fiege, I will put the whole 
upon the iflue of a fingle combat between you and me, and let 
him take the fort who (hall beft deferve it." Daood did not 

chufc 
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chufe to accept the challenge, nor even to put the king to farther A - P- ! S7S- 
trouble, but took boat at the water-gate that night, and fled who declines 
down the river : foon after all his army evacuated-the place. The and fllc * # 
next morning the king purfued them and took four hundred ele- 
phants, and the greateft part of their baggage. He then re- 
turned to Patna, conferred the government of that place and its 
dependencies upon his faithful fervant, Monim, who had fo much 
fignalized himfelf in the war, then returned without purfuing 
his conqueft farther to Agra* 

Koka the Imperial governor of Guzerat, and Jehan who com- Tranfaaions 
manded at Lahore, came to pay their refpe&s to the king, and 
returned afterwards to their refpedtive governments. Akbar at the 
fame time conferred the title of the noble Muziffer upon MuzifFer 
AH, and appointed him to command a force againft the fort of 
Rhotas in Behar : he himfelf made a tour to the ftirine of the 
faints at Ajmere, where having beftowed great charities, he re- 
turned to Agra. 

In the mean time Monim, who had been left in the govern- The wir in 
ment of JPatna, had orders to carry the war further into Bengal ^"redaaSoB 
againft Daood. That general having forced the pafs of Killa- °f that P r °- 
gurry, Daood fled into Orifla, whither he was purfued by Jo- 
dermul, with part of the king's army. Juneid the fbn of Daood 
defeated Jodermul in two battles, which obliged Monim to march 
to his aid : both the Mogul generals having joined their forces, 
engaged Daood. Kudgera, an Afghan chief of great bravery, 
who commanded Daood's vanguard, attacked the vanguard of 
Monim commanded by Allum, and defeated and killed that 
omrah. The Afgan purfued the run-aways through the center 
of their army, which were by that time drawn up in order of 
battle. Monim obferving the diforder haffened in perfon with a 

N n fmall 
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A. D. i $75- f ma n body to reftore the ranks, Kudgera attacked him in 

Hig. 983. ' " 

perfon, and wounded him in feveral places, 10 that he was 
obliged to quit the field, and he was foon followed by his 
army. The valiant Kudgera being killed by an arrow, Monim 
again rallied his troops, and being a little recovered, led them 
back to the charge : he found Daood's army intent upon the 
plunder, and foon put them to flight, taking all their elephants. 
Jodermul being detached to purfue the enemy, came up with 
Daood on the banks of the Chin, which he could not crofs. The 
rebel finding no means for efcaping, faced about to defend him- 
fclf. Jodermul did not chufe to provoke him too far, and, 
immediately fent intelligence of what had pafled to Monim. 
That omrah, notwithftanding his wounds which were very bad, 
haded to that place : Daood furrendered himfclf upon terms* 
and was permitted to retain Orifla, after which Monim returned 
to his government. The city of Gore, which had been the ca- 
pital of Bengal till the time of the emperor Shere, who 01* ac- 
count of the badnefs of the air, had made Chawaflpoor Tanda> 
the metropolis, was now greatly decayed. Monim admiring the 
antiquity and grandeur of that place, gave orders to repair the 
palaces, and made it his refidence : but he foon fell a victim to 
the unhealthy air of Gore and died. He was fucceeded in his 
government by Huffein Kulli, a Turkuman noble in the Imperial 
fervice, to whom the king gave the title of lord of the world *. . 

Tranfa&iont The prince Soliman of Buduchflian,. being expelled by his owm 
grandfon Mirza Shaw, was about this time obliged to feek pro- 
, te&ion at the court of Agra. He foon after took leave of the 
king, to go on a pilgrimage to Mecca, after which he returned 
to Buduchfhan, and found means to reinftate himfelf in bis do- 
minions. Some omrahs at court who envied the greatnefs of 

• Chan Jthaiu 

Koka* 



at court. 
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Koka, viceroy of Guzerat, accufcd him to the king of treafon- A j I i D '*V 75# 
able intentions : they £0 far prevailed upon him, that he recalled 
him from his government and confined him. Koka's readinefs to 
comply with the Imperial order, convinced Akbar that he was 
no ways guilty ; but that the whole proceeded from the malice of 
his enemies : however, the noble Ahmed of Nefliapur, who had 
l>een advanced to the government of Guzerat, had fufficient irite- 
reft at court to retain his office after his predeccflbr was acquitted. 

Before Huffein had taken pofleffion of his government of Rebellion in 
Bengal and Bchar, the Zemindars of thofe provinces had riferi BcD s aU 
in favour of Daood, and inverted ChawafTpopr the capital, which 
they took. Daood found himfelf foon at the head of fifty thou- 
fand horfe, and in pofleffion of tfie greateft part of thofe coun- 
tries. Kulli having affembled all the Imperial omrahs in that 
quarter, advanced againft Daood, and that chief retreated be- 
yond the pafles, which Huflein forced, and killed above a thoufond 
of the enemy, who attempted to flop his march. The enemy 
ton account of the narrownefs of the defile, had not time to 
efcape. Huflein immediately marched towards Daood's camp, and 
on the 15th of Shawal 983, drew up his army in order of battle 
near to the enemy, who flood ready to receive him. Callapar, 
an omfah famous in the. army of Daood for perfonal flrength 
&nd valor, made a refolute charge upon the left of the Imperial 
line, and threw it into diforder; while Muziffer, who com- 
manded the right of the Mogul army, had the fame advantage 
over the enemy on their left \ in this fituation they fought in a 
circle, when Huflein made a home charge upon the center of the 
enemy, which was fuftained with great bravery. At length 
however the gale of viftory blew on the Imperial ftandards, and 
the enemy were difperfed like leaves before the autumnal wind'. 
Daood being taken prifoner, was according to the barbarous cuf- 

N n 2 torn 
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A. D. 1576. torn of war when the king was not prcfent, put to death by the 
conqueror in cold blood upon the field : his fcn Juneid, a youth 
of great bravery, died in a few days of his wounds. Huflcin took 
immediate poffeflion of all Bengal, and fcnt all the elephants and 
other fpoils to the king. 

Traofaakms Muziffer in the year 984, marched againft Rhotas, and fent 
u«. one Mafoom to expel Huflein, an Afghan, who was hovering: 

about with a flying party in that quarter. Mafoom having en- 
gaged him, defeated him and took pofiefEon of his Pergunnahs y 
but Callapar in the mean time with eight thoufand horfe, fiuv 
rounded him and thought to have obliged him to furrender^ 
Mafoom breaking down the wall of the town in which he wa* 
fhut up, ruflied out unexpecftedly upon the enemy. In the acftroa 
which enfued Mafoooi's hode was killed by a ftroke of the trunk 
of an elephant. Callapar immediately rode up and he himfelf 
was in the raoft imminent dinger of being cnajflaed to death, had 
he not wounded the elephant with an arrow in the eye, which 
rendered the animal fo unruly, that he would obey no command t 
he therefore rufhed back through the Afghan troops, carrying ofF 
Callapar, which made his army believe that he fled, and they 
quickly followed him. Callapar was foon overtaken and flail* 
Mafoom after this vidory returned and joined Muziffer wha left 
the omrah Cumbo to blockade the fort of Rhotas, and marched 
againft an Indian prince called Chander Sein, from whom he 
took the fort of Savana. From thence he directed his march 
againft another Hindoo prince, from whom he took the fort of 
Kercgur, fituated in the woods between Behar and Bengali The 
Afghans in the fort of Rhotas being deftitute of provifions, were 
prevailed upon by promifes and a favorable capitulation to give 
up the place : Cumbo left Rhotas under the command of hi* 
brother, and went himfelf to court. 

the 
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The king this year made a progrefs towards Ajmere, and feat A ^P- f | 7 * 

Cumbo mentioned above, againft Comilmere, a ftrong fortreft The king 

in the pofleffion of the Rana ; he took the place, and in the mean ™* J^hrooA 

time the king made a tour toward* the borders of the Decan : Eisdomi- 

moot, 

Murtaza prince of Ahmednagur, was at that time become me-* 
lancholy mad, and was confined to his apartments: Akbar thought 
this a proper opportunity to feize upon that country ; but he was 
diverted from his purpofe by fome domeftic affairs which oc- 
curred at that time, and he returned towards Agra by the way 
of Ajmere, where he appointed Muziffer to the high office of 
the Vizarit. From Ajmere the emperor marched to Delhi, and 
from thence he took the rout of CabuL When he was upon his 
way, a comet of an extraordinary magnitude appeared in the 
weft. The king having reached Adjodin, vifited the tomb of the 
famous poet and philofopher Ferid, and quitting his refolutioa 
of going to Cabul, returned to Agra* ; 

The great mofijpie in the city of Victory, lately built by Afcfear, piftorbaace* 
was fimihed in the year 9 86.. The prince of Chaiukz ift ' ffee lD CD * 
Decan* in the fame year, imprifbned Muziffer Huflcin by the 
king's commands, and Jfent him to Agra, Jhuhecourie of the fijme 
year Huffein, governor of Bengal died. In 987 a gseat fire hap- 
pened in the city of Vidtory in the wardiiobe, which *coiifumed - 
effe&s to a prodigious amount. After, the death of Hutfein, ike % 
Afghans began to recover in Bengal their former itrength* .and to 
*aife difturbances. To fupprefs their infurreCtions the king fen* 
his fofter-brother K.ekfc late governor o£ Gu^erat^ with a xxhuTik 
(derablc army to that k#igdanu 

The prince Hakim the king's brother, took the opportunity Thcfcing'k 
-of thefe* troubles* te *riake jari attempt -fo^ii J Laho*e. He fertt Sj^JJj^ 
Shadiman hia fofter-brother Afcrith* tfctiufend horfe, by way *>f 

advanced 
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advanced giiard before him. This officer, crofling the Nilab, 
one of the branches of the Indus, was attacked by Man Sii*gh f 
an omrah of Punjab* and routed. When Hakim had reached 
Rhotas, a fortrefs built by the emperor Shere in' Punjab, Man 
Singh retreated to Lahore, whither he was purfued by the prince. 
He arrived before that city upon the nth of Mohirxim, in 
the year 989, and inverted it. The place was gallantly de- 
fended by Seid Chan, and other nobles, till the king marched 
from Agra to their relief. Upon the approach of the royal 
flandard, Hakim retreated to Cabul: the king purfuing hiiti 
to Sirhind. Intelligence was brought to him at that place*, 
that Munfoor Shirazi one of his omrahs had been carrying on a 
jcorrefpdndence with the fenemy, for which he ordered him to be 
impaled. 



Parities Km 
$0 Cabal. . 



Totally over- 
throws him. 



The king having crofled the Nilab', continued his march- to* 
wards Cabul, and detached his fon Murad in front with the 
vanguard: his fon Selim he left at Jellalabad. Whetf Murad 
; had reached Shuttergurdan, within thirty miles of Cabul, Fere- 
doon, a general of Hakim, attacked him in a pafs, and having 
repulfed the prince, feized upon all his baggage. Hakim, 
upon the 2d of Siflfer 989, drew up his army before the king 
in order of battle. The elephants which were with the prince 
Mujrad being ordered ta advance, fired the fmall field pieces that 
were mounted upon them, and by mere accident three of the 
jchiefis who flood by Hakim were killed: that pufillanimous 
-prince immediately left the* field, and was purfued with great 
flaughter. The king, without farther opposition, entered Ca- 
bul upon the 7th of Siffer, and Hakim fled to Ghorebund: he 
from thence fent an embafly: to the king, begging fbrgivenefs, 
which was granted him. Thehkiijg having resigned, his con- 
. qncft , of Cabul to Hajtim, pit the 14^^ SifFer, returned tou 

wards 
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wards Agra. He on his way ordered a fort to be built upon the A - D - f |* '• 
Nilab, which he called Attock, which means in the Indian lan- 
guage Forbidden.! for by the fuperftition of the Hindoos, it was 
held unlawful to crofs that river. The king having arrived at 
Lahore upon the 19th of Ramzan, gave the government of that 
province to the Indian chief Baguandafs, and in a few days fet 
out for Agra. 

The troubles in Bengal ftill continuing, the king fent the The king ie- 
bmrah Cumbo, with a confiderable force to reinforce his army army in Ben- 
in thofe parts. In the year 991 he made a progrefs to Priag, ga " 
where he ordered the fort of Allahabad to be built at the con- 
fluence of the Jumma and Ganges. MuzifFer, king of Guze- Rebellion ta 
rdt, who had been kept a prifoner at large fince the reduction of <**«*• 
his kingdom* began now to exhibit great loyalty and afFe&ion 
for the. king. Akbar upon this account rewarded him with a 
large eftate* t and he became a great favorite at court. But in- 
dulgences* of this fort could not gratify the ambition of the con- 
quered king : he made his efcape to Guzerat, while Akbar was 
*% Allahabad, and by the afliftance of his former adherent, Shere, 
flirrcd up a rebellion in that kingdom. The king, upon the 
^firft intelligence of this infurre&ion, fent the noble A&emad 
in quality of governor to Guzerat, and recalled Ahmed, who 
was fufpedted of favoring MuzifFer. After the arrival of the 
new governor, Ahmed came out of Ahmed-abad, and halted 
fome days at Pattan to prepare for his journey, during which 
time a great part of his army deferted to MuzifFer. This ena- 
bled that prince to march towards Ahmed-abad,. the capital. 

A&emad, the governor, left an officer and part of his troops 
to defend the city,, and with the reft njiarched out to Pattan, 
where Ahmed, thq former governor, was encamped. MiizifFcr 

in. 
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A - ?- f s 82 - in the mean time, with very little oppofition, poflefled himfelf 
of the capital. The new governor then prevailed upon Ahmed 
to accompany him, and marched back to refcke the place. 
Muziffer who came out to battle, defeated the two governors, 
and drove them back to Pattan. A&emad fent an exprefs from 
Pattan, to acquaint the king of his misfortune. 

Mirza, the Akbar being informed of the untoward fituation of affairs in 

fon of the fe- Guzerat, difpatched Ruftum, commonly called Mirza Chan. 

mom Byram, * * J 9 

fent into Gu- the fon of the great minifter By ram, together with the omrahs of 
Ajmere, to reftore the tranquility of that province ; but before 
Mirza had reached Guzerat, king Muziffer had reduced the fort 
of Biruderra, which was defended by Cuttub, who held Be- 
roche in Jagier from Akbar, and had there taken fourteen lacks 
of rupees belonging to the king, and ten crores of rupees of the 
property of the governor, who loft his life on the occafion. 
This immenfe acquifition of treafure enabled him to recruit a 
great army at Ahmed-abad, whither Mirza marched to attack 
him with eight thoufand horfe. Mirza having arrived at the vil- 
lage of Sirgunge, within fix miles of the city, Muziffer, on 
the 15th of Mohirrim 992, marched out to meet him with thirty 
thoufand horfe, and drew up in his prefence. The Imperial ge- 
neral no ways intimidated by the enemy's numbers, encouraged his 
men, charged the enemy vigoroufly fword in hand, defeated them 
with great daughter, and purfued them quite through the city. 
Being foon after joined by the Mogul omrahs of Malava with a 
confiderable force, he marched after Muziffer towards Combait, 
and drove him among the mountains of Nadout. Muziffer faced 
about to oppofe the Moguls in a narrow defile, but he was 
driven from his port by the artillery of Mirza, and fled towards 
Jionagur, taking refuge with Jami, an Indian prince in thofe 
f>arts« 

Mirza 
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Mirza thinking it unneceflary to purfue Muziffer further, re- A j i j > - J*** 
turned to Ahmed-abad, and fent Callehi to befiege the fort of 9 02C / atrc " 

° daced. 

Beroche, which he took from Nafir, the brother-in-law of Mu- 
ziffer. Nafir held out the place feven months, and at laft made 
his efcape to the Decan. Muziffer foon after, by the aid of 
Jami, and the fuba of Jionagur, advanced to a place called 
Mabi within one hundred and twenty miles of Ahmed-abad. 
Mirza marching out to oppofe him, he was ftruck with a fud- 
den pannic, and made a precipitate retreat : but ftrengthenedrby 
new alliances, he made a third attempt to recover his dominions, 
and engaging the Mogul army at Siranti, he was defeated and 
obliged to take refuge with Singh, the Indian prince of J alia, 

Mirza five months after this laft vidory over Muziffer, was Twnfaaioni 
recalled to court; but as the fugitive king began to raife his atcoart 
head again in his abfence, the king conferred the titles of firft 
of the nobles upon Mirza, and ordered him back to Guzerat. 
This year Nizam, the fon of Huflein, fled from his brother 
Mortiza, king of the Decan, and came to the court of Agra, 
where he was gracioufly received; and not long after Alia Shi- 
razi, the moft eminent man of that age for learning, came alfo 
from the Decan, and had an honorable office near the king's 
perfon conferred upon him. 

In the enfuing year Murtiza, and Choclawind, omrahs of the The king's 
Decan, being defeated by one Sullabit in a civil broil, took re- the Decan! 
fuge at Agra; and as the king had a long time entertained 
thoughts of conquering the Decan, he fent them to Koka, who 
then pofTefTed the government of Malava. He ordered that 
omrah to raife all the forces of Malava, and of the adjacent 
territories, and carry war into the Decan: and having conferred 
the title of Azid ul Dowla upon Alia Shirazi, fent him to affift 

Oo Koka 
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A - P- f 5*5- Koka in that expedition, as he was thoroughly acquainted with 
the different interefts and policy of that country. 

Koka advan- Koka having, according to orders, recruited a great army, 
araTtowVrds marched to the borders of his government, and found that Ali, 
the Decan. ^ p r j nce f Chandez, was inclinable to join the king of the 
Decan. He immediately difpatched Alia to endeavor to bring 
him over to the Mogul intereft; but that omrah returned without 
accomplifliing any thing. The omrahs Tucki and Bezad, in 
conjun&ion with the prince of Chandez, by the orders of the 
king of the Decan marched againft Koka, who was encamped 
in the province of Hindia. Koka however did not think it pro- 
per to engage them in that place, but giving them the Hip, he 
entered the Decan, by another rout, and advancing to Elich- 
poor, plundered that city for the fpace of three days. The ge- 
nerals of the Decan, and their ally the prince of Chandez, in 
the mean time returned and threw themfelves into the fuburba 
ofElichpoor, which obliged Koka, rather than rifque a battle* 
to evacuate the Decan* 



Difturbancet 
in Guzerat 

quelled. 



While thefe things were tranfadied in the Decan orders were 
fent to Mirza, the fon of Byram, commonly called the firft of the 
nobles, governor of Guzerat, to come to court. He forthwith 
obeyed, and the fugitive king Muzifier, taking advantage of his 
abfence, advanced towards Darul, the deputy governor of the 
country, but he was again defeated. 



Tranfa&iOhs 
at court. 



The prince Sharoch, grand-fon of Soliman, fovereign of Bu- 
duchfhan, being expelled from his dominions by Abdulla, the 
Ufbeck, came this year to court, and ranked himfelf among the 
king's omrahs; at the marriage of the daughter of the Indian 
prince Baguandafs to Selim, the emperor's eldeft fon, in the 

year 
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year 994, the king kept a great feftival on the Norofe *, and a A. p. i?8$. 

nig* 993* 

few months after Hakim, the king's brother, who reigned in 
Cabul, died. Akbar having appointed Mirza a fecond time go- 
vernor of Guzerat, and Alia, high-prieft of that country, fet 
out for Punjab. On his way he appointed Sadei to the govern- 
ment of Bicker, and Man Singh the fon of Baguandafs, was fent 
to Cabul. That omrah brought the children of Hakim, who 
were very young, to Lahore, and left his own fon inverted 
with the chief authority at Cabul. 

The king having arrived at the fortrefs of Attock upon the The king 
Nilab, he detached the prince Sharoch, and other omrahs, ^ d r !d^ rmy 
with five thoufand horfe to reduce the kingdom of Caftimire. Caflimuc - 
He at the fame time difpatched Zein Koka, with another confi- 
derable detachment againft the Afghans of Jawad and Bejoar. 
A few days after he fent a detachment to reduce the Afghans 
of Roflinai, who were idolaters of the Zendeika fedt, and 
followers of an Indian fanatic, who called himfelf Pier Rofhnai. 
This impoftor had converted to his fyftem of religion great 
numbers of the inhabitants of thofe countries, who after his 
death adhered to his fon, and taking up arms, raifed great 
difturbances in Punjab and Moultan. The king being fully in- 
formed of the ftrength of the Afghans of Sawad and Bejoar, fent 
a reinforcement to Zein Koka. But that omrah was notwith- 
ftanding defeated, and many perfons of diftindtion, with eight 
thoufand men* were killed in the action. 



v Man Singh, who had been detached againft the Roflinai- Afghans, Man Singh 

& & 1 defeats the 

met with better fuccefs ; he defeated them at Kotil with great Rofonai- 

Afghans. 
# The day upon which the fun enters Aries. 

O o 2 daughter. 
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A. D. 1*86. daughter. The king returning from Attock to Lahore, ordered 

Higcr. 994. 000 

Man Singh to proceed to Cabul, and take upon him the govern- 
ment of that kingdom, and at the fame time to chaftize the 
Afghans. The daughter of that omrah was alfo married this year 
to the prince royal Selim. 

The army in The army which had been detached to Cafhmire, being re- 
diitrcfs. duced to great diftrefs by the fnow and rain, as alfo by a fcarcity 

of provifions, were under the neceffity of making a peace with 
the Cafhmirians. The conditions were a tribute of fafFron to 
Akbar, and the regulation of the mint, the coin being ftruck in 
his name : but the king diflatisfied with this peace, fent Mahom- 
med Ca/im, with another army to reduce that kingdom entirely 
to his obedience. This that general eafily accomplifhed, on ac- 
count of civil diffentions then raging among the chiefs of that 
country. The prince Soliman, the grandfather of the fugitive 
Sharoch, came this year from Cabul, and had an interview 
with the king. The ambafTador of the king of Tartary, who 
came to court while Akbar was at Attock, was much about the 
fame time difpatched with great prefents to his mafter. In the 
year 996, Jellal an Afghan began to become formidable, having 
defeated and killed Hamid Bochari, and driven Man Singh 
from his government of Cabul. The king therefore fent Mut- 
talib with an army againft him, who gave him a fignal defeat 
near Kotel/ and cut off great numbers of the rebels. 

Chufero born The prince Chufero the fon of the emperor's eldeft fon Selim, 

to Sultan Se- 
lim. was born this year of the daughter of Baguandafs, and the king 

made a great feftival upon the occafion* Sadoc, governor of 

Bicker, according to the orders he received from court, inverted 

the fort of Sewan upon the Indus, and obliged the prince of 

Tatta, to acknowledge the king's authority, and to fend .him 

great 
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great prefents and letters of homage. Sadoc was foon after or- A ^ *s*j. 
dered back to Bicker. In the month of the fecond Ribbi, Zein 
Koka was appointed to the government of Cabul, and the former 
governor recalled to Lahore. At the fame time Mirza, the fon 
of Byram was ordered from Guzerat; as alfo Sadoc from Bicker, 
for it was a maxim with Akbar, to change the governors of the 
provinces every three years, to prevent their acquiring too much 
influence in the countries under their command, and to fhow the 
people that the royal authority prevailed through all departments 
of the empire, Singh was immediately appointed to the go- 
vernment of Behar, and the viceroyfhip of Cafhmire was con- 
ferred upon the noble Mufhiddi, Cafim the former governor being 
called to court ; Sadoc was in the mean time fent againft the 
Afghans of Sawad and Bajoar, and Ifmaiel who was in that 
country, recalled and fent to Guzerat. 

In the year 997, upon the 23d of the fecond Jemmad, the The king 
king fet out on a tour to Cafhmire, being captivated with the mire, 
praifes which he had heard of the beauty of that country, from 
every perfon who had feen it. When he reached Bimber, at the 
entrance of the mountains, he left his army and family behind, 
and with a fmall retinue, fet out to Serina the capital of that 
kingdom. The learned Alia Shirazi who accompanied him died 
there, and the king was greatly afflidted for his death, having a 
particular affedlion for that omrah, on account of his genius and 
literary merit. 

The king having gratified his fancy with a fight of all the and to Cabal, 
beauty of Cafhmire, refolved to proceed to Cabul. On the way 
Hakim Gilani, a man famous for learning, and one of the king's 
companions died, and was buried at Haflen. Akbar having 
arrived at Attock, detached Cumbo to drive away the Afghans 

of 
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A. p. 1588. of Eufoph Zei, who infefled the roads, and then proceeded, 
march by march, to Cabul. To that city Hakim and Jehan, who 
had been fent on an embafly to Abdulla, king of the Ufbecks of 
Maver ul Nere, were juft returned with an ambaflador on the 
part of that monarch. The king having remained two months 
at Cabul viewing the gardens of pleafure, and diftributing juftice 
and charity among the inhabitants, conferred the government 
upon Mahommed Cafim, and on the 20th of Mohirrim 998, 
returned to Lahore. At Lahore he conferred . the govern- 
ment of Guzerat upon Koka, and ordered him from Malava to 
proceed thither, while the former governor of Guzerat, Ahmed, 
fucceeded him in his prefidency. 



Difturbancei 
in Guzerat 
quelled. 



Koka having arrived at Guzerat, led an army againft J4mi, a 
Zemindar of great power in that province, who in alliance with 
Dowlat, the fon of Ami prince of Jionagur in the Decan, came 
out to meet him with twenty thoufand horfe. A (harp engage- 
ment enfued : Ruffi, Huffein, and Sherrif, omrahs of diftindtion 
in the empire, were killed on the Mogul fide, and a great num- 
ber of men, while the enemy loft the eldeft fon of Jami, and 
that prince's vizier, with four thoufand Rajaputs on the field of 
battle. Vidtory declared for the the Moguls, and many more 
Rajaputs fell in their flight. 



The king 
refides at 
Lahore. 



Abdulla the Ufbeck, king of the weftern tartary, having about 
this time taken Buduchfhan, and infefted the borders of Cabul, 
Akbar refolved to take up his refidence for fome time in Lahore, 
fearing an irruption of Ufbecks from the north. Jani governor 
of Sind, notwithftanding the king's vicinity, and his orders to 
him to repair to court, continued refradtory, and prepared for 
war. Akbar difpatched Mirza the fon of Byram with many 
omrahs of diftindtion, and a well appointed army againft him. 

In 
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In the year 999, Ahmed the governor died at Malava, A. p. 1588. 
and was fuccecded by the king's appointment by the emperor's Affairs of 
fon Murid, under the tuition of Nhmaiel Kulli. When the Malava - 
prince arrived upon the confines of Gualila, he heard that a 
Zemindar of power in thofe parts, difturbed the peace of the 
country. He immediately marched againft him : the enemy 
oppofed him with refolution, but at laft he obtained the vidtory, 
and drove the rebel to the woods, where he died in a few days 
of his wounds. The Zemindar's fon fubmitted himfelf, and 
after paying a proper fine, was confirmed in his paternal territo- 
ries. The prince marched from thence, and foon after arrived 
at Malava. 

The king in the. mean time fent four ambafladors to the four The king 
princes of the Decan. Feizi, the brother of the learned Abul baffiMtothe 
Fazil, to Afere and Burhanpoor; Amin to Ahmednagur; Ma- JEdS. * 
fhadi to Bejapoor, and Mufaood to Bagnagur; principally 
with a defign to be informed of the ftate of thofe countries, 
upon which he had fixed an eye of conqueft. Koka governor of 
Guzerat, who had orders to feize every opportunity of enlarging 
his province, hearing that Dowlat prince of Jionagur was dead, 
marched his army to reduce that country, and after a fiege of 
feven months, made himfelf mafter of the capital and all its 
dependencies. 

In the courfe of the fame year Mirza laid fiege to the fort of Miraa 
Suvan, on the banks of the Indus. Jani with a numerous army, forto^Sovan. 
and a great train of artillery in boats, advanced againft him, and 
having arrived within fourteen miles of the place, he fent a hun- 
dred boats full of armed men, and forty larger ones mounted with 
fwivels, to annoy the befiegers from the river : but Mirza having 
armed twenty-five boats, fent them againft this fleet in the night, 

and 
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and having killed about two hundred of the enemy, put the reft 
to flight. Jani after this defeat, with his whole fleet, advanced 
to the place, and in the month of Mohirrim in the year 1000, 
landed on a fpot of ground, which was furrounded with a muddy 
channel, in which part of the river ran when high. Here he 
maintained his port againft all the attempts of Mirza, and keeping 
his communication open by water, was well fupplied, while he 
took fuch methods to prevent provifions from coming to the 
Moguls, that a great dearth foon enfued in their camp. 



T k ?.^P ,lf Mirza reduced to this perilous fituation, found himfelf obliged 
to leave a part of his army before the place, and to march to- 
wards Tatta with the reft. Soon after his departure, Jani at- 
tacked the detachment which was left to carry on the fiege ; but 
they defended themfelves till Dowlat a noble of the imperial 
family of Lodi, joined them from the main army, which was by 
. that time at the diftance of one hundred and fixty miles, with a 
confiderable reinforcement. So expeditious was Lodi upon this 
occafion, that he marched one hundred and fixty miles in two 
days. Jani was then obliged to retreat to a ftrong poft, and 
throw up lines for his further fecurity. Mirza in the mean time 
returned, and fhut him up on one fide, while Dowlat Lodi in a 
manner blockaded him on the other. He was therefore reduced 
in turn to the extremity of eating his cavalry and beads of bur- 
then, for want of provifions. This diftrefs obliged Jani to fue 
for peace, and having given his daughter in marriage to Eric 
Murza's eldeft fon, he prepared to fet out for court to make his 
fubmiflion to the king in perfon, as foon as the rains fhould be 
over. 



Rebellion in Eufoph Chan, governor general of the kingdom of Cafhmire, 
had about this time by the king's orders, left his brother Edgar 

at 



quelled. 
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at Caflimire, and prefented himfelf at court. Edgar in the mean \, . D - 'S9»- 

* ** xilg. IOOO. 

time married the daughter of one of the old royal family of 
Caflimire, and by the advice of the chiefs of that country, ex- 
alted the ftandard of rebellion, and read the Chutba in his own 
name. To fupport him in his ufurpation, he raifed a great 
army; and Cafi colle&or general of the imperial revenues in 
Caflimire, Huflein and Omri, who were inferior colle&ors of 
the revenues on the part of the king, levied what troops they 
could upon this occafion, and gave the rebels battle : but Cafi 
was (lain, and the reft of the Mogul officers driven out- of 
Caflimire. 

The king receiving advices of this rebellion, nominated Ferid which i« 
to carry on the war in thofe parts. That general forthwith 
marched with a confiderable army towards Caflimire. Edgar, 
as the Mogul advanced, came out to meet him, but upon the 
night before the expedted engagement, Edgar was treacheroufly 
attacked by Sharoch and Ibrahim, two of his own chiefs, and 
flying naked out of his tent was murdered, and his head 
fent to Ferid. The rebel army was difperfed, and Caflimire re- 
duced without further trouble. The king foon after made a fecond 
tour to that delightful country, where he fpent forty days in rural 
amufements. He conferred the government of Caflimire upon the 
noble Eufoph, and turning towards Rhotas, he was met in that 
place in the year iooi* by Jani and Mirza the fon of Byram, 
from Tatta. Mirza was immediately ranked with the Sihazaris 
or Omrahs of three thoufand, which was at that time a high 
dignity, and his government upon the Indus, reduced to the form 
of a province of the empire. 



Koka was this year obliged to take thp.field agawift a power* Mazifferot 

r 1 a • r /• ^ . ~. 7 1 Guzcrat kills 

Jul chief of Guzerat, who gave protection to the unfortunate himfcif. 

P p king 
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^.D. is9»- king MuziiFcr. He obliged the chief to deliver Muziffer up ; arid 
that unhappy prince, wearied out with adverfity, put an end to his 
own life with a razor, as they were carrying hira prifbotr to the 
capital of Guzerat. 

Onto re Man Singh led in the courfe of this year, the troops in Bengal 

againft Culiulu the Afghan, who created difturbances in that 
quarter, and defeating him, reduced all the province of Orifla* 
and fent one hundred and twenty elephants which he had take* 
to the king. 

•"StSwf ^oki being called to court to give fome account of his admi-* 
tbc govern- ni ft ration in Guzerat, did not chufe to rifque the enquiry, but 

ment of Gil- . 

zcrat. putting his family and wealth on board fome (hips, failed for 

Mecca. The king having received advices of his departure, or- 
dered his fon the prince Murad from Malava to that government,, 
and appointed Sadoc abfolute manager of public affairs under 
him. Sharoch the grandfon of Soliman^ prince of Buduchfhan, 
Was in the mean time appointed to the government of Malava, 
in the prince's place, and he releafed Cumbo> who had lain fix 
years in prifon, and appointed him to a principle department under 
him. Sometime before this period, the enthufiaftic fed of Rofh- 
hai-Afghans had again begun to raife disturbances about Kotil^ 
but they were defeated by Jaffer Kifvini, who had been lately ho- 
* nored with the title of the noble Afaph, and their chief Jellali,. 

and his brothers, taken and fent prifoners to court. 

The king The ambafladors which the king had difpatched to the Decanv, 

makes war # #> cr r v 

upontheprin. having about this time returned, brought advices that their pro- 

ccs of the r - r 

Deem. poials were rejected with contempt by the princes of that country* 

The king thcre&re refohed to reduce them to obedience, ajid 

for 
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for that purpofe brdered his Ton, the prince Danial, In the year A m\'J£?* 
1002, with a great army towards the Decan : but before Dani&l 
had reached Sultanpoor, the king changed his mind and recalled 
him, giving the cotomafrd of the feme army to Mirfca, the fon 
of Byram, known under the hohourable titk of firA: of thfc 
nobles, and ordered him to continue his march. The prince 
Ruftum, fovereign of Kandahar, of the pofterity of Timur> being 
driven this year to difficulties by his own brothers and the Uf- 
bccks, came to court and prefented the king with the fort 
of Kandahar, for which he had the government 6f Moultan 
conferred upon hirn, and was ranked among the noble* of tht 
empire. 

The noble Mirza, in the mean time, having arrived at Mindu, The Mojui 

army enters 

Burhan fent Anad Chan with profeffions of entire fubmiffton* thatcountiy. 
but falling lick at the fame time, he died in the year 1003. Hfc 
fan Ibrahim who fucceeded him in the kingdom of Betaf, was 
killed foon after in battle agaiftft a partizan, who had rebelled 
agiinft him in his ddmteiohS* Munju his vizitir* ffet up Ahftftd, 
a young child of the family of the Nife&m, tip&ft ih6 tirtblte z 
but the omrahs diflentcd from this meafure, rebelled dgaiftft him, 
and befieged Munju in Ahmednaguf. The vizier finding him- 
felf driven to diftreft, fertt & perfott to Ahmed-abad the ca- 
pital of Guzerat, Svith an ambaffy to the princfc Murad, inviting 
him to come to his afliftance, and he would put him in pofldfiion 
of the fort. Murad having at that time received orders from his 
father to march into the Decan, with the army from Guzerat, 
gladly embraced this prbpofaV and fet out with great expedition. 
When Mirfca, the fon of Byraro, who had been lying all this 
time idle at Mindu, heard sf the prince's march, ho began to 
beftir hitn&lf, and With his own airoy and thofe of th^ prince 

pp 2 Sharoch 
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A. I>. 1^94. Sharochy governor of Malava* Cum bo* the Indian prince Jaggefnot^ 
the Hindoos, Durga, Ram Chund, and others^marched towards the 
Decan, and onhis way induced- All prince, of Chandez, to join 
him with fix thoufand horfe. He foon after joined his force, 
with that, of prinqe Murad on the borders of the Decan, and. 
this numerous army, march by march, continued its rout to the 
capital.. 

Abmedhagur Munju had by this time quelled the rebellion, and- re— 
thcMoRulal pented of his having called the prince : he therefore laid in & 
ftore of provifions in the place, and committed- it to. the go- 
vernment of Bibi, the daughter of Huflein the Nizam, of th© 
country, with a ftrong garrifon, and retreated himfelf with* 
the remainder of his army and a large train of artillery, towards- 
the borders of Berar. Prince Murad and Mirza laid fiege to Ah* 
mednagur in the month of the fecond. Ribhi 1 004 :: they cmt 
ployed themfelves in- carrying on approaches, raifmg mounts* 
eredting batteries, and finking mines *. while Bibi defended the 
place with a* manty refeltttion,, and wrote to Adil the prince of 
Berar for afliftanoe. At the end of three moaths,. the befieged 
had carried five mines- under the. wall. and baftions: the befiegers 
deftroyed.two of the mines by counter-mines, and continued to 
fcarch for the (Others* The prince upon the firfiof Regib,. hav#- 
ing prepared for the afiauk,.. fet fifre to the trains, upon which 
the three charged mines taking effecft,, blew up fifty yards of the 
wall : but when the Moguls waited in expedtatioivof blowing up 
two mines, the befieged recovered, from their furprize, and der- 
fended the breach* with great bravery.. The valiant female leader 
appeared veiled, at their head, and gave orders with fuch pro- 
dence and fpirit, that the aflailants were belt off in their repeated! 
attempts-: the. heroine, flood all night by. the. workmen, and the: 

breach} 
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Breach was filled up before day, with wood, ftones, earth, and A - P- *J95- 
dead bodies. 



In the- mean time it was rumoured abroad that the chief The Moguls 
eunuch of Adil prince of Berar, was upon his march in con- rre Tty»ith 
jun&ion with the forces of Nizam, with an army of feventy thc befiC S c • 
thoufand horfe, to raife the fiege : there being at the fame 
time a fcarcity of provifions in the Mogul camp, the prince and 
Mirza thought it advifeable to enter into treaty with the be- 
fieged; It was ftipulated by Bibi, that the prince fhould keep 
pofleflion of Berar, and. that Ahmednagur and its dependencies, 
fhould remain with her in the name of Bahader, the grandfon of 
Burhan. Thefe terms being ratified, the prince and Mirza 
marched towards Berar, and repairing the town of Shapoor, near 
Battapoor, took up their cantonments in that place. The prince 
efpoufed here with great magnificence, the daughter of Bahader,. 
the fon of Ali, prince of Ghandez, and divided the province of 
Berar among his omrahs. Cumbo being about this time difgufted 
with fome indignities offered him by the prince, left Murad with 
all his forces,, and marched without, leave to Malava. 

Bibi having refi'gned her command to Bahader, the grand- Thetroopsof 
fon of Burhan, Abeck an Abyffinian, and other chiefs, took up ^vadc Berar* 
the reins of government, which he was too weak to hold witK 
fteadinefs, and contrary to the advice of Bibi, marched with fifty 
thoufand horfe towards Berar, to expel the prince Murad. Mirza 
leaving the prince and Sadoc in. Shapoor, marched with twenty 
thoufand horfe to oppofe the enemy on the banks of a river in 
that country, called the Gang. Having flopt for fome days to 
inform himfelf of the fituation and flrength of the enemy, he 
forded, thc river anddrew up on the oppofite bank, on the 17th 

of 
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Hi?" xooc." °^ ^ e ^ econ ^ Jcmmad 1005. The eunuch who commanded 
the fuccours fent by the prince of Berar, taking the chief com- 
mand, drew up before the Moguls, the troops of Nizam on the 
right, thofe of Cuttub on the left, and his own in the center. 
He then advanced, carrying in his face the infolence of his own 
prowefs, mixed with a contempt for the enemy* 

b*uic. WI * ^ ie n °k* e Mirza ported himfelf in the center to receive him : 

Ali prince of Chandez, and the Indian prince Ram Chund being 
at the head of a body of volunteers in his front, to begin the 
attack. The charge was made with fuch intrepidity on the fide 
pf the Moguls, that they broke through the felecfc volunteers of 
the enemy, and fell .upon the eunuch, where he commanded in 
perfon. They were however repulfed by a heavy difcharge of 
artillery, finall arms and rockets, which did great executioa 
particularly among theRajaputs and the troops of Chandez, who 
advanced under their fovereign Ali and the Indian prince. Both 
thofe chiefs were killed, with above three thoufand of their horfe. 
The center being broke, the Ufbecks and Moguls on the left- 
wing gave way alfo, and the eunuch remained matter of the field 
on that fide : but the noble Mirza, who had fhifted his ppft to 
the right during the action, had made an imprefiion there, and 
was purfuing the enemy, without knowing what had happened 
on the left. Night in the mean time coming on, and the enemy 
.equally ignorant of what had happened on his left, thought he 
had gained a complete vi<$ory : he however contented himfelf, as 
it was now dark, with keeping poffeflion of the field, and per- 
mitting his troops to plunder fl>e baggage. To fecure theif plyn- 
der, half of his army deferred to lodge their fpoils in places of 
Security, and the valiant eunuch, with the remainder, fat in the 
4ajk f jvithoujt knowing whithef to proceed, 

Mirza 
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Mirza, in the mean time, returning from the purfuit, fell in with ^j?^ JJ'f ' 
the enemy's artillery, within a fmall diftance of their general, 
and thinking the enemy entirely routed, determined to remain 
there till morning with the few that continued with him, for by 
far the greater part of his army thinking themfelves defeated,, 
.had fled full fpeed to the capital of Berar. While things were 
in this perplexing fituation, the eunuch's troops began to 
light up fires and flambeaus where they flood, having heard that 
the noble Mirza was near. The Mogul general being informed 
alfo, by his fpies, that the enemy was in his neighbourhood, he 
ordered fome pieces of artillery to be loaded and fired among 
them, which threw them rhto great confufion. Joheil imme- 
diately ordered all the fires to be extinguished, and Shifting his 
ground, fcnt fcouts all round to colled fuch of his troops as 
were difperfed over the plain and in the adjacent villages. 

In the mean time Mirza blew his trumpets and beat to arms, 
according to his manner, which being heard by fuch of his 
troops as were difperfed over the field, they haftened towards 
him in fmall detachments. Several of the Moguls meeting with 
others of the enemy in the dark, they fought and formed fuch 
a fcene of Horror and confufion, as is not eafy to be defcribed ; 
.while Allah ! Allah ! refounded from all fides, and every eye 
was fixed upon the eaft, in expectation of the dawn. When 
the day appeared, Joheil was feen marching towards th.e 
Moguls with twelve thoufand horfe. Though the army of 
Mirza did not exceed four thoufand, he determined once more 
to difpute the field, and formed his line to oppofe the enemy. 
The battle now joinedi with redoubled fury on both fides, but 
Joh.eil, after exhibiting the mod daring a6ts of valor, funk at 
laft under fatigue and wounds, and fell from his horfe. A body 
of his dependants bore him inftantly off: iiis arrriy according to 

cuftom 
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A. D, 1506. cu ftom followed him, and left Mirza mafter of a bloody field. 

IJiger. 1005. ' 

The Mogul, in no condition to purfue the run-a-ways, returned 
to Shapoor, to join the prince, Murad, and the reft: of his 
army. 

The king re- The emperor, having about this time received advice of the 
Lahore. m death of Abdulla, the Ufbeck, king of the weftern Tartary, 
who had long threatened an invafion from the north, returned 
in fecurity from Lahore to Agra. Having in that city heard of 
the noble Mirza's vi&ory, he fent him an honorary drefs and a 
finehorfe, as marks of his particular favor. As private animo- 
iities had long fubfifted between the prince Murad and Mirza, 
which being much inflamed by the intrigues of Sadoc, now 
rofe to a dangerous height; the king therefore thought it 
imprudent to leave them longer together: he difpatched Eufoph 
Mufhaddi and Abul Fazil * to the prince, and in the year 
iog6, recalled Mirza to the prefence. But though the whole 
aufmiderftang had plainly fprung from the prince's froward and 
jealous difpofition, the kkig's refentment fell upon that great 
man, and he remained .a lojig time in difgrace* 

PritceMiwd Eufoph, and Abul Fazil, in a fhort time reduced the forts of 
Narnalla, Kavile, Kerlah, aad others, in the province of Be- 
rar; but the prince Murad falling fick, died in the month of 
Shawal 1007, am * was & r & buried in the capital of Berar, 
but by the king's orders the body was afterwards removed 
to Agra, and laid by the fide of his grandfather Humaioori. 
The king's grief for the death of his fon, inftead of extinguiihing 
his defire of conquering the Decan, oplyenflaraed it the more, 
jo divert his mind from forrow. in the mean time the omrahs 

# The celebrated hijftorian* 

Of 
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of Nizam having gained fome flight, advantages, defeated Shere A -. D - ! S9*. 
one of the king's omrahs, who poflefled the country of Bere, and 
befieged him in his fort. Eufoph and Abul Fazil were fo much 
inferior to the enemy in number, that they durft not venture 
upon an engagement. 

The king, alarmed at this difaftcr, reftored the noble Mirza Mirza fe»t 

» againft the 

to favor, and required his daughter, the beautiful Jana, for his Dccan. 
fon Danial in marriage. He then difpatched him with that 
prince, and a well appointed arpiy, to carry on the war in- the 
Dccan, and moved the Imperial ftandard that way in the 1008 
of the Higera, leaving his dominions in the eaft under the 
charge of the prince royal, the illuftrious Selim. In the mean time 
the prince Danial and Mirza entered the Decan, and as Bahader, 
the fon of Ali, prince of Chander, was not found like his fa- 
ther, firm to his allegiance, and had (hut himfelf up in Afere, 
they halted upon the banks of the Gang, near Pattan, and ea*» 
deavored to perfuade him over to their intereft. In the mean 
time the king had reached Mindu, and difpatched orders to 
them to proceed to Ahmednagur the capital, and invert: it: for. 
that he himfelf would take up Afere in his way. 

The prince and the noble Mirza accordingly marched with inreftiAh.- 
about thirty thoufand horfe towards Ahmednagur. Abin Buchfi mtdal 8 ur * 
and other omrahs of the Decan, fled from that city, and left 
the Moguls to inveft the place. The king firft endeavored to 
bring over Bahader by fair means, but he would not Men to 
terms. Akbar therefore marched to Burhanpoor, and fent his 
omrahs to befiege Afere, which lay only fix miles from that 
place. After the fiege had continued a confiderable time, the 
air in the place on account of the number of troops which were 

Q^q cooped 
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A. D. 1600. cooped up in it, became very unhealthy. This occafioned a 

Hig. IO09. 

peftilence which fvveeped the Hindoos off in great numbers. 
Bahader, though he had ftill troops fufficient for the defence of 
the place, as well as a large magazine of warlike (lores, and pro- 
vifions in abundance, permitted defpair to ftain the current of 
his mind. 

Ahmadnagnr The fiege of Ahmednagur was in the mean time carried on 
with great vigor, by Mirza and the prince. The city was at 
length carried by a ftratagem, executed by Huflein. This 
we fhall have occafion to relate minutely in the hiflory of 
the Decan. Ahmedriagur was taken in the beginning of the 
year IC09: the ftrong fortrefs of Afere, fome months after, 
was furrendered to the king: an immenfe treafure which had 
been accumulated* there, for many ages, fell into Akbar's 
hands, with all the wealth of Ahmednagur. Ibrahim, king 
of Bijanagur, one of the four principalities of the Decan,, 
having folicited peace and paid homage, reconciled Akbar, 
who demanded Adil's daughter in marriage for his fon Da- 
" nial. A Mogul noble, named Huffein, was accordingly 
difpatched to bring the bride and a fine from Bijanagur, 
The king reduced Afere, Birhanpoor, Ahmednagur, and Be- 
rar, into the form of a province, and conferred the govern- 
ment upon Danial, under the tuition and direction of his 
father-in-law, Mirza. The king, after thefe tranfa&ions, re- 
turned in triumph to the city of Agra, and in the year 1011, 
annexed his acquifitions in the Decan to his other royal titles 
in a proclamation. 

Death of the Akbar having in the courfe of the year ion, recalled the 

hiftorianAbttl 

Fazii. great hiftorian, Abul Fazil from the Decan, that learned man 

wa& 
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was unfortunately attacked near Narwar, by ar body of banditti A ^ J; ^s- 
of OrchaRajaputs, who cut him o£F with a part of his retinue, 
merely to rob him of his wealth, and not at the inftigation of 
prince Danial, as has befcn malicioufly and falfely reported by 
fome writers. In the 10 13 of the Higera, Huffein who had been 
difpatched to Bijanagur, returned with the royal bride, and 
the ftipulated tribute. He delivered the young fultana to Da- 
nial, upon the banks of the Gang near Pattan, where the nup- 
tials were celebrated with^reat pomp and magnificence. Huf- 
fein the embafTador, after the ceremony was over, proceeded 
to the king at Agra. t 

Upon the firft of Zehidge of the year 10 13, the prince "Djmial Akbar diet? 
died of a debauch in the city of Burhanpoor, in the Decan. His 
death and the manner of it fo much affe&ed the king, who wai 
ip a declining ftate of health, that he every day became worfe, 
till upon the 13th of the fecond Jemmad in the year 1014, he 
left that world, through whioh he had moved with fo much 
luftre, after having reigned fifty-one years, and fome months. 
Mahommed Akbar was a prince endued with many fhining 
virtues. His generofity was great, and. his clemency without His character 
bounds: this latter virtue he often carried beyond the line of 
prudence, and in many inftances paft the limits of that juftice 
which he owed to the ftate; but his daring fpirit made this 
noble error feem to proceed from a generous difpoiition, and 
not from an effeminate weaknefs of mind. His charaftcr as a 
warrior was rather that of an intrepid partizan, than of a great 
general: he expofed his perfon with unpardonable rafhnefs, and 
often attempted capital points without ufing that power which 

at the time he poflefied. But fortune and a daring foul fup- 

plied the place of conduit in Akbar: he brought about at once 
by defperate means, what calm caution would take much time 

Q^q 2 t<l 



30o THE HISTORY OP HINDOSTAN. 

to accomplifli. This circumftance fpread the termor of the hamfe 
of this fon of true glory fo wide, that Hindoftan, ever fubjeft 
to the convulfions of rebellion, became fettled and calm in his 
prefence. He raifed a wall of difcfplined valor* againft the 
powers of the north, and by his own a&ivity infpired his omrahs 
with enterprize. 

He loved glory to excefs, and thirfted after a reputation for 
perfonal valor: he encouraged learning with the bounty of 
kings, and delighted in hiftory, which is in truth the fchool of 
fovereigns. As his warm and active difpofition prompted him 
to perform attions worthy of the divine pen of the poet, fo he 
was particularly fond of heroic compofitions in verfe. — In fhort, 
the faults of Akbar were virtues carried to extremes ; ahd if he 
fometimes did things beneath the dignity of a great king, he 
never did any thing unworthy of a good man. His name lives* 
and will for ever live, the glory of the houfe of Timur, and an 
example of renown to the kings of the world. 

state of Afia Shaw Tamafp, king of Perfia, lived down to the twentieth 
Akba* year of Akbar. He reigned, in great tranquility, and with 

fome renown, fifty three years.. His fon, Ifmael the fecond, 
fucceeded him; but he was taken off in lefs than two years af- 
ter his acceffion, by the procurement of his fifter Peria Conco- 
na, who was afraid of his cruelty. M ahommed, the brother 
of Ifmael the fecond, afcended the throne of Perfia, and reigned 
with reputation: he died in the 993 of the Higera, and was 
fucceeded by his fon Hamza, who was aflaflinated, in a few 1 
months after his acceffion, by the procurement of his brother 
Ifmael, who afcended the throne of Perfia, by the name of 
Ifmael the third. Ifmael did not long enjoy the reward of fra- 

• Soldiers. 

tricide > 
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tricide, being, in lefs than eight months, murdered by his bar- 
ber. His brother, Shaw Abbas the firft, furnamed the Great, 
mounted the throne, and reigned with great reputation forty 
three years. The U (becks became formidable to the Perfians* 
during the interrupted reigns, between Tamafp and t Abbas* 
The provinces on the frontiers of India and Perfia, remained in 
the poffeflion of the Mogul imperial family of Hindoftan. 
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INTRODUCTION, 

AHOMMED FERISHTA, the author of the pre- PropoMfor 
ceding abridgment of the hiftory of India* finiflies his hiftory of the 
account of that empire with the death of Akbar. The tranf- ^. y ° . 
lator has reafon to entertain hopes of being able to pro- 
cure original and authentic hiftories of the Mogul dynafty 
eftablifhed in Hindoftan, from the conqueft of that country by 
the great fultan Baber, to the prefent times: he, therefore, will 
not break in upon his defign of giving, fome time or other, to 
the public, a complete hiftory of the pofterity of Timur in India, 
by retailing the very imperfect accounts already publifhed in Eu- 
rope. But as, to tranflate from the Perfian language is a tafk of 
difficulty, his engaging further, in works of this kind, k will 
depend entirely upon the reception the public (hall give to 
his firft attempt in that way. If he (hall find that he is not ca- 
pable 
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pablc to acquit himfelf, in fome degree, to the fatisfa&ion of 
the world, he will, in prudence, lay down his pen; and leave 
that field to men of greater abilities, who may hereafter turn 
their thoughts to the fubjett. 

Domeftk af- The tranfa&ions of the court of Delhi, fince the invafion of 
little known, the famous Nadir Shaw, king of Perfia, which happened about 
thirty years ago, are very little known in the Weft. They have 
not, even in Afia, been hitherto committed to writing; and if 
the prefent confufions of the Mogul empire (hall long continue, 
. it is probable the memory of them will die with thofe who were 
principally concerned in them. This confideration has induced 
the tranflator of Ferifhta's hiftory, to throw together the moft ma- 
terial events, which have happened in the empire, fince the me- 
morable irruption of the Perfians, in the year 1738. He derives 
his authority, for fome of the fadts, from a Perfian manufcript, 
now in his hands, concerning fix years of the reign of Mahom- 
med Shaw; and as to the reft, he principally follows a (hort 
fketch of the affairs of the empire, given to him in writing, by 
his intimate friend the Rai Raian, fecretary of ftate to the prefent 
Mogul. 

Soeceffion To continue the line of connexion, between the preceding 

Mahommcd hiftory and the reign of Mahommed, who fat upon the throne 
of Delhi when the invafion of Nadir Shaw happened, it may not 
be improper, juft to mention the fucccflion of the kings, from 
Akbar to that period. It is neceflary to obferve, that, after con- 
fulting the moft authentic Perfian hiftories, the author of this 
account finds himfelf obliged to differ from all the European 
writers, who have treated the fubjedt, with regard to the du- 
ration of moft of the reigns. 

Upon 
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Upon the death of Akbar, his fon Selim afcended the throne, A - &• 
in Agra, upon Thurfday the 20th of the fecond Jemmad, in the 
1 014 year of the Higera. He, upon his acceffion, aflumed the 
title of Jehangjre, or lord of the world, and reigned twenty- 
two years, nine months, and twenty days, with much more re- 
putation and fuccefs than could have been expe&ed of fo weak a 
prince. His death happened upon Sunday the 28th of Siffbr, in 
the 1037 year of the Higejra, which correfponds with the 1627 
of the Chriftian aera. 

The prince Kurrum, the third fon of Jehangire, mounted 1627 
the throne at Agra, upon the 8th of the fecond Jemmad, in the 
year 1037, and, under the title of Shaw Jehan, or king of the 
world, reigned thirty-two years, three months, and twenty 
days. He was depofed by his third fon, the famous A urungzebe, 
who dated the commencement of his reign, from the firft of 
Ramzan, in the 1069 of the Higera. Aurungzebe, upon his 
aceflion, took the name of Allumgire*. 

Allumgire, having reigned fifty years, two months and 1641 
twenty-eight days, died, in a very advanced age, at Ahmcdna- 
gur, intheDecan, upon Friday the 28th of Zicada, in the 11 19 
of the Higera, or the 1707 of our «ra. 

Mahommed Mauzim, Aurungzebe's fecond fon, fucceeded i 707 
his father in the throne, under the title of Bahadar Shaw. 
He died, after a fhort reign of four years and eleven months, 
and was fucceeded by his eldeft fon, Moaz ul Dien. 

* Though Shaw Jehan was confined during the time his four rebellious fons^ 
Dara Sheko, Suja, Aurungzebe, and Morad, contended for the crown, yet as 
Aurungzebe prevailed over his brother?, and dated his reign from the year 1069, we 
have included the time of the civil wars in tbe reign of his father. 

R r Moaz 



\ 
\ 



3 o6 THE HISTORY OF HINDSOTAN. 

A. D. Moaz ul Dien, under the title of Jehandar Shaw, reigned 

eighteen months. Some writers do not include him in the fuc- 
ceflion of kings, as the fuccieding emperor, the fon of Azim 
Shaw, the fecond fon of the preceding emperor, Bahadar Shaw, 
under the name of Firrochfere, dated his reign from the death of 
his grandfather. 

1713 Firrochsere, according to his own computation, reigned 

fix years. He was blinded, and afterwards put to death, by the 
two Seids, upon the 12th of the fecond Jemmad, in the 1130 
oftheHigera. 

i 7 i 7 * Raffeih ul Dirjat, the fon of RafFeih ul Shaw, the third 

fon of tlie emperor Bahadar Shaw, was raifed to the throne, by 
the ambitious Seids; and after a nominal reign of three months, 
was put to death by the fame faction, by whofe intereft he had 
obtained the crown. — His brother Raffeih ul Dowlat fuc- 
ceeded him 5 but he died in a few days. 
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MAHOMMED, the fon of Jehan, and grandfon of A.D. 1718. 
the emperor Bahader Shaw, acceded to the throne of accedes to the 
Delhi, in the month of Shawal of the year 11 30 of the Hi- thr011 * 

gera. Mahommed, having rid himfelf of the two Seids, 

Abdalla and Haffen, who had fo long tyranized in the empire, 
railing and depofing kings at pleafure, gave foimfelf wholly up 
to indolence, and the enervating pleafures of the Haram. Th+ 
diftradtions, before M ahommed's acceffion, occafioned princi- 
pally by the ambition of the Seids, gave the firft mortal wound 
to the Mogul empire, under which it has ever fince languifhed # 
Moft of the omrahs, either envying or dreading the power of the 
Seids, formed ambitious fchemes of independence in their re- 
fpedtive provinces, which the apparent debility of the regal au- 
thority very much favored. 

An omrah called Cuttulich Chan, who, as Nizam ul muluck, Defies of Ac 
or regulator of the country, a title given to the governor gene- NlMm# 
ral of the Decari, commanded, for fome years, all the rich pro- 
vinces of that extenfive country. He being fcnfible of the 
weaknefs of Mahommed, maintained a great {landing army, 
under a pretence of keeping the uftfubdued Indian princes and 
Mahrattor * chiefs in awe. But the real dcfign of this force was 
to found an independent kingdom for himfelf in the Decan, as 

* Thefe are they, who are known in Europe, under the disfigured name of 
Morattoes. 

R r % Haffen 
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Hafien Caco Bemeni had done in the reign of Tuglick Shaw *♦ 
To facilitate his ambitious views, the Nizam began to extend 
his power in the Decan, by the reduction of the neighbouring. 
Indian princes, who had not yet fubmitted to the Mogul yoke. 
Though the revenues of his government mud have been very 
confiderably increafed by thefe conquefts, he remitted none to 
the Delhi; and, at the fame time, to weaken the empirt, hfc 
encouraged, or at leaft, permitted the Mahrattors to make 
hoftile Incurfions into the interior provinces. Thefe irregular 
marauders ravaged the opulent kingdoms of Malava, Narvar, 
Bianaand Ajmere, infuch a manner, that no revenues could be 
paid by the unfortunate inhabitants. 

Kwg'i weak- The Weak Mahommed, inftead of checking this infolence 

mcfi . . 

with the fword,- difgraced the dignity of the houfe of Timur, by 
fubmitting to become,, in a manner, tributary to thofe defpi- 
cable banditti. He agreed to pay them the Chout, or fourth 
part of the revenues of thofe provinces, which had been fub- 
jedt to their depredations. From this pufilianimous conduct of 
Mahommed, we may date the irretrievable decline of the 
Mogul empire. That opinion, which fupports government in 
every country, was now deftroyed in India; and each petty 
chieftain began to ftart up into a prince, as he had nothing to 
fearfrom a government which had betrayed fuch evident fyrrip- 
toms of timidity* 



ckaa&er. 



r*wran's Chan Dowran Sum&m ul Dowfe was, at this time, captain- 

general of the empire. As the offices of paymafter-general and 

* This Haflen Caco mounted the throne at Kilbirga in the Decan, which city 
he called fropi bimfelf, H?flen-abad,„upop the 24th of Ribbi ul Achir, in the 748 
•f the Higera. He afluracd the title of fultan ATli ul Dien. 

com- 
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commander in chief of the troops are injudicioufly joined in one 
perfon, in Hindoftan, Dbwran had fuch an influence in the 
(late, that he engrofled to himfclf all the minifterial power. He 
left, in fliort, nothing but their names in tho government 
%o the king and his vizier,. Kummir. Dovvran was fly, artful, 
infinuating; of an adtive and intriguing difpofition; in ap- 
pearance affuming no authority, when, at the fame time, 
he directed every thing. He executed, in public, as by the 
king's orders* whatever he himfelf had refolved upon in private. 
As the indolent Mahommed was even averfe to the trouble of 
thinking, the fuggeftions of this artful nobleman, who was full 
of plaufibility, and prompt to execute whatever he advifed, were 
always grateful to the royal ear. The captain-general, though 
perfonalty brave, permitted his matter's authority to be daily in- 
fulted by defpicable enemies. He forefaw that to take the field, 
without the king, would probably put an end to his influence 
over him ; for he knew that the difpofition of Mahommed was 
fickle and inconftant; and apt to be fwayed to any thing; by 
every artful perfon near him. 

Dowran made many unfuccefsful attempts to perfuade the King's indo* 

emperor to accompany him to the field. The diffolute monarch 

was not to be removed from the luxurious indolence of the 

palace. The Mahrattors, in the mean time, continued their 

inroads. They ravaged the province of Guzerat, and raifed the 

Chout as far as the Indus. They returned back from that river, 

by the way of Ajmere and Biana, and fpread their devaflations 

to the very gates of Agra. The captain-general, though much 

againft his inclination, found himfelf obliged to march againft 

thefe plunderers. But, inftead of chaftifing them, he inglori- 

oufly promifed to pay them the Chout, upon condition they 

ihould immediately evacuate the provinces. 

The 
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Mahrattors 
defeated. 



The barbarians gaining courage by this fubmiflion, and trail- 
ing very little to promifes extorted by fear, from Dowran, crofted 
the Jumna, near Calpee, with a defign to plunder the province 
ofOud. Sadit Chan, who then poffefled that fubaftiip, oppofed 
them, between the rivers in the diftridt of Korah, and gave them 
a total defeat. They fled to Feridabad near Delhi, whither they 
were clofely purfued by Sadit, who had, on his way, joined the 
imperial army under Dowran. 

Attempt upon Before the united armies under Dowran and Sadit came up, 
the Mahrattors made an attempt to plunder Delhi. They 
were oppofed, without the walls, by two imperial omrahs, 
Haffen and Amir, the former of whom was killed in the adtion. 
The Mahrattors had now poffefled themfelves of the fuburbs, 
.when the vizier, coming up with an army, put them to 
flight. But notwithftanding thefe repeated defeats, the Mah- 
rattors found means to retreat, with a great booty, to the De- 
can, their native country. 

The Nizam The court of Delhi, finding that the Nizam of the Decan fa- 
jyny vored the incurfions of the Mahrattors, devifed many fchemes 

to inveigle him to cdurt, that they might deprive him either of 
his life or government. The crafty Nizam, penetrating into 
their defigns, conceived an implacable refentment againft Dow- 
ran, who, he knew, was at the bottom of the whole affair. 
But as the empire, notwithftanding its growing imbecility, was 
ftill fufficiently ftrong to reduce the Nizam, had he broke forth 
in open rebellion, he thought it moil prudent to obey the royal 
command. He, however, previoufly lengthened his intereft 
at court, by a coalition with many great omrahs, who were dif- 
gufted with the infolence of Dowran* The Nizam, having 
taken a ftep fo neceffary for his own ikfety, fet out for court, 

leaving 
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leaving his fon Ghazi ul Dien in the government of the Decan. 
He arrived at Agra, with a retinue, or rather an army of 20000 
men; and, as he held the office of Vakeel Muttuluch *, or abfo- 
lute agent of the provinces, he expedted to command Dowran, 
and to draw all the reins of government into his own hands. 



court. 



Dowran. 



Sadit, governor of Oud, pluming himfelf upon his fuccefs intrigue* it 
againft the Mahrattors, afpired to the minifterial power. The 
king continued to favor Dowran, and to fupport him againft the 
Nizam; for, however weak Mahommed was, he could not but 
fee through that ambitious governor's defigns, by his behavior 
for fome years back. But, as the Nizam had, upon the fpot, a 
force to protedt his perfon, and a ftrong party at court; and as 
his fon, a man of great parts, commanded all the provinces of 
the Decan, the king was aflured, that to deprive him of his go- 
vernment, would occafion a revolt, which, in its confequences* 
might prove fatal to the royal houfe of Timur. 

In the mean time Sadit, finding that he could not efFeft any part? againft 
thing againft the united interefts of the Nizam and Vizier, who 
had joined factions, was eafily brought over to their party. The 
terms of this coalition were, that when the Nizam and Vizier 
fhould force themfelves into the management of the affairs of 
government, Sadit fhould be appointed paymafter-general of the 
forces, with the title of captain-general of the empire, which 
Dowran at that time pofleficd. 

The acccffion of Sadit and his party did not render the faftion 
of the Nizam and Vizier fufficiently ftrong to turn Dowran from 
his high employ. He had abfolute poireflion of the royal ear, 
and the army, who depended upon him for their pay, remained 
firm to his intereft. The fadtion of the malcontents was reduced 

• For the nature of this office fee the preface. 

to 
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A. D. 1594. t0 defpair; and the Nizam, to gratify his refentment againft 
Dowran, concerted, with Sadit, a plan, which gave the laft ftroke 
to the tottering authority of the crown. 



Nadir Shaw The famous Nadir Shaw, king of Perfia, was at this jun&urc, 

flaton u> y * in the province of Candahar. The difaffedted omrahs refolved to 
n ia * inyite him to India. They forefaw that a Perfian invafion would 

occafion confufions and diftradtions in the empire, which muft 
facilitate their own fchemes of independence in their refpedtivc 
governments ; it muft, at any rate ruin Dowran, which was a 
very capital object to men poflefled of fuch inveterate animofities 
againft that minifter. Whether the Nizam did not even extend 
his views to the empire itfelf, admits of fome doubt. Many 
fenfible men in India think that he did ; and affirm, that his 
opinion was, that Nadir Shaw would depofe Mahommed * and, 
to fecurc his conqueft, extirpate the family of Timur : he argued 
with himfelf, that as it was not probable that the Perfian would 
fix his refidence in Hindoftan, he hoped, for his fervices, to 
fecure to himfelf the viceroyihip of that empire 1 and that after- 
wards time and circumftances would point out the line of his 
future proceedings. 

Hi* policy. Full of thefe ambitious projefts, and at the fame time to avenge 

himfelf of bis political enemy, the Nizam, in conjun&ion with 
Sadit, wrote to Nadir Shaw. That monarch received their 
letters at Cand&har, and, in an anfwer to them, pointed out many 
jdifficuijties which he had to furmount in the propofed invafion. 
He reprefented to them, that it would be extremely difficult to 
penetrate even into Cabul and Pefbawir, provinces belonging tQ 
the empire to the north-weft of the Indus, which provinces 
jNafir Chan had governe4 for twenty years, with great reputa- 
tion, 
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on, and kept in pay a formidable army of Moguls and Afgans : ' A * D - ! 73S« 

that fhould he even force his way through the government of 

Nafir, there were five great rivers to crofs in Punjab, where Ze- 

kirria, governor of Lahore, would certainly oppofe him ; and 

that even fhould he get over thofe obftacles, the imperial army 

ft ill remained to be defeated. 

The Nizam, and his colleague in treafon, endeavoured to re- Nizam's la- 
move the king's objections, by alluring him, that they would JJJJ* at 
bring over the governors of the frontier provinces to their fac- 
tion ; and that, as they themfelves commanded one half of the 
imperial army, little danger was to be dreaded from the other. 
The Perfian began his march from Candahar, with a great army, 
about the vernal equinox of the 1149 of the Higera. He- took 
the rout of Ghizni, and the governor of that city came out with 
prefents, and fubmitted himfelf and the province to the king, 
agreeing to pay the ufual revenues to Perfia. Nadir Shaw conti- 
nued his march from Ghizni to Cabul, which city he immedi- 
ately inverted. Shirza, an omrah of feventy years of age, was, at 
this time, governor of Cabul. Being fummoned, he refufed to 
furrender, and made the proper difpolitions for an obftinate de- 
fence. 

The king of Perfia finding that neither fair promifes nor threats Nadir Shtw 
could induce Shirza to open the gates of Cabul, aflaulted the ***" CabuIt 
place for fix days together. In this defperate manner, many of the 
braveft foldiers, who fuffer moft upon thefe occafions, fell ; with- 
out making any impreffion on the befieged : upon the feventh 
day, Nadir Shaw found means to bring over to his party, Nafir, 
governor of the province of Cabul, the fon of that Nafir, who 
was, for twenty years, fubadar of Pefliawir. That traitor, with 
the provincial army, prefented himfelf at that gate of the city 
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A. D. 173 s - which was oppofitetto the fide of the attack, and fcnt a letter to 
the gallant Shirza. He requefted immediate admittance to the 
place, to prevent his being cut off by the enemy - y infinuating, 
that his forces, when joined with the garrifon, would be a match 
for the Perfians in the field. 

The unfortunate Shirz'a, not fufpe&ing the treachery of the 
young omrah, confented to receive within the walls ,the women 
and baggage of the provincial army ; but infilled that the troops 
fhould encamp before the gate, till a council fhould be held, con- 
cerning what was beft to be done upon this urgent occafion. The 
women and baggage were accordingly admitted, with a proper 
guard, and Shirza, with a few attendants, went out to have an 
interview with Nafir. No fooner was Shirza Out of the city, 
than the king of Perfia began a general aflault ; While one K&- 
him, an officer of the traitor Nafir,. feized upon Shirza, and 
confined him. 

The twa fons of Shirza, ignorant of their father's fate, in the 
mean time defended the gates with great firmnefs and refolution > 
till one of them was killed by that part of Nafir's army that had 
been admitted into the city. The remaining brother, in this def- 
perate fituation, knew not which enemy he ought to oppofe,. 
while the garrifon, ftruck with terror and confufion, deferted 
their ports upon the wall. Nadir Shaw took advantage of this 
panick, forced open the gates, took the place, mafiacred many 
of the inhabitants, and inhumanly put to death the gallant Shirza 
and his fon. 

Finds great The king of Perfia found in the treafery <6f Cabul two miF- 

f ity. lions, five hundred thoufand of our money in fpecie, and eflTedls 

to the value of two millions more : in thefe were included four 

thou (and 
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thoufand complete fuits of armour, inlaid with gold j four thou- 1738- 

fand of polifhed fteel, four thoufand mails for horfes, and a 

great quantity of fine tiflues and drefles, depofited in Cabul by 

the emperor Shaw Jehan. The king of Perfia remained at 

Cabul feven months, before he would attempt to crofs the Indus. 

He, in the mean time, kept up a correfpondence with the con- 

fpirators in Delhi, and maturely fettled his plan of operations. 

He, at length, put his army in motion, and dire&ed his march 

to Pefhawir. 

Nafir, the Mogul governor of Pefhawir, had wrote, repeatedly, province of 
to the court of Delhi, for fuccours; but the captain general n , e i tf . awir 
Dowran, in his anfwers, afFedted to defpife the king of Periia ; 
and infinuated, that it was impoflible he could meditate the con- 
quest of Hindoftan. He, however, promifed, from time to 
time, that he himfelf would march with the imperial army, and 
drive the invader back to Perfia. The difaffe&ed omrahs wrote, 
at the fame time, to Nafir, to make the beft terms ho could with 
Nadir Shaw; for that there was little hopes of his being reinforc- 
ed with any part of the royal army. Nafir, finding himfelf ne- 
glected by the court, after a faint refiftance, furrendered himfelf 
prifoner to the king of Perfia, upon the 20th of Shaban. He Novemb. 2*. 
was foon after taken into favor by that monarch, and appointed 
one of his viziers. Nadir Shaw had, by this time, crofled the 
Nilab, one of the moft confiderable of the five branches of the 
Indu6. He iflued out an order to ravage the country, ,to fpread 
the terror of his arms far and wide. 



at Delhi. 



Daily advices of the approach of the Perfians came to Delhi, conftfrnatta 
A general conftqk^PP among the people, and a diftradtion in 
the councils of the government enfued. The king and his mi- 
nifter, Dowran, were fo weak, that either they <tyi not fufped 
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A. D. 1738* the treachery of the difaffe&ed omrahs, or took no meafures to 
prevent their deiigns. New obftacles were daily thrown in the 
way of the military preparations of Dowran, till the Nizam and 
his colleagues thought, that the procraftination which they had 
occafioned, had fufficiently weakened the imperial caufe. 



A camp 
formed. 
December 



*739- 
January, 



Upon the firft of Ramzan, the Vizier, the Nizam and Dow- 
ran, incamped without the city, with a great train of artillery, 
and began to levy forces. Nadir Shaw, during thefe tranfac- 
tions, crofled the Bea, and on the firft of Shawal appeared before 
Lahore. Zekiria, governor of the city and province, who was 
incamped with 5000 horfe before the walls, retreated into the 
city. ' He, the next day, marched out and attacked the Per- 
fians. A general rout of his army was the confequence, and the 
conquerors were fo clofe to the heels of the run-aways, that they 
poflefled themfelves of the gates. — Zekiria waited immediately 
upon Nadir Shaw, with a royal prefent of half a lack of rou- 
pees, was politely received by that monarch, and Lahore was 
preferved from being plundered. 



Nadir Shaw 
in full march 
to Delhi. 
February 14. 



The king of Perfia continued his march towards Delhi, and 
upon the 14th of Zicada, appeared in fight of the imperial army, 
The emperor was encamped upon the plains of Karnal ; fo that 
only the canal, which fupplied Delhi with water, divided the 
armies. The Moguls had only poflefled themfelves of that ground 
about two days before the arrival of Nadir Shaw, and had thrown 
up entrenchments and redoubts before them, mounted with .five 
hundred pieces of artillery. The army, which the king now 
commanded in perfon, confifted of 1 50,000 horfe, exclufive of 
irregular infantry. This unweildy body of mffitia was compofed 
of all forts of people, collected indifcriminately in the provinces, 
by the omrahs, who thought that a fufficient number of men 

and 
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and horfes was all that was neceflary to form a good army. Sub- A - D, 1739* 
ordination was a thing unknown in the Mogul camp : the pri- 
vate foldier, as well as the omrah, adted only by the impulfe of 
his own mind. 

The Perfians, though not fo numerous as the Moguls, were Hii difci- 
under fome degree of regulation. The rank of Nadir Shaw's pinc * 
officers was determined ; and his own commands were inftantly 
and implicitly obeyed. Severe to excefs, he pardoned no negledt 
or difobedience in his omrahs. He has even been known to 
fend a mace-bearef to a general, at the head of 5000 horfe; 
with orders to make him halt and receive corporal punifliment, 
for a mifdemeanor, in the front of his own men. Though this 
rigor may be thought in Europe too tyrannical and repugnant to 
a military fpirit ; yet, in a country where the principles of ho- 
nour are little known, fear is the ftrongeft motive to a ftridt per- 
formance of duty. 

The governor of Oud, upon the 14th of Zicada, having out- February 14. 
marched his baggage, joined the imperial army. Juft as he was Sadit Chan, 
receiving an honorary drefs from the emperor, advice came that 
the light horfe of Nadir Shaw had attacked his baggage. Sadit 
requefted of the king to be permitted to march out againft the 
enemy. The whole of this attack was a plan concerted between 
Nadir Shaw and the traitor, in order to draw the Moguls from 
their entrenchments. The king, however, laid his comnlands 
upon Sadit to wait until the next morning, when, " by the 
favor of God," he intended to march out, with his whole army, 
to give the Perfians battle. But fo little did Sadit regard Mahom- 
med's orders, that, as foon as he had quitted the prefence, he 
iflued out with 1000 horfe, which he had brought from his go- 
vernment, and attacked the enemy. A mock engagement now 

commenced, 
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A. D. 1759. commenced, between Sadit and a part of the Perfian army; who 
were ordered to retreat before him. He fent repeated meflages, 
from the field to the king, requefting more troops, and that he 
would drive the enemy back to Perfia* 



Dewran at- 
tacks tbc 
Perfians, 



The emperor, juftly incenfed at the difobedience of Sadit, 
would not, for fomc time, permit any fuccours to be fent to him. 
Dowran, at length, prevailed with the king to permit him, with 
15,000 men, to fupport Sadit. When Dowran came up to the 
field, Sadit, in a feigned attack, joined the Perfians, and per- 
mitted himfelf to be taken prifoner. His defign was to get the 
ftart of his partner in treafon the Nizam, in engaging the Perfian 
monarch in his intereft. 



with great 
bravery. 



In the mean time, the troops of Sadit being flrangers to the 
treachery of their commander, joined Dowran, and continued 
the engagement. Dowran was immediately attacked on all fides, 
by the bulk of the Perfian army. He, however, for fome time, 
maintained his ground with great firmnefs and refolution ; and 
was at length unwillingly drawn from the .field, though he had 
received a wound which foon after proved mortal, by three re- 
peated meflages from the king, commanding his immediate 
attendance. 



Recalled to 
tfcecamp. 



Mahommed was, with good reafon,apprehenfive that the Nizam, 
who was then in the camp, was preparing to feize him, which 
made him fo anxious for the prefence of Dowran. When the 
wounded general appeared before the king, he told him of the 
fituation of affairs, and earneftly intreated him to permit him to 
return to the field, with the troops which were under his im- 
mediate command, as captain-general, confifting of 360*0 men, 
together with two hundred pieces of cannon. " Grant my re- 

queft 
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99 queft," faid he, " and you* (hall never fee me return but in A - D - '739* 
" triumph." 

The king was now perplexed beyond meafure. He dreaded The king ap- 
the deligns of the Nizam, fhould Dowran be abfent, and, at the the Nizam, 
fame time, he durft not permit the traitor to march out of the 
lines, for fear he (hould join the Perfians. He, therefore, fell 
into the common error of weak minds, and hefitated, in hopes 
that delay would give birth to a more favorable concurrence of 
events. — He was deceived : the happy moment, for the prefer- 
vatidn of himfelf and the empire,, was now upon the wing. 
His troops maintained dill their ground, under MuzzifFer, the 
gallant brother of Dowran ; and a reinforcement would turn the 
(c?3e of victory in their favor. 

When Dowran quitted the field, the command of thofe Mo- Gallant be-; 
guls, who were engaged, devolved upon his brother MuzzifFer. MuzzifFer.' 
That brave omrah made a violent charge upon the Perfian army, 
and penetrated to the very door of Nadir Shaw's tent. There, 
for want of being fupported from the camp, MuzzifFer, Ali, 
Dowran's fon, Raja Gugermull, Mullu, Eadgar, and twenty- 
feven officers of diilindtion, covered one fmall fpot of ground 
with their bodies. Ten thoufand common Mogul foldiers were* 
(lain in this defperate aftion ; which had almoft proved fatal to 
Nadir Shaw r for his whole army were upon the point of giving, 
way ; feveral great detachments having fled back forty mile* 
from the field of battle. After the engagement, the few that 
remained of the Moguls, retired within the entrenchments *. 

* Frafer fays, that only 4000 Perfians were engaged ; but we have reafon to- 
doubt his authority, as we derive our account from ftveral perfons, who were prefent 
in theadiom 

Dowran*. 
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A. D. 1739. Dowran, though wounded, had that night an interview with 
Siwounds! th e Nizam. It was agreed, that the whole army fhould next 
morning march out of the lines, and attack the Perfians in their 
camp. But when the morning came, Dowran's wound, which 
he had received in the arm, was fo much inflamed, that he 
could not aft, and, therefore, the meditated attack was delayed. 
In the evening of the 18th, a mortification enfued, which was 
then attributed to fomething applied to the wound by a furgeon 
bribed by the Nizam ; and many in India flill continue in the 
February 18. fame belief Be that as it will, Dowran expired that night, 
axnidft the tears of his fovereign, who had a great friendfhip for 
him. 

Defigns of When this brave omrah, on whom alone the hopes of the cm- 

izam. p eror refted, was dead, the Nizam flood unrivalled in the ma- 
nagement of affairs. The whole authority devolved upon him, 
and the king became a cypher in the midft of his own camp. 
The traitor finding now the power of the empire in his hands, 
under a certainty of being able to difpofe of the king at any 
time, accQrding to his own pleafure, fet a treaty on foot with 
Nadir Shaw, for the immediate return of that monarch into 
Perfia. So little hopes had the Perfian, at this time, of con- 
quering the Mogul empire, that he actually agreed for the pitiful 
fum of fifty lacks of roupees, about fix hundred and twenty-five 
thoufand pounds, to evacuate Hindoflan. 

Ffuftrated by Sadit, who, we have already obferved, was in the Perfian 

Sadit. camp, hearing of thefe tranfadtions, ufed all poffible means to 

break off the treaty. The regard of Nadir Shaw to his plighted 

faith, was not proof againft the lucrative offers of Sadit. That 

omrah promifed to pay to the Perfian two crores of roupees or 

two 
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two millions five hundred thoufand pounds out of his owa A. D. 1739. 

private fortune, upon condition he fhould reduce the Nizam, and 

place himfelf at the head of the adminiftration, — — In the mean 

time, the Nizam, who was now appointed captain-general by 

the emperor, finding that Nadir Shaw broke the treaty, began 

to talk in a high ftrain, and to make preparations for coming to 

a<5tion with the Perfians, to which the king ftrenuoufly urged 

him. But the adive fpirit of Nadir Shaw was not idle during 

thefe tranfa&ions. He poffeffed himfelf of feveral ftrong pofts, 

round the Indian camp, and totally cut off their fupplies of 

provifions. The Nizam perceiving that he muft aft with great 

difadvantage, if he fliould march out of his lines and attack the 

Ptrfians, began to renew the treaty, and offered more than Sadit 

had done to Nadir Shaw. 

Mahommed, being informed that thefe two villains, without February 20. 
his communication, were making leparate bargains, about mm- refoivcs to 
felf and his empire, and that he even had not the fhadow of of Pcrfil B8 
authority in his own camp, took a bidden refolution to throw 
himfelf upoa the clemency of Nadir Shaw- " A declared erie- 
€i my," faid he to the few friends who ftill adhered to him, is 
<< by no means to be dreaded fo much as fecret foes, under the 
4i fpecious character of friends." Having,, therefore, previoufly 
acquainted the Perfian of. has intentions, he fet out in the morn- 
ing of the 20th, in his travelling throne, with a fmall retinue, 
for Nadir Shaw's camp. 

The king of Pferfia, upon the Mogul's approach, fent his ion, His*eceptio». 
Nifir AUta, to conduft him to the royal tent. Nadir Shaw 
advanced a few fteps from his throne," and embraced Mahom- 
med, and, fitting dowa, placed him upon his left hand. The 
fubftance of their converfation has been already given to the 

Tt public 



322 THE H4ST0RY OF HINDOSTAN. 

A. D. 1739. public by Frafer; and, therefore,, we fhall only obferve herev 
that Nadir Shaw feverely reprimanded the Mogul, for his pufil— 
lanimous behaviour, in paying the Choirt to the Mahrattors, and. 
for fuffering himfelf to be inverted in his camp, in the very cen- 
ter of his dominions, without making one fingle effort to repel 
the invafion* 

Nadir Shaw Nadir Shaw* after this converfation, retired to another tent, 
pe,p * called to him his vizier, and confulted with him what was beffc 
to be done with Mahommed, in this critical fituation. The 
vizier told him, that, fhould he confine the king, the Nizam,, 
who commanded the army, would immediately ad for himfelf;, 
and* as he was an able officer, they might meet with great diffi- 
culty in reducing him. But that, fhould the king be permitted' 
to return to the camp with afliirances of friendfliip and protec- 
tion, & party would join him, that would, at leaft, be a ballancc: 
againfl the influence of the Nizam*. 

His policy Nadir. Shaw faw the propriety of what his vizier advifcd^ He 

immediately returned to the royal tent,, and told Mahommed, 
that, a& hitherto the Imperial houfe of Timur hid not injured the 
Perfians,. it was far from his intentions to deprive Mahom- 
med of his kingdom.. u But," faid he, with a determined' 
look,, "theexpence of this expedition- muft be paid, and, during' 
" the time of collecting, the money,, my fatigued, army muft 
" refrefh themfelvcs irr Delhi/' The. emperor made little reply 
to Nadir Shaw's difcourfe.. He was, ; however,, permitted to re- 
turn to his camp,, and the Per Aan began- to lay fchemes. to feize 
the Nizam. One Cafim Beg was employed in this affair. He, 
in Nadir Shaw's name, made the Nizam many protections of 
fciendfhip* and obtained a promife, that he would vifit that mo- 
narch in his camp. He accordingly, upon, the 24th, fet out, 

and 
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and was, immediately upon his arrival in the Perfun line?, feized, A* D. 1739. 
and, together with fome great omrahs who attended' him, con- 
fined. 

Mahommed, looking upon the Nizam's confinement as a plan February 26. 
laid by the traitor himfelf, in order that he might negotiate mat- 
ters with the Perfian with more fecurity, determined to pay a 
fecond vifit to Nadir Shaw. — That monarch had, by this time, 
fecured moft of the Mogul omrahs, one after another, and when 
the emperor, upon the 26th, arrived in the camp, a tent was 
pitched for him near the royal pavilion. The unfortunate Ma- Mahommed** 
hommed was carried into his tent, and left for fome time alone, hi/mufor- 
A collation was brought him, and he ate very heartily $ with* taDW ' 
out betraying any fymptoms of being affedted with his unhappy 
fituation. Nadir Shaw was greatly aftoniflied when he heard of 
Mahdmmed's behaviour, and exclaimed : u What kind of man 
u muft this be, who can, with fo much indifference, give his 
,f freedom and empire to the wind f But we are told, by the 
* f wife, that greatnefs of mind confifts in two extremes : to 
" fuffer patiently, or to aft boldly $ to defpife the world, or to 
u exert all the powers of the mind fo command it. This man 
« has chofen the former : but the latter was the choice of Nadir 
" Shaw." 

Though Mahommed was hindered from returning to his own ufed with 
camp, he was permitted to have all his domeftics about Him, who £^ sfcaw. 
amounted to three thoufand. A thoufand Perfian *horfe mounted 
guard upon him: but this pretended honor, which was con- 
ferred upon him, was a certain badge of his forlorn condition. 
In the mean time, Kummir, the vizier, Surbullind Chan, the 
Nizam, and all the principal Mogul omrahs, were kept in the 
fame kjind of honorable confinement. The Perfian had now 

T t 2 nothing 
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A. IX 173,9* ijothing to fear from an army without officers. He entered the* 
camp, feized upon the ordnance, the military cheft, the jewels 
office, the wardrobe and armory. — He ordered three months 
pay to be immediately advanced to his troops, and the beft of 
the artillery he fent ofF to Cabul; 

March * Upon the 2d of Zehidge, Nadir Shaw moved from KarnM- 

teWhT** 8 towards Delhi. The emperor, guarded by ten thoufand men*, 
marched a few miles In his rear. The Mogul army were, at the 
feme time* ordered to march in two irregular columns, one on* 
each fide of the Perfians, the front of whofe column was ad*- 
vanced two miles beyond the other two. By continued marches*. 
Nadir Shaw arrived upon the £th in the fuburbs of the city. He: 
himfelf, at the head of 12000 horfe, entered the city next day.. 

Behaviours The king of Perfia,. finding himfelf in pofletfion vf DOBfc. 

£e Nizam, called the Nizam and Sadit into his prefence, and addreffed tbem* 
in the following extraordinary manner : " Arc not you both: 
" moft. ungrateful villians to^your king and country ; who, after 
" pofleffing fuch wealth and dignities,, called gae from my awi* 
" dominions, to ruin- them and yourfelves ? But I will fcourge 
" you all with my wrath, which is the inftrument of the ven- 
" geance of God." Having fpoke thefe words, he fpit upon, 
their beards, the higheft affront poflible to Muflulmen, and turned* 
them, with every mark of indignity, from his prcfenccu. 

► • 

After the traitors were tfaruft out into the court of the palace,, 
the Nizam addreffed himfelf to Sadit, and fwore, by the holy, 
prophet, that he would not furvive this indignity. Sadit ap- 
plauded his refolution, and fwore he would fwallow poifon upon 
his return home ; the Nizam did. the fame ; and both determined 
in appearance upon death, retired to their refpective houies. 

. . Sadit, 
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Sadit, in the mean time, fent a trufty fpy to bring him 'intel- A D ' \ 7 ^' 
Bgence when the Nizam fhould take his draught. The Nizam, t0 dcftroy 
Being come home, appeared in the deepeft afflidtion : but having * bcmfelT< »* 
privately intimated his plot td a fervant, he ordered him t6 brings 
him the poifon. The fervant adked his part welL He brought 
him an innocent draught, with great relu&ance. The Nizam, 
after fome hefitation, and having formally faid his prayers,. drank 
ft off in the prefence of Sadit's fpy, and foon after pretended to 
fall down dead. The fpy haftened back to his matter, and told 
Him that the Nizam had juft expired. Sadif, afliamed of being, 
outdone in a point of honor by his fellow in iniquity, fwallowed; 
a draught of real poifon, and became the juft inflrument of 
punifhment to his own villainy. The Nizam was not afhamed* 
to live,, though none had greater reafon*. He even pfided in 
that wicked trick, by which he had rid himfelf of his rival, 
and : afterwards a&ually enjoyed the intended fruits of all his% 
villainies < 

The Perfian, in the mean time, placed guards upon the gates Gates of 
of Delhi, with orders to permit no perfon whatever to pafs in or DeU " ftul# 
Out without his fpecial licence. Th'efe ftri<St injunctions were 
given to prevent the inhabitants from: evacuating the place, and- 
frojn carrying away their wealth.. He,, at the fame time, iffued 
his commands, that no perfon whatfoever ihould be moleftedj. 
But he demanded twenty-five crores, about thirty millions of our 
money, as a contribution for /paring the city. 

Whilft the magiftrates were contriving ways and means to raife contribotionB 
this enormous fum, by laying a tax in proporti5n to their wealth. in,pofcd# 
on individuals, famine began to rage in the city, as all commu- 
nication with the country wa6 cut, off. Upon the io'th Nadir March 10 
Shaw ordered the granaries to be dpened, And fold ri<Je at ascertain 

price. 
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'739' 



A tumult. 



price. This occafioned a prodigious mob in all the public Bazars, 
particularly in the Shawgunge,. or royal market. A Perfian fol- 
dier in this market, feeing a man felling pigeons, feized by force 
upon his bafket. The fellow, to whom the pigeons belonged, 
made a hideous outcry, and proclaimed aloud, That Nadir Shaw 
had ordered a general pillage. 

The mob immediately fell upon the Perfian, who was protedted 
by fome of his own countrymen. A great tumult arofe, and 
fome perfons, bent upon more mifchief, cried aloud, That Nadir 
Shaw was dead ; and that now was the time to drive the Perfians 
out of the city. The citizens, who in general carried arms, 
drew their fwords, and began to cut to pieces the Perfians, where- 
ever they could be found. The report of the death of Nadir 
Shaw flew, like lightning, through every ftreet in Delhi; and all 
places were filled with tumult, confuiion, and death. It was now 
dark, and the Perfians, who had been draggling through the city, 
returned to the citadel, except Iwq thoufand who were killed by 
the mob- 



tfadir Shaw 
informed of 
tfee tumult. 



March n. 



About twelve ojclock at night, the king of Perfia was informed 
of thefe tranfadtions. He immediately ordered what men he had 
with him underarms, and, putting himfelf at their head, marched 
out as far as the Mufgid of Rofhin ul Dowlat. He thought it 
prudent to halt there till day-light (hould appear. He, in the 
mean time, fent for the Nizam, Sirbillund, and Kimmir the Mo- J 
gul vizier, and threatened to put them to inftant death, charging 
them with fomenting thefe tumults. They fwore upon the Coran, 
that they were innocent, and he pardoned them. When day 
began to appear, a perfon from a neighbouring terrace fired upon 
Nadir Shaw, and killed an officer by his fide. The king was fo 
enraged, that, though the tumult had, by this time, totally 

fubfided, 
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fubfided, he ordered the officers of the cavalry to lead their A - D - »739- 
fquadrons through the ftreets, and fome mufqueteers to fcour 
the terraces, and to* commence a general maflacre among the 
unfortunate inhabitants* This order was executed with fo much Orders a ge- 
rigor, that,; before twa o'clock in the afternoon, above 100,000 *** 
without diitin&ioa of age, fex, or condition, ky dead in their 
blood, though not above one third part of the city wa& vifited by 
the fword. Such was the panic, terror and confufion of thefe 
poor wretches,, that inftead of bravely oppofing deaths the men 
threw down their arms, and, with their wives and children, 
fobmitted themfelves like (heep to the daughter. One Perfian 
foldier often butchered a whole family, without meeting with 
ajxy refiftance. The Hindoos, according to their barbarous 
cuftom, ihut up their wives and daughters, and fet fire to their 
apartments, and then threw themfelves into the flames. Thou- 
fands plunged headlong into wells, and were drowned ; death 
was feen in every horrid fljapc; and, at laft, feemed rather to> 
be fought after than avoided. 

The king of Perfia fat, during this dreadful fcene, in the- 
Mufgid of Rofhin ul Dowlat. None but the flaves durft come 
near him, for his countenance was dark and terrible. At length,, 
the unfortunate emperor, attended by a number of his chief 
omrahs, ventured to approach him with downcaft eyes. The 
omrahs, who preceded Mahommed, bowed down their fore- 
heads to the ground. Nadir Shaw flernly afked them what 
they wanted ? They cried out, with one voice, *♦ Spare the city/* 
Mahommed faid not a word, but the tears flowed faft from his 
eyes. The tyrant, for once touched with pity, (heathed hi9 
fword, and faid, "For the fake of the prince Mahommed, I 
" forgive/' 
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A. D. 1739- No foone* had he pronounced thcfe words than, according te 
our author, the maffacre was ftopt; and fc inftantaneoii£w**the 
tfffGt of his orders, that in a few minutes every thing was calm 
in the city. He then retired into the citadel, and inquired into 
the original caufe of this tumult. The noble Send Neaz, the 
iuperintendant of the roy at* market, for .having been- aftive hi 
this affair, was put to death. Kifrae, a brave fttarah, for hav- 
ing defended his houfe againft the Perfians who" came to maffacre 
. his family, but who had not been concerned in the tumult* was 

beheaded. J *• : 

* • ■ • '- * 

» 

Maffacre mt The tyrant's ihirft for Wood was not yet fetisfied. He fent 

detachments daily to^phinder the villages near Delhi, and to put 
$J1 the inhabitants to the fword. Six thoufend of the inhabitants 
'of Mpgulpurra were cut off for a very trivial offence. He- fent 
a party- into tbd royal market, where the tumult firft arofe, and 
ordered feven hundred perfons to be feized indifcriminately, and 
their nofes and ears to be cut off. 

The city pii- When, now all difturbaaces were quelled by the blood of the 
agc ' unfortunate Delhians, the king of Perfia had leifure to pillage 

ithe city at pleafure. He feized upon the public treafure and the 
regalia of the Mogul emperor. Jn the treafury ievcral vaults were 
4ifcovered, in which much- wealth lay concealed, as well as 
many valuable effe<$$* In the public treafury was found in fpecie, 
near four millions fterling : in the private vaults were two mil- 
lions five hundred thoufand. The jewel-office was eftimated at 
thirty millions darling, including the famous throne of the Mo- 
gul emperoxs, which was valued at more than, twelve millions, 
- The royal wardrobe and armory were reckoned worth feven mil- 
lions fterling. Eight millions were railed in fpecie, by way of con- 
tribution, upon the city, and about ten millions in jewels; all 

which 
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which, together with horfes, camels and elephants, amount to A - D - *759- 
about fixty-two millions five hundred thonfand pounds of our 
money. 

Great cruelties were exercifed in levying the contributions upon Nadir Shaw'* 

cruelty. 

the city. Under an arbitrary government, like that of India, 
individuals find it neceflary to conceal their wealth. Some 
omrahs, therefore, who had very little, were taxed very high, 
whilft others who were rich came off with a moderate fum. 
Many of the former, under the fuppofition, that they actually 
poffeffed more wealth, were, after they had given all they were 
worth in the world, tortured to death ; whilft others, to avoid 
pain, fhame and poverty, put, with their own hands, an end ta 
their miferable existence. 



Upon the 21ft ofMohirrim, the king of Perfia celebrated the 
nuptials of his fon, the prince Nafir Ali, with the daughter of 
Ezidan, the fon of Kam, and grandfon of the famous Aurung- 
zebe. The Shaw himfelf difcovered a violent defire to cfpoufe 
the beautiful daughter of Muziffer * ; but he was prevented by 
one of his wives, who had the art to command the furious fpi- 
rit of Nadir Shaw, which the reft of the world could not controul. 

During all thefe tranfadtions the gates of the city were kept Hnaniyr of 
fhut. Famine began to rage every day more and more; but the 
Shaw was deaf to the miferies of mankind. The public fpirit of 
Tucki, a famous adtor, deferves to be recorded upon this occafion. 
He exhibited a play before Nadir Shaw, with which that monarch 
was fo well pleafed, that he commanded Tucki to afk, and what 
he wiflied fhould be done for him. Tucki fell upon his face, 
and faid, " O king, command the gates to be opened, that the 
# The brother of Dowran. He was (lain in the battle at Karnal. 

U u « poor 
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A. D. 1739-' " poor may not perfth." His requeft was granted, and half the 
city poured out into the country; and the place was fupplied in. 
a few days with plenty of provifions. 



Mahommed 
retaliated ia 
the throne. 



The king of Perfia, having now raifed all the money he could 
in Delhi, reinftated Mahommed in the empire, upon the: 
third of Sifter, with great folemnity and pomp. He placed the 
crown upon his head with his own hand, and prefented him with 
a rich honorary d re fs? diftributing, at the fame time, forty 
more among the Mogul omrahs. He then gave to the emperor 
fome inftru&ions concerning the regulation of his army; to> 
which he added fome general maxims of government. He put 
him upon his guard againft the Nizam, who, he plainly per- 
ceived,, afpired above the rank of a fubjedt. " Had not I," faid 
the king of Perfia f " fooliftily paffed my word for his fafety, the 
« old * traitor fhould not live to difturb Mahommed." 



Nadir Shaw Everything being ready upon the 7th, for Nadir Shaw'a 

marches to- ▼* /• n • n i • /^ i i • 

ward* Pcrila. return to Perfia, (trite orders were iliued to his army to carry no 
flaves away, nor any Indian women, contrary to their inclinations, 
upon pain of immediate death. Before his departure, he obliged 
Mahommed formally to cede to the crown of Perfia, the pro- 
. vinces of Cabul, Pefhawir, Kandahar, Ghizni, Moultan and 
Sind, or, in general, all thofe countries which lie to the north- 
weft of the Indus. The whole of the treafure which Nadir 
Shaw carried from Hindoftan, amounted, by the beft computa- 
tion, to eighty millions of our money. 

Hischara&cr. When this deftru&Lve comet, to ufe the expreffion of our 
Indian author, rolled back from the meridian of Delhi, he burnt 
all the towns and villages in his way to Lahore, and marked his 

The Nizam was near ninety years, of age, 

rout 
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rout with devaftation and death. €€ But before he difappears be- A - D * '739* 
" hind the mountains of Perfia," fays our author, continuing the 
metaphor of the comet, " it may not be improper to throw fome 
light on the character of this fcourge of Hindoftan." Nadir 
Shaw, together with great ftrength of body, was endued with 
uncommon force of mind. Innured to fatigue from his youth> 
ftruggling with dangers and difficulties, he acquired vigor from 
oppofition, and a fortitude of foul, unknown in a life of eafe. 
His ambition was unbounded and undifguifed : he never fawned 
for power, but demanded it as the property of his fuperior parts. 
Had he been born to a throne, he defer ved it; had he continued 
a fubjedt, his glories would have been lefs dazzling, but more 
permanent and pure. 

In a country where patriotifm and honor are principles little 
known, fear is the only means to inforce obedience. This ren- 
dered Nadir Shaw fo cruel and inexorable, that often, in his 
rage an^ the hurry of aftion, he infli&cd general punifhments 
for the crimes of a few. Courage, which he poflefled in com- 
mon with the lion, was his only virtue; and he owed his great- 
neft to the great defe&s of his mind. Had his eye melted at . 
human miferies, had his foul (huddered at murder, had his 
breaft glowed once with benevolence, or, had his heart revolted 
at any injuftice, he might have lived to an old age, but he would 
have died without the name of Nadir.* 

The king of Perfia having evacuated India, the Nizam began Ambition of 
to difcover his own ambitious defighs. His rivals were now all 
removed; fome by his villainy, and others by favorable acci- 
dents. Without oppofition, the management of affairs fell into 
his hands. Though he ingrofled, in fadt* the whole power, he 

♦ Wonderful. 

Uua delegated 
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delegated the great offices of the ftate to others. The name of 
vizier was retained by Kimmer, and that of captain-general, 
was conferred upon the Nizam's fon, the noble Ghazi ul Dien. 
He appointed Emirfubadar of Allahabad, which fo difgufted Ma- 
homed Bunguifh, to whom that government was promifed by 
the former adminiftration, that he left the court without leave* 
and repaired to his eftate at FerochabacL 

Scifdarjong The government ofOud being vacant by the death of Sadit 

Ood. thatfubafhip was conferred upon an omrah, called Seifdar Jung, 

together with the title of Burhan ul muluck. The Nizara, 

having nothing to fear from the fubas of the other provinces* 

continued them in their employs. Not with (landing the fevece 

blow which the empire had juft received, no meafures were 

taken to revive the declining power of the crown. This was, 
by no means, the intereft of the Nizam, who now afiumed 

every thing of the king,, but the name,, 
debility of Mahommed having fuffered himfelf to be diverted of His 

the empire. ° 

power in his capital, it could not be expedted that his autho- 
rity (hould be much regarded in the provinces. The nabobs 
and Indian princes, throughout the empire, paid now little at- 
tention to the firmans of the court of Delhi. Each of them en- 
tertained ideas of independence, and actually poflefled a regal 
authority in their governments. — The Mahrattors, who Had, for 
fome time back, made large ftrides to eftablifh the ancient Hin- 
doo government in India, in the year 1153, made an incurfion. 
A.D. 1740. into the Carnatic with an army of eighty thoufand horfe, under 
the command of Ragojee. Haying forced the pafles of the 
mountains, they fell unexpectedly upon Doofl Ali,. nabob of 
that province, in fubordination to the Nizam, who was gover- 
aor-gentral of the Decan. The forces of Ali Dooft^ were de- 
feated: 
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feated, and he himfelf, together with his fon, Haffin AH, fell 
in the adtion, after having exhibited extraordinary feats of bra- 
very and firmnefs. 

Sipadar Ali, the fon, and Chunder Saib, the fon-in-law of Affairs of thr 
Dooft Ali, had ftill confiderable armies under their command, Dccaft * 
But both having views upon the government of the province, 
inftead of oppofing the Mahrattors, committed hoftilities upon 
one another. The confequence was, that they were obliged to 
fhut themfelves up in places of ftrength, the firft in Velour, and 
the latter in Trichinopoly. The enemy were, by this means,, 
permitted to ravage the province at their leifure, and to raife: 
heavy contributions upon the inhabitants-* 

Sipadar Ali, finding he could efFedt nothing in the field againft 
the Mahrattors, fet a negotiation on foot with them, by the 
means of his father's minifter, who had been taken prifoner in 
the a&ion by thofe barbarians. It was at laft determined in 
private, that, upon condition the Mahrattors fhould immediately 
evacuate the Carnatic, they fhould receive one hundred lacks of 
roupees, at ftated periods; and that, as a fecurity for the payment 
of this fum, they fhould be put in pofleflion of the territory of 
Trichinopoly. One of the terms was, that Sipadar Ali fhould, 
be acknowledged nabob of the Carnatic.. 

Ali, having thus ffrengthened himfelf with the alliance of 
the Mahrattors, his brother-in-law thought it prudent to pay. 
him homage at Arcot; not knowing that Trichinopoly, and thofe 
diftri&s which he poflcfled, had been made over to the Mahrat- 
tors r . The barbarians, in the mean time, returned to their own 
dominions; but, about fix months thereafter, they made a fc^ 
cond irruption into the Carnatic, to take pofleflion of the terri- 
tories^ 
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A. D. 1740. torics which had been privately ceded to them by Sipadar Ali. 
Chunder Saib (hut himfelf up in Trichinopoly ; and after fuf- 
taining a liege of three months, was, upon the feventh of Mo- 
hirrim, 1154, obliged to furrender at difcretion. 



Affairs at 
JDelki. 



Thefe tranfa&ions in the Decan did not difturb the peace at 
Delhi. The king and his minifters continued in a profound lethargy 
ever fince the invafion of Nadir Shaw, and fcemed indifferent about 
the affairs of the diftant provinces. But a prefTing danger at home 
roufed them for a moment. A fellow, from the low rank of a 
grafs-cutter, raifed himfelf to the command of a gang of rob- 
bers. As in the debiliatcd ftate of government, he committed, 
for fome time, his depredations with impunity, his banditti, by 
degrees, fwelled to an army of twelve thoufand men. He im- 
mediately affumed the imperial enfigns, under the title of Da- 
ranti Shaw. This mufliroom of a king was, however, foon de- 
ftroyed. Azim Alia, a gallant omrah, was fentagainfl him with 
an army from Delhi. He came up with the rebels, cut the moil 
of them to pieces, and flew Daranti in the a&ion. This hap- 
pened in the 11 53 of the Higera. 



In the month of Regib, 1 1 54, Sipadar Ali, nabob of the 
Carnatic, was aflaflinated by his brother-in-law, Mortaz Ali, who 
immediately acceded to Mufnud. But a general mutiny arifing 
in the army, the murderer was obliged to fly from his capital, 
in a female drefs ; and Mahummud, the fon of Sipadar, was 
proclaimed fuba of the Carnatic. 



Nizam 
marches into 
uic Uccau. 



The Nizam, who claimed the fovereignty of the Decan, feeing 
thefe repeated revolutions in the Carnatic, without his concurrence, 
began to prepare to leave the court of Delhi. He fettled his 
affairs with the miniftry, and returned to Hydrabad. He imme- 
diately 
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diately colle&ed an army, and, in the month of Ramzan, 1155, A ' D ' l?41 " 
marched towards the Carnatic with near three hundred thoufand 
men. In the Siffer of 11 56, the Nizam arrived at Arcot with- 
out oppofition ; and found the country in fuch anarchy and con^ 
fufion, thatnolefs than twenty petty chiefs had affumed the titles 
of Nabob, The Nizam made a regulation, that whoever fhould 
take the name of Nabob, for the future, without pcrmiflion, 
fhould be publickly fcourged ; and raifed immediately Abdulla, 
one of his own generals, to the fubafhip of Arcot ; ordering the 
fon of Sipadar Ali into confinement. He, at the fame time,, 
poffed himfelf of the city of Trichonopoly by means of a fum 
of money which he gave to Malhar Raw, who commanded there 
on the part of the Mahrattors. 

The Nizam, without drawing the fwo{d, thus fettled the Settles that, 
affairs of the Carnatic. He returned in triumph to Golcondah, country * 
whither Abdulla, the new governor of Arcot, accompanied him. 
Abdulla,. returning towards his government, was, the firft night 
after his taking leave of the Nizam, found dead in his bed. Ab- 
dulla was fucceeded in the Nabobfhip of Arcot, by Anwar ul 
Dien Chan ; who, according, to the accounts of fome fufpicious 
Afiatics, was faid to have made away with his predeceffor in office- 
There was, however, no reafonable foundation for this fufpicion- 
He was defcended of one of the nobleft of the Mogul families 
and remarkable for his juftice and moderation. At once a foldier 
and a fcholar, he was fitted both for the field and cabinet. His 
talents procured to him the government of the Carnatic; he 
made different pilgrimages to Mecca, which made him as much 
revered for his piety, as he was efteemed for his abilities. He 
died in arms, at the age of eighty, in defending hk dominions 
againft the enemies of Great Britain* 

The: 
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A. D. i74«. t] ]C Nizam in this abfolute manner difpofed of the provinces 
dependent! 1 °^ ^ lc l^ ecan » without the concurrence of the court, and ac- 
tually became king of that country, though he never aflumed 
that title. In the mean time, the Nizam's fon, Ghazi ul Dien, 
overawed the emperor at Delhi, and left that indolent prince no 
more than the mere fhadow of royalty. 



Bengal 



Revolt in Whilft the Decan, that great limb of the Mogul empire, was 

cut off by the Nizam, Aliverdi Chan ufurped the government of 
Bengal, Behar, and Orifla. This fellow was once a common 
foldier, who, togethet with his brother Hamed, came from 
Tartary in queft of fervice to Delhi. In that city they continued 
for fome time in the fervice of the famous Dowran, and after- 
wards became menial fervants to Suja Chan, nabob of Cat tack. 
Suja Chan, after the death of Jaffier, fucceeded to the govern- 
ment of the three provinces of Bengal, Behar, and Orifla. The 
two Tartars, being poflefled of good natural parts and fome edu- 
cation, rofe gradually into office, and were greatly favored by 
the nabob. Hamed had, in a manner, become his prime mi- 
nifter, and, by his political intrigues in the Haram, obtained 
the place of Naib, or deputy of the province of Behar, for his 
brother Aliverdi, who was then a captain of horfe. Aliverdi 
was not long eftablifhed in his high employ, when he began to 
tamper with the venal miniftry of Delhi, for a feparate commif- 
fion for the province, which he then held of Suja Chan. Money, 
which has great influence in every country, is all powerful in 
Hindoftan. Aliverdi ftrengthened his folicitations with a round 
fum, and, by the means of the captain-general Dowran, became 
" independent fuba of Behar. 

Suja Chan dying foon after, was fucceeded in the fubafliip of 
Bengal by his fon Sirfaraz. We do not mean to infinuate, that 

he 
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he had any right of inheritance to his fathers government, or AD. 1741. 
that the fubadary had been eftablifhed in his family by any grant 
of the crowir, which was contrary to the eftablifhed law& of the 
empire : but the imperial authority was now fo weak, that the na- 
bobs took upon themfelves to bequeath the governments to their 
fons, who were afterwards, through a fatal neCeflity, generally 
confirmed from Delhi* 

Sirfaraz, being a man of a haughty and imperious difpofition, 
foon loft the afFe&ion of all his officers. He difgraced Hamed, 
and tarnifhed the honor of the powerful farhily of thofe opulent 
merchants, the Jagga Seat, by a foolifh a£t of power. Hamed, 
however, took advantage of the difaffe&iori to Sirfaraz's govern- 
ment. He formed a confpiracy againft the nabob, and invited . 
his brother Aliverdi to invade Bengal. Aliverdi accordingly 
marched from Patna, in the month of Ramzan 1154^ and en- 
tering Bengal, defeated and killed Sirfaraz, at Geriah, near 
Muxadabad, and, without further oppofition, became fuba of 
the three provinces* 

The weak emperor, ihftead of chaftifing the ufurper with an M itlc *•• 

' •■ ■ haviourof die 

army from Delhi, fell upon an expedient, at once difgraceful emperor* 
and impolitic. The Mahrattors threatened Mahommed for the 
Chout, which, before the Perfian invafiorj, he had promised to 
pay them ; and he gave them a commiffion to jraife it themfelves 
upon the revolted provinces. The Suu * Raja, the chief of the 
Mahrattors, fent accordingly an army of 50000 horfe, from his 
capital of Sattara, to invade Bengal. This force, under the con- 
duct of Bofcar Pundit, ravaged, with fire and fword, all thofe 
diftri&s which lie to the weft of the Ganges. '. 

# Suu, in the ShanfcritU language* figniiies Glorious. 

X x Aliverdi, 



33* 



THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN. 



A. D. 1742. 

Aliverdi Chan 
ufurps the go- 
vernment of 
Bengal, &c. 



Aliverdi, who was a brave foldier* defended hirnfelf with great 
refolution. But he owed more to his villainy than to his arms. 
Having found means to ai&ffinate the leader of the Mahrattors, 
he forced them to retreat. — When the news &f the murder 
reached the ears of the Suu Raja, bs ordered two other armies 
into Bngal ; one by the way of Behar, and another by that of 
.Cattack. The firft was commanded by Balia Raw, and the latter 

by Ragojee. Aliverdi, not being able to cope with this great 

force in the field, had recourfe to art* He fpwed diflention be- 
tween the two chiefs; fet a private treaty on foot with Balla 
Raw; who, having received two years Chout, evacuated the 
provinces, leaving his colleague to make the beft terms he cpuld 
for himfelf* The fqale was now turned againft thp Majirattors^ 
Ragojee retreated to Cattack, and, with conftant incurfions and 
flying parties, greatly harrafled the provinces. The good for-? 
tune of Aliverdi at length prevailed* and he.faqr himfeif hide-? 
pendent {bvereign of Bengal, Behar, and Ori/Ta^ thqugh, ft* 
quiet the minds of the people, he pretended to poflefs grartfft 
from the courts which he hSmfelf had adlually fprged*. 



We have been purpofely. fuccin& 01* the manner in whithu 
the Decan and Bengal were difmembered from the- empire, a& 
the fa&s are already pretty well known in Europe.. We re- 
turn> now, to. the affairs of the interior provinces. ThbfpbjejflL 
has hitherto been touched by no writer, and very few Euro- 
peans in Afia have made any confiderable enquiries . concent 
ingit. 



Affairs at 
court*. 



During thefe traofo&ions, nothing happened at Delhi, but the. 
intrigues and factions of a weak and' corrupt admin irt ration. In 
the year 1157, ^ Mahuminud, a Patan of the Rohilla tribe* - 
Zemindar of Bangur and Awja* began to appear in arms. Alt' 
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was a foldier of fortune, and a native of the mountains of Ca- A - k. 1744* 
buliftan, who, fbrae years befort his rebellion, came to Delhi, 
with about three hundred followers of his own tribe, and was 
entertained in the imperial fervice. Being efteemed a gallant 
officer, the command of a fmall diftrid, upon the road between 
Delhi and Lahore, was conferred upon him"; where he enter- 
tained all vagrants of his own clan, who came down in queft of 
military fervice, from their native mountains. In this manner 
AH expended all the rents of his diftri&, and he was hard pref- 
fed for the payment of the crown's proportion of his income, 
by the fojedar of Muradabad, to whom he was accountable. 

Hernind, the fojedar, defpairing to get any part of the revenue 
from Ali, by fair means, prepared to ufe force. He raifed 
15000 of his own VJtfTals, With a defign to expel or chafttfc tke 
refractory Zemindar. Ali, by the affiftance of his northern 
friends, who lived upon him, defeated Hernind, with great 
daughter, and thug told the foundation of the Rohiila govern- 
rhent, now fo formidable in Hindoftan. 

Kimmir, the vizier, upon receiving intelligence at Delhi of 
this blow to the regal authority, difpatched his own ion, the 
noble Munnu, a youth of great bravery, with an army of 30000, 
againft the rebels. Munnu, croffing the Jumna, advanced to a 
plac* called Gurmuchtifher, on the banks of the Ganges, and 
found that Ali had acquired fo much ftfength firicc his 
late vi&ory, that he feared the ifliie of ah cngagemeht. A 
nfegotiation, therefore, was fer on foot, and, after the armlet 
hid lain three months in fight of one another, a treaty was con- 
cluded- The conditions were, that Ali (hould keep pofTeffion 
of the countries, formerly coftfprditfndcd in Ae government of* 

■" Xiil Hernind, 
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A. D. i7*j. Hernind, upon paying the ancient revenues to the crown, and 
that, in the mean time* one year's payment flbould be advanced, 
in four months* - - 

After this treaty was ratified, Munna retyrned to Delhi : but 
the appointed time elapfed, without any payments on the part, 
of AIL He continued to ftrengthen himfelf,. annexed more di£- 
tridts to his government, and ravaged the neighbouring countries 
tQ fubfift his army.. He,, ia ihort; became formidable enough, 
to roufe the indolent emperor from his lethargy. That monarch- 
took the field, with fifty or fixty thoufand. horiSq, and in the yean 
1 158,. crofied the Jumna.. 

leUUioa Ali, upon the king*s approach, retreated acjro& the Ganges^ 

tttitaL an( j ^ ut fxiprjfelf \n Bangur, a. plac? of fome ffrength, where the. 

imperial army invefted him. The rebel* for the. firft two. nights*. 

made fucqefsful fallies* and killed many in the imporial camp.. 

The king, however, having, drawn- line^ of ckcumvallation round 

the fort, after a inort but bloody fiege,, obliged the garrifon to. 

capitulate. Ali made terms for his own life, and he was brought 

prifoner to Delhi, where he remained in confinement foe fix. 

months,,. , 



The Patan chiefs, who. were- alwayjs,.ia private, enemies-to the 
government of the Moguls, cafling their eyes upon \ Ali,,, as a* 
very proper perfoo to ?aife, : their own intereft,. folicited, the: em- 
peror for his rel?,afe.. The, weak. Rionarch- granted their rcque&j; 
but the Patans v not. yet fatisfied* obtained for Ali. the fiajedarihip, 
of Sirhind.r--This was fuch wretched policy, ia the court: of? 
Delhi* that nothing but, dowqj-ight infatuation, fa\\y p and thp, 
Uft degree of corruption ip.the.minifjt^ cpuki ever, have. per-, 
witted it, to fake place., The cpufoquence was, that Ali col- 

kded; 
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Ie&ed his difperfed tribe, kept poffeflion of Sirhind, of feveral *• D - l 74«- 
diftri&s between the rivers and beyond the Ganges, without re- 
mitting one roupee to court. 

We have already feen, that all the provinces to the north-weff Achmet Ab~ 
of the Indus were ceded to Nadir Shaw. When that conqueror 
was affaffinatcd in Perfia, Achmet Abdalla, a native of Herat, 
who had raifed hirafelf in his fervice, from the office of Chobdar r 
or mace-bearer, to that of Chazanchi, or treafurer, found means, 
with the affiftanceof his own tribe, in the confufton which fuc- 
cpeded the Shaw's death, to carry off three hundred camels loaded 
with wealth, to the mountains of Afganiftan- This treafure 
enabled Abdalla to raife an army, and to poffefs himfelf by de- 
grees of the diftri&s of the mountains, Herat, part of Chor- 
raflan, and all the provinces ceded by the crown of Hiridoftan 
to the king of Perfia. Thus Abdalla laid the foundation of an- 
empire, in thofe countries, which formerly compofed the great 
monarchy of GhiznL 

Abdalla, perceiving the declining ftate of the Mogul government invades thr 
in Hindoftan, croflcd the Nilab, the ancient Hydafpes, one of the empu€5 
branches of the Indus, in the beginning of the year 1 166, and raid- 
ing contributions upon his march,, advanced towards Delhi; with* 
5000a horfc. The poor Delhians were ftruck with univerfal panic. 
The king himfelf was fick ; and there were diftradtions in the 
councils of the minifters. The pre fibre of the danger cemented 
all their differences*. Ahmed Shaw, the prince royal, Kimmir, 
the vizier, Seid Sullabit, and Seifdar Jung, took the field, with 
80000 horfe, and marched to oppofe the invader. 

The imperial army leftXtelhi upon the 18th of Siffer, and ad- boppofed:. 
*anced to a place called Minoura, twenty miles beyond Sfrbind. 

Abdalla'* 
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A. D. a 747- Abdalla's army were here in fight; and both, afraid of the iffae 
of a battle, flrongly entrenched themfelves. In this (ituatiott 
they remained for thirty days ; fometimes fkirmiihing, and at 
other times negotiating ; but the Mogul prince having no money 
to give f Abdalla would not retreat. 

The vkier Abdalla, in the mean time, found means to advance fome 

killed. 

pieces of artillery, which bore upon the flank of the imperial 
army. In the evening the vizier, being at prayers, received a 
fhot in the knee, and died that night. As he was very much 
efteemed by the army, which in reality he commanded, though 
the prince bore the name, it was propofed to Ahmed Shaw, by 
Munnu, the vizier's fon, to conceal his death, left the troops, 
who depended upon his courage and capacity, (hould be affefted 
by that accident. The prince, feeing the propriety of this 
meafurc, called together a few of his principal omrahs, and held 
a council of war. It was refolved, that the body of the vizier 
rtiould be mounted upon his own elephant, in the howadar, flip— 
ported with pillows 5 and that in the morning, by day-break, 
they fhould ifiue out of the camp and engage the enemy. 

Policy of ku Orders were accordingly given that night to the omrahs, to 
fon# hold thejr troops in readinefs, and their refpc&ivc ftations ap» 

pointed to each. In the morning, before day, the imperial army 
was in motion ; but Abdalla, having previous notice of their in- 
tentions, had prepared to^receive them in his camp. The young* 
prince Ahmed led the attack with, uncommon bravery, and fra* 
gallantly feconded by Munnu, who performed furprizing fears 
of perfonal valor,— -The Perfian defended himfelf with equal re-* 
Solution, for the fpace of three hours. At length, his entrench- 
ments* were trodden down by the elephants, and the imperial 
army poured into his camp* 

Aa 
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An unfortunate circumftance, at this inftant, totally changed A. D. 1747 

* m A battle* 

the face of affairs. Iffur Singh, the fonof Joyfingh, the Indian 
prince of Amere, who commanded twenty thoufand horfe, rode 
up to the vizier's elephant for orders, and difcovered that he was 
dead. Iffur Singh was naturally a coward, and only wanted an 
excufe to hide his head from danger* He turned immediately 
his face from the field, and was followed by all his troops- 
The flight of fo great a part of the army drew many after them, 
particularly Seifdar Jung, governor of Oud, and father of the 
prefent Souja ul Dowlat. Abdalla not only recovered his troops- 
from their confufion, but preffed hard upon the imperialifts; 
in his turn. Munnp, upon this urgent occafion, difplayed all 
the bravery of a young hero, together with all the condufl: of 
an old general. He formed in a column/ and encouraging his 
troops, by words and example, bent his whale force againft Ab- 
dalla' s center. He* at the feme, time, difpatched ameflenger to 
Iflur Singh and Seifdar Jung, afluring them that Abdalla was 
already defeated, and if they would return and aflift him in the 
purfiiit, he would permit none of them ever to repafs the Indus- 
The ftratagem had the defired effedh They returned in fidl 
gallop to the field, and renewed the charge with great vigor. 

Abdalla, having almoft aflured himfelf of the viftory, was, by AWailad^ 
this Unexpected check, thrown into great confufion. Munnu fc * €d# 
took immediate advantage of the enemy's conflernation, drove 
them off the field, and purfued them ten miles beyond their 
camp. The lofs was nearly equal on both fides; but a com- 
pleat victory remained to the Moguls; for which they were en*- 
tirely indebted to the furprifing efforts of Munnuv 

A fingle defeat was not enough to difcourage Abdalfa,. who Wis a D d*anu 
was a brave officer. He collected his difcomfitcd army, dif- €dbeh ™<>* 

graced 
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A. D. 1747% graced fome of his chief omrahs, conferred their rank and 
honors upon others, rewarded thofe who had behaved well, and, 
with his fword drawn, riding through and through his troops, 
encouraged them again to adtion. The Moguls were not a little 
iurprized, next morning, to fee Abdalla, whom they prepared to 
purfue, with his army drawn up in order of battle before their 
camp.— -This uncommon confidence in a defeated enemy, threw 
a damp upon the courage of the conquerors. They contented 
themfelves with forming the line, and witfi (landing in expecta- 
tion of the charge.— Abdalla, as the prince had fome advantage 
of ground, at the fame time declined coming to a&ion, and, in 
the evening, encamped at a fmali diftance. 

Afecondbat- The fecond day was fpent in (kirmiflies, and a di/lant can- 
nonade: but, upon the third, to ufe a Perfian expreflion, the 
interval of battle was clofed, and the (hock was very violent. 
Though irregular armies of horfe make little impreffion upon a 
folid body of well-difciplined infantry; yet when they engage 
one another, upon equal terms, each trufts to the ftrength of his 
own arm, and the battle is in general extremely bloody. This 
irregular kind of attack, it muft be allowed, requires a greater 
degree of perfonal courage, where man to man is oppofed, than 
to (land wedged in a clofe battalion, where the danger may in- 
deed be as great, but not fo apparent. 

Ab(?ai!aagain The young prince Ahmed diftinguiflied himfelf in a particular 
manner in this adlion; and Munnu, tenacious of the glory 
he had already acquired, was not to be redded. Abdalla, after 
an obftinate refiftance, was again driven off the field, and pur- 
fuedacrofs the Suttuluz. Here Abdalla, in fpite of his misfor- 
tunes, like an able and gallant commander, put the bed face 
upon his affairs* He had loft all his artillery and baggage, and 

being 



defeated. 
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being now lefs incumbered than the imperial army, he made a a. d. 1747. 
forced march, and, taking a circuit to the right, repafled the 
river, and next day, to the aftonifhment of the prince and 
Munnu, was heard of thirty-fix miles in the rear, in full 
march towards Delhi. 

Intelligence of Abdalla's march being received in the capital, Tnmithercar 
every thing fell into the utmoft confufion, and a general panic army. 
prevailed. Ghazi ul Dien, the Nizam's fon, being at court, 
collected what forces he could, and marched out of the city to 
oppofe Abdalla. The enemy hearing of this army in their front, 
would proceed no further. His troops, with one voice, told 
Abdalla, That, before they advanced towards Delhi, it was 
neceflary to defeat the imperial army which was behind them. 
He was therefore conftrained to march back towards the prince 
and Munnu, who expe&ed a third battle: but Abdalla 
thought it prudent to decline it ; and, by night, repafled the 
Moguls, and continued his rout to Lahore. 

A change of affairs at the court of Delhi happening at this Affairt at 
time, prevented the prince and Munnu from purfuing Ab- 
dalla, They encamped on the banks of the Suttuluz, where 
Ahmed Shaw propofed to confer the fubafhip of Lahore upon 
any of his omrahs who would undertake to recover it from Ab- 
dalla. After this offer had been declined by all of them, it was 
accepted upon thefe terms by Munnu ; who, with a divifion 
of the army, marched towards Lahore, while Ahmed re- 
turned with the reft to Delhi. The emperor had an inviolable 
friendfhip for his vizier, Kimmir oil Dien. In the tottering 
ftate of the regal authority, all his confidence was repofed 
in that minifter. When therefore the news of Kimmir's death 
came to him at Delhi, he immediately considered his own affairs 

Yy * as 
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A.D. 1747- as defperate. He retired to a private apartment, and wept bit- 
terly all night. In the morning he mounted the throne as ufual* 
to give public audience ; and, whilft every flattering courtier wa& 
running out in praife of the deceafed, the emperor fcemed much- 
affedted* He, at laft, exclaimed : " O cruel fate ! thus to break 
" theftaflf of my old age.— Where now ftiall I find fo faithful a 
€ . r fervant ?"--- -With thefe words he fell into a fit, to which he 
was fometimes fiibjedt, and expired fitting upon his throne. 

Death of the The death of Mahommed happened upon the 8th of the 
emperor. f econ d Ribbi, in the 1 1 60 year of the Higera, after a dif- 
aftrous reign of thirty years* The court* endeavored to conceal 
his death till his fon prince Ahmed fhould arrive. He accordingly* 
upon the 7th day after his father's deceafe, entered Delhi ; beings * 
fent for by exprefs from Ghazi ul Dien, who was fuppofed by 
the ignorant vulgar* always ready to afcribe fudden deaths to vio~ 
lence, to have made away with the emperor. 

Hiichiraacr. Mahommed was remarkably comely; of a (lately ftature- 
and affable deportment. He was no fmall proficient in the* 
learning of his country* and he wrote the Arabic and Perfian. 
languages with the greateft elegance and propriety. He was* 
pcrfonally brave; but the eafinefs and equality of his temper 
made his adlions appear undecifive and irrefolute. Good-natured 
to a fault, he forgave, in others, crimes which his own fouL 
would abhor to commit ; and thus he permitted his authority to> 
become a vidtim to an ill-judged clemency. Naturally indolent, 
and diffident of his own abilities, his mind perpetually fludtuated 
from one objedt to another. His paflions therefore took no de- 
termined courfe of their own ; but were eafily diverted into any 
channel, by whatever perfon was near him.—" The foul of Ma- 
" hommed" faid a Mogul who knew him well, " was like the 

" waters 
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« waters of a lake, eafily agitated by any florm, but which A * D * f 74f- 
" fettle immediately after the winds are laid." If his cafinefs . or 
irrefolution in politicks led him into many errors, he bore with 
indifference, if not with fortitude, the misfortunes which were 
their natural confequence. 

Born in the funfhine of a court, brought up in the bofom of 
luxury, confined within the walls of a zennana, and, in a man- 
ner, educated among eunuchs, as effeminate as thofe whom they 
guard, we are not to wonder that the princes of the Eaft fhould 
degenerate in a few generations. If to thefe obftru&ions to the 
exertion of the manly faculties of the foul, we add the natural 
lenity of Mahommed, an amiable but unfortunate virtue in the 
race of Timur, it ought not to furprize us, that in a country 
like India, his reign fhould be crowded with uncommon misfor- 
tunes. Had his fate placed Mahommed in Europe, where efta- 
blifhed laws fupply the want of parts in a monarch, he might have 
flumbered with reputation upon a throne ; and left behind him 
the character of a good, though not of a great, prince. 



Yya AHMED. 
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A.D. 1747- y ypoN the 17th of the fecond Ribbi, in the year 1160 of 
.. , \*J the Higera, which anfwers to the 1747 of the Chriftian 

Ahmed ° ' 

noaouthe eM9 Ahmed Shaw, the fbn of Mahommed, mounted the 
throne of Delhi, The firft a£t of this reign, was the appoint- 
ment of Seifdar Jung, the irrefolute fuba of Oud, to the vizarit. 
This fellow was originally a merchant of Perfia, known there 
by the name of Abul Munfur. He travelled to India to fell his 
commodities ; and was retained there as an accomptant, by 
the famous Sadit, governor of Oud. He behaved fo much to 
his mailer's fatisfa&ion in that ft at ion, that he advanced him to 
a command in the army* and conferred upon him his daughter 
in marriage. His alliance with Sadit fo much raifed his intereft 
at the court of Delhi, that, upon the death of his father-in-law, 
he was raifed to the fubafhip of Oud. Though he was a very 
bad foldier, fuch was the fmoothnefs of his tongue and plaufibility 
of behavior, that he pafled upon the weak as a man of confider- 
able parts - y which, together with fome knowledge in the finan- 
ces, paved his way to the high office of vizier. Ghazi ul Diea 
continued pay-mafter and captain-general, and no other material 
changes in the adminiftration happened upon the acceflion of 
Ahmed*. 



Nizam. 



Affairs of the The war wiih Abdalla, which was now carried on in Punjab 
deathof the by Munnu with various fuccefis, ingrofled the attention of the 
court of Delhi; for the greateft part of the imperial army 
was employed in that fervice. Advices, in the mean time, ar- 
rived from the Decan, of the death of the famous Nizam ul 
muluck, in the one hundred and fourth year of his age > and 

that 
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that his fecond fori, Nafir Jung, acceded to the government. A. D. 1747. 
It may not, perhaps, be out of place here, to give a fhort fketch 
of the character of the Nizam, who for a long time made fo 
great a figure in India.. 

The Nizam, though no great warrior, was reckoned a confum- Hischata** 
mate politician, in a country where low craft and deceit, with- 
out any principles of honor and integrity, obtain the appellation 
of great parts. The dark defigns of his mind lay always con- 
cealed behind an uncommon plaufibility and eloquence of tongue. 
His paffions were fo much under hia command, that he was 
never known to difcover aay violent emotion even upon the moft 
critical and dangerous occasions : but this apathy did not arife 
from fortitude, but from deep diffimulation and defigji. It was 
with him an unalterable maxim to ufe flratagem rather than 
force; and to bring about with private treachery, what even 
could be accomplished with open force. He fo habituated him- 
felf to villainy, that the whole current of his foal ran in that 
channel ; and it was even doubtful whether he could for a mo- 
ment divert it to honefty to bring about his moft favored de- 
figns. If the Nizam (hewed any tendency to virtue, it was by 
fubftituting a leffer wickednefs for a greater. When fraud and. 
circumvention, could accomplish his purpofe, he never ufed the 
dagger or bowl. To fum up his charader in a few words ; with- 
out (hame, he was perfidious to all mankind ;. without remorfe,. 
a traitor to hia king and country ; and, without terror, a. hypo- 
crite in the prefence of his god *.. 

* Nafir Jung, the Nizam's fon, having rebelled", was at the head of a great army. 
The deceitful old man counterfeited ficknefs fo well, and wrote fuel) pathetic let- 
ters to Nafir, requefting to fee him, before he died, that the young fellow was takerii 
in the fnare, vifind his father, and was imprifoned. 

Whenu 
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A. D. 1748. When the news of the Nizam's death came to Delhi, Ghazi 

jfiSp?* 1 ul Dien > who was his eldeft fon > a pp lied to ** kin s for his go- 
vernment. But Nafir Jung, being poflefled of his father's trca- 

fure, raifed a .great army, and marched from Aurungabad to- 
wards Delhi ; not on pretence of war, but to pay his refpedti 
to the emperor. Ahmed dreaded nothing more than this cere- 
monious vifit from a man at the head of fo great a force. He 
judged that Nafir Jung, under that fpecious pretext, covered >z 
defign to extort from him a confirmation of the fubadary of the 
< Decan. He therefore durft not favor the pretenfions of Ghazi 
to the provinces of the Decan, and confequently was reduced to 
the necefiity of confirming Nafir Jung in his ufurpation. Thus 
the ftorm was diverted, and the new Nizam returned to Au- 
rungabad. 

Affairs of the In the year 1 16 1, Caim Chan Bunguifli, who poflefled Feroch- 
pttmncc*. abad, in Jagier, having differed with AH, a neighbouring Ze- 
mindar, they both drew out <t£*eir vaflals and dependents, and 
fought about twenty miles abovtf- Ferochabad, and Caim Chan 
was defeated and flain. Seifdar Jung, the vizier, being informed 
of thefe tranfadtions, fent orders to the Indian prince Nevil Roy, 
his deputy in the province of Oud, to confifcate the eftate of 
Caim Chan. The deputy rigoroufly executed the vizier's orders. 
He feized upon Caim Chan's five fons, together with five of his 
adopted flaves, confined, and afterwards aflaflinated them at Alla- 
habad. Ahmed Chan, another fbn of Caim Chan, remained ftill 
alive ; and, in order to revenge the death of his brothers, raifed 
the Patan tribe, of which he was now acknowledged chief, and 
marched againft Nevil Roy, who had collected all his forces to 
oppofe him. 

* 

In 



AHMED. 35* 

In tfic beginning of the year 1162, the two armies met at a ^ J^ 74 * 
place near Lucknow, called Callinuddi. The Patans were • rn| y i dc - 

r fcat.d. 

fcarccly four thoufand ftrong - r but the army of the deputy of # 

Oud confifted of at leaft twenty^ thoufand. The Patan chief, 

infpired with revenge, and vigoroufly fupported by his friends, 

attacked in perfbn Nevil Roy in the very center of his army, 

and flew his enemy with his own hand. The army of Nevil 

Roy, feeing him fall, immediately quitted the field. Their 

artillery and baggage, and foon after almoft the whole province 

of Oud, fell into the vi&or's hands. 

When the news of this difafter arrived at Delhi, Seifdar Jung, Expedition of 
the vizier, talked in a very high ftrain r and requefted of the 
emperor, that he might be permitted to lead an army againft 
Ahmed Chan. The fultan confented ; but the feafon being far 
fpent before the army was levied, the expedition was deferred 
till the folftitial rains fhould be over. In the month of Mohirrim r 
1 163, the vizier, with an army of eighty thoufand men, marched 
from Delhi y and, without diftin&ion of age, fex, or condition, 
put all the Patans he could find to the fword. Ahmed Chan was 
not intimidated by this great force. With fcarce twelve thoufand 
men he marched from Ferochabad, and met the imperialifts at 
Shuru Sahawir, near that city. 

The day happened to be very windy, and Ahmed improved He is over- 
that circumftance to his own advantage. He wheeled to * 
windward, and the duft flew in fuch clouds in the face of the 
imperial army, that they did not difcover the motions of Ahmed; 
but afcribed the darknefs which involved themfelves to the efFe&s 
of a whirlwind, common at that feafon of the year. The enemy, 
however, like a thunderbolt, iflued from the bofom of this 

ftonn,, 
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A. D. 1749* ftorm, and at once (truck the Moguls with terror and difmay. 
The Patans made fuch good ufe of their fwords, that they foon 
covered the field with dead , and the cowardly Seifdar Jung, 
without making one effort, was the firft of his army who fled. 
The Jates and Rohillas, though thus fliamefully deferted by 
their general, made head againft Ahmed, and found means 
to carry off the greateft part of the artillery, which confifted of 
twelve hundred pieces of various bores. But neither of thofe 
tribes returned the guns to the king : they carried them to .their 
own forts, to ftrengthen themfelves againft his authority. 

a dreadful This overthrow was a dreadful ftroke to the tottering empire. 

empire. The greateft part of the province of Oud was loft; the Jates, a 

numerous tribe of Hindoos, who poffeffed a large territory near 
Agra: and the Rohillas, a Patan nation, who inhabited the 
greateft part of the country between Delhi and Lucknow, feeing 
the whole imperial force baffled by a petty chief, began to throw 
off their allegiance. Seifdar Jung, in the mean time, arrived with 
a imall part of his army at Delhi ; and Ghazi advifed the 
king to put him to death for the difgrace which he had drawn 
upon his arms. This punifhment would not have been too 
fevere for the vizier's bad behaviour: but that minifter had 
ftrengthened his intereft by a coalition with Juneid Chan, the 
chief eunuch. 

fntereft of the The queen- mother, Begum Kudfia, being a woman of gal- 

KJucen-mo- 

ther faves the Jantry, had, for want of a better lover, fixed her affedtion upon 
the chief eunuch. She had the addrefs to diredt the weak 
monarch in every thing, and to keep him in leading-firings 
upon the throne. Juneid Chan, though in no public employ, 
by means of Kudfia's favor, held the helm of government ; and, 

by 
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by his influence, not only faved the vizier's life, bat continued A * Dt l TS°* 
him in his office. 

In the courfe of the fame year, a treaty was concluded with Tribate part 

to the Mak- 

the Mahrattors, who were fpreading their devaluations over the raua«. 
fouthern provinces. The Chout was ftipulated to be regularly 
paid by the empire to thofe troublefome barbarians . The em- 
peror ordered an army to be levied, to recover the province of 
Oud; and it was foon compleated by the acceflion of forty thou- 
fand Mahrattors, who inlifted themfclves in the imperial fcrvice. 
But inftead of putting himfelf at the head of his forces, the 
weak emperor, by the advice of his mother and her gallant, 
gave the command of it to his vizier, that he Slight have an 
opportunity to retrieve his loft honour. 

Sourage Mull, prince of the Jates, by the acquifition of ina£mty of 
the Mahrattors to the imperial army, judged it prudent once 
more to join the vizier with all his forces; fo that the minifter's 
army now confifted of no lefs than one hundred thoufand men* 
$eifdar Jung marched from Delhi, in the year 1164, againft 
Ahmed Chan: but the Raja of the Jates, inftead of aiding 
him, found means to fruftrate all his defigns. Having fpent a 
whole campaign without coming to aftion, he patched up a very 
difhonourable peace, and returned to Delhi with the Mahrattor 
mercenaries at his heels, mutinous for want of their pay. 

The demand of the Mahrattors amounted to fifty lacks of The Nfeam't 
roupees, which the government was in no condition to pay: and the arrears of 
the fum gradually incrcafed with the delay. Ghazi uLDien, tanm 
who had been for fome time foliciting for a royal commiffion for 
the fubafhip of the Decan, promifed to pay off the Mahrattor 
debt, upon condition he fhould receive from the emperor that 

Z z appointment. 
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A. D* *7S° : appointment. Ahmed was glad upon any terms to get rid of 
thofe clam orous and dangerous mercenaries, and accordingly 
iffiied out the imperial funnuds to GhazL That Omrah having 
fatisfied the Mahrattors in their demands upon Ahmed, engaged 
them immediately in his own fervicej and having added to thenx 
a great army of other troops, obtained hifr own office of captain- 
general for his fon Ghazi, a youth of fifteen years of age, and, 
marched towards the Decan* 

Sifltbat Jang The elder Ghazi's brother, Naffr Tung, fuba of the Dtcair, 

poifons J & ' 

Gbaw. and his fon Muziflfer, who had fucceeded him in the government,, 

were both dead* Sillabut Jung, the third fon of the old Nizam,, 
now fat upon the Mufhud, which Ghazi claimed by the right 
of primogeniture. In the month of Zehidge, 1165, he, with 
an army of one hundred and fifty thoufand men^ arrived in the 
environs of Aurungabad*. The forces of hts brother, Sillabujt 
Jung, the reigning fuba, were fbmewhat inferior in number, 
but they were ftrengthened by a body of French mercenaries^ 
which, in all probability, would infure to him the vi&ory. 
Sallabut Jung, however, was afraid of the iflue of a general 
battle; and, after fome flight ikirmiflies,. he found; means to 
prevail with his uncle's wife to take offhis competitor with poifon. 
Thus did the perfidious Sillabut Jung fecure to himfelf the: 
empire of the Decan, without a rivaL 

Affiiin at But to return to the tranfadtions of the court of Delhi : Seifdar- 

€0irK * J^ng* the vizier, finding that his own influence declined, and- 

that Juneid Chan, the favorite eunuch, carried all before him,, 
invited him to an entertainment, and contrary to the laws of 
hofpitality, and altogether forgetful that he owed to Juneid his, 
own life and fortune, aflhflinated him by the hands of Ifhmaiel,, 
one of his adopted flaves. The emperor, being informed ot 

this 



AHMED. 355 

this prefumptuous villainy, flew into a violent rage, degraded A * D * l 75* 
Seifdar Jung from the vizarit, and banifhed him the court. This 
was the effect of a fit of paflion; for the unfortunate monarch was 
in no condition, in fa&, to exert fo far his authority. The per- 
fidious vizier, finding that he had nothing to hope from fubmif- 
fion, broke out into open rebellion. He foon after, by the 
afliftance of the Jates, advanced to Delhi, and befieged the em- 
peror and young Ghazi, his captain-general, in that city. 

The fon of Kimmir ul Dien, who, in the reign of Mahommed, A aew ?iiior. 
held fo long the vizarit, was raifed, under the title of Chan 
Chanan, or firft of the nobles, to the vacant employ of Seifdar 
Jung, and began to fhew fome abilities in his new office. Young 
Gha?i, who was a youth of extraordinary parts, defended the 
city with great refolution for three months. The rebels were at 
laft fo difpirited, that Ghazi ventured to attack them in the field, 
and gained a complete vidtory. Seifdar Jung fled towards his 
former fubafhip of Oud, and left his allies, the Jates, under their 
prince, Sourage Mull, to extricate themfelves from the perilous 
fituation to which he had broiight them. 

The rebellion of Seifdar Jung happened in the year n 66. The old vi. 
The Jates being deferted by him, were in no condition to keep lion, 
the field againft Ghazi. They fled before the imperial army 
under Akebut Mahmood, to their own territories near Agra. That 
general inverted the ftrong fortrefs of Billemgur, which he took 
by capitulation ; but fo little did he regard his plighted faith to 
the garrifon, that he put them all to the fword. The Jates, in 
the mean time, came before the imperial army; but diffident of 
their own ftrength in the field, they feparated their forces, and 
(hut themfelves up in their forts. The imperial general alfo 
divided his army into detachments, and laid at once fiege to the 

Zn two 
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A.D. 1752. two ft ron g fprts of Dieg and Combere, lying in the territory 
between Agra and Delhi. 

«S ?£*" Ghazi, in the mean time, to carty on more effe&ually the tvar 
jatcs. againft the Jates, obtained permiffion from the emperor, to call 

in forty thoufand Mahrattors, under their two chiefs, Malhar 
Raw, and Raganut Raw. By this acquifition of ftrength, the. 
imperialifts were enabled to carry on the fiegjes with vigor. Afc 
Delhi, young Ghazi and the new vizier contended for the com- 
mand of the army. This conteft was afterwards fatal in its con- 
fequences ; but for the pfefent Ghazi prevailed. He marched 
with a reinforcement from Delhi; and, upon his arrival ii% 
the country of the Jates,. took the command of the imperials 
army* 

Afftira at The fieges continued two months after the arrival of Ghaa^ 

and the garrifons were reduced to the laft extremities. The iirw 
perialifts, in the mean time, had expended all their ammuhitioft*, 
and Ghazi was, upon that account, obliged to difpatfch Akebut. 
Mahmood to Delhi* with a good force, to bring him the necefTary. 
ftores. The vizier feeing that the ftrong holds of the Jates muft 
foon fall into the hands of Ghazi, (hould he be fupplied with- 
ammunition,. and being extremely jealous of any thing that might 
throw honor upon his rival, poifoned the mind of the weak king 
againft his captain-general, by means of forged letters and vil- 
lainous infinuations, that the young omrah afpired to the throne.. 
The enterprizing genius, and great abilities of Ghazi, gave fome : 
color to fufpicions of that kind;, and the uhfortunate Ahmed,, 
inftead of promoting his own caufe againft the Jates, took every, 
meafure to prevent the fuccefs of Ghazi. 

The 
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The king accordingly begun to levy forces in Delhi, and wrote £'* D ' m I7 /ror 
a letter to Sourage Mull, the chief of the Jates, to make an i« v >« 8 forcC9 . 

° . a^ainftGhazu. 

obftinate defence, and that he himfelf would foon relieve him : 
that tinder pretence of joining the army under Ghazi, he would 
attack that general in the rear, and at the fame time difplay a 
fignal to the Indian prince, to fally from the fort of Comberc. — 
Thus the king, a& if ittfattiated by his evil genifls, planned his own 
ruin. His letter fell kito the hands of Ghazi, whofe friends at 
court had informed him of the intrigues of the vizjer. Struck 
with the king's ingratitude, and urged on by felf-defence, he 
immediately refolved upon open hoflility. He raifed the fieges,. 
and crofled the Jumna, to oppofe Ahmed and his vizier, who. 
were marching down between the rivers- 

The king, hearing of Ghazi's approach, halted at Secundra^ Who marches 
and endeavoured, by fair promifes, to bring back that omrah to 
his duty. Ghazi, in anfwer to the king's meflage, returned to 
him his own letter, to Sourage Mull. He wrote him, at the 
fame time, that " he could place no confidence in a man, who 
44 plotted againft his lifc^ for no crime ; if to ferve the date 
** was not one. What mercy// continued Ghazi, " can I ex- 
44 pe<3: from. Ahmed, in the days of rebellion, when he treated 
44 me as a traitor, in the times of loyalty and friendfhip? A prince, 
44 that is weak enough to liften to the bafe infinuations of every 
" fycophant, is unworthy to rule over brave men ; who, by the 
" laws of God and nature, are juftified to ufe the power which 
" providence has placed in their hands, to protect themfelves 
44 from injuftice." 

The king perceived, by the (train of this letter, that Ghazi EmperorV 
was refolved to puftl him to the laft extremity. He, however, pofuion. 
duTft not engage hkn ia the field. He made the beft of his way 

to. 
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A. D. i7S3- t0 Delhi, and was fo clofely purfued by Ghazi, that that 
omrah poflefled himfelf of one of the gates; upon which Ahmed 
and the vizier (hut themfelves up, with a fmall party, in 
the citadel. Ghazi immediately inverted the place ; and the 
king, after a faint reliftance, furrendered himfelf. Ghazi, after 
reproaching him for his intentions againft his life, committed 
him and the vizier to the charge of Akebut Mahmood. The 
unfortunate fultan was deprived of fight, the next day, by the 
means of an hot iron. It is faid, by fome, that this was done by 
Akebut Mahmood, without orders, to (hew his zeal for the fer- 
vice of his patron ; but, from the general character of Ghazi, 
we have no reafon to doubt his being concerned in the crime. 

Hischaraacr. Thus ended the reign of the unfortunate Ahmed Shaw : a 
prince, who, in his firft exploits, appeared with fome luffcre. 
When he mounted the throne, as if a&ion degraded royal ty, 
he altogether gave himfelf up to indolence. To fave the 
trouble of thinking, he became the dupe of every fpecious flat- 
terer, and at laft fell the unlamented vi&im of his own folly. 
He poflefled all the clemency of the houfe of Timur , but that 
virtue was now, in fome meafure, a vice, in a country fo corrupt, 
and in an age fo degenerate. Though Ahmed was not defective 
in perfonal courage, he may truly be faid to be a coward in mind : 
dangers appeared formidable to him, through a troubled imagi- 
nation, which, upon trial, he had fortitude to furmount. — He 
fat upon the throne of Delhi feven lunar years and one month; 
and was depofed in the month of Jammad ul awil, in the 1167 
of the Higera. 



Dcctyed The power and extent of the empire were very much dimi- 

empire. n idled in the reign of Ahmed* All the provinces, except 

thofe between the frontiers of the Jates, a few miles to the eaft 

of 
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cf Delhi, and Lahore to the weft, were, in faft, difmembered A - D# l 7Sh- 
from the government of the houfe of Timur, though they paid a 
nominal allegiance. The rich kingdom of Guzerat was divided 
between the Mahrattors and a Patan tribe, called Babbe ; the 
Decan was ufurped by the Nizam ul muluck's family * Bengal, 
Behar, and Orifla, by Aliverdi Chan, and his fucceflbrs; Oud, by 
Seifdar Jung ; Doab, by Ahmed Chan Bunguifh ; Allahabad, by 
Mahommed Kuli; and the countries round Agra, by Raja 
Sourage Mull, the chief of the Jates. — Budaoon, and all the 
provinces to the north of Delhi, were in the hands of Mahom- 
med Ali, Sadulla Chan, and other chiefs of the Rohilla tribe of 
Patans. A number of petty Rajas ftarted up into independent 
princes in Malava : Bucht Singh feized upon the extenfive ter- 
ritory of Marwir, and Madoo- Singh reigned in the provinces* 
Hound Joinagur and Amere* 

TBe gallant Munnu ftill oppofed the torrent of invaffon from* 
the north. He maintained the war with fuccefs, againft Abdalla^ 
for the provinces on the banks of the Indus, and, for a 
fhort fpace of time, fupported the declining empire. Every 
petty chief, in the mean time, by counterfeited grants from 
Delhi, laid claim to jagiers and to diftridts : the country was 
torn to pieces with civil wars, and groaned under every fpecies of 
domeftic confufibn. Villany was pradlifed in every form ; all 
Taw and religion were trodden under foot ; the bonds of private, 
friendfhips and connexions, as well as of fociety and government,. 
were broken;, and every individual, as if amidft.a foreft of wild, 
hearts, could rely upon nothing but the ftrength of his own arm*. 
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a. D. 1753. T TPON the fame day that Ahmed Shaw was deprived e£ 
Aiiomgirc \^J fight, Ghazi ul Dien releafed from connfiement Eaz ul 

mounts the 

throne. Dien, the fon of Moaz ul Dien, and grandfon of Bahadar Shaw, 

the fon and fucceflbr of the famous Aurungzebe, This prince 
was placed by Ghazi upon the throne, by the name of All um- 
pire. To begin his reign with an adt of beneficence, he ordered 
feventeen perfons of the imperial houfe of Timur to be releafed 
from prifon, to grace his coronation. It may not be improper 
here to fay ibmething cQncerning the inauguration, of the Mogul 
emperors. 



coronation* 



Ceremony *f When a prince is, for the firft time, feated upon the throne, 
with the royal umbrella over his head, the omrahs, according 
to their dignity, are ranged in two lines before, one upon his 
right, the other to his left hand. A herald then proclaims hi* 
titles; and the omrahs, each in his ftation, advance with an offer- 
ing in gold, which he himfelf receives from their hands. The 
fuperintendant of the kitchen brings then a golden falver, with 
bread, confections, and other eatables, over which the kitxg n 
joined by the whole court, repeats a form of grace; and then h^ 
eats a little, and diflributes the remainder, with his own hand* 
among the nobility. This latter is an ancient Mogul ceremony, 
introduced by the family of Timur. The emperor mounts, then 
his ftate-elephant, and, attended by all the court, moves flowly 
towards the great Mufgid, throwing, as he advances, gold, filver, 
precious ftones, and pearls, among the populace. In the Mufgid 
he repeats a prayer, and afterwards divine fervice is performed by 

the 
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the Siddcr ul fuddur, or the metropolitan of Delhi, The Chutba, A, D* 1753. 
or the genealogy and titles of the king, is then read, and he re- 
turns to the palace with the fame magnificence and pomp. The 
Mogul emperors are never crowned : but upon fome feflivals 
they fit in ftate, under a large golden crown, which is fufpended 
by a chain to the roof of the prefence-chamber, and ferves the 
purpofe of a canopy. 

Allumgire found himfelf as much a prifoner upon the throne, Wretched 
as he was formerly in his confinement. He was not a man of eijeror! * 
parts fufficient to extricate himfelf from the toils of that power, 
to which he owed his advancement ; but had he made no efforts 
to acquire fome authority, the empire might have been, perhaps, 
reftored to its original dignity and fplendor, by the very extraor- 
dinary abilities of Ghazi ul Dien. — That omrah now pofTefied 
the office of the vizarit. Allumgire, without the capacity of 
guiding the operations of government himfelf, began to turn all 
his mean parts to thwart the fchemes of the minifier. Without 
confidering whether the meafure was right or wrong, it was fuf- 
ficient that it came from the vizier, for the emperor to oppofe it 
by his minions. 



court. 



This averfion in the king to Ghazi, did not long efcape the inaaivty *t 
penetrating eyes of that young omrah. He knew that he was 
furrounded by many enemies, and therefore was unwilling to 
refign an employ, from which he derived prote&ion to his own 
perfon. In the mean time all bufinefs was fufpended, and the 
two fa&ions, like armies afraid of the ifTue of a battle, watched 
the motions of one another.-*-Nothing remarkable happened at 
Delhi, during the firft year of Allumgire, but the affaflination 
of the former vizier, about fix months after his imprifonment, 
by the orders of Ghazi. 

A a a But, 
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But, in the courfe of this year, the empire received a fevere 
blow on its frontiers, by the death of the gallant Munnu* 
by a fall from his horfe. He had, in many engagements, de- 
feated Abdalla, and recovered from him the whole province of 
Lahore. No fooner was this brave omrah dead, than Abdalla. 
re-conquered all he had loft; and, advancing to Lahore, confirmed 
his fon, then an infant, in the government of that place,, under 
the tuition of an experienced oniralu 



The princei 
royal Cent 
againft Ab- 
dalla, 



The great fuccefs of Abdalla, in the north-weft, began to. 
roufe the court of Delhi. It was at laft refolved, that All 
Gohar *, Allumgire's eldeft fon, fhould, in conjun&ion with 
Ghazi ul Dien, the vizier, march with the imperial army againlb 
the Perfians. The treafury was now empty ; and the few pro- 
vinces, fubjedt to the empire* were grievoufly opprefled for 
money to raife a force for this expedition. In the beginning of 
the year 1169, the imperial army, confifting of 80000 men,, 
under the prince ami young Ghazi, took the field. They 
advanced to a place called Matchiwarra, about twenty crores* 
beyond Sirhind. They found Abdalla fo- well eftablifhed ii* 
his new ctinquefts, that they thought it prudent 'to proceed* 
uo further. The whole campaign pafled in fettling a treaty, 
of marriage> between the viiier and the daughter of Munnu.. 
It feems that omrah, to ftYengthen his intereft at the court 
of Delhi, had, before his death, promifed hia daughter ta 
Ghazi ; but, after that event, both the young hdy and her mother 
were extremely averfe to the match. When the imperial army 
kty at Matchiwarra, the vizier inveigled both the ladies from, 
Lahore to the camp, and finding all in treaty was in vain to obtain 
their confent, he, with peculiar bafenefs, clofely confined them,, 

• The prefent emperor. 
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to intimidate them into a compliance. This together with op- A. D. 1715. 
prefling the provinces, through which he marched, comprehended 
the whole exploits of Ghazi on this expedition. After fpending 
all the public money in this vain parade, the prince and vizier, 
without ftriking a blow, returned to Delhi. 

The caufe of this inaction of the vizier proceeded from ad- Ca!lfe of * c 

ina&ionof the 

vices which he daily received from court. The king^and his imperial 
fadtion gained ftrength during his abfence ; and he forefaw his 
own ruin, in cafe he fhould meet with a defeat from Abdalla. 
Upon his return to Delhi, he found it neceflary, in order to 
fupport his declining authority, to a£t with great rigor and 
tyranny. Some omrahs he removed with the dagger, and others 
he deprived of their eftates. He confined the king in the citadel, 
and did whatfoever he pleafed, as if he himfelf was vefted with 
the regal dignity 

Allumgire, finding himfelf in this difagrecable fituation, Emperor «p- 

° ° plies to Ab* 

adopted a very dangerous plan to extricate himfelf. He wrote daiia, 
privately to Abdalla, to advance with his army, to relieve him 
from the hands of his treacherous vizier. He promifed, that 
upon his arrival in the environs of Delhi, he fhould be joined 
by the bulk of the imperial army, under the command of Nigib 
ul Dowla, a Rohilla chief, to whom Ghazi had delegated his 
own office of buckfhi, when he rofe to the employ of vizier. 
Thus the weak Allumgire, to avoid one evil, plunged headlong 
into greater misfortunes. 

Abdalla, having received thefe afTurances from the king, who marches 

° to Delhi. 

marched from Cabul, where he then jcept his court, entered 
Hindoflan with a great army, and, in the year 11 71, appeared 
before Delhi. The vizier marched out with the imperial forces 

A a a 2 to 
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A. D, 1757. to give him battle; but, in the field he was deferted by his friend, 
Nigib ul Dowla, with the greateft part of his army. The igno- 
rance of Ghazi of a plot fo long carried on, is a great proof 
of his extreme unpopularity. The confequence was, that he 
was obliged to throw himfelf upon the clemency of Abdalla, who 
had fworn vengeance againft him, fhould he ever fall into his 
hands. But fuch was the addrefs of the vizier, that he not only 
found means to mollify the Perfian, but even to make him his 
friend. He was, however, at firft turned out of his office, but he 
was foon after reflored by Abdalla himfelf, who now difpofed of 
every thing, as if he was abfolute king of Delhi. 

Lays the city Abdalla entered the city, and laid the unfortunate inhabitants 
botions. under a contribution of a crore of roupees ; a fum now more 

difficult to raife than ten crores, in the days of Nadir Shaw. 
The Perfian remained two months in Delhi. The unhappy 
Allumgire, not only found that his capital was robbed, but that 
he himfelf was delivered over again into the hands of a perfon, 
who had now added refentment to ambition and power. The 
Perfian, after thefe tranfa&ions, took the prince, Haded Buxftj, 
brother to the prcfent emperor, as hoftage for Allumgire's 
future behavior j and, having * forced Munnu's daughter to 
folemnize her marriage with Ghazi, marched towards Agra. 
He, on his way, laid fiege to Muttra, took it by afiault; and, 
having facked the place, put the inhabitants to the fword, for 
the enormous crime of attempting to defend their lives and pro- 
perty. After this fcene of barbarity, Abdalla advanced to Agra, 
which was held on the part of the king* by Fazil Chan. 
This omrah defended the city with fuch refolution, that Abdalla, 
after fuftaining fome lofs, thought it prudent to raife the fiege ; 

• Though the Jates bad all the country round Agra, they had not yet poflefled 
themfclvet of that city. 

but, 
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but, being exafperated at this repulfe, he fprcad death and dc- A,D - ! 757* 
vaftation through the territories of the Jates, who, unable to 
cope with him in the field, had retired into their ftrong holds ; 
from which, they at times iffued, and cut offhis ftraggling parties. 

The Perfian returned to a place called Muxadabad, about The empe- 
ror's folly. 

eight cirares from Delhi. Allumgire came out to pay his 
refpe&s to him; and, by his condudt, feems to have been per- 
fectly infatuated. When the cries of his diftrefled people reached 
heaven, that contemptible monarch, inftead of endeavouring to 
alleviate their miferies, either by force or negotiation, was 
wholly bent on the gratification of a fenfual appetite. The 
caufe of his vifit to Abdalla, was to obtain his influence and 
mediation with Sahibe Zimany, the daughter of the emperor 
Mahommed, whom he wanted to efpoufe ; the princefs herfelf 
being ayerfe to the match. When kings, inftead of exerting their 
talents for the prote&ian of their people, fuffer themfelves to be 
abforbedin indolence and fenfuality, rebellion becomes patriotifm, 
,and treafon itfelf is a virtue* 

In the mean time the news of fome incurfions from the weft- Abdalla re- 
cm Pcrfia, into the territories of Abdalla, recalled that prince 
from India. Mallek^ Jehan, the widow of Mahommed, 
and her daughter Sahibe Zimany, claimed his protection againft 
Allumgire. He carried them both to Cabul, and fome time after 
efpoufed the daughter himfelf. — The Periian having evacuated 
the imperial provinces, the vizier became more cruel andoppref- 
five than ever : he extorted monsy from the poor by tortures, and 
confifcated the eftates of the nobility, upon falfe or very frivolous 
* pretences. To thefe tyrannies he was no lefs driyen by the neceffity 
of fupporting any army to inforce his authority, than he was by 
the natural avidity and cruelty of his own unprincipled mind. 

The 
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The king and his cldcft fon f AH Gohar, were, in the mean 
time, kept ftate prifoners. The latter made his efcape in the year 
1172, and levying fix thoufand men at Rowari, began to raife 
the revenues of the adjacent territories. After he had continued 
this vagrant kind of life fpr nine months, the vizier, by the 
means of infidious letters, in which Ittul Raw, chief of the 
Mahrattors, Raja Dewali Singh, Raja Nagor Mull, and many 
other omrahs, fwore to protect him, inveigled him to Delhi. 
But, in violation of all oaths and fair promifes, he was inftantly 
confined by Ghazi, in the houfe of Alia Murda, where he 
remained for the fpace of two months. 



The prince 
confined by 
■lihc vizier. 



The vizier having received intelligence that the prince was 
privately attaching fome omrahs to his intereft, and fearing that, 
by their means, he might again make his efcape, determined to 
remove him to the citadel. He ordered a detachment of five 
hundred horfe to execute this fervice. The prince not only re- 
fufed to comply with the vizier's orders for his removal, but or-* 
dered the gates of the houfe to be fhut, and, with a few friends* 
betook himfelf to arms. The houfes of the nobility in Hin- 
doftan are furrounded with ftrong walls j and, in fadt, are a kind 
of fmall forts. The vizier's troops found it therefore extremely 
difficult to reduce the prince. He was befieged clofely for two 
days ; and, finding that he could not defend himfelf much longer 
from the thoufands that furrounded the houfe, he formed the 
gallant refolution to cut his way through the enemy. 



Hit gallant 
behavior. 



He imparted his intentions to his friends, but they fhrunk 
from his propofal as imprafticablc. At laft, fix of them, feeing 
him refblved to attempt this defperate undertaking alone, pro- 
mifed to accompany him. On the morning of the third day, 
they mounted their horfes within the court. The gate was fuddenly 

throw* 
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thrown open, and they iflued forth fword in hand, with the A. D. 1758 
prince at their head. He cut his way through thoufands of 
Ghazi's troops, with only the lofs of one of his gallant follow- 
ers. Raja Ramnat, and Seid Ali, were the two principal men . 
concerned in this extraordinary exploit; the other four being 
common horfemen. Seid Ali was wounded, but four and the 
prince efcaped without any hurt.. 

The prince having thus forced his way through the vizier's Makes hi* 
army, iflued out of the city, and arrived at a place, called Vi- 
zierabad, about fix crores from the fuburbs. Ittul Raw, the 
Mahrattor chief, lay encamped with tea thoufand horfe at Vizier- 
abad. Ittul had been hired as a mercenary by the vizier, to fup- 
port him in his tyrannical proceedings: but refenting Ghazi's 
breach of promife to the prince, and not beingregularly paid, he • 
now thought of plundering the country under the fan&ion of Air 
Gohar's name. He received him, therefore, with very great, ref- 
pedt, and promifed to fupport him* 

The prince, and Ittul Raw, accordingly continued, for the fpace h joined by a* 
of fix months, to raife contributions on the provinces to the fouth. rattor*. 
of Delhi: but as the petty chiefs of villages had, during the. 
confufions of the empire, conftru&ed. mud forts, whither they. 
retired with their families and efFeds, at the approach of danger, 
the Mahrattors found great difficulty in fupporting themfclves, a$ 
none of thofe forts coutd be reduced without a regular fiege, inu 
which they were very little fkilled.. Ittul Raw, tired of this 
kind of unprofitable war,, proppfed to the prince to retire to- 
Gualier, where the Mahrattors had now eftablifhed a government,, 
jromifing to give him a tradl of country for his maintenance.. 

AIL 
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A, D. irifl. Ali Gohtt thanked the Mahmttor for his generous propel frut 
declined to accept of it, 

Nigib «1 His eyes were now turned to another quarter, Nigib ul DowTa t 

Powla. 

who had, at the king's requeft, betrayed Ghazi ul Dien to Ah- 

dalla, was, upon the reinftatement of the vizier in his office, 

obliged to fly to his jagier of Secundra, between the rivers, about 

forty crores below Delhi. The prince looked upon him as 

the moft proper perfon to condudt his affair*, He accordingly* 

took leave of Ittul Raw, crofled the Jumna, arrived at Secon* 

dra, and was received with great refpedt by Nigib ul Dowla, 

who, however, did not think proper to join heartily in his 

caufe, 

Abdaiit To return to the tranfa&ions at Delhi : Abdalla had no 

to Delhi. fooner fettled his affairs, than he prepared for another expe- 
dition into Hindoftan. He refolved to fupport his army with 
the plunder of that country, and to keep them in aftion there 
for other enterprizes more arduous. He accordingly marched 
from Candahar, and, in the month of Ribbi ul awil, 1 174, ar- 
rived in the environs of Delhi. The unhappy Allumgire applied 
to him for relief; and, if poffible, exaggerated his own misfor- 
tunes, and the unheard-of villainies of his vizier. He, at the 
fame time, by his emiflaries, ftirred up factions in the army of 
Ghazi, who had marched out of the city to give battle to Ab- 
dalla. The difcerning mind of that miniftcr foon penetrated 
into the king's machinations againft him. He did not for a mo- 
ment hefitate what to do ; his hands had already been imbrued 
in blood, and he ftarted not at murder. He refolved to take off 
[ the king, and then to let future events diredt his line of aftion. 

Though 
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Though the king was in fome meafure a prifoner, he was per* a. d. % 1760. 
mitted to keep his guards and a great retinue of fervants. They Defigasof th<? 
pitied his misfortunes, and became firmly attached to his intereft. 
Abdalla, who was near with his army, feemed to give fome en- 
couragement to Allumgire, and that prince's party acquired 
ftrength every day. The vizier faw himfelf hemmed in upon 
all fides by enemies ; he, therefore, thought it high time to aflaf- 
finate his mafter. — He knew the weaknefs and fuperftition of the 
mind of Allumgire. He, therefore, trumped up a ftory concern* 
ing a Fakier, who prophefied and wrought miracles at the 
Kottulah of Ferofe III. The poor enthufiaftic king, juft as 
Ghazi expedted, exprefled a great defire to fee the holy Fakier. 
As it would derogate from the reputation of the pretended faint, 
to pay a vifit, even to a king; Allumgire refolved to confer 

upon him that piece of refpedt.- But he had no fooner entered Emperor 

the apartment where the holy import or fat, than two afTaffins 
ftarted from behind a curtain, cut off his head with a fcimiter, 
and threw his body, out of a back window, upon the fands of 
the Jumna. It lay there two days without interment; none 
daring to pay the laft office to the remains of their unfortunate 
king. This tragedy was aded at Delhi, in the month bf the 
fecond Ribbi, 1174. 

Such was the end of Allumgire, who, in an age of poace Hiichiraftcr. 
and tranquillity, might have lived with fome reputation, and 
have died with the character of a faint. But the times required 
uncommon abilities in a king, and the moft vigorous exertion of 
the manly faculties of the foul ; neither of which that unhappy 
monarch in any degree poffefled. His ftruggles, therefore, againft 
the ambition of Ghazi, were puerile and impotent. Had he 
employed the afTaffin againft the breaft of that treacherous mini- 

Bbb ft«r, 
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A. D. 1760* iter, juftice would have warranted the blow; had he poflefled 
courage to have aimed it with his own hand, a thoufand oppor- 
tunities were not wanting. What then can be faid in favor of & 
man, .who durft not make one manly effort for his authority* ot 
rcfent indignities which he daily received in perfon ? 

The perfidious vizier ordered the body of the king after lying 
two days expofed on the fand of the Jumna, to be privately in-* 
terred. He then took another prince of the blood, and placed, bio* 
upon the throne, by the name of Shaw Jehan* 
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IGIB UL DOWLA, who had, fomc time before the a. d. 1761. 
affaflination of Allumgire, made up matters with the atDdhi. 1 
vizier, had the addrefs to retain the office of buckfhL Shocked 
at the villainy of Ghazi, or defirous to transfer to himfelf the 
whole power, he again betrayed that minifter, and went over 
with all his forces to Abdalla. Ghazi, in confequence of thik 
defertion, found himfelf obliged alfo to make peace with the 
invader. 

Thefe fadtions proved fatal to the unhappy Delhians. Abdalla MisfatiMttf 
laid the city under heavy contributions, and inforced the col- 
lection with fuch rigor and cruelty, that the unfortunate inhabi- 
tants, driven to defpair, took up arms. The Perfian ordered a 
general maffacre, which, without intermiflion, lafted for fevexi 
days. The relentlefs Durannies * were not even then glutted 
with daughter, but the ftench of the dead bodies drove them 
out of the city* A great part of the buildings were, at the fame 
time, reduced to aflies, and many thoufands, who had efcaped 
the fword, fuffered a lingering death by famine, fitting upon the 
fmoaking ruins of their own houfes* . Thus the imperial city 
of Delhi, which, in the days of its glory, extended itfelf feven* 
teen crores in length, and wasfaid to contain two millions of 
people, became almoft a heap of f ubbiflu 

The miferies of the unfortunate Delhians were not yet at an end. lartfioo by 
The Mahrattors* who now, without intermiflion, traverfed the thcMahrtt ^ 



ton. 



* The tribe, of whicb Abdalla is chief, are diftiiigutihed bjr that name. 
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empire for plunder, advanced to partake of the fpoils of Delhi 
with Abdalla. Jinco.w and Malharraw,. accprdirfgl^ occupied the- 
environs of the city. The Perfian marched" out againft them,. 
and both armies joined battle at a place called Mudgenu Tuckia^ 
two crores from the depopulated capital. The Mahrattars were 
defeated, and purfued one hundred and fifty,crore6. from the field: 
but they, in the mean, time, gave Ahdalla the flip, turned his 
tear, and fet out in full march for Delhi.. The~Durannies,, 
however,, were fo.. clofe to their heels> that, before they, could 
attempt any thing againft. the. city, they were a fecond time 
,Qhligcd,tQ retread. . } 



Jao&wti of 
the Mah ,m- 
«daj>i. 



In the mean time news arrived, that the Mahrattor chiefs 
were advancing with - another very numerous army from the 
Decan,. with-a profefled defign to re-eftabii(h the aactent .Hindoo 
government^ Biifwafs Raw, Ba<pw, and- Ibrahim Chan Ghardfj 
commanded this force,, which,, independent '.of- the army of 
Mahrattors, whom Abdalla had alfeady defeated,, confifted of 
one hundred .thQufand hprfe. The MahommedaOiS .were ftrucfc 
with terra'?;, they; thought.it Acceffary.to join Abdalla* to fnpport 
the faith ; Suja ul Dpwlat, who had fusceeded his father, the 
infamous Seifdar Jung, in the. province of Oud, Ahmed Chan 
Bunguifh* chief of the Patans and afl the petty chieftains, of the 
Rohillas, hafteried with their. forces t<* Delhi, . 



Mahrattors v 
attack.vne 
Iatc»* . 



The Mahrattors had now entered the territories' of: the Jates* 
and fummoned Raja Sourage Mull to join them.. Though 
Sourage Mull, as a Hindoo,, wifhed for the extirpation of 
Mahommedifm in India, he was-too jealous of the power -of the 
Mahrattors, to. obey. their, orders. Enraged at his obilinacy, 
they carried fire and fwprd through . his. dominions, and comr 
pelled him at laft to join them with fifty thoufand men.. 

: The 
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The Mahrattors now confided of two hundred thoufandhorfe, A.. D. 1761. 
and the Mahommedans, whom Ahmet Abdalla commanded in 
chief, of near one hundred and fifty thoufand. The eyes of all 
India were now turned towards the event of a war, upon which 
depended,., whether the fupreme power fhould remain with the 
Mahommedans, or revert again to the Hindoos. Upon the 
approach of the Mahrattors, Abdalla evacuated Delhi^ and, 
having croffed the Jumna; encamped on the oppofite bank. 

The Mahrattors immediately entered the city, and filled every Delhi P H- 
quarter of it with devaftation and death. Not content with la * cd * 
robbing the miferable remains of Abdalla's cruelty of every thing 
they poflefied, they ftripped all the males and females quite 
naked, and.wantonly whipped them before them along theftreets. 
Many now prayed for death, as the greateft blefling, and thanked 
the hand which inflidted the wound.— -Famine begun to rage 
among the unfortunate citizens to fuch a degree, that men fled: 
from their deareft friends, as from beafls of prey, for fear of 
being devoured. Many women devoured* their own children; 
while fome mothers, of more humanity; were feen dead in the 
ftreets, with infants ftill fucking at their breads.— But let us 
now draw a veil over this fcen'e of horror.. 

Ghazi ul Dien found, by this time, that Abdalla was become The powers. 
his enemy, and inclined to the rnterefts of Nigib ul Dovvla. He dines. 
therefore endeavored to make up matters with the Mahrattors, 
but his propofals were rejected, He then turned himfelf to the 
Raja of the Jates, who was in the field an unwilling auxiliary 
to the Mahrattors, and perfuaded him to defert their caufe, and 
retire to his own country, whither he himfelf accompanied him* 
Thus ended the public tranfadtions of Ghazi ul Dien, who- 
crowded into a few years of early youth more grimes and abilities;. 

than: 
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a. D. 1761. than other confummatc villains have done into a long life of 
wickednefs and treachery. Though he did not poflefs the De-p 
can, the fruits of his grandfather's uncommon crimes, he may 
truly be faid to have been the genuine heir of the parts and trca- 
fons of that monfter of iniquity and villainy* 

Tcanfaaions The Mahrattors, when they entered Delhi, confined Shaw 
Jehan, who had borne the title of royalty for a few weeks 1 
and, to quiet the minds of fome Mahommedan omrahs, who 
aided them, raifed to the throne Jewan Bucht, the eldeft foot of 
prince AH Gohar, who had by this time affunxed the title of 
Shaw Allum in Behar. But this young prince, had he even 
abilities to reign, had now no fubjedts left to command; for 
he may be.confidered as the image of a king, fct up by way of 
infi)lt in the midft of the ruins of his capital. 

I 
Abdaiu't : Abdalla being informed of the defertion of the Jates, wa$ 

extremely defirous of repaying the Jumna, and to come to 

battle with the Mahrattors. He, for this purpofe, marched tip 

along the bank oppofite to the enemy, to Kungipurra, a place 

of fome ftrength, poflefled by Nizabat Chan, an independent 

Rohilla chief. The Perfian fummoned him to furrender, which 

he refufed, and the place was confequently taken by aflault, and 

the garrifon and inhabitants put to the fword.— The Mahrattors, 

at the fame time, marched up upon the fide of Delhi, and, too 

confident of their own ftrength, permitted Abdalla, without 

oppofition, to crofs the Jumna, by the ford of Ramra: but 

obferving hinpL more bold in his motions than they expe&ed, 

they became fomewhat afraid, and intrenched themfelves at 

Karnal, in the very fan^e ground which was occupied formerly 

by Mahommed, while Abdalla chofe the more fortunate fituatioa 

of Nadir Shaw. 

Both 
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Both armies lay in their entrenchments, for twelve days, A. D. 1761.. 

J * J Comes to ac- 

flurmiflnng at times with fmall parties. Abdalla, in the mean tion with and 

* defea 9 the 

time, found means to cut off fome Mahrattor convoys, with pro- Mahrattors.. 
vifions, and, by the vigilance and adtivity of his Durannies, to 
prevent all fupplies from coming to the enemy's camp. — As 
famine began to rage among the Mahrattors, they were necefli- 
tated to march out of their lines, upon the 20th of the fecond 
Jcmmad,i I74*and to offer battle toAbdalla,whichhe immediately 
accepted* The firft (hock was extremely violent : the % Mah- 
rattors advanced with great refolution, and charged Abdalla fword 
in hand with fuch vigor, that he was upon the point of being 
driven off the field, when Suja ul Dowlat, well known to the 
Britifh in India, and Ahmed Chan Bunguifh, the Patan chief of 
Doab, fell upon the flank of the Mahrattors, with ten thoufand 

horfe. This circumftance immediately turned the fcale of 

viftory, Abdalla recovered from his confufion, renewed the 
charge, and drove back the enemy. Should we credit common 
report, fifty thoufand Mahrattors fell in this adtion, and in the- 
purfuit : but be that as it will, the battle was extremly bloody,, 
for all the generals of the vanquifhed, except Malhar Raw, who 
fled upon the firft charge, were (lain.. « v > 

Abdalla, after having purfiied the Mahrattors for the fpace of Writes to the 

prince Ali 

three days returned to Delhi. He wrote from thence letters to Gohar. 
prince Ali. Gohar,. who had proclaimed himfelf king in the pro- 
vince of Behar, under the title of Shaw Allum, requefting him 
to return to Delhi, and to take upon him tfcf management of 
the affairs of "government.. Shaw Allum was too prudent to 
truft himfelf in the hands of Abdalla, and therefore that prince, 
whofc affairs on the fide of Perfia required his prefence, confirmed 
Jewan Bucht * upon the throne of Delhi, undpr the tuition of 

* The prefent emperor's eldeft Con.. 

Nigib> 
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A. D. 1761. Nigib ul Dowla, from whom he exa&cd an annual tribute. 
Abdalla, after thefe tranfa&ions, returned to Cabul. 

Evacuates ^° fooner had 'Abdalla evacuated Delhi, than the Jates com- 

We,hu menced hortilities againft Nigib ul Dowla. They feized upon 

Camgar Chan, Zemindar of Ferochagur, and appropriated to 
themfclves his wealth and territory. The minifter, upon this, 
took the field. The Jates advanced againft him, with a great 
army, under the conduct of their chief, Raja Sourage Mull. 
The Jates being much fupcrior to the force of Nigib ul Dowla, 
became confident of fuccefs ; fo that, when the armies approached 
Avithin a few miles of one another, near Secundra, the Raja went 
carelefsly out, with fomc of his officers, upon a hunting party. 
Nigib ul Dowla, being informed of this circumftance by means 
of his fpies, immediately difpatched a party of five hundred 
horfe, under Seidu, a bold partizan, in queft of the Raja. 

Chief cf the Seidu fell in with Sourage Mull, whofe party confided of 
about three hundred. They engaged fword in hand, with great 
refolution on both fides; but, at lengh, the Jates were cut off 
to a man, and the Raja's head was brought to Nigib ul Dowla, 
who was then upon his march to attack the enemy. The unex- 
pected appearance of Nigib, in the abfence of their prince and 
bell officers, flruck the Jates with univerfal panic; when, at 
that very inftant, a horfeman advancing at full fpeed, threw the 
Raja's head into their line. This circumftance compleated their 
confufion, fo that Nigib ul Dowla defeated them with eafe, and 
purfucd them, fword in hand, fome crores from the field of 
battle, 

Nigib ul The minifter, after this victory, returned to Delhi. But he 

D^vias con. ^ nQt j Qn g recna £ned in that capital, before Joahir Singh, the 

fon 
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ftn and fucceflbr of Sourage Mull, hired twenty thoufand Mah- Ai D * l? 
rattors, under Malhar Raw, and advanced with all his forces to 
Delhi. Nigib ul Dowia was not capable to cope with the Jates 
and their auxiliaries in the field. He (hut himfelf up in the city, 
where he was befieged for three months, and at lafl: reduced to 
great diftrefs. However, a handfome prefent to Malhar Raw 
faved him upon this critical occafion. The Jates, finding them- 
felves betrayed by their mercenaries, were obliged to patch up a 
peace, and retire into their own country. Thefe tranfadtions 
happened in the year 1 175 of the Higera. Nigib ul Dowla has 
been fince frequently attacked by the Jates to the eaft, and the 
Sciks to the weft, but he ftill maintains his ground with great 
refolution and ability. 

But to return to the adventures of the prince Ali Gohar, Aaionsof Ac 
who, under the title of emperor, now reigns in the fmall pro- Gohar. 
vince of Allahabad: we have already obferved, that he, after 
parting with the Mahrattors, threw himfelf upon Nigib ul Dowla 
at Secundra. He could not, however, prevail upon that omrah 
to take up arms in his favor. He, therefore, left Secundra, with 
a fmall retinue of fervants, who lived at their own expence, in 
hopes of better days, with their prince. With thefe he arrived 
at Lucknow, one of the principal cities of the province of bud, 
where Suja ul Dowlat kept then his court. Suja ul Dowlat re- 
ceived the king with feeming great refpedt, and paid him royal 
honors; but this was only the falfe politenefs of an Indian court; 
which is always lefs deficient in ceremony than in faith. It was 
not the intereft of Suja ul Dowlat, who, by the villainies of his 
father, the infamous Seifdar Jung, had become an independent 
prince, to revive the power of the empire; he therefore declined 
all connexion with the affairs of Ali Gohar. He, however, 

Ccc made 
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A.D. 176* made him a Nafir of elephants, horfes, and half a lack of roi*~ 
pees in money, and infinuated to him* to leave his court. 



Arrives at 
Allahabad. 



Alt Gchar, in this diftrefied fituation, turned towards Alla- 
habad. Mahommed Kuli Chan, at that time, poficflcd that: 
city and province. Mahommed received the prince with friend* 
fhip as well as refped; for being a man of an. enterprising ge- 
nius^ he entertained great hopes o£ railing himfelf with the for- 
tunes of the Shaw Zadda *. After maturely deliberating upon* 
the plan of their future operations, it was refolved, that,, inftead* 
of relieving the unfortunate Allumgire from the tyranny or 
Gazi at Delhi, they Should endeavour to poflefs. themfelves of 
the provinces of Bengal and Behar, the revenue&of which might 
enable them to fupport a fufficient army to reftore the power o£ 
the empire. Though the Shaw Zadda was the undoubted Heir 
of the empire, yet, to take away every pretence of right from 
Jaffier Ali Chan, whom the Brili(h> on account of his villainies,, 
had raifed to the government of Bengal, he obtained a private, 
grant of the fubafhips of the three province* from his father at 
Delhi. 



Attempts the 
cooqocft of 
Bengal. 



Every thing being now concerted, public orders were ifliied; 

to the neighbouring rajas and fogedars, to repair to the ftandard. 

of the Shaw' Zadda; while Mahommed Kuli Chan raifed all the 

troops of Allahabad. Camgar Chan, one of the principal foge- 

dars of Behar,. Pulwan Singh, raja- of Budge poor, Bul&ddery 

raja of Amati, and many other, both Hindoo and Mahomedan* 

chiefs, obeyed the fummons^ and joined the prince. Soldiers of 

fortune, in the mean time, flocked to him from all quarters, fa 

that Ali Gohar found hjmfelf ibon at the head of fixty thoufand 

men. 

• Shaw Zadda literally fignifies the king's font a title by which Ali Gohar was 
dtftingttiflicd during the life of his father Allumgire Sani. 

In 
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In the month of the fecond Ribbi of the year 1 173, the Shaw A - D - f 7 6 4- 
Zadda marched from Allahabad towards Bengal. The parti- kingdom.wd 
culars of this war are well known. Let it fuffice to mention * ffu ?" thc 

empire. 

here, that the prince was unfuccefsful in all his attempts upon 
Bengal ; and was, at laft, obliged to furrender himfelf to the 
commander of the Britifli forces, at Geiah in Behar. He re- 
ceived intelligence, Toon after, of the affaflination of his father at 
Delhi. He was accordingly proclaimed emperor at Patna ; but 
nothing being done for him, by the Britifh, the unfortunate 
prince found himfelf obliged to throw himfelf into thc hands of 
•Suja ul Dowlat, who, in the abfence of Kuli Chan, had feized 
upon the province of Allahabad. The villainy of Suja ul Dow- 
lat did not reft there; he invited Kuli to a conference, and 
bafely aflaffinated him. 

Suja ul Dowlat, having poffefled himfelf of the king's perfon, Seized by 
clofely confined him. He, at the fame time, mocked the un- lat. 
happy man With a farce of royalty* and obliged him to ratify all 
granjts and commiffions, which might ferve his own purpdfes. 
Under the fandtion of thefe extorted deeds, Sujaul Dowlat made 
war upon the neighboring ftates> in which, however, he was riot 
very fuccefsful. When Caflim Ali was driven from the 
fubafhip of Bengal, Suja ul Dowlat joined him* in order to re- 
cover his govtrnment. He was defeated at Buxar, by the Britifli, 
and the king being, in his flight, left behind him, threw him* 
felf a fecond 'time under our protedtion. 

He hoped, how, that as Suja ul Dowlat's dominions fell intd bifappointe* 
the hands of the Britifh, in confequence of this vidory, that they .J Jhc BriU&T 
Would confer them upon him. But the unfortunate prince de- 
ceived himfelf. He had no monty, and confequently had no 
friends. Suja ul Dowlat was ftill poffed of wealth: and the 

C c c 2 virtue 
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A. D. 1764. virtue of the conquerors was by no means proof agatnft temp- 
, tation. They reftored to him his dominions, and, by a mere 
mockery of terms, called injuftice by the name of generofity. 
A fmall part of the province of Allahabad was allotted to the 
king, for a fubfiftance, and the infamous fon of a ftill more in- 
famous Perfian pedlar enjoys the extenfive province of Oud, as 
a reward for a feries of uncommon villainies.— But the trans- 
actions of the British Sub as in India, will furniib materials 
for a diftindt hiftory. We fliall not, therefore, break in upon 
that fubjeft in this place; as to mention them (lightly would 
be, in fome meafure, detracting from the fame, which thofe. 
Great Men have fo unjuflly acquired* 
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THE PRESENT STATE OF HINDOSTAN. 



THE fhort Ikctch which we have given m the preced- A. D. 1764- 
ing Hiftory of Hindoilan, may lerve to throw light the decline of 
on the decline of the great empire of the Moguls in that ccn ^ irc " 
part of the world. We faw it gradually Shrinking into itfelf, 
till the race of Timur are, at laft, confiped within the narrow 
limits of an i-nfignificant province. It muft, however, be al- 
lowed, that the uncommon misfortunes of that family proceeded 
no left from their own weaknefs than from the villainy of their 
ftrvants. Had a man of parts fucceeded the debility of Mahom- 
med's government, the ancient glory of the empire might 
have been flill reflored. The revolted fubas were not, then, 
well eftabli(hed in their independance; and the gallant refiftance 
which Abdalla met with, in the reign of Ahmedj (hewed that 
the Moguls could dill defend themfelves from foreign invafions.. 

This, like other great dates, fell into- pieces, more by do- Failen to 
•meftic fadtions than by foreign arms. Even the minifters of the £'$£ tic- °~ 
unfortunate Mahommcd were men of parts; thofe who ma* * 10DS * 
naged the affairs of Ahmed were pofleffed of great abilities ; 
and, in the reign- of AHumgire Sani, young Ghazi difplayed an 
uncommon and enterprizing genius. But virtue had fled from 
the land : no principle of honor, patriotifm, or loyalty, remained; 
great abilities produced nothing but- great crimes ; and the eyes 
of individuals being wholly intent upon private advantage,, the 
affairs of thepublic fell into ruin and confuliori. 

As from- the ruins of the extenfive empire of the Moguls, ruflncirt 
many dependent governments have darted up of late years, it ntifuins° U 

ntay 
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may not be improper in this place, to take a curfory view of 
the prefent flate of Hindoftan. To begin with the northern 
provinces. We have already observed* that Candahar, Cabul, 
Ghizni, Pifhawir, with a part of Moultan and Sind, are under 
the dominion of Ahmet Abdalla* That prince poffeffes alfo f 
upon the fide of Perfia, the greatcft part of Choraflan and 
Seiftan, and all Bamia, on that of Tartary* Abdalla, in 
fhort, reigns ov«r almoft all the countries which formed 
the empire of Ghizni, before it defcended from the moun- 
tains of AfganiMn to Lahore and Delhi. It is highly pro- 
bable that, as Kerim Chan has fettled the weftern Perfian, he 
may foon extend the empire to its ancient boundaries towards 
the eaft, and drive Abdalla into Hindoftan ; fo that a third 
dynafty of kings of India may arife from among the Afgans. 

The revenues of Abdalla are very confiderable, amounting to 
about three crores of roupees. But as he is always in the field* 
and maintains an army of 100,000 horfe, to defend himfelf from 
the Perfians and Tartars, he is in great diftrefs for money* 
This circumftance obliges him, not only to opprefs his own fub* 
je&s, but alfo to carry his depredations to foreign countries. 
During the competition of the feven confpirators for the throne 
of Perfia, Abdalla had little to fear from that quarter. But as 
Kerim Chan has eftablifhed himfelf, by the defeat and death 
of his rivals, it is extremely probable, that Abdalla will foorl 
feel, as we have already obferved, the weight of his arms, as 
Chorraflan and Seiftan are properly provinces of the Perfian 
empire* 



His political 



However, Abdalla is, at prefent at peace with Kerim, and 
has taken that favorable opportunity for invading Hindoflan* 
He had, in April 1767, defeated the Seiks in three different 

a&ions* 
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*&ions, and advanced to Sirhind, about forty crores from Delhi, 

with an army of fifty thoufand horfe. It is fuppofed that Nigib 
ul Dowla, who, in the name of the prefent emperor's fon* 

manages the affairs of Delhi, had, as he himfelf was hard pref- 
fed by the Seiks and Jates, called in Abdalla, to take upon him 
*he governments Nigib ul Dowla, by our beft intelligence,, 
marched out of the city to meet his ally, with forty thoufand 
men* The armies lay in fight of one another, and they were 
bufy in negotiation, and in fettling a plan for their future opera- 
tions. Abdalla, in the mean time wrote circular letters to all 
the princes of India* commanding them to acknowledge him 
JtiNG of Kings* and demanding a tribute. Suja ul Dowlat, 
in particular,. had received a very (harp letter from him, upbraid- 
ing him for his alliance with Infidels, and demanding the im- 
perial revenues, which, that fuba had converted to his own ufe for 
feme years* back- 
Such was the fituation of the affairs of Abdalla, by our Hjs charaam 
laft accounts from Delhi. This prince is brave and a&ive, 
but he is now in the decline of life. His perfon is tall and ro- 
buft, and inclinable to being fat. His face is remarkably broad, 
his beard very black, and his complexion moderately fair. His 
appearance* upon the whole, is majeftic, and cxprefllve of an 
uncommon dignity and ftreogth of mind. Though he is not fo 
fierce and cruel as Nadir Shaw, he fupports his authority with 
no left rigor, and be is by no means lefs brave than that extraor- 
dinary monarch. He, in ihort, is the moft likely perfon now 
in India, to reftore the ancient power of the empire, (hould'he 
affurae title of king of Delhi. 

, The Seiks border upon the Indian dominions of Abdalla. TheSc&i,. 
That njution, it.is faid, take tbeix name of Sejks, which figni- 

fies- 
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fies disciples, from their being followers of a certain philofo- 
pher of Thibet, who taught the idea of a commonwealth, and 
the pure do&rine of Deifm, without any mixture of cither the 
Mahommedan or Hindoo fupcrftitions. They made their firft 
appearance about the commencement of this century, in the 
reign of Bahadar Shaw, but were rather reckoned then a par- 
ticular fe<5l than a nation. Since the empire began to decline, 
they have prodigioufly increafed their numbers, by admitting 
-profelytes of all religions, without any other ceremony than an 
oath, which they tender to them, to oppofe monarchy. 

Theconftim- The Seiks are, at prefent, divided into feveral ftates, which ift 

don of their l 

government, their internal government are perfeftly independent of one an* 
other, but they form a powerful alliance againft their neighbors. 
When they are threatened with invafions, an affembly of the 
ftates is called, and a general chofen by them, to lead their 
refpedtive quotas of militia into the field $ but, as foon as peace 
is reftored, the power of this kind of dictator ccafes, and he re- 
turns, in a private capacity, to his own community. The 
Seiks are now in pofleflion of the whole province of Punjab, 
the greateft part of Moultan and Sind, both the banks of the 
Indus from Cafhmire to Tatta, and all the country towards 
Delhi, from Lahore to Sirhind. They have, of late years, been 
a great check upon the arms of Abdalla; and, though in the 
courfe of the laft year they have been unfuccefsful againft that 
prince in three a&ions, they are, by no means fubdued, but 
continue a fevere clog upon his ambitious views in India. 

Their chiefs The chief -who leads at prefent the army of the Seiks, is 

&nd force, 

Jeflarit Singh ; there is alfo one Nitteh Singh, who is in great 
efteem among them. They can, upon an emergency, mufter 
60000 good horfe; but, though in India they are efteemed 

brave 
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ferave, they chufc rather to carry on their wars by furprize and 
ftratagem, than by regular operations in the field. By their 
principles of religion and government, as well as on account of 
national injuries, they are inveterate enemies to Abdalla, and to 
the Rohilla powers. 

To the eaft of the dominions of the republic of the Seiks lie Rohill«. 
the countries which are poffeffed by the Rohilla Afgans, Nigib ul 
Dowla, whofe hiftory is comprehended in the preceding fe&ions, 
is, from his power, as well as from the ftrength of his councils 
and his own bravery, reckoned their prince. He poffefles the city 
of Delhi, in the name of the family of Timur, together with a 
confiderable territory around it, on both the banks of the Jumna, 
and his revenue amounts to one crore of roupees. He publickly 
acknowledged the unfortunate Shaw Allum, atAllahabad, king, 
and allows a penfion to his fon Jewan Bucht, who, without any 
power maintains a kind of regal dignity at Delhi. 

Nigib ul Dowla has been known, when hard preffed by his **k ol . . 
hoftile neighbours, to raife 60000 horfe; but his revenues are chief. . 
not fufficient to fupport one tenth part of that number. He 
continues to take the field under the name of captain-general 
of the Mogul empire; and though he has not the power, or per- 
haps the inclination to aflift the king, he keeps up a friendly 
correfpondence with him, and, without any neceifity, profeffes 
obedience and a ihew of loyalty. 



Befides Nigib ul Dowla, there are chiefs of the Rohilla race, 0thcr Rohin * 

° ' chiefs. 

who are perfedly independent ; but when danger preffes, they 
unite with him their forces. The moft refpe&able of thefe chiefs 
is Hafiz Rhimut, who poffefles a confiderable diftridt between 
the rivers. The next to him, in power, is Doondi Chan ; and 

D d d with 
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with him wc may number Mutta Huflein, Jacob Ali Chany 
Fatte Chan Zurein, and others of lefs note, who command inde- 
pendent tribes beyond the Ganges to the north of Delhi. 
• 
The!* force. The whole power of the Rohillas may amount to 100,000 

horfe, and an equal number of infantry, upon an emergency f. 
but thefe are fo wretchedly appointed and ill paid, that they 
furnifti more of ridicule, than they can imprefs of terror in the 
field. Their infantry are armed with rockets, pointed with iron*, 
which they difcharge in vollies among cavalry, which frighten, 
more with their noife and uncommon appearance, than by the 
execution which they make. The Rohillas are remarkable for 
nothing more than, their natural antipathy to the Mahrattors,. 
which might be turned to advantage by the Britifh in their future 
views upon Hindoftan : but the truth is, that the Hindoos and 
Mahommcdans fo equally ballance one another in that country,, 
that by fupporting one, we may, with great facility, command 
both. 

principality, There is a fmall government* of the Patans to the eaft of the 

of F$rocli- . 

*bad, Rohilla tribes. Their diftridt is bounded by the dominions of 

the prefent king, by thofe of Sujah ul Dowlat, and by the terri-- 
tories of the Jates. The capital of this petty principality is Fero- 
-chabad, which is fituated upon the banks of the Ganges, a few. 
crorcs above the ruins of the celebrated city of Kinnog^. Ahmed 
Chan Bunguifh, who made a great figure againft Seifdar Jung,, 
the father of Suja ul Dowlat, rules over this diftridt. Ahmed is^ 
more diftinguHhed by his abilities and perfonal bravery, than by 
the extent of his power. His revenues do not exceed fifty lacks; 
but he always keeps a (landing force of two or three thoufand: 
good horfe, which he pays well; and, upon an emergency, he 
raifes all his vaflals, who confift of about 20000 men.. His 

country 
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country is full of forts; and he has, confequcntly been hitherto 
able to defend himfelf agaiml the Mahrattors, Jates, and Suja 
ul Dowlat, who have refpe&ively invaded his dominions. 

The city of Agra, and a very confiderable trad of country the Jata; 
round it, extending along the Jumna, from forty crores below 
that city to within five of Delhi, and flretching back to Gualier 
and Barampulla, are now in the hands of a Hindoo nation, called 
the Jates. The raja, who commands the Jates, is defcended of 
the ancient race of the Jits, who poffefTed the banks of thelndus> 
as far back as the reign of Mahmood of Ghiznu From 
their prince, the whole body of the Jates, though made up of 
many diftinfl: tribes and fefts, take their name ; but others^ 
with lefs probability, trace it to J ate, which in the Hindoo 
language fignifies a labourer. 

The Jates made no figure in the Mogul empire, as a nation, Their origin^ 
till the reign of Allumgire, commonly known in Europe by the 
name of Aurungzebe. In that monarch's expedition to the 
Decan, they were firft heard of as a gang of banditti, under an 

intrepid fellow* called Chura Mun. They were then fo daring v 
as to harrafs the rear of the imperial army. After the death of 1 
Allumgire, the Jates took advantage of the growing imbecility 
of the empire, and fortifying themfelves among the hills of 
Narvar, fpread their depredations to the gates of Agra. Mokun 
Singh, who, after the death of Chura Mun, commanded thi 
jates, took upon himfelf the title of Raja. Their power in* 
creafed under Bodun Singh and Sourage Mull> which laft was dig- 
nified with titles from the emperon 

D d d 1 Joahir 
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Prefent ftate. 



Joahir Singh, the fon of Sourage Mull, now reigns over the 
Jates, and is a very weak prince. His revenues do not exceed 
two crores of roupees ; his dominions, like the reft of India* 
being harrafTed by the Mahrattors. He may, upon fome occa- 
fions, be able to bring into the field, fixty or feventy thoufand 
men, but he cannot keep long in pay one third of that number* 
The dominions of the Jates abound with ftrong fortrefles, fuch 
as Dieg, Cumbere, and Aliver ; in one of which their prince 
frequently refides,. though he fpends the ipoft part of his time 
at Agra. 



Raja of Join- 
^ur. 



To the fouth-weft of the Jates,. Mudoo Singh, an. Indian raja* 
poflefles a very confiderable territory, and refides for the mod part 
at Joinagur. He is the fon of Joy Singh, a prince famous for 
his knowledge in aftronomy, and other mathematical fciences* 
He entertained above a thoufand learned brahmins for fome years, . 
in re&ifying the kalendar, and in making new tables for the 
calculation of eclipfeSju and for determining .the. longitude and 
declination of the ftars. — The revenues of. Mudoo Singh are not 
very confiderable,. being reckoned only eighty lacks; his domir 
nions being woody, mountainous, and confequently ill cultivated, 
He can, however, raife forty thoufand men j and he himfclf is 
efteemed a good foldier. 



Marwar. Bordering upon Mudoo Singh, upon the frontiers of the Decaa, 

is the extenfive country of Marwar, rttled at prefent, by Bija 
Singh, the fon of Bucht Singh, and grandfon of Jefiawind Singh. 
Marwar, when the empire was in a flourifhing condition, yielded 
annually five crores, of roupees : at prefent its revenues do not 
amount to half that fum, on account of the inceflant depredations 
of the Mahrattors, its next neighbours. 

The 
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The next Hindoo government to Marwar, is that of Odipour. Odipoor;. 
The raja of this country is distinguished by the name of Rana.. 
That prince, more from his nobility of family than from his 
power, aflumes a fuperiority over all the rajas of Hindofhuu 
His dominions were formerly very extenfive, but, of late years, 
they have been circumfcribed wiihin. narrower bounds. His 
territories abound with mountains and forefts, and are almoft fur- 
rounded by the kingdoms of Malava and Guzerat. His revenues 
are inconfiderable,. and he cannot bring into the field above 
fifteen thoufand men.— In the vallies between the mountains of 
Odipour, there are many petty independent rajas ; Bundi, Cottu,, 
Rupnagur, JefTelmere, and Bianere, being governed by their 
refpedtive princes, each of whom can mnfter fix or eight thou^ 
fand men.. 

The Mahrattors are the moft confiderable Hindoo power in Mahrattore.. 
Hindoftan. The principal feat of their government is Sattarah, 
and fometimcs Puna, on the coaft towards Bombay. Though 
the genuine Mahrattors all over India do not exceed 60000 men, 
yet, from their fuperior bravery and fuccefs in depredation; 
thoufands of all tribes enlift themfelves under their banners; 
Thefe, inftead. of pay, receive a certain proportion of the 
plunder.. By this means an army of Mahrattors inpreafes like a 
river, the farther it advances j fo that, it is no uncommon thing 
for a force of ten or twelve thoufand genuine Mahrattors to grow 
into 100,000, before they arrive in the glace which they deftine 
to plunder* 

The prefent chief of the Mahrattors is Ragenot Raw, the Their cbicfe 

andconquc&s. 

fon of Bagiraw. He pofleffes one half of Guzerat, and all the 
territories between that province and the Decan. He has, of 
Jate years, extended his conqucfts to all the provinces of Malava, 

and 
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and to a part of Allahabad ; having reduced Himmut Singh, 
r3ja of Gualier, Anarid Singh, raja of Badawir, Anarid Singh, of 
Chunderi, and the princes of Dittea, Orcha, Elichpoor, Bandere, 
and Jafley ; all of whom have become tributary to the Mahrat- 
tors. They have, moreover, poflefled themfelves of Oriffa t 
which ought, in propriety, to be annexed to the fubafhip ot 
Bengal, according to the late grant of the king to the Briti/h. 
Thus the dominions of the Mrhrattors extend quite acrofs the 
pcninfula of India, from the bay of Bengal to the gulph of 
Cambait or Cambay. 

7*eirrevc- t^ amount of the revenues of the Mahrattors cannot .eafily 



Hues, 



be afcertained. They muft, however, be very confiderable. 
They fubfift their armies by depredations on their neighbors, and 
are become the terror of the Eaft, more on account of their bar* 
barity than their valour. They never want a pretence for hofti- 
lities. They demand the Chout, or fourth part of the revenues 
of any province $ and, in cafe of a refufal, they invade,- plunder, 
and lay wafte the country. Their horfes being very hardy, 
their incurfions are fudden, unexpected, and dreadful. They 
generally appoint a place of rendezvous, and their invafions are 
carried on by detached parties* Should a confiderable force at 
any time oppofe them, they decline coming to a<ftion $ and, as 
they invigorate their hardy horfes with opium, their flight, likd 
their incurfions, is very expeditious. 

Forcei. The armies of the Mahrattors do not* like the troops of othef 

Indian powers, incumber themfelves with bazars or markets. 
They truft for their fubfift fence to the countries through which 
they march. They are armed with firelocks, fome with match- 
lock guns, and others with bows, fpears, javelins, fwords and dag- 
gers. They have* within three years back;* made fome advances 

towards 
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towards forming a difciplined army of infantry. They have,, 
accordingly, at prcfent, ten or twelve battalions of Seapoys, 
uniformly cloathed and armed. — All the powers of India being 
now fenfible of the advantages which the Brittfh have gained by 
difciplined infantry, turn their thoughts to a fimilar regulation in 
their armies, and to improve their artillery, which was formerly 
too unweildy and ill-mounted, to be of any fervice in the field. 

To the eaft of Malava, and to the fouth of Allahabad, is the Bundelcand. 
country of Bundelcund, governed by Hindoput. His territories 
are of a confiderablc extent and very fertile r and he moreover 
draws great wealth from his diamond mines of Hieragur and 
Punagur. He alfo claims a right to the mines of Sommelpour, 
but another raja poflefles them at prefent.— The annual revenues 
of Hindoput amount to near two crores of roupees, including the 
profits ariffng from his mines. Thefe he farms out to merchant- 
adventurers, who purchafe a certain number of fuperficial feet 
of ground, and they are permitted to dig down perpendicularly 
as far as they pleafe. Diamonds beyond a certain weight are 
the property of the prince, who has infpedtors, to fuperintend 
the works* 

The raja of Bundelcund poflefles the impregnable fortrefs of its raja tritm- 
Gallinger, and feveral other confiderable ftrong holds. He has, Mahratcon. 
notwithftanding, been obliged to compound for a certain tribute 
with the Mahrattors, who generally paid him an annual vifit. 
Between' Bundelcund and Cattack, in Orifla, lie the rajafhips of 
Patna and Sommelpour, which are not very confiderable ; the 
country being mountainous, woody, and unhealthy, and the in-- 
Babitants barbarous in every refpeft. 



Part: 
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Shaw AHum Part of the province of Allahabad is now poflefled by Shaat 

Mogul. Allum, by birthright and title, though" nothing lefs fo in 

power, emperor of Hindoftan. He keeps the poor refemblance 

of a court at Allahabad, where a few ruined omrahs, in hopes 

of better days to their prince, having expended their fortunes in 

his fervice, ftill exift the ragged penfioners of his poverty, and 

burthen his gratitude with their prefcnce. The diftricts of 

Korah and Allahabad, in the king's pofleflion, are rated at thirty 

lacks, which is one half more than they are able to bear. Inftead 

of gaining by this bad policy, that prince, unfortunate in many 

refpedls, has the mortification to fee his poor fubje&s opprefled 

by thofe who farm the revenue, while he himfelf is obliged to 

compound with the farmers for half the ftipulated fum. Befides 

the revenue arifmg from Allahabad and Korah, which w6 may at 

a medium eilimate at twelve lacks, the Britifli pay to the king 

twenty-fix lacks out of the revenues of Bengal ; which is all 

Shaw Allum poflefies to fupport the dignity of the imperial houfe 

of Timur.— It may not, perhaps, be unacceptable to the public, 

to delineate, in this place, the chara&er of that unfortunate 

prince* 

HisAaraftsr. Shaw Allum is robuft in his perfon, and about fix feet 
high. His complexion is rather darker than that which was 
common to the race of Timur, and his countenance is expreflivc 
of the melancholy which naturally arofe from his many misfor- 
tunes. He poffefFes perfonal courage ; but it is of the paflive 
kind, and may be rather called fortitude to bear adverfity, than 
that daring boldnefs which loves to face danger, — He has been 
fo often difmounted in the courfe of ambition, that he now fears 
to give it the rein ; and feems lefs defirous to make any efforts 
to retrieve the power of his family, than to live quietly under 

the 
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the fhadow of its eclipfed majefty. — His clemency borders upon 
weaknefs, and his good-nature has totally fubverted his authority. 
He is daily induced, by importunity, to iffue out orders which 
he takes no means to enforce, and which, he is certain, will not 
be obeyed. From this blemifh in the character of Shaw AUum, 
arofe the half of his misfortunes ; for the great fecret of eftablifh- 
ing authority, is to give no orders which cannot be inforced, 
and rather to fuffer fmall injuries, than fhew refentment, without 
the power of punifhing. 

His generofity is more than equal to his abilities, and too 
often ill bellowed. He is too much addi&ed to women, and 
takes more pains to maintain his Haram, than to fupport an 
army. — But though we cannot call him a great prince, we muft 
allow him to be a good man. His virtues are many ; but they 
are thofe of private life, which never appear with luftre upon a 
throne. His judgment is by no means weak ; but his pafiions 
are not ftrong : the eafincfs of his temper is therefore moulded 
like wax by every hand ; and he always gives up his own better 
opinion for thofe of men of inferior parts.— He is affable in his 
converfation, but feldom defcends to pleafantry. Upon the whole, 
though Shaw Allum is by no means qualified to reftore a loft 
empire, he might have maintained it with dignity in profperoua 
times, and tranfmitted his name, as a virtuous prince, to pofterity. 
It is with great regret that the author, from his regard to truth, 
cannot fpeak more favourably of a prince, to whom his gratitude 
and attachment are due, for repeated teftimonies of his efteem and 
friendfhip. 

The territories of Suja ul Dowlat, who pofiefles the province Soja ul Dow- 
of Oud, border upon thofe of the king. His revenues amount aL 
to near two crores of roupees, out of which he pays nothing to 

E e e the 
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the emperor, though he pretends to recognize his title as his 
' fovereign. Since his defeat at Buxar, Suja ul Dowlat attends 
very much to the difcipline of his army, and the proper regu- 
lation of his finances. He has already formed ten battalions of 
Seapoys, and has made great improvements in his artillery. 
When the news of Abdalla's late invafion came, he levied twelve 
thoufand horfe, upon a better footing than is generally pra&ifcd 
in Hindoftan. He is now the ally of the Britifh in India, and 
as his revenues will never enable him to fupport himfelf in the 
* field againft them, it is probable his principle of fear, for he 
has none of honour or gratitude, will make him fland to the 
letter of the treaty. 

His character. Suja ul Dowlat is extremely handfome in his perfon ; about 
five feet eleven inches in height, and fo nervous and ftrong, that, 
with one ftroke of the fabre, he can cut off the head of a buffalo. 
He is a&ive, paffionate, ambitious ; his penetrating eye feems, at 
firft fight, to promife uncommon acutenefs and fire of mind: 
but his genius is too volatile for depth of thought ; and he is 
confequently more fit for the manly exercifes of the field, than 
for deliberation in the clofek — Till of late he gave little atten- 
tion to bufinefs. He was up before the fun, mounted his horfe, 
ruftied into the foreft, and hunted down tigers or deer till the 
noon of day. He then returned, plunged into the cold bath, 
- and fpent his afternoons in the Haram among his women.— 
Such was the bias of Suja ul Dowlat's mind till the late war* 
Ambitious without true policy, and intoxicated with the paflions 
of youth, he began a wild career, in which he was foon checked. 
Stung with the lofs of reputation, his paflions have taken another 
courfe. His a&ivity is employed in difciplining his army, and he 
now fpends more time at the comptoir of his finances, than in ' 
dallying with the ladies of the feragho. His authority there- 
fore, 
3 
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fore, is eflablifhed, his revenues increafed, and his army on a - 
refpc&ablc footing. But, with all his fplendid qualities, he is 
cruel, treacherous, unprincipled, deceitful : carrying a fpecious 
appearance, pufpofely to betray, and when he embraces with 
one hand, will ftab with the other to the heart. Together with 
being heir to the fruits of his father's crimes, he inherits all his 
latent bafenefs of mind; for, if we except' perfonal courage, he 
poflcfles not one virtue more than Seifdar Jung. 

The province of Oud is fituated to the north-eaft of the 
Ganges, bordering upon Behar, from which it is, on the one 
fide, divided by the river Deo, or Gagera, and on the other by 
the Carumnafla. The country is level, well cultivated and wa- 
tered. It is divided, on the north, by a chain of mountains from 
Thibet. In the vallies, which interfe£t that immenfe ridge of 
hills, there are feveral independent rajas, too inconfiderable to be 
formidable to Suja ul DowlaL 

The provinces of Bengal and Behar are poflefled by the Britifli Bcnga\ 
Eaft-India company, in reality, by the right of arms, though, in 
appearance, by a grant from the prefent emperor. This is not 
a proper place to enter into particulars concerning thofe pro- 
vinces : it may fuffice to obferve, that Bengal and Behar, in- 
cluding what is called the company's lands and duties upon mer- 
chandize, yielded in April, 1766, 33)025,968 Sicca roupees. 
The expences of government, the tribute to the king, and a 
penfion to a nabob, fet up on account of the villanies of his 
father, amounted to 22,450,000 roupees, and confequently the 
balance in favour of the company was 10,575,968 roupees, or 
1*321,994/. 15/. of our money. — The Britifh force in Bengal 
confifts of three battalions of Europeans, and thirty of Seapoys, 
regularly armed, difciplined, and uniformly cloathed ; fo that 

E e e 2 we 
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we are much fuperior, even upon that eftablifhment, to any other 
power at prefent in Hindoftan. 

Nabob of In the Decan the Britifh are almoft as powerful as in Bengal. 

We fupport Mahommed AH, as nabob of the Carnatic, and 
he defrays the expence of our army, in defence of his own 
country. There is, in a manner, no feparate intereft, between 
the nabob and the company. It is from him they derive 
their confequence in the Carnatic, and it is, by their force* 
he is maintained in his government. Mahommed, till of late, 
kept in pay a body of troops, which, from their expence and 
want of difcipline, he has been prevailed upon to reduce to a fmalt 
number. His nabobfhip being guarantied to him, by the late 
definitive treaty between Great Britain and France, he poflefles a 
greater fecurity of power than any other prince in Afia. The 
character of Mahommed has recommended him fo much to the 
prefent Mogul, that that prince has given him a perpetual grant 
of the government of that immenfe country, extending from the 
river Chriftna to cape Comorin. 

Hischarafler. Mahommed Ali Chan is five feet ten inches high; weH pwv ; 
portioned and of aa engaging afpe&. His eye is full, lively atuf 
penetrating ; his features are expreffive of fenfibflity and a noble 
difpofition of mind. His manner attaches the Granger to him 5 
and commands the friend. The firft rarely fees him, without 
feeling an immediate intereft in his welfare ; and the latter has 
never been known to defert him^ Calm, affable, and full oF 
dignity, he has improved the elevated paffions of the Afiatic* 
with what is amiable in the character of the European. The 
duplicity of the eaft is loft in the good heart of Mahommed* 
He is poffeffed of ambition, without any one of thofe vices, 
which too frequently attend' that paffion ; and his policy is never 
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unworthy of the magnanimity of a virtuous prince.—" A great 
" man," fays Mahommed Ali, " may conceal his fentiments, 
€< but ought never to deceive. It was my fortune to place the 
" way of re&itude before me, in my youth, and I never deviated 
" into the paths of deception. I met the Britifh with that 
" opennefs, which they love ; and it is my honor, as well as 
« fecurity, to be the ally of a nation compofed of princes." This 
was his declaration, at the conclufion of the late war, when he 
was put in peaceable poffeffion of the Carnatic ; and thefe were 
his fentiments when, at the head of his father's army, he reje&ed 
the offers of France, and faved the very being of the company* 
by raifing the'fiege of Fort St. David. 

Mahommed has frequently experienced the fucceflive extremes 
of fortunes ; and that circumftance has manifeftly affe&ed his 
fpirits. A fimilar folicitude of fituation, with other nabobs, who 
have fallen facrifices to their own ambition or the iniquitous ava- 
rice of European, has imprefled an affeding melancholy on his 
mind. His joy is confequently, at times, the more exquifite ; 
and the appearance of a friend, in whom he could confide in his 
diftrefs, has been known to overwhelm him more than the lofs 
of a battle. The greateft encomium upon his chara&er, is his 
being able to have ftruggled, with fuccefs, during the fpace of 
eighteen years againft the avaricious and revengeful pafiions of 
Europeans, without lofing his dominions, or forfeiting his faith 
to the Britifh nation. — Mahommed has five fons. They are 
inftrudted in the languages and manners of Europe ; and from 
their natural genius and education they promife, one day, to 
make a figure in India. 

The author of this hiftory is indebted, for the above chara&er 
of Mahommed, to a perfon, who had a perfeft view of the 
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original. That prince is fo well known and fo much efteemed 
in Europe, that the curfory mention made of him, was a great 
defedt in the firft edition. The author, though no ftranger to 
Mahommed's merit and fituation, was not perfe&ly informed ; 
and he chofe to pafs (lightly over a character, which he could not 
delineate either from perfonal knowledge or certain intelligence 
from others. The Carnatic has lately been an important fcene 
of war ; and the circumftance of the nabob of Arcot being the 
firft Afiatic prince, who had his dominions guarantied to him in 
Europe, renders him an objedt of public attention, exclufive of 
his unfullied reputation, for honor and fidelity to the Britifh 
nation. 

Nizam. The power of the Nizam, who refides at Hydrabad, though he 

poflefles all the province of Golconda, is, of late, very much 
circumfcribed. He, however, ftill maintains an army of 60 or 
70,000 men ; but without difcipline, and ill paid, they are by no 
means formidable. He, fbme time ago, entered into a treaty 
with the Britiflb, but he has of late fhewn no difpofition to ad- 
here to it long. 

Hydcr-Naig, Hyder-Naig, a foldier of fortune, who, by his perfonal merit, 

byThcwmc raifed himfelf from a low ftation to the fovereignty of almoft all 
of Hydcr the coaft of Malabar, has by his abilities in the cabinet, as well 
as by his valour in the field, rendered himfelf extremely for- 
midable to the Britifh in Hindoftan. The chara&er which the 
author received of him in India enabled him to foretel, in the 
preceding edition, the figure which he has fince made; though 
no man could forefee the difpirited politics of our councils on the 
coaft. After managing the war with uncommon abilities, Hyder, 
by a ftroke of generalfhip, obtained a peace, which our manifeft 
fiiperiority had no excufe to grant. As the laft defperate pufh of 
his fortunes, he turned the rear of our armies, and prefented 
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himfelf before Madrafs. We were alarmed, as if his horfe had 
• wings to fly over our walls. We complied with his infolent de- 
mands ; and our army, which was in full march after him, was 
ordered not to advance a ftep. Friendfhip was made with the 
lion for bravely ftruggling when he found himfelf entangled in 
the toils* 

A current of many vi&ories will not be able to wafh away the 
ftain which this treaty has affixed to the Britifh character in India. 
The peace however which we obtained will not be lading. Hy- 
der, who has fome title to the name of Ali, or the fublime, which 
he has affumed, has already turned his arms agaimft the Mahrat- 
tors ; and,' by the laft advices from Puna, he has worfted thefe 
Marauders in feveral engagements. They are, however, on ac- 
count of their numbers and their predatory manner of war, very 
formidable to Hyder; and, in fpite of all his efforts, they wafted his 
dominion when they durft not meet him face to face on the field. 
Their force, according to the beft accounts, confifts of 60,000 
horfe, 65,000 foot, 10,000 for the ufe of the artillery, and 40a 
elephants. 

The low ftate of Hyder- Ali r s finances, and the ravages commit- 
ted in his dominions, induced him in January 1770 to offer even to 
purchafe a peace at the enormous expence of two millions five 
hundred thoufand pounds of our money. This fum was rejected 
by Madeo-Raw, the chief of the Mahrattor ariftocracy, who 
abfolutely refufed to clofe with any terms, till Hyder-Ali fhould 
evacuate all his conquefts on the coaft of Malabar. Hyder would 
not comply with thefe exorbitant demands, and, in the mean 
time, took his meafures fo well, that he has hemmed in, by the 
laft accounts, the immenfe army of the Mahrattors in a fweep- 
of the river Tungbudra. 
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In the month of March 1770, the Mahrattor army was in 
this difaftrous fituation. They had fcarce a month left to deter- 
mine their fate, as their provifions were gradually decreafingi 
and the rains fwelling the rivers apace. Hyder f in the mean 
time, by his emiffaries, fomented divifions in their camp. 
There arofe great difienfions among their chiefs, as is generally 
the cafe in every nation when the affairs of the public are in an 
untoward fituation. The common foldiers in particular, together 
with many leaders, remonftrated againft the confinement of Raja* 
Baw, the uncle of the commanding Prince; Hyder by his pub- 
lic declarations abets the fadion j he exalts to the ikies the abi- 
lities of Raja-Baw, and pretends to fear his enlargement. This 
piece of political art and refinement has had its efFe& ; and if it 
does not occafion a revolution in the Mahrattor ltate, it will, at 
leaft, bring Hyder with reputation out of a very deftru&ive war 
with thofe Marauders. 

Nor does Hyder-Ali confine his thoughts to the trophies of 
the field. He has extended his ambition with fuccefe to the cabi- 
nets of the neighbouring powers. By intrigues in the court of 
the Nizam he has raifed his brother to the command of that 
prince's armies ; fo that a revolution in Golconda feems to roll 
within his mind. 

Hischaradcr. Hyder-Ali is an extraordinary chara&er, even in a country 
where men have an ample field for the exertion of great talents. 
With all the vigour of his councils he can neither read or write ; 
but thefe qualifications are not efiential to a military genius, nor 
can learning give ftrength of mind. He is poffefled of a fur- 
prifing memory, <$ep penetration, quicknefs of refolution, great 
perfeverance, condudt aided by perfonal courage* andthat inex 
orable temper of mind, whether from policy or difpofition, that 
8 . never 
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never forgives a crime. In his Durbar, where he fmokes his 
Hucca, he pronounces fentence of death by waving his 
hand ; or if he ufes words upon the occafion, they are only thefe 
—Take him away. He thinks no more of the fubje£t, but 
proceeds coolly toother buftnefs. Notwithftanding this fummary 
kind of barbarous juftice, his decifions are generally equitable : 
he is feared, obeyed, and beloved. 

. '* 

If men are juftly faid to be conquered firft in their own iroagi- obfervations 

nations, they are certainly kept in fubje&ion by the means which 

reduced them to obedience. The circumftance whijeh threw the 

difcipline of Europe into our hands, enabled us to fubduQ the 

Indians with their own domeflic force; and they afcribed %o our 

abilities, what was the refult of accident. Had our addrefs in 

the cabinet continued to us the reputation which our arms had 

acquired in the field, the obfervations which the firft edition of 

this work jjqnvegred concerning the conqueft of India, could not 

be deemed either vifioqary or impracticable. The charm is now 

broke; Hyder-Ali has difcovered that we are not invincible; and 

that knowledge is of itfelf fufficient to circumfcribe our power. 

It cannot feoqrever b$ altogether out of place to continue to the 

public the opinions which the author had formed to himfelf in 

the year 1767, from sm accurate furvey of the political ftate of 

India, at that period. 

Thus have we/ in a few words, endeavoured to give a general 
idea of the prefent ftate of Hindoftan. The reflexions which flexioni. 
naturally arife from the fubjeft, might fwell this work into a 
volume. It is apparent, however, from what has been faid, 
that the immenfe regions of Hindoftan might be all reduced by 
a handful of regular troops. — Ten thoufand European infantry, 
together with the Seapoys in the company's fervice, are not only 
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fufficient to conquer all India, but, with proper policy, to main- 
tain it, for ages, as an appendage of the Britifh crown* — This 
pofition may, at firft fight, appear a paradox, to people unac- 
quainted with the genius and difpofition of the inhabitants >of 
Hindoftan ; but to thofe who have confidered both with attention* 
the thing feems not only pra&icable, but cafy. 

That flavery and oppreflion, which the Indians fuffer from 
their native princes, make the juftice and regularity of a Britifh 
government appear to them in the moft favourable light. The 
great men in the country have no more idea of patriotifm, than 
the meaneft flaves; and the people' can have no attachment to 
chiefs whom they regard as tyrants. Soldifersof fortune are fo 
numerous in India, that they comprehend onfe fourth of the inha- 
bitants of that extenfive country. They k're never paid one third 
of the ftipulated fum, by the princes of Hindoftan, which renders 
them mutinous and difcontented ; but the^r would moft certainly 
approve themfelves obedient, faithful, and brave, in the fervice of 
a power who fhould pay them regularly. 

In a country like India, where all religions are tolerated, the 
people can have no obje&ion to the Britifh, on account of theirs. 
The army might be compofed of an equal number of Mahom- 
medans and Hindoos, who would be a check uport one another, 
while a fmall body of Europeans would be a fufficient check 
upon both. The battalions ought to be comtaknded altogether 
by European officers, who, if they do their duty properly, and 
behave with juftice to their men, may attach them to their per- • 
fons, with ftronger ties than any troops born in Europe: But if 
juftice is not obferved to foldiers, human nature, in this, as in all 
countries, will and muft revolt againft oppreflion* : 
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At prefent, the black officers of the Seapoys muft rife from the 
ranks. This is found policy, and ought to be continued. Men of 
family and influence are deterred, by this circumftance, from en- 
tering into the fervice. Thefe officers are, therefore, entirely our 
creatures, and will never defert a people, among whom alone they 
can have any power ; for no acquired difcipline will give weight 
to a mean man, fufficient to bring to the field an army of Indians. 

The advantages of a conqueft of Hindoftan to this , country 
are obvious. It would pay as much of the national debt, as 
government fhould pleafe to difcharge. Should the influx of 
wealth raife the price of the neceflaries and conveniences of life* 
the poor, on the other hand, by being eafed of moft of their 
taxes, would be more able to purchafe them. — But, fay fome 
grave moralifts, how can fuch a fcheme be reconciled to juftice 
and humanity ?~This is an objection of no weight. — Hindoftan 
is, at prefent, torn to pieces by fadions. All laws, divine and 
human* are trampled under foot.— Inftead of one tyrant, as in 
the times of the empire, the country now groans under thou- 
fands ; and the voice of the opprefled multitude reaches heaven. 
It would, therefore, be promoting the caufe of juftice and hu- 
manity, to pull thofe petty tyrants from the height to which 
their villanies have raifed them,, and to give to fo many millions 
of mankind, a government founded upon the principles of 
virtue and juftice.— -The talk is no lefs glorious than it is prac- 
ticable ; for it might be accomplifhed with half the blood which 
is often expended, in Europe, upon an ideal fyftem of a balance 
of power, and in commercial wars, which muft be attended 
with little eclat, as they are deftitute of ftriking and beneficial 
confequences. 

FINIS. 
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